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I. Progress To Date
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Precise Plan Milestones
January 2019

March/April

April

May

May

June

August

August

September

September

October 

November

Project Kick-Off

Gen. Plan Steering Committee: Visioning, Prioritization

Pop-Up Workshop at 2nd Friday Art Walk

Downtown Stakeholders Focus Group Meetings

Multi-Day Design Charrette

Downtown Profile Report

Draft Downtown Options Report

Pop-Up Workshop at Farmer’s Market

Planning Commission Study Session 

Final Downtown Options Report

City Council Study Session, General Plan Steering Committee: 

Downtown Options

Citizens Advisory Committee 
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Precise Plan Milestones
February 2020

April

May 

May

July

August

December

General Plan Steering Committee: Historic Resources

Administrative Draft Precise Plan and Code

FBC-101 Video series

General Plan Steering Committee: Admin Draft Plan and Code

Citizens Advisory Committee: Admin Draft Plan and Code

Gen. Plan Steering Committee: Form-Based Code Walk-Through

Public Review Draft Precise Plan and Code
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II. Structure + Organization
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What do the Precise Plan and Code do?

The Downtown Precise Plan sets policies and standards to 

guide the City in prioritizing public investment and regulating 

private development to achieve the community vision. It 

includes:

▪ Design Principles that define the community vision 

▪ Guiding Policies to aid decision making

▪ Strategies that are recommendations, but not

requirements, to achieve plan goals

▪ Implementing Actions that are required steps to realize 

the Precise Plan vision

The Downtown Form-Based Code 

(Chapter Nine of the Precise Plan 

document) will be used for the day-to-

day implementation of the Plan, along 

with other related documents 

currently used by City staff.
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Key Themes
Refer Vision 
Summary

1. Recalibrate the role of Downtown from a retail and employment district into a mixed-use center.

2. Promote housing in Downtown to meet a variety of needs and lifestyle choices. 

3. Foster a continued sense of identity through focused investments at important Downtown nodes. 

4. Preserve Downtown’s unique history and built heritage while encouraging new development.

5. Create an exemplary public realm to improve pedestrian and bicycle connectivity. 

6. Ensure that future development patterns can adapt to climate change and sea-level rise. 

7. Create a predictable development review process to allow streamlining of project proposals.  



Downtown San Rafael Precise Plan | Planning Commission Public Hearing | January 26th, 2021 9

How is the Specific Plan organized?
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III. Chapter 9 Highlights
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Code Organization

Organized into Articles + Divisions:

▪ Article 1: Introduction

Division 1.1 - Purpose

▪ Article 2: Downtown Zones

Division 2.1 - Preamble

Division 2.2 – Establishment + Designation of Zones

Division 2.3 – Downtown Zones

▪ Article 3: Supplemental to Downtown Zones

Division 3.1 - Site Standards

Division 3.2 – Massing + Façade Articulation Standards

Division 3.3 - Frontage Standards

▪ Article 4: Definitions

Division 4.1 – Definitions, Use Types, Measurement Methods
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Quick Code Guide Refer Article 1



Downtown San Rafael Precise Plan | Planning Commission Public Hearing | January 26th, 2021 13

Preamble Refer Article 1
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Regulating Plan
Refer Article 2 
Division 2.2
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Downtown Zones
Refer Article 2 
Division 2.3
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Downtown Zones
Refer Article 2 
Division 2.3
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Downtown Zones
Refer Article 2 
Division 2.3
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Downtown Zones
Refer Article 2 
Division 2.3
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Use Tables
Refer Article 2 
Division 2.3
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Site Standards
Refer Article 3 
Division 3.1
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Massing + Articulation Standards
Refer Article 3 
Division 3.2
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Massing + Articulation Standards
Refer Article 3 
Division 3.2
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Adjacency to Historic Resources
Refer Article 3 
Division 3.2
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Frontage Standards
Refer Article 3 
Division 3.3
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Definitions + Measurements

Additional Information:

▪ Definitions + Use Types for 

specialized terms and phrases

▪ Measurement Methods for 

standards such as site “fronts” 

and “sides”,  buildable area, 

façade zones and heights

Refer Article 4 
Division 4.1
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Code Testing + Refinements
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Discussion


