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A5.103.1 Community connectivity.  Locate project on a previously 

developed site within a 1/2 mile radius of at least ten basic services, listed 
in Section A5.103.1. 

A5.103.2 Brownfield or greyfield site redevelopment or infill area 
development.  Select for development a brownfield in accordance with 

Section A5.103.2.1 or on a greyfield or infill site as defined in Section 
A5.102. 

A5.103.3.1 Brownfield redevelopment.  Develop a site documented 

as contaminated and fully remediated or on a site defined as a 
brownfield. 

A5.104.1.1 Local zoning requirement in place.  Exceed the zoning’s 

open space requirement for vegetated open space on the site by 25 
percent. 

A5.104.1.2 No local zoning requirement in place.  Provide vegetated 

open space area adjacent to the building equal to the building footprint 
area. 

A5.104.1.3 No open space required in zoning ordinance.  Provide 

vegetated open space equal to 20 percent of the total project site area.
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A5.105.1.1 Existing building structure. Maintain at least 75 percent 

of existing building structure (including structural floor and roof decking) 
and envelope (exterior skin and framing) based on surface area. 
(Support documentation required at application submittal) 

Exceptions: 

1.  Window assemblies and non-structural roofing material. 

2.  Hazardous materials that are remediated as a part of the 
project. 

3.  A project with an addition of more than 2 times the square 
footage of the existing building. 

A5.105.1.2 Existing non-structural elements.  Reuse existing interior 

non-structural elements (interior walls, doors, floor coverings and 
ceiling systems) in at least 50 percent of the area of the completed 
building (including additions). 

Exception:  A project with an addition of more than 2 times the 

square footage of the existing building. 

A5.105.1.3 Salvage.  Salvage additional items in good condition such 

as light fixtures, plumbing fixtures, and doors for reuse on this project in 
an onsite storage area or for salvage in dedicated collection bins.  
Document the weight or number of the items salvaged. 

5.106.1 Storm water pollution prevention plan.
1
 Newly constructed 

projects which disturb land shall prevent the pollution of stormwater runoff 
from construction activities in accordance with Sonoma Municipal Code 
Chapter 13.32 (Stormwater Management and Discharge Control).  

1
 Modified to conform with Chapter 13.32 of the Sonoma Municipal Code 
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5.106.4 Bicycle parking. Comply with Sections 5.106.4.1 and 5.106.4.2; 

or meet local ordinance, whichever is stricter. 

5.106.4.1 Short-term bicycle parking. If the new project is anticipated 

to generate visitor traffic, provide permanently anchored bicycle racks 
within 200 feet of the visitors’ entrance, readily visible to passers-by, for 
5 percent of new visitor motorized vehicle parking being added, with a 
minimum of one two-bike capacity rack. 

Exception: Additions or alterations which add nine or fewer visitor 

parking spaces. 

5.106.4.2 Long-term bicycle parking. For buildings with over 10 tenant-

occupants or for additions or alterations that add 10 or more tenant 
vehicular parking spaces, provide secure bicycle parking for 5 percent of 
tenant occupied motorized vehicle parking spaces being added, with a 
minimum of one space. Acceptable bicycle parking facilities shall be 
convenient from the street and shall meet one of the following: 

1. Covered, lockable enclosures with permanently anchored racks 
for bicycles; 

2. Lockable bicycle rooms with permanently anchored racks; or 
3. Lockable, permanently anchored bicycle lockers. 

A5.106.5.1 Designated parking for fuel-efficient vehicles.  Provide 

designated parking for any combination of low-emitting, fuel-efficient, and 
carpool/van pool vehicles as shown in Table A5.106.5.1.1 for 10 percent 
of total spaces. (Tier 1)  

5.106.5.2 Designated parking. In new projects or additions or alterations 

that add 10 or more vehicular parking spaces, provide designated parking 
for any combination of low-emitting, fuel-efficient and carpool/van pool 
vehicles as shown in Table 5.106.5.2. 

5.106.5.1.3 Parking stall marking.  Paint the following characters 

such that the lower edge of the last word aligns with the end of the stall 
striping and is visible beneath a parked vehicle: 

CLEAN AIR / 
VANPOOL / EV 
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5.106.5.3 Electric vehicle (EV) charging.  [N] Construction shall comply 

with Section 5.106.5.3.1 or Section 5.106.5.3.2 to facilitate future 
installation of electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE). 

 5.106.5.3.1 Single charging space requirements. [N] 

 5.106.5.3.2 Multiple charging spaces requirements. [N] 

5.106.5.3.3 EV charging space calculation. [N] per Table 5.106.5.3.3 

(approx. 6%)  

5.106.5.3.4 Identification. [N] 

5.106.5.3.5 EV spaces count as designated parking. [N] 

A5.106.5.3.1 EV charging space calculation. per Table A5.106.5.3.1 

(approx. 8%) [Tier 1]. 

A5.106.5.3.3 Identification. The service panel or subpanel circuit 

directory shall identify the reserved overcurrent protective device space(s) 
for future EV charging as "EV CAPABLE." The raceway termination 
location shall be permanently and visibly marked as "EV CAPABLE." 

(Support documentation 

required at application submittal) 

2.  Implementation and documentation of programs that encourage 
occupants to carpool, ride share, or use alternate transportation. 
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5.106.10 Grading and Paving.  

5.106.10  

(Support documentation required at application submittal) 
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5.303.1 Meters.  Separate meters shall be installed for the uses 

described in Sections 5.303.1.1 and 5.303.1.2 below. 

5.303.1.1 For buildings in excess of 50,000 square feet.  Separate 

submeters shall be installed as follows: 

1. For each individual leased, rented, or other tenant space within 
the building projected to consume more than 100 gal/day. 

2. Where separate submeters for individual building tenants are 
unfeasible, for water supplied to the following subsystems: 

a. Makeup water for cooling towers where flow through is greater 

than 500 gpm. 

b. Makeup water for evaporative coolers greater than 6 gpm. 

c. Steam and hot-water boilers with energy input more than 
500,000 Btu/h (147 kW) 

5.303.1.2 Excess consumption.  A separate sub-meter or metering 

device shall be provided for any tenant within a new building or 
addition that is projected to consume more than 1,000 gal/day. 

(Support documentation required at application submittal)
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A5.303.3 Appliances and Fixtures – Commercial Application. 

Appliances and fixtures shall meet all of the following: 

A5.303.4.1 Nonwater supplied urinals. Nonwater supplied urinals are 

installed in accordance with the California Plumbing Code, Where 
approved, Hybrid urinals, as defined in Chapter 2, shall be considered 
waterless urinals. 
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5.303.3.4  Faucets and fountains.  Faucets and fountains shall comply 

with all of the following: 

5.303.3.4.1  Nonresidential lavatory faucets. Lavatory faucets shall 

have a maximum flow rate of not more than 0.5 gallons per minute at 60 
psi. 

5.303.3.4.3  Kitchen faucets. Kitchen faucets shall have a maximum 

flow rate of not more than 1.8 gallons per minute at 60 psi. Kitchen 
faucets may temporarily increase the flow above the maximum rate, but 
not to exceed 2.2 gallons per minute at 60 psi, and must default to a 
maximum flow rate of 1.8 gallons per minute at 60 psi. 

5.303.3.4.3  Wash fountains. Wash fountains shall have a maximum 

flow rate of not more than 1.8 gallons per minute/20 [rim space (inches) 
at 60 psi], 

5.303.3.4.4  Metering faucets. Metering faucets shall not deliver more 

than 0.20 gallons per cycle. 

5.303.3.4.5  Metering faucets for wash fountains. Metering faucets 

for wash fountains shall have a maximum flow rate of not more than 
0.20 gallons per cycle/20 [rim space (inches) at 60. psi]. 

Note: Where complying faucets are unavailable, aerators or other 

means may be used to achieve reduction. 

5.303.4 Commercial kitchen equipment. 

5.303.4.1 Food waste disposers. Disposers shall either modulate 

the use of water to no more than 1 gpm when the disposer is not in 
use (not actively grinding food waste/no-load) or shall automatically 
shut off after no more than 10 minutes of inactivity. Disposers shall 
use no more than 8 gpm of water. 

5.303.5  Areas of additions or alteration. For those occupancies 

within the authority of the California Building Standards Commission 
as specified in Section 103, the provisions of Section 5.303.3 and 
5.303.4 shall apply to new fixtures in additions or areas of alterations 
to the building. 

A5.303.5 Dual plumbing.  New buildings and facilities shall be dual 

plumbed for potable and recycled water systems. 

5.303.6 Standards for plumbing fixtures and fittings. Plumbing fixtures 

and fittings shall be installed  in accordance with the California Plumbing 
Code, and shall meet the applicable standards referenced in Table 
1701.1 of the California Plumbing Code and in Chapter 6 of this code.  
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5.304.1  Scope. The provisions of Section 5.304 Outdoor Water Use 

reference the mandatory Model Water Efficiency Landscape Ordinance 
(MWELO) contained within Chapter 2.7, Division 2, Title 23, California 
Code of Regulations 

A5.304.2  Outdoor water use.  For new water service not subject to the 

provisions of Water Code Section 535 (i.e. single-family residential 
connections), separate meters or submeters are installed for indoor and 
outdoor potable water use for landscaped areas between 500 square feet 
and 1,000 square feet. [NOTE: most projects should take this credit 
given the requirements Section 14.32.050 of the Sonoma Municipal 
Code.] 

5.304.2  Outdoor water use in landscape areas equal to or greater 
than 500 square feet.  When water is used for outdoor irrigation for new 

construction projects with an aggregate landscape area equal to or 
greater than 500 square feet requiring a building or landscape permit, 
plan check or design review, one of the following shall apply: 

1. A local water efficient landscape ordinance that is, based on 
evidence in the record, at least as effective in conserving water as the 
updated model ordinance adopted by the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) per Government Code Section 65595 (c). 

2. The DWR Model Water Efficiency Landscape Ordinance (MWELO) 
commencing with Section 490 of  Chapter 2.7, Division 2, Title 23, 
California Code of Regulations. 

5.304.3 Outdoor water use in rehabilitated landscape projects equal 
to or greater than 2,500 square feet. 

Rehabilitated landscape projects with an aggregate landscape area equal 
to or greater than 2,500 square feet requiring a building or landscape 
permit, plan check, or design review shall comply with Section 5.304.2, 
Item 1 or 2. 

5.304.4 Outdoor water use in landscape areas of 2,500 square feet or 
less. Any project with an aggregate landscape area of 2,500 square feet 

or less may comply with the performance requirements of .MWELO or 
conform to the prescriptive compliance measures contained in MWELO's 
Appendix D. 

5.304.5 Graywater or rainwater use in landscape areas. For projects 

using treated or untreated graywater or rainwater captured on site, any lot 
or parcel within the project that has less than 2,500 square feet of 
landscape and meets the lot or parcel's landscape water requirement 
(Estimated Total Water Use) entirely with treated or untreated graywater 
or through stored rainwater captured on site is subject only to Appendix D 
Section (5).

http://www.codepublishing.com/ca/Sonoma/index.html
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A5.304.6 Restoration of areas disturbed by construction.  Restore all 

areas disturbed during construction by planting with local native and/or 
non-invasive vegetation. 

A5.304.7 Previously developed sites.  On previously developed or 

graded sites, restore or protect at least 50percent of the site area with 
native and/or non-invasive vegetation.
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A5.405.5 Cement and concrete.  Use cement and concrete made with 

recycled products and complying with the following sections: 

A5.405.5.1 Cement.  Cement shall comply with one of the following 

standards: 

1.  Portland Cement shall meet ASTM C 150. 

2.  Blended Cement shall meet ASTM C595. 

3.  Other Hydraulic Cements shall meet ASTM C1157. 

A5.405.5.2 Concrete.  Unless otherwise directed by the engineer, use 

concrete manufactured with cementitious materials in accordance with 
Sections A5.405.5.2.1 and A5.405.5.2.1.1, as approved by the 
enforcing agency. 

A5.405.5.2.1 Supplementary cementitious materials (SCMs).  Use 

concrete made with one or more of the SCMs listed in Section 
A5.405.5.2.1 

A5.405.5.2.1.1 Mix design equation.  Use any combination of one 

or more SCMs, satisfying Equation A5.4-14. 

Exception:  Minimums for concrete products requiring high early 

strength may be lower as directed by the engineer. 

http://www.codepublishing.com/ca/Sonoma/index.html
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A5.405.5.3 Additional means of compliance.  Any of the following 

measures may be employed for the production of cement or concrete, 
depending on their availability and suitability, in conjunction with 
A5.405.5.2. 

A5.405.5.3.1 Cement.  The following measures may be used in the 

manufacture of cement. 

A5.405.5.3.1.1 Alternative fuels.  Where permitted by state or 

local air quality standards. 

A5.405.5.3.1.2 Alternative power.  Alternate electric power 

generated at the cement plant and/or green power purchased 
from the utility meeting the requirements of A5.211.

A5.405.5.3.2 Concrete.  The following measures may be used in the 

manufacture of concrete, 

A5.405.5.3.2.1 Alternative energy.  Renewable or alternative 

energy meeting the requirements of Section A5.211. 

A5.405.5.3.2.2 Recycled aggregates.  Concrete made with one 

or more of the materials listed in Section A5.405.5.3.2.2. 

A5.405.5.3.2.3 Mixing water.  Water recycled by the local water 

purveyor or water reclaimed from manufacturing processes and 
conforming to ASTM C1602. 

A5.405.5.3.2.4 High strength Concrete. Concrete elements designed 

to reduce their total size compared to standard 3,000 psi concrete, as 
approved by the Engineer of Record. 
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(Support documentation required prior to permit issuance)
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(Support documentation required at 

application submittal)

(Support documentation required at application submittal)

(Support documentation required at application submittal)
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5.410.4 Testing, adjusting and balancing.  Testing, adjusting and 

balancing of systems shall be required for new buildings less than 10,000 
square feet. 

5.410.4.2 Systems.  

.  
(Support documentation required at application submittal) 

 

5.410.4.3 Procedures.  Perform testing and adjusting procedures in 

accordance with applicable standards on each system as determined 
by the enforcing agency. 

5.410.4.3.1 HVAC balancing.  Before a new space-conditioning 

system serving a building or space is operated for normal use, the 
system should be balanced in accordance with the procedures 
defined by national standards listed in 5.410.4.3.1. 

5.410.4.4 Reporting.  After completion of testing, adjusting and 

balancing, provide a final report of testing signed by the individual 
responsible for performing these services. 

5.410.4.5 Operation and maintenance manual.  Provide the building 

owner with detailed operating and maintenance instructions and copies 
of guaranties/warranties for each system prior to final inspection. 

5.410.4.5.1 Inspections and reports.  Include a copy of all 

inspection verification and reports to the enforcing agency.

FIREPLACES 

5.503.1. 

 
3
 Modified to conform with Chapter 14.28 of the Sonoma Municipal Code 
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5.504.3 Covering of duct openings and protection of mechanical 
equipment during construction. At the time of rough installation and 

during storage on the construction site and until final startup of the 
heating, cooling and ventilating equipment, all duct and other related air 
distribution component openings shall be covered with tape, plastic, sheet 
metal or other methods acceptable to the enforcing agency to reduce the 
amount of dust, water and debris which may enter the system. system. 

5.504.4 Finish material pollutant control.  Finish materials shall comply 

with Sections 5.504.4.1 through 5.504.4.6. 

5.504.4.1 Adhesives, sealants, caulks.  Adhesives and sealants used 

on the project shall meet the requirements of the following standards. 

1. Adhesives, adhesive bonding primers, adhesive primers, sealants, 
sealant primers, and caulks shall comply with local or regional air 
pollution control or air quality management district rules where 
applicable, or SCAQMD Rule 1168 VOC limits, as shown in Tables 
5.504.4.1 and 5.504.4.2. 

2. Aerosol adhesives, and smaller unit sizes of adhesives, and sealant 
or caulking compounds (in units of product, less packaging, which do 
not weigh more than one pound and do not consist of more than 16 
fluid ounces) shall comply with statewide VOC standards and other 
requirements, including prohibitions on use of certain toxic 
compounds, of California Code of Regulations, Title 17, commencing 
with Section 94507.  

5.504.4.3.1 Aerosol Paints and Coatings.  Aerosol paints and 

coatings shall meet the Product-Weighted MIR Limits for ROC in 
section 94522(a)(3) and other requirements, including prohibitions on 
use of certain toxic compounds and ozone depleting substances 
(CCR, Title 17, Section 94520 et seq). 

5.504.4.3.2 Verification. Verification of compliance with this section 

shall be provided as requested by the enforcing agency. 

5.504.4.4 Carpet systems.  All carpet installed in the building interior 

shall meet the testing and product requirements of one of the standards 
listed in 5.504.4.4. 

5.504.4.4.1 Carpet cushion.  All carpet cushion installed in the 

building interior shall meet the requirements of the Carpet and Rug 
Institute Green Label program.  

5.504.4.4.2 Carpet adhesive.  All carpet adhesive shall meet the 

requirements of Table 5.504.4.1. 
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5.504.4.5 Composite wood products.  Hardwood plywood, 

particleboard, and medium density fiberboard composite wood 
products used on the interior or exterior of the building shall meet the 
requirements for formaldehyde as specified in Table 5.504.4.5. 

A5.504.4.5.1 No added formaldehyde (Tier 1). Use composite 

wood products approved by the ARB as no-added formaldehyde 
(NAF) based resins or ultra-low emitting formaldehyde (ULEF) resins. 

A5.504.4.5.3 Documentation. Verification of compliance with this 

section shall be provided as requested by the enforcing agency. 
Documentation shall include at least one of the following as 
applicable.  

1. Product certifications and specifications. 

2. Chain of custody certifications. 

3. Product labeled and invoiced as meeting the Composite Wood 
Products regulation (see CCR, Title 17, Section 93120, et seq.) 

4. Exterior grade products marked as meeting the PS-1 or PS-2 
standards of the Engineered Wood Association, the Australian 
AS/NZS 2269 or European 636 3S standards. 

5. Other methods acceptable to the enforcing agency. 

A5.504.4.7 Resilient flooring systems.  (Tier 1) For 90 percent of floor 

area receiving resilient flooring, install resilient flooring that meets one of 
the following: 

  1. Certified under the Resilient Floor Covering Institute (RFCI) 

FloorScore program; 

  2. Compliant with the VOC-emission limits and testing 

requirements specified in the California Department of Public 
Health's 2010 Standard Method for the Testing and Evaluation 
Chambers, Version 1.1, February 2010; 

  3. Compliant with the Collaborative for High Performance 

Schools California (CA-CHPS) Criteria Interpretation for EQ 7.0 
and 7.1 (formerly EQ. 2.2) dated July 2012 and listed in the 
CHPS High Performance Product Database; or  

  4. Products certified under UL GREENGUARD Gold (formerly 

the Greenguard Children's & Schools Program). 

A5.504.4.7.2 Verification of compliance.  Documentation shall be 

provided verifying that resilient flooring materials meet the pollutant 
emission limits. 
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 (Tier 

1)

1. Chapter 12-13 in Title 24, Part 12  

2. The VOC-emission limits defined in 2009 CHPS criteria and 
listed on its High performance Products Database.  

3. California Department of public Health 2010 Standard Method 
for the Testing and Evaluation of Volatile Organic Chemical 
Emissions from Indoor Sources Using Environmental 
Chambers, Version 1.1 February 2010.  

Documentation

provided

criteria and listed on its High performance Products 
Database Tier 1) 

Documentation

provided

A5.504.5 Hazardous particulates and chemical pollutants.  Minimize 

and control pollutant entry into buildings and cross-contamination of 
regularly occupied areas.  
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5.506.2 Carbon dioxide (CO2) monitoring. For buildings equipped with 

demand control ventilation, CO2 sensors and ventilation controls shall be 
specified and installed in accordance with the requirements of the latest 
edition of the California Energy Code, CCR, Section 120(c)(4). 

A5.507.1 Lighting and thermal comfort controls.  Provide controls in 

the workplace as described in Sections A5.507.1.1 and A5.507.1.2. 

A5.507.1.1 Single-occupant spaces. Provide individual controls that 

meet energy use requirements in the California Energy Code by 
Sections A5.507.1.1.1 and A5.507.1.1.2. 

A5.507.1.1.1 Lighting.  Provide individual task lighting and/or 

daylighting controls for at least 90 percent of the building occupants. 

A5.507.1.1.2 Thermal comfort.  Provide individual thermal comfort 

controls for at least 50 percent of the building occupants by Items 1 
and 2 in A5.507.1.1.2. 

A5.507.1.2 Multi-occupant spaces.  Provide lighting and thermal 

comfort system controls for all shared multi-occupant spaces. 
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A5.507.2 Daylight.  Provide daylit spaces as required for toplighting and 

sidelighting in the California Energy Code.  In constructing a design, 
consider Items 1 through 4 in A5.507.3. 

A5.507.3 Views.  Achieve direct line of sight to the outdoor environment 

via vision glazing between 2'-6" and 7'-6" above finish floor for building 
occupants in 90 percent of all regularly occupied areas. 

A5.507.3.1 Interior office spaces.  Entire areas of interior office 

spaces may be included in the calculation if at least 75percent of 
each area has direct line of sight to perimeter vision glazing. 

A5.507.3.2 Multi-occupant spaces.  Include in the calculation the 

square footage with direct line of sight to perimeter vision glazing. 
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5.507.4 

(Support documentation required prior to permit issuance)

5.507.4.1 

5.507.4.1
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A5.508.1.3 Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs).  Install HVAC and 

refrigeration equipment that does not contain HCFCs. 

A5.508.1.4 Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs).  Install HVAC complying with 

either of the following: 

1.  Install HVAC, refrigeration and fire suppression equipment that do 
not contain HFCs or that do not contain HFCs with a global 
warming potential greater than 150. 

2.  Install HVAC and refrigeration equipment that limit the use of HFC 
refrigerant through the use of a secondary heat transfer fluid with a 
global warming potential no greater than 1. 
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