










STATE OF CALIFORNIA EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

320 WEST 4TH STREET, SUITE 500 

LOS ANGELES, CA  90013 

(213) 576-7083 

 
June 18, 2013  
 
Sergio Klotz 
City of Santa Ana 
20 Civic Center Plaza 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 
 
Dear Mr. Klotz: 
 
Re:  SCH 2013061027 Santa Ana Harbor Boulevard Mixed Use Transit Corridor Plan NOP 
 
The California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) has jurisdiction over the safety of highway-
rail crossings (crossings) in California.  The California Public Utilities Code requires Commission 
approval for the construction or alteration of crossings and grants the Commission exclusive power 
on the design, alteration, and closure of crossings in California.  The Commission Rail Crossings 
Engineering Section (RCES) is in receipt of the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the proposed City of 
Santa Ana (City) Harbor Boulevard Mixed Use Transit Corridor Plan Project. 
 
The project area includes active railroad tracks.  RCES recommends that the City add language to 
the Transit Corridor Plan so that any future development adjacent to or near the railroad/light rail 
right-of-way (ROW) is planned with the safety of the rail corridor in mind.  New developments may 
increase traffic volumes not only on streets and at intersections, but also at at-grade crossings.  This 
includes considering pedestrian circulation patterns or destinations with respect to railroad ROW and 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Mitigation measures to consider include, but are 
not limited to, the planning for grade separations for major thoroughfares, improvements to existing 
at-grade crossings due to increase in traffic volumes and continuous vandal resistant fencing or other 
appropriate barriers to limit the access of trespassers onto the railroad ROW. 
 
If you have any questions in this matter, please contact me at (213) 576-7076, ykc@cpuc.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ken Chiang, P.E. 
Utilities Engineer 
Rail Crossings Engineering Section 
Safety and Enforcement Division 
 
C: State Clearinghouse 
 

 

mailto:ykc@cpuc.ca.gov
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July 15, 2013 
 
 
Sergio Klotz 
City Of Santa Ana Planning Division 
Attn: Harbor Plan 
20 Civic Center Plaza, M-20 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 
 
 
RE: Scope of the Environmental Impact Report on the Santa Ana Harbor Boulevard Mixed Use 
Transit Corridor Plan 
 
 
Dear Mr. Sergio Klotz, 
 
The Land Use Working Group (LUWG) is a collaborative of residents, non-profit community 
organizations, and community members of Santa Ana. Through the Building a Healthy 
Community (BHC) Initiative currently taking part in Santa Ana, the group is pulling together to 
push forward policies and programs that create access to quality, affordable housing and the new 
construction of homes affordable to low income families, access to healthy food options, and 
access to open space for physical activity. The LUWG has participated in past workshops for the 
Harbor Plan because we believe there are opportunities to address health, in its many 
complexities, and promote a healthier Santa Ana through the policies included in this plan.  
 
The following list of issues was compiled by the LUWG to be addressed and studied in the 
Environmental Impact Report for the Harbor Boulevard Mixed Use Transit Corridor Plan. 
 

1) Analyze how increasing accessibility of affordable housing for low income families in 
the Harbor Plan will decrease traffic and greenhouse gas emissions, reduce the number of 
trips traveled, and increase use of public transportation. 

2) Based on existing employment opportunities and the additional 173 employment 
positions that will be created upon build-out, look into what the average wages are and 
how increased affordable housing options with priority for existing Santa Ana employees 
or residents will also reduce trips traveled and traffic congestion. How can requiring 
future businesses to hire a certain percentage of Santa Ana residents serve as a trip 
reducing measure? How can incentivizing business opportunities for Santa Ana residents 
serve as a trip reducing measure? 

3) Analyze how land use policies that promote accessibility of healthy food for all income 
levels will decrease vehicle miles traveled and increase walkability. Accessibility to 
healthy food can be achieved through land use policies that allow for supermarkets that 
are frequented by the existing population and that are low cost. Other policies can require 
fresh produce be sold in retail/commercial locations selling packaged food and zoning 
can be utilized to promote farmers markets and community gardens throughout the 
Corridor including in each residential development. 
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4) Analyze and compare the numbers of acres available for open space and the population 
allowed if the Harbor Plan is approved. Is there sufficient open space that will promote 
walkability and recreational activity for future residents in the area? Based on the density 
of the different zones, is there enough open space that residents and visitors can walk to 
for recreational activity and exercise? Can open space and physical activity be provided 
in each residential development? 

5) Study whether there is enough public transportation upon increasing the population in the 
area and upon build out. Currently, public transportation is used heavily in the area and if 
the population increased, then current transportation options would also need to increase. 

6) Measure how smoke free housing and outdoor facilities improve air quality for the 
existing and future population. 

7) Analyze how landscaping (plants/trees), safe and protected bicycle lanes, benches, public 
plazas and improved sidewalks as well as complete streets promote walkability which in 
turn decreases negative traffic impacts and greenhouse gas emissions. Are these land use 
policies and standards included in the Harbor Plan? 

8) Measure air quality especially because of the proximity to the freeway. 
9) Analyze whether displacement of the existing population is a possibility and whether 

relocation may also prevent negative environmental impacts. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the preparation of the Environmental Impact 
Report for the Harbor Boulevard Mixed Use Transit Corridor Plan. The Land Use Working 
Group looks forward to continue a dialogue on how to create healthy places in Santa Ana 
through land use policies.  
 
Feel free to contact Daisy Gonzalez with the LUWG at (949) 250-0909 or 
daisyg@kennedycommission.org , if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Land Use Working Group of the Santa Ana Building Healthy Communities Initiative 
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