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The following illustrates and explains the requirements for gas sediment traps pursuant to Section 1212.9 
of the CA Plumbing Code (CPC). 
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Appliance Gas flow must turn and flow at a 
right angle at the sediment trap for 
proper operation of the sediment 
trap.

Flex connector (if provided) must be 
located between the appliance and the 
sediment trap.

An appliance gas shutoff 
valve must be located 
upstream of the 
sediment trap and within 
6 feet of the appliance. 
[CPC 1212.6 and 1212.9]  
This allows the gas to be 
shutoff to clean the 
sediment trap.

Direction of gas flow.

The sediment trap must be located at the 
bottom leg of the run of the tee fitting to 

function properly. 

CA Plumbing Code Section 1212.9 - Sediment Trap. 
Where a sediment trap is not incorporated as a part of the 
appliance, a sediment trap shall be installed downstream 
of the appliance shutoff valve as close to the inlet of the 
appliance as practical, before the flex connector, where 
used at the time of appliance installation. The sediment 
trap shall be either a tee fitting with a capped nipple in the 
bottom outlet, as illustrated in Figure 1212.9, or other 
device recognized as an effective sediment trap. 
Illuminating appliances, ranges, clothes dryers, decorative 
appliances for installation in vented fireplaces, gas 
fireplaces, and outdoor grills shall not be required to be so 
equipped.

The sediment trap as 
shown is not located at 
a bottom leg of the run 
of the Tee fitting. This 
allows sediment to flow 
over the sediment trap.

Run of the Tee 
fitting. 

Direction of gas flow.

Incorrect Tee Orientation

Gas supply inlet

Sediment trap nipple and cap at 
bottom outlet of tee fitting. 

Correct Sediment Trap Location 
and Tee Orientation

 

 


	City of Sonoma
	Building Department Informational Handout
	The following illustrates and explains the requirements for gas sediment traps pursuant to Section 1212.9 of the CA Plumbing Code (CPC).

