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REPORT TO PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
SUBJECT: Tiscornia Marsh Restoration Project, North of Canal Street – Public hearing for the 
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) prepared to assess the environmental impacts of the 
Tiscornia Marsh Restoration Project. The Tiscornia Marsh Restoration Project proposes to restore 
the tidal marsh/mudflats located north and outboard of Canal Street, as well as the City-owned diked 
marsh located north of the Albert J. Boro Center/Pickleweed Park Playfields. APNs: 009-142-01, 
009-032-08 and -09; Park/Open Space- Wetland Overlay (P/OS-WO) District. Applicant: Marin 
Audubon Society; Property Owners: Marin Audubon Society and City of San Rafael. 

 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Marin Audubon Society (MAS), project applicant, has filed Use Permit and Environmental and Design 
Review Permit applications to pursue a restoration of the Tiscornia Marsh and adjacent City-owned diked 
marsh located north of Canal Street. In late 2020, these planning applications and restoration plans were 
reviewed by City staff, and it was determined that the project has the potential to result in significant, 
physical environmental effects.  The preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was 
recommended.  Consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the City 
issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) announcing that an EIR would be prepared to assess the impacts of 
the project. The NOP included a 30-day public review for pertinent agencies, interested organizations, and 
the public to comment on the scope of issues to be studied in the EIR.  On February 23, 2021, the Planning 
Commission conducted a public “scoping hearing” to allow for public comment. The Commission confirmed 
the scope of issues for study and directed that staff proceed with the preparation of an EIR.    
 
A Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) has been completed and was released for public review on 
September 10, 2021.  Per the CEQA Guidelines, a minimum 45-day public review period has been 
observed for the submittal of comments on the DEIR (review period closing on October 26, 2021).  During 
this public review period, the Planning Commission is required to conduct a public hearing on the DEIR. 
Comments on the DEIR that have been received as of the release date of this staff report (Thursday, 
October 21, 2021) are attached (Exhibit 2).      
 
The DEIR has been prepared in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines, which finds that the project would 
not result in any significant, unavoidable impacts that cannot be mitigated.  The DEIR finds that all 
potentially significant impacts can be mitigated to a less-than-significant level through implementation of 
recommended mitigation measures.  The DEIR is adequate and thorough. Therefore, it is recommended 
that the City proceed with preparation of a Final EIR (FEIR), which will include a response to all comments 
submitted on the DEIR.   
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Planning Commission take the following actions: 
1.  Accept public testimony and comments on the DEIR. 
2.  Direct staff to prepare a Final Environmental Impact Report/Response to Comments (FEIR). 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Site Description & Setting:  
The Tiscornia Marsh site covers 21 acres of tidal marsh and bay lands and well as 2,000 feet of shoreline 
levee/trail located north of East Canal Street.  The property, which is owned by MAS is bound to the: a) 
south by a shoreline levee, Schoen Park (small City-owned park/playground) and Canal Street; b) west by 
the Albert J Boro Community Center and Pickleweed Park; c) east by the San Rafael Bay; and d) north by 
the San Rafael Creek.  The neighboring Albert J Boro Community Center and Pickleweed Park covers 
approximately 15 acres which includes an active community center, community park, and an expansive 
playfield.  Included in the City-owned holdings is an undeveloped, four-acre diked salt marsh, which is 
located north of the large playfield.  Although subject to flooding in the winter months, this diked salt marsh 
is enclosed by a perimeter levee and contains a well-used, informal pedestrian trail, which loops through 
the area.   
 
Figure 1: Tiscornia Marsh Restoration Project Location 

 
 
The Tiscornia Marsh has experienced considerable erosion along its bayward edge, which is attributed to 
direct wave action from the bay.  Over the last 30 years, approximately three acres of the tidal marsh has 
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been lost to this erosion, which has dramatically impacted habitat for species such as the California 
Ridgway’s Rail and Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse.  Under current conditions, it is expected that this erosion 
will continue and will likely increase as sea level rises. The second critical issue for this general area is 
flooding.  The adjacent Canal neighborhood is low-lying and is currently at risk to coastal flooding (as well 
as sea level rise).    
  
History: 
In June 2016, the voters of the nine Bay Area counties approved Measure AA, a parcel tax measure. The 
tax measure is a $12.00 per year tax on every parcel in the Bay Area.  The purpose of Measure AA is to 
generate $500 million over a 20-year period for critical tidal marsh restoration projects around the San 
Francisco Bay.  The goal is to improve water quality, restore habitat for wildlife, protect communities from 
flooding and increase shoreline public access.   
 
Applications for Measure AA funds for local restoration projects are initiated annually by the San Francisco 
Bay Restoration Authority.  In fall 2018, a second call for applications was released and MAS applied for 
funding.  As required by the application process MAS was required to submit an endorsement of the 
application by the local jurisdiction (City).  On October 1, 2018, the City Council reviewed this request and 
adopted Resolution No. 14592 authorizing the application endorsement.  As part of this review, the City 
Council acknowledged it role as the lead agency on this project for permitting and environmental review.   
 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Marin Audubon Society is pursuing the restoration of the Tiscornia Marsh, which would include the 
contiguous City-owned dike marsh. The project objectives are as follows: 
 

• Restore the project area to improve ecological function and habitat quantity, quality, and 
connectivity for native marsh species and marsh upland transition species, including special-status 
species. 

• Protect the project site marshlands from future marsh edge erosion. 
• Increase the level of flood protection for the Canal neighborhood and other nearby communities of 

Central San Rafael. 
• Create sustainable benefits that consider future environmental changes such as sea level rise and 

sedimentation. 
• Maintain and improve public access to passive recreation and outdoor education opportunities 

(e.g., hiking, jogging and bird watching).   
 
Tiscornia Marsh would be restored to its former extent by beneficially reusing dredged material from local 
sources. A coarse beach would be constructed along the bay ward edge of the restored marsh to resist 
future erosion. Tidal action would also be restored to the City-owned diked marsh at the north end of 
Pickleweed Park. Altogether, the project would reconstruct approximately four acres of eroded tidal marsh, 
preserve and protect the approximately eight remaining acres of Tiscornia Marsh, and restore 
approximately five acres of diked marsh (City-owned area north of the Pickleweed Park playfields) by 
reconnecting it to tidal inundation. The project also proposes to construct a new 600-foot setback levee 
and improve approximately 1,100 feet of shoreline levee to achieve greater flood protection, public access, 
and habitat benefits. In sum, the major project elements include the:  
 
 Introduction of a course, rocky beach; 
 Reconstruction of the eroded tidal marsh; 
 Restoring the diked marsh to the bay; 
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 Shoreline levee improvements; and  
 Development of an ecotone slope. 

 
Figure 2: Restoration Plan 

 
 
Since the initial development of the restoration plan, minor revisions to the plan have been made to align 
with several City-sponsored projects within the park and community center area.  Among these projects is 
a storm drain outfall and trash capture program, which, if implemented, would necessitate some 
adjustments that would transition to and join with to tie-off the elevated western levee in the restoration 
plan.   
 
Use Permit and Environmental and Design Review Permit applications have been filed for this project. The 
grading and restoration of wetlands (including filling and cutting/dredging) requires a Use Permit per SRMC 
Sections 14.13.030 and 14.13.050 (Wetland Overlay District).  Grading as a primary use (not linked to the 
construction of a building) requires an Environmental and Design Permit per SRMC Section 
14.25.040A.3.b, as it is considered a major site improvement (involves in excess of 1,000 cubic yards of 
fill and 2,000 cubic yards of cut).   Construction-related City permits required for this project include a 
Grading Permit and a Tideland Permit.  Permits and clearances are required by other regulatory agencies 
including, but not limited to the US Army Corps of Engineers, Bay Conservation and Development 
Commission (BCDC), California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW), and the California Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (RWQCB)   
 



REPORT TO PLANNING COMMISSION –  
Case No: UP21-001, ED21-002 & IS21-001  
Page 5 
 

    
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS AND REVIEW 
 
Notice of Preparation – EIR Required: 
Pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, this project 
is subject to environmental review. In early 2021, it was determined that the project has the potential to 
result in significant impacts on the environmental, and that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) should 
be prepared to assess these potential impacts.  Consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15082, a Notice 
of Preparation (NOP) was released in January 2021 for a 30-day public review to: a) announce the 
commencement of the EIR preparation process; and b) solicit comments from responsible and trustee 
agencies, utility providers, organizations, and the public concerning the scope of issues to be studied in 
the EIR. Per the City’s Environmental Review Procedures, the Planning Commission conducted a public 
“scoping” hearing on February 23, 2021.  The Planning Commission accepted public comments, provided 
comments on the scope of issues, and directed staff to proceed with the preparation of a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR).   
 
As part of the NOP process, based on the preliminary review of project application materials, including the 
project description and plans, the following environmental impact topic areas were determined to clearly 
not apply to this project and would not warrant further discussion or study in the EIR: 
 
 Agriculture and Forestry Resources 
 Energy 
 Mineral Resources  
 Population/Housing 

 
This determination was made as there are no agricultural activities/uses, forestry resources, or existing 
housing on the project site.  Further, the proposed use and its construction would not: a) result in wasteful, 
inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources; b) conflict with plans for renewable energy.    
 
Tribal Consultation – AB 52 
Consistent with the requirements and protocols of State Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 (AB 52) and 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5, the City, as a lead agency must offer an opportunity for early 
consultation with the local Native American tribe. In February 2021, the City initiated the tribal consultation 
process through a request with the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria (FIGR).   
 
City staff met with representatives of the FIGR in spring 2021, which included an exchange of the cultural 
resources assessment prepared for the project area provide by ESA, Inc.  In this meeting, there was a 
discussion of the resources assessment as well as recommended grading and construction protocols and 
requirements. These grading and construction protocols and requirements have been included in the 
cultural resource section of the DEIR (discussed below).   
 
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) Completed: 
As directed by the Planning Commission, a DEIR has been completed. A Notice of Completion was 
released and filed with the State Clearinghouse on September 10, 2021.  In tandem with this filing, the 
City sent (via US Mail and noticed publication in the Marin Independent Journal) a Notice of 
Availability/Notice of Public Hearing to: a) the regulatory agencies with project oversight; b) local interest 
groups and organizations as well as homeowner/neighborhood associations; and c) property owners and 
residents within 400 feet of the project area.  A minimum 45-day public review period has been observed 
for the submittal of comments on the DEIR. The public comment period closes on the date of the Planning 
Commission hearing on the DEIR (October 26, 2021). The DEIR can be accessed on the Tiscornia Marsh 
webpage.    

https://www.cityofsanrafael.org/tiscornia-marsh/
https://www.cityofsanrafael.org/tiscornia-marsh/
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The primary purpose of the DEIR is to provide full disclosure and information regarding a project’s potential 
physical impacts on the environment in advance of deciding on a project, and to require feasible mitigation 
to reduce or eliminate impacts that have been identified.  The DEIR identifies the following three 
environmental impact finding categories and the conclusions/determinations reached for the Tiscornia 
Marsh Restoration Project: 

 
Significant, Unavoidable Adverse Impact Determination 
Of the topic areas that were assessed and studied, the DEIR has concluded that the restoration project 
will result in no unavoidable adverse environmental impacts that cannot be mitigated. 

 
No Impact & Less-than-Significant Impact Determination 
The DEIR concluded that the restoration project would result in either no impacts or less-than-
significant impact in the following topic areas: 
 
 Aesthetics    
 Biological Resources (wetlands and riparian habitat impacts) 
 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
 Hydrology/Water Quality  
 Agriculture/Forest Resources 
 Energy 
 Geology and Soils 
 Hazardous Materials 
 Land Use and Planning 
 Mineral Resources  
 Noise 
 Population and Housing 
 Public Services 
 Recreation 
 Transportation and Traffic 
 Utilities and Service Systems 
 Wildfire 

 
Less-than-Significant Impact with Incorporation of Mitigation Measures Determination 
The DEIR has concluded that the restoration project would result in potentially significant impacts but 
recommends mitigation measures that would reduce these impacts to a less-than-significant level. A 
summary of the DEIR topic areas where this finding has been reached, as well as the mitigation 
measures that are recommended is provided as follows:  
 
 Air Quality - The DEIR has assessed air quality impacts associated with project.  While the 

project would not result in permanent air quality impacts, project construction would result in 
temporary pollutants, exposing sensitive receptors (e.g., nearby residential uses) to substantial 
pollutant concentrations.  To reduce this significant, temporary, construction-related impact to 
a less-than-significant level, the DEIR recommends two mitigation measures.  Mitigation 
Measure 3.3-1 would require that the project proponent/construction contractor comply with and 
implement the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) basic construction 
standards, which would involve, among others: a) covering trucks hauling soil material; b) 
watering soil exposed surfaced twice daily during construction; and c) limiting idle times on 
construction equipment and hauling vehicles.  Second, Mitigation Measures 3.3-2 would require 
that the project proponent/construction contractor be required to use off-road diesel 
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construction equipment that is in compliance with the EPA Tier 4 Non-road Engine Standards.     

 Biological Resources – The DEIR has assessed biological impacts associated with the project. 
As part of this assessment, the site was analyzed for special-status species as the area 
provides potential habitat for, among others, the California Black Rail, the California Ridgeway’s 
Rail, and the Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse. The DEIR concludes that when completed, the 
restoration project would have beneficial impacts to biological resources by improving habitat. 
However, project construction (particularly earth movement/grading and pile driving) has the 
potential to significantly impact biological resources. The following mitigation measures are 
recommended to reduce the construction-related impacts to a less-than-significant level: 
o To ensure that field management and construction personnel are made aware of the 

biological resources and the protocols needed to protect these resources, pre-construction 
training for all personnel is recommended.  Mitigation Measure BIO 3.4-1 calls for the 
development and implementation of a Worker Environmental Awareness Training (WEAT) 
to be conducted by a qualified biologist.   

o To avoid and minimize impacts on the California Black Rail and the California Ridgeway’s 
Rail, Mitigation Measure BIO 3.4-2 recommends that construction and vegetation 
management necessitating the use of heavy equipment that would occur adjacent to the 
tidal marsh shall be avoided during the breeding season from February 1 through August 
31. If work cannot be avoided during the breeding season, protocol-level surveys 
(consistent with US Fish & Wildlife Service protocols) are to be conducted during periods of 
peak detectability (January 15 through March 25).  This measure also includes specific 
measures such as construction setbacks if the species is determined to be present in the 
project area.     

o To minimize impacts to nesting birds, Mitigation Measure BIO 3.4-3 recommends that the 
removal of trees and scrub vegetation occur outside the bird nesting season (February 1 
through August 31). This measure requires precautions similar to the protocols required by 
Mitigation Measure BIO 3.4-2 if vegetation removal occurs during the nesting season. 

o Potential habitat for the Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse, a special-status species, occurs in 
areas of pickleweed cover as well as salt marsh vegetation.  Mitigation Measure BIO 3.4-4 
recommends avoiding the habitat area to the extent feasible, that the habitat area be 
fenced, and that construction staging, and hauling be sited a minimum of 50 feet from the 
habitat area.   

o Mitigation Measure BIO 3.4-5 recommends that prior to the commencement of construction, 
a qualified biologist should conduct a survey of special-status plant species (several known 
species expected in the project area).  If any of the special-status species are present at 
the time the survey is conducted, the area is to be fenced to ensure that it is not disturbed 
or destroyed during construction.   

o Some elements of the project would require the installation of pile-driven piers.  The noise 
and vibration associated with pile driving in the water could potentially impact fish and 
marine mammals.  Mitigation Measure BIO 3.4-6 recommends that the project sponsor 
prepare a NOAA-approved sound attenuation monitoring plan, which is to be implemented 
during construction.  This plan is to include, among others: a) a seasonal restriction on in-
water construction permitting a work window of June 1 through November 30.; and b) 
establishment of a safety zone for marine mammals; and c) a requirement to temporarily 
halt pile driving activities when a marine mammal enters the safety zone.   
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o To ensure maximum protection to trees, Mitigation Measure BIO 3.4-7 recommends that 

tree-related work (removal, planting and pruning) adhere to the provisions of the San Rafael 
Municipal Code Section 11.12 (Title 11- Public Works, Trees).       

 Cultural/Tribal Resources - The DEIR has assessed cultural and tribal resource impacts 
associated with the project.  The project has the potential to encounter archaeological 
resources during site grading and construction.  As discussed above, tribal consultation with 
FIGR was initiated by City staff earlier this year. As a result of this consultation and consistent 
with the City’s Archaeological Resources Protection Procedures, the DEIR recommends 
specific mitigation to be followed to address resources or human remains if encountered during 
construction.  Mitigation Measure CUL-1 recommends that prior to construction, a qualified 
archaeologist provide resource awareness training to the project sponsor and construction 
personnel.  The awareness training includes providing the personnel with the appropriate steps 
that are taken in the event resources are encountered. In addition, Mitigation Measure CUL-2 
recommends specific procedures and protocols to be taken in the event human remains are 
encountered, which include notifying the Marin County Coroner and the appropriate FIGR 
representatives. 

 Traffic and Transportation - The DEIR has assessed traffic and transportation related impacts 
associated with the project. While the restoration project would not result is any changes to 
traffic or transportation links and services when it is completed, project construction will result 
in temporary truck and construction vehicle traffic disruption in a residential neighborhood.  
Mitigation Measure TRAN-1 recommends that a Construction Traffic Control Plan be developed 
and implemented during construction.  The plan is to include the development of a truck route, 
staging area and safe access, as well as pre-construction notification to San Rafael City 
Schools (Bahia Vista Elementary School near the project site).     

 
Project Alternatives 
CEQA requires that an EIR describe a range of reasonable alternatives to a project, which would 
feasibly attain most of the basic objectives of the project with the goal to avoid or substantially lessen 
any of the significant effects of the project. During the NOP process several project alternatives were 
identified for consideration with some being rejected as they did not meet the basic project objectives. 
The DEIR has identified and assessed the following three alternatives, which includes a “No Project” 
alternative required by the CEQA Guidelines.  The following is a summary of and the findings for each 
alternative: 
 
1. “No Project” alternative (Alternative 1).  This alternative assumes that the project would not be 

pursued or developed and that the site would not be restored.  Under this scenario: a) the Tiscornia 
Marsh would continue to erode and would ultimately be eliminated over time; and b) the levee 
would not be raised so the area will continue to be vulnerable to impacts from increased flooding 
and projected sea level rise. 

2. “Reduced Project – Reduced Tiscornia Marsh” alternative (Alternative 2).  This alternative assumes 
a reduction in the area proposed for restoration.  Specifically, the easternmost portion of the 
restoration area under the proposed project, which includes the coarse beach and marsh 
connection to the tidal channel would not be constructed.  The impacts of bay fill under this scenario 
would be reduced; however, it would result in less habitat area and the new marsh would be more 
exposed to the bay tides making it vulnerable to future erosion.  

3. “Reduced Project – Eliminate Diked Marsh Restoration” alternative (Alternative 3).  This alternative 
assumes a reduction in the area proposed for restoration. Specifically, the westernmost portion of 
the restoration area under the proposed project, the diked marsh owned by the City of San Rafael 
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would not be constructed. The construction activity and site disturbance would be less under this 
scenario; however, it would result in substantially less habitat and flood protection benefit.    

The CEQA Guidelines require that the EIR identify which of the studied alternatives is the 
“environmentally superior” alternative (the alternative resulting in the least environmental impacts).  
The DEIR has concluded that Alternative 3 would be the environmentally superior or “preferred” 
alternative as it involves the least amount of construction activity, grading and site disturbance.  
However, this alternative would only partially meet the project objectives and would result in 
substantially less habitat and flood protection benefit.   

 
Conclusions 
The DEIR has been prepared in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines. The document is thorough, and 
the findings are supported by substantial evidence and sound technical studies. It is recommended that 
the Planning Commission direct staff to proceed with the preparation of the Final EIR/Response to 
Comments. This step will also include the preparation of a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
(MMRP), which will lay out how the mitigation measures will be: a) mandated through the planning permit 
actions; and b) implemented to ensure that the significant impacts will be effectively reduced.   
 
NEXT STEPS  
 
The environmental consultant will respond to the comments raised at the DEIR hearing and prepare a 
Final EIR (FEIR). The FEIR, along with the project planning applications (Use Permit and Environmental 
and Design Review Permit), will be considered by the Commission at the public hearing (tentatively 
scheduled for December 2021).  The Planning Commission has decision-making authority over the 
requested permits, so its action on these applications is final unless appealed to the City Council.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Correspondence received as of the writing (or publication) of this staff report on the DEIR is presented is 
attached (Exhibit 2).  Correspondence received after Wednesday, October 20, 2021 to Tuesday, October 
26, 2021 will be forwarded to the Commission under separate cover and will be posted on the  Tiscornia 
Marsh webpage.   
 
EXHIBITS 
 
1. Notice of Completion/Availability of DEIR; September 10, 2021 
2. Correspondence/Public Comments 
 
DEIR, plans/documents and supportive studies can be accessed on the Tiscornia Marsh webpage: 
Tiscornia Marsh Restoration Project - San Rafael (cityofsanrafael.org)   

https://www.cityofsanrafael.org/tiscornia-marsh/
https://www.cityofsanrafael.org/tiscornia-marsh/
https://www.cityofsanrafael.org/tiscornia-marsh/
https://www.cityofsanrafael.org/tiscornia-marsh/
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        Air Resources Board       Office of Historic Preservation 
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        California Emergency Management Agency       Parks & Recreation, Department of 
        California Highway Patrol       Pesticide Regulation, Department of 
        Caltrans District #             Public Utilities Commission 
        Caltrans Division of Aeronautics       Regional WQCB #       
        Caltrans Planning       Resources Agency 
        Central Valley Flood Protection Board       Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of 
        Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy       S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm. 
        Coastal Commission       San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mtns. Conservancy 
        Colorado River Board       San Joaquin River Conservancy 
        Conservation, Department of       Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy 
        Corrections, Department of       State Lands Commission 
        Delta Protection Commission       SWRCB: Clean Water Grants 
        Education, Department of       SWRCB: Water Quality 
        Energy Commission       SWRCB: Water Rights 
        Fish & Game Region #             Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
        Food & Agriculture, Department of       Toxic Substances Control, Department of 
        Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of        Water Resources, Department of 
        General Services, Department of  
        Health Services, Department of       Other:       
        Housing & Community Development       Other:       
        Native American Heritage Commission  
 
 
Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency) 
 
Starting Date        Ending Date        
 
 
Lead Agency (Complete if applicable):  
 
Consulting Firm:        Applicant:        
Address:        Address:        
City/State/Zip:        City/State/Zip:        
Contact:        Phone:        
Phone:        
 
 
Signature of Lead Agency Representative:  Date:  
 
Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code. 



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jonathan Knight
Theo Sanchez
I support the Tiscornia Marsh Project 
Monday, October 18, 2021 12:24:02 PM

Hello Mr. Sanchez, 
I am writing as a Marin resident concerned both about environmental disaster and racial
equity. The Canal District of San Rafeal is a valued part of the Marin community and we need
to come together to protect it. The Canal is one of the most vulnerable communities to
flooding and our most economic and racially vulnerable at the same time. This is very often a
combination that leads to devastation for families. I fully support funding the Tiscornia Marsh
Project and doing everything we can to protect our vulnerable communities.

Thank You,

-- 

Jonathan Knight

San Anselmo, CA 94960

mailto:Theo.Sanchez@cityofsanrafael.org


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

jess lerner
Theo Sanchez
Feedback re: Tiscornia Marsh Project 
Monday, October 18, 2021 11:29:55 AM

Dear Mr. Sanchez,
**Please put these comments on record and share with relevant City Council 
members and officials.**

Selected properties along the Canal shoreline are at high risk of coastal 
flooding due to sea-level rise and climate change, bay waves and tides are 
increasing in volume. Because the water level is increasing, severe flooding is 
likely to happen within 5 to 10 years, rather than 100 years as previously 
predicted.

The land most vulnerable to sea level rise in Marin is also the home to one 
of the most vulnerable communities of color in the county.

 The goal of the Tiscornia Marsh project is to enhance the ecological 
function of the Tiscornia Marsh property and increase flood protection for 
the Canal neighborhood, while maintaining the community value of the 
Albert J. Boro Community Center and Pickleweed Park.

We need funding for projects like this that will protect these most 
vulnerable communities from environmental catastrophe, and enhance the 
sustainability of the Bay at the same time.

Please protect these communities, protect our ecological integrity, and do
the work needed to face imminent risk from climate change and sea level
rise now, and support the Tiscornia Marsh Project.

Thank you for sharing these comments!

Jess Lerner
Fairfax

mailto:Theo.Sanchez@cityofsanrafael.org


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kristi Denham
Theo Sanchez
Tiscornia Marsh Project
Monday, October 18, 2021 10:51:15 AM

Dear Mr. Sanchez,
My family are long time residents of Marin. We support the efforts of the Tiscornia
Marsh Project to protect the Canal Community from flooding due to rising sea levels.
Please do all that you can to ensure that this project goes through. It is past time for
us to address the dangers of sea level rise and its impact on our most vulnerable
communities who always seem to be too easily forgotten, especially when the short
term price is high and the wealthier communities around us don't see it as a problem
they will face. Please. Do the right thing and support this important work.
Thank you in advance.
Sincerely,
Rev. Kristi Denham

mailto:Theo.Sanchez@cityofsanrafael.org


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Anna Costello
Theo Sanchez
Support the Tiscornia Marsh Project!
Monday, October 18, 2021 11:38:07 AM

Dear Mr. Sanchez,

As a resident of San Rafael, I have seen firsthand how vulnerable the Canal community is to
flooding and the hazardous weather conditions that climate change will continue to
exacerbate. I wanted to express my full support for the Tiscornia Marsh Project which will
both support the ecological well-being of the Tiscornia Marsh as well as protect the residents
of the community with increased flood protection. This project is vital to proactively protect
the community from flood damage and emergency scenarios. Please do all in your power to
support the Tiscornia Marsh Project and the Canal community who is very vulnerable and
requires our resources and attention now! Marin County values ecological sustainability
highly and this project will be highly favorable to the wider Marin community.

The Canal residents are some of the most vulnerable communities to flooding, sea level rise,
and climate change impacts in our county. Please support the Tiscornia Marsh Project to take
proactive action to support the ecology and local community. Thank you for your attention
and support!

Best,
Anna

mailto:Theo.Sanchez@cityofsanrafael.org


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Taylor Renee
Theo Sanchez
Tiscornia Marsh Project
Monday, October 18, 2021 11:29:01 AM

Dear Mr. Sanchez,

As a resident of San Rafael, I support the efforts of the Tiscornia Marsh Project to 
protect the Canal Community from flooding due to rising sea levels. This community 
is one of the most vulnerable populations and I believe it is critical to protect them by 
supporting this project. We will do whatever is necessary to protect the Canal District 
residents' homes because this community is valued as a major part of San Rafael and 
Marin County in general. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
-- 
Taylor Newcomb
Birth Doula

mailto:Theo.Sanchez@cityofsanrafael.org


From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

LORI JOHNSON
Theo Sanchez
Tiscornia Project
Monday, October 18, 2021 11:25:06 AM

Dear Mr. Sanchez,

I am a resident of Marin County and I am writing to support the efforts of the Tiscornia 
Marsh Project to protect the Canal Community from flooding due to rising sea levels. 

It’s no coincidence that the land most vulnerable to sea level rise in Marin is also the home 
to one of the most vulnerable communities of color in the state. We need to let the 
politicians know that we demand funding for projects like this that will protect these 

communities from environmental catastrophe and enhance the sustainability of the Bay at 
the same time.

Sincerely,
Lori Johnson 

mailto:Theo.Sanchez@cityofsanrafael.org
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