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CA-19-19 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

ALTERNATIVE PHONE: 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

City of Sonoma

COMMISSION APPLICATION
Received Date: November 19, 2018
Application Type: Cultural & Fine Arts Commission 

Mari Edlin 

169 Piper Lane, Sonoma, Ca, 95476 

707-939-7121

415-235-1153

mledlin@comcast.net 

LENGTH OF RESIDENCY: 14.5 years REGISTERED VOTER: Yes 

EMPLOYER: Self, Freelance Healthcare Writer/Journalist 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS: Employed 

REASON FOR APPLYING: I have always been a consumer of the arts and culture as exemplified by my long-
time attendance at a variety of media—from classical and popular music to avant 
grade theatre to art museums around the world. I have always supported a 
variety of cultural organizations wherever I have lived to ensure that they thrive 
in my community. I also have taken many art courses through the years to give 
me first-hand appreciation of the commitment it takes to be a true artist. In 
addition, I am moving into semi-retirement and looking forward to putting time 
and energy into a new project.  

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: Stanford University, March 1974 

OTHER RELEVANT EXPERIENCE: Serve as a docent for di Rosa Museum in Napa, Calif.; Travel around the world to 
see a variety of museum and special art exhibits; Life-time symphony attendee; 
Avid fan of theatre and dance 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: di Rosa museum docent; Alzheimer's team leader; judge for Sonoma High School 
students' senior year projects; volunteer at Vintage House during the holidays 

GENERAL QUESTIONS: 

Have you ever attended a meeting of the Commission to which you are applying? If so, how many? 

No 

What is your understanding of the role and responsibility of this Commission? 

1) Create innovative arts and cultural programs for Sonoma, engaging the community and leveraging its vast
and robust resources; 2) support the existing "Treasure Artist of the Year" and "Student Creative Arts Awards"
programs; 3) build community appreciation for the arts; and 4) develop new ways to attract more members of
the community to arts and cultural events
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What would be your goal(s) as a Commissioner? 

1) Make the city's arts and cultural programs more approachable by hosting a variety of events and programs 
that appeal to all ages and interests; 2) Increase participation in cultural programs through advertising, public 
relations and other techniques; 3) Develop new kinds of  programming to attract and involve participants, 
such as hosting authors, artists and playwrights; 4) Take advantage of local talent  

What do you feel you could contribute to see these goals realized? 

 As a professional writer, I could easily spruce up the efforts for spreading the word about current cultural 
events in Sonoma. As a veteran of the arts in terms of my attendance at dance and music concerts, museums 
and theatre has given me an appreciation for the mix of cultural events at our fingertips. In addition, as a 
docent at the eclectic di Rosa museum in Napa, I have been privy to how viewers perceive art and have a 
better understanding of how deeply art can affect people.  

Have you previously served, or do you currently serve, on a Sonoma Commission or Committee? If yes, which one(s) 
and for what period of time? 

No 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONS: 

If appointed, you will be required to fill out a disclosure statement, which identifies certain details of your financial 
interests beginning with the immediate twelve-month period prior to your appointment and annually on or before April 
1 of each year thereafter. Please confirm that you have read Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) Form 700 
Reference Pamphlet and the City’s Conflict of Interest Code agree to file the required FPPC Form 700 Statements of 
Economic Interest, as required by the Political Reform Act and/or the City’s Conflict of Interest Code. 

I AGREE    ☐ 

 
Is there anything else you would like us to consider when reviewing your application? 

 I would bring a fresh perspective to the arts and cultural scene in Sonoma.  

 

 I agree that all of the information contained in my responses to the questions on this application are 
true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I further agree that, by checking the box below and 
submitting this application, online or otherwise, I am affixing my digital signature to this form as of 
the date submitted. I also agree that if appointed, I will serve on the Commission/Committee for which 
I have submitted this application.  

 

☒   I AGREE 

 

Mari Edlin  November 19, 2018 

 



MARI L. EDLIN
169 Piper Lane

Sonoma, CA 95476
Phone: 707.939.7121

email: MLEdlin@comcast.net

 
EXPERIENCE

FREELANCE HEALTHCARE WRITER/JOURNALIST 1988 – PRESENT

 Serve as editor of Population Health News and Accountable Care News, both    
online and printed publications.

 Write a monthly pharmaceutical best practices article and other stories for 
Managed Healthcare Executive and Drug Topics.

 Wrote feature articles for California Healthline, an online digest of healthcare 
news, opinion and policy.

 Wrote several articles for WebMD. 
 Edited and published a book called The Doctor Weighs In (on Everything), 

written by a physician/Ph.D.  
 Served as writer correspondent for two educational healthcare trips to 

Singapore and Chile under the auspices of the Academy for International 
Health Studies.

 Wrote report for Mercer on trends in drug benefits, including a section on 
health reform. 

 Wrote/developed special health care supplements for Fortune Magazine.
 Developed speeches for executives at KPIX-TV, Macy’s, Visa and Union Bank.

Other Employment

Served as corporate communications director of three different 
companies and as a reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch and for a 
small newspaper in St. Louis.

EDUCATION

mailto:MLEdlin@comcast


STANFORD UNIVERSITY BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY
B.A. Communications Dean's Honor Roll 

                      PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS/AWARDS

- Docent, di Rosa museum, Napa, Calif.
- Notes Correspondent, Stanford magazine
- Interview high school students who are Stanford applicants
- Association of Health Care Journalists, three-time fellowship 

awardee 
- Journalist participant in the Academy for International Health Studies
- International Association of Business Communicators: First-place award 
- American Society of Business Publication Editors: Second-place award
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