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This presentation will provide an overview of:

• What is environmental justice?

• Issues facing our communities

• Potential ways to improve conditions for 
current and future residents.



www.santa-ana.org/general-plan

newgeneralplan@santa-ana.org

(714) 667-2781

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
LEARN MORE & SHARE IDEAS
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What is environmental justice?



What is environmental justice?
Some communities bear a disproportionate 
burden of pollution and health risks

Environmental justice (EJ) seeks to correct 
this inequality



Saddleback View residential neighborhood adjacent to the Santa Ana Freeway.  As southern 
California grew, so did the traffic and roadways. Now, many live along arterials and freeways 
where thousands of cars and trucks pass by every day, exposing residents to air pollution.



Fairview Triangle Park

Community-driven environmental justice
Long history of Santa Ana residents advocating for and making  
their communities safer and more equitable



Fairview Triangle Park

Community-driven 
environmental 
justice
In 2012, three areas along the Santa 
Ana River were repurposed into 
small pocket park and bike trails. 
These improvements brought open 
space to residents living nearby, 
such as those in the Artesia Pilar 
neighborhood.



Planning for Healthy 
Communities Act (2016)

Images from CCAEJ, Andre m, and 
PlaceWorks through CC BY-SA 3.0



Environmental justice becomes 
a mandatory topic for a 
jurisdiction’s General Plan.

Images from CCAEJ, Andre m, and 
PlaceWorks through CC BY-SA 3.0



What does SB 1000 
require?
Cities and counties to update public 
policies for disadvantaged 
communities in order to:

 Reduce unique or compounded 
health risks

 Promote civil engagement in the 
public decision-making process

 Prioritize improvements and 
programs

Pacific Electric Park and Community Gardens
Photo courtesy of Lisandro Orozco



Pacific Electric Park and Community Gardens
Photo courtesy of Lisandro Orozco



ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
IN THE SANTA ANA GENERAL PLAN

What is a disadvantaged 
or EJ community?



What is a 
disadvantaged or EJ 
community?
Combination of: 

High risk of exposure to pollution in 
the air, water, or soil

Residents burdened by socioeconomic 
and health issues



What is a 
disadvantaged or EJ 
community?
Combination of: 

High risk of exposure to pollution in 
the air, water, or soil

Residents burdened by socioeconomic 
and health issues

Located near freeways, major roads, 
and/or industrial uses



What is a 
disadvantaged or EJ 
community?
Areas with residents that face the 
greatest combination of pollution, 
health, and socioeconomic issues.

Generally receive less investment 
from people, businesses, and 
agencies, leaving residents with 
fewer resources and inequitable 
opportunities for a healthy and 
prosperous life.



Mapping Tool

CalEnviroScreen (CES) from CalEPA 

Evaluates all census tracts in California



CES measures 20 
indicators



Note: The City’s approach is consistent 
with CalEPA methodology.

Tracts ranked from 
75% to 100% are a 
disadvantaged or 
EJ community

Combined scores 
compared to identify  
lowest to highest 
burden



Main priorities:

EJ communities in 
the City of Santa Ana

EJ 
Communities



This map shows how the 17 EJ 
census tracts overlap with the 
City’s Neighborhood Map.

EJ communities in 
the City of Santa Ana

EJ Communities
Neighborhood

Artesia Pilar ● Cedar Evergreen ●
Centennial ● Central City ●
Cornerstone Village ● Delhi ●
Downtown ● Flower Park ● French 
Court ● French Park ● Heninger 
Park ● Lacy ● Logan ● Lyon St ●
Madison Park ● Memorial Park ●
Pacific Park ● Pico Lowell ●
Riverview West ● Sandpointe ●
Willard 

Neighborhoods partially or 
entirely within an EJ area: 



Progress over the Decades in Santa Ana

9.5%
REDUCTION

IN LOW BIRTH
WEIGHT INFANTS

Cases per 1,000

55

60

65

2014 2018

24%
INCREASE 

IN ADULTS WITH
HIGH SCHOOL

DIPLOMA
Adults > 25 years

27%
DECREASE 
IN OVERALL

POVERTY RATE

Population living below 
federal poverty level

31%
DECREASE 

IN LINGUISTIC
ISOLATION

Age 14+ that speak 
English less than well
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What are some issues facing
Santa Ana residents?



Groundwater contamination in 
industrial area of southeast Santa Ana

Increase reliance on more costly 
imported water

Multi-agency effort to fix 
contamination issues

Water quality

Maps from OCWD Human Health Risk Assessment 
Workplan (April 2018) and Remedial Investigation 
Workplan (June 2018)



Lead 
contamination
Potential contaminant 
in our soil and water

No known safe level of 
lead exposure

Local soils testing since 
2016



Some neighborhoods in Santa Ana must 
contend with the impacts of living 
nearby industrial districts

Proximity to trash sorting facilities, auto 
service and salvage businesses, metal 
processing, chemical plants, and 
crematorium

Land use 
compatibility



Local air quality
$185K Community Air Grant 
obtained by Madison Park 
neighborhood 

Community-led air quality 
monitoring and increased 
awareness of air quality concerns



Parks and 
recreational 
resources

Santa Ana has 
many parks and 
other recreational 
resources

Still, many 
residents want 
more parks, 
especially within 
walking distance of 
their homes

1/4 mile

Existing and 
Proposed Parks

1/2 mile

Walking 
Distance from 
Parks



Parks and 
recreational 
resources

1/4 mile

Existing and 
Proposed Parks

EJ Communities

1/2 mile

Walking 
Distance from 
Parks

New parks that 
serve EJ 
communities

$6.2 million in 
grants for three 
new parks

1

2

3

1 Raitt & Myrtle 

2 McFadden & 
Standard  

3 Mariposa Park 



Parks and recreational 
resources

Pacific Electric Park



Mariposa Park

Parks and recreational 
resources



Parks and recreational resources
Raitt and Myrtle park design concept



GENERAL PLAN ADVISORY GROUP

COMMMUNICATION LINKAGE FORUM

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS IN EJ AREAS

Artesia Pilar ● Cedar Evergreen ● Centennial ● Central City ● Cornerstone Village ● Delhi ● Downtown ●
Flower Park ● French Court ● French Park ● Heninger Park ● Lacy ● Logan ● Lyon St ● Madison Park ●
Memorial Park ● Pacific Park ● Pico Lowell ● Riverview West ● Sandpointe ● Willard

YOUTH PROGRAMS

City of Santa Ana Youth Commission ● Santa Ana Public Library TeenSpace ● Nicolas Academic Center ●
Resilience Orange County ● Invest in Youth Santa Ana

BUSINESSES

Santa Ana Chamber of Council ● Santa Ana Business Council ● Santa Ana Merchants Association ● South Main
Street businesses ● Downtown Inc

COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATIONS AND COALITIONS

Delhi Center ● El Centro Cultural de Mexico ● Latino Health Access ● Kennedy Commission ● KidWorks ●
Orange County Communities Organized for Responsible Development ● Orange County Environmental Justice
● Project Kinship ● Santa Ana Building Healthy Communities ● Santa Ana Senior Center ● Southwest Senior
Center ● The Cambodian Family ● The LGBT Center Orange County

Who we are 
talking to in the 
community
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What changes are proposed?
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The City is considering changes to its goals, policies, and actions that 
will improve existing and future conditions for all of Santa Ana, with 

a focus on those in greatest need of help and protection. 

Consistent with our General Plan Shared Vision and Core Values, the 
potential changes will emphasize the following six approaches:



Reducing exposure to 
pollution

Develop strategies and 
support regulations that 
will help reduce exposure 
to air pollution and 
hazardous materials. A clear view of the mountains over Santa Ana

Photo courtesy of Lisandro Orozco



Reducing exposure to 
pollution

POTENTIAL ACTION
Coordinate with SCAQMD and local 
stakeholders to purse a Priority Community 
designation for eligible environmental justice 
areas of the City

A clear view of the mountains over Santa Ana
Photo courtesy of Lisandro Orozco



Improving public facilities Increase access to 
community health 
facilities, parks, 
community centers, and 
other public services and 
facilities, particularly in 
underserved areas. 



Improving public facilities POTENTIAL ACTION
Conduct a Community 
Survey in 2021 (and 
every 3 years after) -
related to community 
health, air quality 
concerns, and community 
service needs, with 
focused outreach to 
environmental justice 
areas.



Promoting healthy food

Improve the health 
and wellness of all 
residents through 
policies, regulations, 
and programs that 
foster healthier food 
options.



Promoting healthy food

POTENTIAL 
ACTION
Identify 
neighborhoods with 
limited healthy food 
sources and prioritize 
for development of 
healthy food options 
(i.e., grocery stores, 
farmers markets, and 
community gardens). 



Creating safe and sanitary 
housing

Add to existing efforts 
to reduce health 
hazards associated 
with construction 
materials, building 
standards, and 
deferred 
maintenance. 



Creating safe and sanitary 
housing

POTENTIAL ACTION
Collaborate with 
residents and industry 
stakeholders to create 
an incentive and 
amortization program 
to relocate existing 
heavy industrial uses 
adjacent to sensitive 
uses. 



Increasing physical activity Establish new 
opportunities for outdoor 
and indoor recreation as 
part of a comprehensive 
and integrated network of 
spaces and facilities, with 
a focus on underserved 
areas. 



Increasing physical activity
POTENTIAL ACTION

Complete citywide Parks 
and Recreation Master 
Plan to identify strategies 
to provide additional 
parks, recreational 
facilities and activities



Enhancing civic 
engagement

Increase the amount and 
quality of community 
engagement throughout 
the planning, 
development, and 
operation of our 
communities and City. 



Enhancing civic 
engagement

POTENTIAL ACTION

Create an 
Environmental Quality  
City Interagency Team 
and website for vetting 
community concerns, 
sharing information, and 
supporting a forum to 
address air quality and 
environmental hazards 
issues   
.



DRAFT GOALS & POLICIES

www.santa-ana.org/general-plan/environmental-justice

The latest draft goals, policies, and implementation actions will be 
made available on the City’s website in August 2020.



NEXT 
STEPS



LEARN MORE & SHARE YOUR IDEAS

www.santa-ana.org/general-plan

newgeneralplan@santa-ana.org

(714) 667-2781



INFO & RESOURCES

City Fact Sheet CalEnviroScreen Interactive Maps CalEnviroScreen Report CalEnviroScreen Fact Sheet

www.santa-ana.org/general-plan/environmental-justice
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THANK YOU!

We look forward to continuing to build 
a path toward a healthier and more 

equitable Santa Ana.


