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SANTA CLARA/SANTA CRUZ COUNTIES 
AIRPORT/COMMUNITY ROUNDTABLE 

PO Box 3144 
Los Altos, CA 94024 

  

May 29, 2020  

  

Docket Operations, M-30 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Room W12-140 

West Building Ground Floor 

Washington, DC 20590-0001 

 

Re: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 20-06, Docket Number FAA-2020-0316, Noise Certification of 

Supersonic Airplanes, 14 CFR Parts 21 and 36 

  

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

The Santa Clara/Santa Cruz Counties Airport/Community Roundtable (SCSC Roundtable), which is 

comprised of 11 cities and 2 counties within the Northern California Metroplex, represents 2.2 million 

residents on matters related to aircraft noise. The SCSC Roundtable respectfully requests that the 

Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) final noise certification rule for supersonic airplanes include the 

following. 

 

First, we request that supersonic airplanes be required to meet the same noise certification criteria as 

current newly manufactured subsonic airplanes when operating at subsonic speeds. This has been the 

FAA’s stated goal for several decades1 and was recently acknowledged 2. Given past and future 

technology innovations, there is no need to change this goal. Requiring supersonic airplanes to meet the 

existing Stage 5 noise standards would be the first step to having supersonic airplanes be required to 

keep in step with the noise reductions achieved within the subsonic airplane fleet. In light of the 

magnitude of public outcry over airplane noise nationally and from the implementation of the Northern 

California Metroplex, the SCSC Roundtable believes it is prudent to set expectations for the certified 

                                                           
 
1 Federal Register, vol. 43, No. 126, “Civil Supersonic Airplanes, Noise and Sonic Boom Requirements”,  “ 43 CFR 28406‐

28407, June 29, 1978, https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/fedreg/fr043/fr043126/fr043126.pdf 

2 Memorandum from the FAA Assistant Chief Counsel for Regulations (AGC-200) to the Executive Director of FAA’s 
Office of Environment and Energy (AEE-1), “Applicability of part 36 to new supersonic aircraft,” February 21, 2018. 
(Attached) 

https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/fedreg/fr043/fr043126/fr043126.pdf
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noise levels of supersonic airplanes at the beginning of supersonic airplane development process. We 

believe that the impacted public has the right to expect that newly manufactured aircraft, regardless of 

type, will meet the most stringent existing Stage 5 noise levels and there will be no backsliding in the 

FAA’s aircraft noise certification standards. 

 

Second, we request that if a Variable Noise Reduction System (VNRS) and/or a Programmed 

Lapse Rate (PLR) system is used during the noise certification process, then the airplane with the 

relevant system(s) enabled shall be shown to produce noise levels on level terrain under the 

airplane that decrease with the airplane’s altitude at the same or greater rate than would occur 

if the relevant system(s) were not enabled, until the airplane has reached the floor of the Class A 

airspace (i.e., 18,000’ MSL). Further, if a VNRS or a PLR system is used during the noise certification 

process, the relevant systems shall be required to remain activated at altitudes below 18,000’ MSL 

unless required for safety by rare and exceptional conditions.     

 

The FAA has a statutory mandate to protect the public health and welfare from aircraft noise and sonic 

booms. To that end, it is imperative that the FAA continues to set progressively more stringent noise 

certification levels that continue to reduce airplane noise over time. The FAA’s current proposed 

supersonic airplane noise certification levels are a regression in noise stringency and represent a step 

backwards in aircraft noise exposure that would be unwelcome by the 2.2 million constituents we 

represent. The SCSC Roundtable further believes that technological advancements will continue to 

enable breakthroughs in airplane lifting surfaces and airplane engine design that will make further noise 

reductions for both subsonic and supersonic airplanes possible. 

 

Therefore, the SCSC Roundtable respectfully requests that the final noise certification standards require, 

at a minimum, that supersonic airplanes be subject to Stage 5 noise certification requirements when 

operating at subsonic speeds, and in the future be subject to the more stringent noise certification 

requirements when they are defined by the FAA. 

 

On behalf of the SCSC Roundtable, thank you for your attention to these requests.  

  

Sincerely,  

  

 
  

Mary-Lynne Bernald 

Chairperson, SCSC Roundtable   

 

cc:  Congresswoman Eshoo 

Congressman Khanna 

Congressman Panetta 

 

Attachment:  Memorandum from the FAA Assistant Chief Counsel for Regulations (AGC-200) to the 

Executive Director of FAA’s Office of Environment and Energy (AEE-1), “Applicability of 

part 36 to new supersonic aircraft,” February 21, 2018. 



 



 



 



 



 



 




