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How To Discourage Your Children From Joining Gangs 
 

• DISCOURAGE YOUR CHILDREN FROM HANGING AROUND WITH GANG MEMBERS. 
Meet your children’s friends.  Find out who they are, what influence they have over your children and how they and 
your children spend their free time.  If your children choose friends that are mostly from gangs, then your children 
are probably involved or will become involved in one also. 

 
• OCCUPY YOUR CHILDREN’S FREE TIME. 

Give them responsibilities at home.  Get them involved in after school sports, city recreation or church activities. 
 
• DEVELOP GOOD COMMUNICATION WITH YOUR CHILDREN. 

Good communication is open, frequent, and it takes on a positive tone.  It allows your children to come to you to 
discuss any topic or problem.  It does not condemn or put down.  Good communication allows you to tell your 
children that you love them. 

 
• SPEND TIME WITH YOUR CHILDREN. 

Plan activities that the whole family can enjoy.  Spend time alone with your children.  Expose them to different 
places outside of your neighborhood, parks, museums, the beach, the mountains, camping trips, etc.  Give them 
attention. 

 
• DO NOT BUY OR ALLOW YOUR CHILDREN TO DRESS IN GANG STYLE CLOTHING. 

If your children dress in gang style clothing they are expressing an interest in gangs and will attract the attention of 
gangs. 

 
• SET LIMITS FOR YOUR CHILDREN. 

At an early age children need to know what is acceptable and unacceptable behavior. 
 
• DO NOT ALLOW YOUR CHILDREN TO WRITE OR PRACTICE WRITING GANG NAMES, 

SYMBOLS OR ANY OTHER GANG GRAFFITI ON THEIR BOOKS, PAPERS, CLOTHES, BODIES, 
WALLS, OR ANY OTHER PLACE. 
Teach respect for others’ property. 

 
• DEVELOP AN ANTI-GANG ENVIRONMENT IN YOUR HOME. 

Clearly and continually begin to express to your children at an early age your disapproval of gang activity and of 
any family members joining a gang. 

 
• LEARN ABOUT GANG AND DRUG ACTIVITY IN YOUR COMMUNITY. 

Learn how gang member’s dress, how they speak, their behavior and their activities.  Attend informational 
meetings, read articles related to gang activity.  Become an informed parent. 

 
• PARTICIPATE IN THE EDUCATION OF YOUR CHILDREN. 

Take an interest in your children’s education.  Visit your children’s school, meet their teachers, and attend 
parent/school meetings.  Help your children with their schoolwork.  Set high standards for your children. 

 
• PARTICIPATE IN THE COMMUNITY. 

Know your neighbors.  Organize or join neighborhood watch groups.  Discourage gangs from hanging around your 
neighborhood.  Remove graffiti from around your home.  Attend community functions.  Teach your children civic 
pride. 

 
• BE A GOOD EXAMPLE 

Become an active, not passive parent. 
 

LEARN ABOUT ALTERNATIVES TO GANG MEMBERSHIP! 


