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October 2, 2019

Santa Clara/Santa Cruz Roundtable
P.O. Box 3144
Los Altos, CA 94024

Dear SC/SC Roundtable Members,

As former Vice Chair of the Select Committee on SFO Arrivals, | want to share with you
a recent opinion piece that was published in our local newspaper. The piece celebrates
the success that local government officials have had in engaging with the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA). | am forwarding this to you because | think there are
important points to consider.

When the NextGen changes were made to our Metroplex, the impacts were serious and
immediate on our communities. For some, these new changes added to the burden they
already felt. For others, there were new and significant changes to communities. Over
the 20 meetings held by the Select Committee, local government officials were able to
engage in useful and meaningful exchanges and education about what was happening
and what could be done. At the conclusion of the process, even long-time members of
the SFO Roundtable recognized that the advocacy found in the Select Committee had
helped revitalized their own work on the Roundtable.

The final recommendations included many different elements. One of the most
important was a call to form a group that could meet regularly with the FAA and share
information. Your Roundtable is the product of that recommendation. The Select
Committee recommendations represent a new chapter of the FAA listening to the pubic
rather than simply the airlines. In order for you to build on the success of the Select
Committee | caution trying to re-litigate the recommendations. By re-hashing the work of
that very public, well-attended, and hard-earned process, the message you would send
to this federal agency is one that undermines listening to the critical insights that you,
the SC/SC Roundtable, provide on the effects of air traffic on your communities.
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Thank you for taking the time to read this piece. | wish you good luck on the important
work that you are doing. | am grateful that we have a group of people who are willing to
put their time into addressing issues of concern for our jurisdictions.

Slncerely

O Reatt

LEOPOLD, Supervisor
First District
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