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MEASURE W - UGB
REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST
SUBMITTED BY CITY OF SONOMA

The UGB was created to prevent urban sprawl and to protect the open spaces surrounding the
City of Sonoma. Having a UGB is a responsible way to plan a city by focusing on the
development opportunities inside City Limits and ensuring the right infrastructure is in place for
the City’s needs. The UGB is compliant with Federal and State laws.

The only exception to Measure W is affordable housing development. Measure W allows up to
five acres per year, 20 acres total, of affordable housing to become a part of the City.
Affordable housing developers will have a competitive advantage by not having to compete
against investor-driven development focused only on generating the highest profit possible.

Without a UGB, the land around the City will become a game of speculation by developers
hoping to charge a premium on future luxury second homes. Without Measure W's renewal of
the UGB, now with an improved carve-out for affordable housing, our housing crisis will only
get worse.

In recent years, the City has taken concrete steps toward addressing our need for more
affordable housing. The City established a Housing Trust Fund to increase our long-term
affordable housing stock, implemented our first-ever housing impact development fee,
committed a portion of hotel tax to fund affordable housing, and contributed approximately
$1.5 million to the Altamira Apartments housing project. Recently, the City provided $151,000
in rental assistance to local renters affected by the pandemic.

Renewing our UGB is good for the environment, good for affordable housing, and good for our
future.

[250 words]





