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RECOMMENDED ACTION

It is recommended that the City Council authorize submittal of the General Plan Housing Element
Annual Progress Report to the State of California Housing and Community Development (HCD).

DISCUSSION

The General Plan Housing Element is a comprehensive planning document designed to address
current and future housing needs for Santa Ana and the surrounding region. The housing vision is
expressed in the goals, policies, and implementation programs stated in the Housing Element. The
purpose of the Housing Element Annual Progress Report (Exhibit 1) is to document housing related
activities and accomplishments achieved by the City in 2018, which are consistent with the City's
housing vision and associated implementation programs.

The following are four major Housing Element program accomplishments in 2018: 1) The City
exceeded its 2014-2021 Regional Housing Needs Allocation Goals for all income categories. 2) The
City opened an Interim Emergency Homeless Shelter (The Link) with 200 beds and supportive
services for individuals experiencing homelessness. 3) A Draft General Plan Policy Framework of
goals and policies, as well as Land Use Focus Areas to consider housing and sustainable
development opportunities, were presented to the City Council as part of the Comprehensive
General Plan update; and 4) The Orchard Permanent Support Housing opened providing 71 units
for chronically homeless individual, with wrap-a-round services. The City was also highlighted in an
Orange County Register article on February 28, 2019 as one of the few cities in the State that “ranked
among the State’s best performing communities for meeting housing needs”.

The Housing Element Annual Progress Report includes a summary of Santa Ana’s progress in
meeting its share of the RHNA. There were a total of 1,372 building permits issued for new housing
units in 2018; of which 42 percent or 577 housing units are affordable. With these new units, the City
substantially exceeds the overall target for Santa Ana’s RHNA 204 unit allocation, by over six times.
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The summary of new housing also exceeds by a multiplier of four the City’s adopted Housing Element
(2024-2021) goal of developing 405 RHNA units through identified housing opportunity sites.

These achievements do not include the 200 beds for the homeless provided in the new Interim
Emergency Homeless Shelter (The Link). Presently, the RHNA process does not allow for housing
unit credits to be taken for new emergency homeless shelters. City staff will continue to work with
the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) and State Housing and Community
Development (HCD) for consideration of homeless shelters to be counted to achieving the RHNA
allocation as these facilities help to address the regions need for additional housing

Low 0 49 43 313 1268
Very Low 32 2 22 38 388 481 +449
Moderate 37 12 4 20 10 17 . 63 +26
Subtotal
Affordable 114 14 84 91 91 577 857 +743

Basen building permits issued.

The Housing Element Annual Progress Reports are due to the State Department of Housing and
Community Development (HCD) and the State Office of Planning and Research (OPR) in April of
each year. These reports are required in order for the City to continue to be in compliance with State
Housing Law and be eligible for certain State funding programs such as the Housing Related Parks
Program (HRP). In addition, the Governor's Office has proposed penalties for cities who do not meet
their RHNA goals. Per Government Code 65400, the report is to be considered at a public meeting

before the legislative body where members of the public may provide testimony and written
comments,

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

Approval of this item supports the City’s efforts to meet Goal #5 - Community Health, Livability,
Engagement & Sustainability, Objective #3 (facilitate diverse housing opportunities and support
efforts to preserve and improve the livability of Santa Ana neighborhoods), Strategy B (ensure
compliance with the City's Housing Opportunity Ordinance by requiring rental and ownership
housing projects that meet specified criteria to provide a minimum of 15 percent affordable units).
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FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact associated with this item.

Minh Thai
Executive Director

Planning and Building Agency

MM:/la
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Exhibit: 1. General Plan Housing Element Annual Progress Report
Report available in larger format online at:
www. sanfa-ana.org/general-plan/2014-2021-housing-elemeni-update
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EXHIBIT 1

City of Santa Ana
ANNUAL GENERAL PLAN HOUSING ELEMENT
PROGRESS REPORT

Submitted by
Planning and Building Agency

April 1, 2019
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City of Santa Ana
ANNUAL GENERAL PLAN HOUSING ELEMENT
PROGRESS REPORT (2018)
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Table A2

Anrtsal Building Activily Report Suminary - Now Construction, Entltied, Permlts and Completed Units
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Jurisdiction. -~ SantaAna R
Reporting Year 2018 °  ~ (Jan.1-Dec:31)

7 I.Z.)eec';{ﬂRestrlcted

Very Low Non-Deed Restricted | - _:_  : e
Deed Restricted 388

Low Non-Deed Restricted
Deed Restricted '

Moderate Non-Deed Restricted 17 e

Above Moderate S8

Total Units 44 4372 1

Note: units serving extremely low-income househelds are included in the

very low-income permitted units totals

154

Number of Proposed Units in All Applications Received: '=-':'__5,5:1-9:§_;

Total Housing Units Approved:

Total Housing Units Disapproved:

Useo 19

Numb'erof‘Applications for Streamlmmg

Number of Streamlining Applications Approved

Total Developments Approved with Streamlining

Total Units Construcied with Streamlining

iféry Low

Low

Moderate

Above Moderate

Total

Cells in grey contain auto-calculation formulas
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