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III. CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is state legislation (Pub. Res. Code §21000 et seq.) 

that provides for the development and maintenance of a high-quality environment for the present-

day and future through the identification of significant environmental effects.7 CEQA applies to 

“projects” proposed to be undertaken or requiring approval from state or local government 

agencies. “Projects” are defined as “activities which have the potential to have a physical impact on 

the environment and may include the enactment of zoning ordinances, the issuance of conditional 

use permits and the approval of tentative subdivision maps.”8 Historic and cultural resources are 

considered to be part of the environment. In general, the lead agency must complete the 

environmental review process as required by CEQA. In the case of the proposed Aldersly Retirement 

Community Redevelopment Plan, the City of San Rafael will act as the lead agency. 

 

In completing an analysis of a project under CEQA, it must first be determined if the project site 

possesses a historical resource. A site may qualify as a historical resource if it falls within at least one 

of four categories listed in CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a).9 The four categories are: 

 

1. A resource listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources 

Commission, for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (Pub. Res. Code 

SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4850 et seq.). 

 

2. A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in Section 5020.1(k) 

of the Public Resources Code or identified as significant in an historical resource survey 

meeting the requirements of section 5024.1 (g) of the Public Resources Code, shall be 

presumed to be historically or culturally significant. Public agencies must treat any such 

resource as significant unless the preponderance of evidence demonstrates that it is not 

historically or culturally significant. 

 

3. Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead agency 

determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, 

scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of 

California may be considered to be an historical resource, provided the lead agency’s 

determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the whole record. Generally, a 

resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be “historically significant” if the resource 

meets the criteria for listing on the California Register of Historical Resources (Pub. Res. 

Code SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4852). 

 

 
7 California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), California Legislative Information, accessed September 15, 2020, 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=PRC&division=13.&title=&part=&chapter

=&article=  
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
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LEGEND OF BUILDINGS

A-H   1961-68 Second Bay    
          Tradition Buildings
          (Rex Whitaker Allen)

I        2004 Assisted Living
          Facility

J        1945 Minor Building

K       1992 Health Center/
           Nursing Facility

CONTRIBUTING FEATURES

1    Entry gate inscriptions

2    Main entrance with 
 milemarker and lanterns

3    Central lawn and views

4    Main stair 

5    Flagpole

6    Rose garden

CATEGORIES OF SIGNIFICANCE

PRIMARY CONTRIBUTING 
Delineates buildings/features that date to the 
Periods of Significance (POS) and are the 
most historically significant components of 
the property 

NON-CONTRIBUTING
Delineates buildings/features that were 
constructed after the POS
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