
San Rafael General Plan 2040

San Rafael Planning Commission Public Hearing: October 27, 2020



Context for General Plan Update

• Not starting from scratch

• Moving General Plan 2020 time horizon forward to 2040

• Integrating recent plans and addressing new State laws

• Reflecting current issues and trends

• Incorporating public input

• 24-member Steering Committee served as “sounding board” 
for policy and program updates

• Diverse perspectives and views on Plan topics



Planning Commission Hearings (tentative)
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Introduction and Framework

2. Framework and 
Guiding Principles

• Regional context and history

• Forces driving change

• Forecasts for 2040

• Guiding Principles

1. Introduction

• Explains GP 2040 purpose 

• How to use the Plan

• Relationship to other plans

• Plan Update process

• Organization of document

New



Land Use Element

• Profile of existing land uses 

• Key Plan concepts

• Land Use Map and classification system

• Height Map and Floor Area Ratio Map

• Goals, Policies, and Programs
• Well Managed Growth and Change

• A Complete Community

• Distinctive Neighborhoods



Neighborhoods

Element

• Five Planning Areas: 

33 Neighborhoods



Community Design 

and Preservation 

Element

• Introduction

• Existing Design Characteristics

• Maps of natural setting, topography, views, 
gateways, waterfront, place types

• Goals Reorganized

• A beautiful city

• A strong sense of place

• Attractive streets and public spaces

• Quality construction and design

• Protected cultural heritage



Conservation and 

Climate Change 

Element

• Essential policies are carried forward 
and expanded 

• Wetlands 

• Creeks

• Hillside protection

• Habitat and invasive species

• Special status species

• Air and quality

• Policies added

• Urban forestry

• Mineral resource management

• Light pollution/ dark skies

• Low impact development/ green 
infrastructure

• Renewable energy

• 2030 Climate Action policy “platform”



Parks, Recreation 

and Open Space 

Element

• Park policies expanded

• Parks Master Plan

• Park classification system

• Updated acreage standards

• Joint use of school properties

• Public-private partnerships

• Equity and cultural competence issues

• Expanded programming 

• Open space focus is on management

• Invasive species control

• Wildfire prevention

• Trails

• Illegal encampments

• Environmental education 

• Lesser focus on acquisition 



Essential policies are carried forward 

and expanded

New Sea Level Rise Adaption Focus

• Sea Level Adaptation Report

• New policies and programs

Wildfire Prevention and Response

• New policies and programs added

Other lssues

• Power shutoffs

• Public health emergencies

• Emergency preparedness

• Hazardous materials

Safety and 

Resilience 

Element



Noise Element

• Introduction

• How Noise is Measured

• Existing Noise Environment in San Rafael

• Noise Compatibility Matrix

• Noise Contour Diagrams

• Policies and programs to reduce potential 
noise conflicts



January 2019 Policy AuditGeneral Plan 2020 (2004)

Policy / Program Development Process



February 2019 Committee Discussion of Audit/ 
Written Comments

Policy / Program Development Process



September 2019
Committee Small Group 
Discussion of proposed 
2040 policies

Policy / Program Development Process



November 2019
Policies edited to incorporate Committee feedback

March 2020
Policies formatted and assembled in master list

Policy / Program Development Process



Final Pre-draft edits: July 2020 September 2020: General Plan 2040

Policy / Program Development Process



Neighborhoods Element Update Process



Tonight’s Hearing

• Clarifying Questions/ Accept Report

• Accept Public Comments on Chapters 1-9

• Commission Discussion of Public Comments and Chapters 1-9

• Continue hearing to November 12 for discussion of Chapters 10-14 
and outstanding issues on Chapters 1-9

• Staff will return on Dec 15 with responses to issues raised this 
evening

• Opportunities for public comment will continue through early 2021



Comments Received to Date (12 PM 10/27)

• 10 requests to add language preserving redwood trees

• Letter from Sierra Club endorsing MCL comments

• Letter from Victoria DeWitt re: Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8

• Letter from Marin Audubon regarding Canalways and wetlands policies

• Letter from San Rafael Heritage regarding preservation policies

• Letter from S. Fischer regarding Conservation/ Climate Change policies

• Letter from Responsible Growth in Marin on Land Use, Neighborhoods, and Conservation/Climate 
Change Elements

• Letter from Terra Linda Homeowners Association on Land Use, Neighborhoods, and 
Conservation/Climate Change Elements



Thank You!
All documents are on-line at

www.sanrafael2040.org
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http://www.sanrafael2040.org/
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