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FINAL — 8/26/2020

MEASURE V — SALES TAX EXTENSION
REBUTTAL TO BALLOT ARGUMENT AGAINST
SUBMITTED BY CITY OF SONOMA

The opposition to Measure V is a group based outside the Sonoma Valley that opposes
all general tax measures in our county regardless of merit. Locally, Measure V has
support from key members of Sonoma’s business community.

Voters have approved this local sales tax two times already. The need for this tax is
ongoing, but not “locked in forever”. A future Sonoma City Council could place it on the
ballot, plus our voters are smart and know how to put a measure on the ballot if desired.

We know these are tough financial times. The City is expanding safe outdoor options
for business, supporting programs for workers, and providing ongoing public information
and enforcement on COVID. These critical actions take staff and already stressed
financial resources. The Sonoma City Council already made painful budget cuts,
including postponing improvement projects for streets and parks and reducing public
safety. This year, $1.9 million from reserves is needed to cover city services.

Passing Measure V now is critical for our City’s long-term financial planning. Unlike
other taxes that get shared with the County and State, 100% of Measure V revenue
comes to the City. Also, a significant portion is paid for by tourists — not residents.
Without Measure V's passage, the City will face greater financial uncertainty and more
budget cuts and less services.

Measure V is not a new tax. Passing Measure V ensures that the City of Sonoma can
continue to invest in streets and parks, fund public safety, and support our treasured
community through future emergencies. Vote yes on Measure V.



