
Housing Choice Voucher Program Waiting List Application
Open May 2, 2022 to May 31, 2022

Santa Ana Housing Authority



Housing Choice Voucher Program 
Waiting List Application

Application Open Beginning:
May 2, 2022 to May 31, 2022
www.santa-ana.org/housing
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What is the Housing Choice 
Voucher Program?
The Housing Choice Voucher Program (Section 8) is the 
federal government's largest program for assisting very low-
income families, the elderly, and persons with a disability to 
afford healthy and safe housing in the private market. 
Housing assistance is provided on behalf of the family or 
individual, and participants are able to find their own 
housing.

The participant is free to choose any housing that meets the 
requirements of the program and is not limited to units 
located in subsidized housing projects.

3
CITY OF SANTA ANA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

20 CIVIC CENTER PLAZA, SANTA ANA, CA 92702



What is the Housing Choice 
Voucher Program?
A family that is issued a housing voucher is responsible for finding a 
suitable housing unit of the family's choice where the owner agrees to 
rent under the program. This unit may include the family's present 
residence. Rental units must meet minimum standards of health and 
safety, as determined by SAHA.

Once the family finds an eligible unit, the Housing Authority will 
conduct an inspection. After the passed inspection, the Housing 
Authority and the landlord will execute a Contract to start the housing 
assistance.

The family is responsible for approximately 30% of their monthly 
adjusted income (minimum $50) toward their rent and the rest is 
subsidized by the Housing Authority.

To qualify, the household income must be less than 50% AMI (Very Low 
Income) and meet other eligibility criteria.
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Am I Eligible?
Eligibility for a housing voucher is determined by SAHA based on the 
total annual gross income and family size and is limited to U.S. citizens 
and specified categories of non-citizens who have eligible immigration 
status. In general, the family's income may not exceed 50% of the 
median income for the county or metropolitan area in which the family 
chooses to live. By law, SAHA must provide 75 percent of its vouchers to 
applicants whose incomes do not exceed 30 percent of the area median 
income. Median income levels are published by HUD and vary by 
location. The maximum income limits per family size are provided for 
you below:
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1 Person 

$47,100 

2 Person 

$53,800 

3 Person 

$60,550 

4 Person 

$67,250 

5 Person 

$72,650 

6 Person 

$78,050 

7 Person 

$83,400 

8 Person 

$88,800 

 



Local Preferences and the Waiting List
Since the demand for housing assistance often exceeds the 
limited resources available to HUD and the Santa Ana 
Housing Authority, long waiting periods are common. In 
fact, SAHA will close its Waiting List on May 31, 2022 when 
it has more families on the list than can be assisted in the 
near future.

In the HCV Administrative Plan, the Santa Ana Housing 
Authority has established a local preference for U.S. 
military veterans and applicants who live or work in the 
City of Santa Ana. Veterans and families who live or work 
in the City of Santa Ana move ahead of other families on 
the Waiting List.
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How to Apply: www.santa-ana.org/housing

You must submit a pre-application online at 
santa-ana.org/housing between May 2, 

2022 at 7:30AM and May 31, 2022 at 
11:59PM (Pacific Standard Time)
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How to Apply: www.santa-ana.org/housing
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What happens after I submit the pre-application?

Following the closing of the pre-application period (on 
Tuesday, May 31, 2022 at 11:59PM (Pacific Standard Time)), 
pre-applications will be selected for the 2022 HCV Waiting 
List using a computerized, random selection lottery process. 
Once the lottery is complete, the applicants who have been 
randomly assigned numbers 1 – 7,500 will be placed on the 
2022 HCV Waiting List. The remaining pre-applications will 
be rejected without the opportunity for an appeal. 
Notice will be sent by mail and e-mail to all applicants 
informing them if they have or have not been selected 
through the lottery process to be placed on the 2022 HCV 
Waiting List before July 31, 2022. 
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What information is needed to apply online?

The online pre-application requires your full name, date of 
birth, mailing address, phone number, annual gross income 
and information for all of the household members who will 
reside in your household. The pre-application also requires 
your social security number. If you do not have a valid social 
security number, you can choose the “Opt Out” option.  The 
pre-application process takes an average of 15 minutes to 
complete.
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Am I guaranteed a place on the Housing Choice 
Voucher Program Waiting List?

The 2022 HCV Waiting List selection process (lottery) is 
random.  It does not matter what date and time your pre-
application is submitted. All pre-applications whether 
submitted at the beginning of the day on Monday, May 2, 
2022 at 7:30AM until Tuesday, May 31,2022, at11:59PM 
(Pacific Standard Time) of the application period will be 
placed in random order by the third party software. 
Applying does not guarantee a place on the 2022 HCV 
Waiting List nor eligibility for the program.
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How to Apply: www.santa-ana.org/housing
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Questions and Answers
For additional information and/or to apply, please 

visit our website: 
www.santa-ana.org/departments/housing-authority

Please review our Frequently Asked Questions as it will 
provide all the information you need during and after the 
application process.

Contact us at (714) 667-2284 or email us at 
sahawaitinglist@santa-ana.org for any questions.
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