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FINAL 8/26/2020

MEASURE Y — PERSONAL CANNABIS CULTIVATION INITIATIVE
REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST
SUBMITTED BY CITY OF SONOMA

Measure Y was designed with the specific goal of primarily benefitting one business, the
signatory in favor of the measure. If passed, the author stands to personally benefit by allowing
more dispensaries to be opened in Sonoma and to by-pass Sonoma’s public review process that
is required of all other businesses.

Yes, the Sonoma voters supported Proposition 64 - the legalization of cannabis. However,
Sonomans did not vote for unregulated cannabis businesses. Sonoma has a history of striking a
balance on the type and number of businesses that can open in our small town — including
restrictions on big box retail and tasting rooms. The City just completed a lengthy process
limiting the number of cannabis business operators to respect Sonoma’s unique character.
Measure Y would open the flood gates.

In the City of Sonoma’s recent competitive dispensary approval process, ten cannabis proposals
were received and one local professional cannabis business was approved. With the passage of
Measure Y, local control and regulation of this new industry is removed. Any cannabis
dispensaries could quickly receive a permit from the State and open for business in the City,
without review. Measure Y means no local review of parking, traffic, safety, security,
architectural design, and compatibility with neighborhoods. Further, no environmental impacts
will be evaluated.

Sonoma already allows cannabis delivery and soon will have a retail dispensary opening in
town. Sonoma is not Colorado or Los Angeles, we do not need an unlimited number of
cannabis dispensaries to change our community character overnight. Vote “No” on Measure Y.





