
Chapter 2.16 BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

2.16.040 Planning Commission--Creation--Membership. 

There is created a planning commission for the city, consisting of seven members, not officials of the city, 
appointed by the mayor with the approval of the city council.   
Ord. 505). 

2.16.050 Terms of Planning Commission Members. 

Of the members of the Commission first appointed, two shall be appointed for the terms of one year; two
for the terms of two years; two for the terms of three years; and one for the term of four years.  Their
successors shall be appointed for terms of four years; if a vacancy occurs otherwise than by expiration of
term it shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired portion of the term.  (Ord. 505). 

2.16.060 Advisory Members of Planning Commission. 

Advisory members of the Commission shall be the city manager, the city attorney, and the city engineer.  
The advisory members shall not have the power to vote and their terms shall correspond to their
respective official tenure.  (Ord. 505). 

2.16.070 Chairman and Secretary of Planning Commission. 

The Commission shall elect a chairman from its appointed members, and may also elect a secretary who
may be an employee of the city.  (Ord. 505). 

2.16.080 Meetings and Quorum of Planning Commission. 

At least one regular meeting shall be held each month on a date selected by the Commission.  Four of
the appointed members of the Commission shall be required to constitute a quorum for the transaction of
the business of the Commission.   
Ord. 527:  Ord. 505). 

2.16.090 Removal from Planning Commission. 

Any appointed member of the Commission may be removed by the mayor with the approval of the city
council or by a majority vote of the council.  (Ord. 505). 

2.16.100 Compensation of Planning Commission. 

All members of the Commission shall serve as such without compensation.   
Ord. 505 (part). 

2.16.110 Powers and Duties of Planning Commission. 

It shall be the function and duty of the Planning Commission to prepare and adopt, in accordance with
and as provided by the Conservation and Planning Act of the state of California, comprehensive long -
term general plans for the physical development of the city of San Rafael, and of any land outside the
boundary thereof which bears relation to the city.  The plans may be comprised of the following or other
and additional plans and maps which may in Commission’s judgment relate to the physical development
of the city: 

streets and highway plan



parking plan
recreation plan
public buildings plan
transit plan

The Planning Commission shall be charged with the duty of making investigations, reports on the design
and improvements of proposed subdivisions, and shall have such powers in connection therewith as are
outlined in the Subdivision Map Act of the state of California, and the subdivision regulations adopted by
the city of San Rafael. 

It shall be the duty of the members of the Planning Commission, including advisory members and
members of its staff, to inform themselves on matters affecting the functions and duties of the
Commission and all planning matters, and, to that end, when authorized by a majority of the Commission, 
may attend planning conferences, or meetings of planning executives, hearings on planning legislation or
matters affecting the master plan or any part thereof, and the reasonable traveling expenses incidental to
the attendances shall be charges upon the funds allocated to the Commission. 

The Planning Commission shall endeavor to promote public interest and understanding of plans
developed, and the regulations relating thereto.  It shall be part of its duty to consult with and advise the
public officials, agencies, public utilities companies, school boards, civic and other organizations, and with
the citizens generally in relation to carrying out the plans. 

The Commission shall adopt rules for the transaction of business and shall keep a record of its
resolutions, transactions, findings, and determinations, which records shall be a public record.  (Ord. 913
part), 1968: Ord. 505 (part)). 




