























Costco Proposal

Mon 1/6/2020 10:51 AM
To: Raffi Boloyan <Raffi.Boloyan@cityofsanrafael.org>

Raffi,

| am a resident of Terra Linda and | have heard of the proposal to build a Costco at Northgate Mall. |
wanted to send my thoughts on such a development and the impact it would have on our
community.

| have long thought Northgate Mall needed revitalization. It is a tired area that needs to better reflect
the demographics and interests of the surrounding community. It needs to be a central hub of local
activity. It needs to be a place where our community can go and congregate. Let me unequivocal here.
Costco is absolutely not that solution.

| am not apposed to Costco. My family and | are members and visit the Navato location regularly. But
what need have we of a Costco when one is already so conveniently located? It may benefit those
south of San Rafael for convenience but it would be largely for them and not for the local community.
A residential area is not a good fit for such a large and impersonal retailer. It would only bring
additional outside traffic, light pollution and inevitably reduced property values.

What would be a better development is one that promotes community - especially since Terra Linda is
so family-friendly. Instead of Costco, we need a revitalization of the current mall with targeted retail
for our specific and changing demographics. In addition to retail, the area should have experiential
attractions that can bolster that retail such as, an updated movie theater, bowling alley, children's
indoor play place, additional (not chain) restaurants, and/or other similar attractions. Let it be a
destination where the community can come together!

The demographics of this area are changing and the food and retail that is developed need to reflect
that changing demographic. Costco is not what this community needs or wants. | could not be more
opposed to this project and will actively work against it. Please reconsider this course.

Regards,

-Peter Walker
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