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Depending on the height of the tide, East San Rafael is many feet below sea 
level now and will get deeper over the years. 
There are only three ways to prepare for it now: 
 

1. Levee repair, upgrade and maintenance. 
2. Pump station repair, upgrade and maintenance. 
3. Channel dredging, maintain adequate depths for drainage. 

 
Costs and timing are the only variables since they depend on when and how? 
For example, the major cost associated with the levee reinforcement is the cost 
of material.  
The major cost of dredging is the transportation and disposal of dredged 
material that can be beneficially reused.  
Millions can be saved if we simply reuse the dredged material to protect the 
levees like what is planned at Tiscornia by Barbra Salzman. 
 
Decades age I led the effort to do the above. We built a pond where the 
Spinnaker / Baypoint homes are now. 
We dredged the San Rafael Canal and beneficially reused the material. The 
developer built all those  homes on it. 
Everyone won. The Canal was dredged and levees built efficiently at lower cost 
utilizing a hydraulic dredge. 
The material was quietly moved to raise the site via pipeline instead of hauling 
it in thousands of dump truck loads. 
 
Please call me if you would like to learn more about how we can accomplish 
another win-win for all involved. 
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