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 THE CITY OF STREETSBORO, OHIO 

 

 SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 

 Monday, January 9, 2023 

 

This Service Committee Meeting was called to order on Monday, January 9, 2023 at 7:18 p.m. by 

Julie Field, Chairman.   

 

PRESENT: Jon Hannan, Mike Lampa, Jennifer Wagner, Julie Field 

 

ABSENT: Justin Ring, Steve Michniak, Anthony Lombardo [joined at 7:43 p.m.] 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Glenn Broska, Mayor 

Frank Beni, Law Director 

Patricia Wain, Police Chief 

Rob Reinholz, Fire Chief 

Matt Miller, Finance Director 

Bill Miller, Service Director 

Justin Czekaj, Municipal Engineer 

John Cieszkowski, Planning Director 

Patrick O’Malia, Economic Development Director 

Greg Mytinger, Parks and Recreation Director 

Shawna Lockhart-Reese, HR Manager 

Caroline Kremer, Clerk of Council 

 

MOTION:  TO EXCUSE MR. RING, MR. LOMBARDO AND MR. MICHNIAK. 

 

Moved by Mr. Hannan, seconded by Ms. Wagner.  Upon voice vote, motion carried by a 

majority of the members present supporting the motion and Mr. Lampa opposing the 

motion. 

 

Disposition of Minutes 

None. 

 

Old Business 

None. 

 

New Business 

T-7359 Zoning Text Amendment re Changeable Copy and EMC Signs 

Mr. Cieszkowski had provided the cover letter that was sent to the Planning Commission, the 

recommendation by Planning Commission, and the proposed amendment to the zoning text 

regulations.  The Planning Commission had considered changing a couple of elements in the 

submitted proposal, but ultimately decided to forward it to City Council as written for Council to 

make any policy decisions regarding any changes within the ordinance.  Planning Commission 
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considered changing the hours of operation; the electronic message center portion of the signs 

would not be required to be turned off instead of being required to be turned off at 10 p.m. 

 

Electronic message center signage would be permitted in all zoning districts with a limitation of 

the subject lot not being fallow/vacant, was not used for residential agricultural or recreation 

facility with open space, and had a minimum lot frontage of 1,300 linear feet.  Mr. Cieszkowski 

thought there would be about 20 parcels in the City that would be affected, but that number had 

been reduced to 13 because there were a few vacant/fallow parcels on the map that had not been 

noticed earlier.  He would have an updated map distributed to Council as soon as it was available 

from the County.   

 

The EMC portion of the signage would be limited to 50% of the sign area.  Text would be permitted 

to change once every 10 seconds.  These would be permitted only for single tenant, planter signs 

(wall signs would not be permitted to have an EMC or changeable copy element).  A 200' setback 

was required from a residential dwelling unit for all EMC signs.  These would be permitted only 

for black backgrounded signs and the text would be permitted to have one color only at a time.  As 

in the past, Planning Commission had taken steps to define and make it explicitly clear that 

animation of any kind was prohibited (no text scrolling, fading, bouncing, etc.).  There were 

brightness regulations so dimming would be automatic with a photo senser.  A plan of operation 

was also required from the applicant that the sign they were proposing to construct would be able 

to comply with all the applicable regulations of the zoning code relative to EMC signs.  The 

applicant would need to include contact information of an individual that could fix the sign or turn 

it off if there were ever any issues with the sign. 

 

Mr. Cieszkowski had answered some questions for a couple Council Members prior to the meeting, 

but asked if there were any questions tonight.  Mr. Hannan knew this topic had been worked on 

for a very long time and he appreciated the Planning Commission spending time to discuss and 

work on something to present to City Council.  There were some Planning Commission Members 

in attendance.   

 

Mr. Hannan suggested a change to the proposed legislation:  The EMC portion of the signs should 

not have to be turned off at 10 p.m.  He felt that every other business or organization in the City 

could have their signs lit up 24 hours/day, and this was just single-color background, single-color 

text, no scrolling, bouncing, etc. so it wouldn’t be too much of a distraction to be on 24 hours/day.  

Another change he suggested considering was the 10 seconds between changes of text to six 

seconds because he felt 10 seconds was a long time when travelling past a sign in a car.  He also 

suggested the size of the EMC portion of the sign be increased to 80% (32 sq. ft.) of the 40 sq. ft. 

maximum size planter sign instead of only 50% (20 sq. ft. 4' x 5').  He understood the topic had 

been discussed off and on for a few years at various levels and liked the proposal; these were just 

small changes that he was suggesting. 

 

Mrs. Field said when this was brought up years ago, she was very opposed to it.  She had talked to 

Mr. Cieszkowski about it prior to tonight’s meeting.  She commented that if this proposed 

legislation would pass, it was pretty restrictive, which she appreciated.  She noted that only about 

13-20 parcels would even be able to have EMC signs in Streetsboro and asked what types of 
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businesses/activities were on those parcels.  Mr. Cieszkowski said there was no “type of use” 

allowed to have these signs; it depended on the parcel itself.  He would be able to provide the map 

of eligible parcels once it was received from the County that was preparing it.  Mrs. Field was still 

not a fan of EMC signs.  She didn’t feel it necessarily impacted the quality of life for Streetsboro 

residents.  She said it was just aesthetics and she understood the black background with one color 

text.  She didn’t really see the need for these EMC signs and even a few in town would certainly 

change the aesthetic appearance as one drove down certain roads in town and wondered if that was 

the route the City wanted to go because once this change was made to allow EMC signs, other 

changes may be requested over time for additional EMC signs at other businesses or additional 

features on the signs.  She said there were plenty of communities around Streetsboro that did not 

have these signs. 

 

She said the proposed change from 10 seconds of text to 6 seconds depended on how fast people 

read; everyone was different.  Mr. Hannan said the time would just be the minimum time before 

the text could change; the person doing the sign could make it longer depending on the message 

they wanted to deliver.   

 

Mr. Lampa said he’d been interested in getting EMC signs approved for a while.  He said when 

this first came up, he had thought about the pitiful Town Square sign that was adjusted by hand by 

a City employee in any weather.  He wanted an LED sign in Town Square so messages could be 

added at a moment’s notice, for emergency information (like Nixle alerts), and it would make the 

Town Square look more appealing, and more things could be advertised than just the 3-5 lines it 

had now if multiple events were going on in town at the same time.  He didn’t want every business 

along SR 14 to have flashing LED signs, but to be able to get messages to the people.  Mr. 

Cieszkowski confirmed the two northern quadrants of Town Square (which were one parcel) 

would be eligible for an EMC sign. 

 

Mr. Lampa asked if the EMC signs and color restrictions would be ADA compliant; he wondered 

if a color-blind person couldn’t read the sign, could they file a lawsuit against the City?  He also 

wanted the high school on SR 14 to be able to use an EMC sign.  The School had installed one 

when they built the new high school in 2015 that they could not use, per the current Code.  Mr. 

Lampa thanked the Planning Commission for working on this to present to City Council.  Mr. 

Lampa agreed with Mr. Hannan that 6 seconds would be better than 10 seconds. 

 

Mr. Lampa said, if this ordinance passed, he would push for a new sign at Town Square.  Mr. 

Cieszkowski commented that the sign on the square had been granted a variance to be permitted 

more area than the 40 square feet and a potential future EMC sign would be allowed to be 50% of 

that existing sign area.  It would still have to meet all other sign requirements.  [Mr. Lombardo 

joined the meeting at 7:43 p.m.] 

 

Mrs. Field invited the Planning Commissioners in the audience to speak.  Marty Richmond, 

Planning Commissioner, said the Planning Commission or BZBA had been talking about this issue 

for 10+ years.  Mr. Richmond said all the conversations usually started with a particular use, like 

the Town Square, gas stations, churches, the library, the school.  He said what they learned over 

time was that the use of the property had no bearing on what the Planning Commission should be 
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considering because the use of the property could change with the next owner.  What the Planning 

Commission had talked about for years was 1) proliferation (too many signs) and 2) enforcement 

(how City staff could police too much action on the screen).  He said the unique retail configuration 

of Streetsboro with the main corridors of SR 14 and SR 43 was predominantly single tenant 

buildings.  He said the use of the property didn’t have anything to do with this issue, but district, 

setback, frontage, etc. had to do with it.  They didn’t want Streetsboro to end up looking like “Las 

Vegas Boulevard.”  The graphics of the signs were like huge TVs and the text and flashing and 

scenes could get out of hand quickly, so the Planning Commission considered the staff that was 

available to monitor the brightness, flashing, bouncing, etc. so restrictions were put in place.  These 

were the two issues (proliferation and enforcement) the Planning Commission spent most of their 

time talking about and they were comfortable with both of them as drafted.  He said if Council 

wanted to change it from 10 seconds to 6 seconds, that would be fine.  If Council wanted to change 

the size somewhat, that would be fine but 4' x 5' seemed large enough for a quick message; a larger 

size for a longer message might be more distracting to drivers.  He said at long last Planning 

Commission felt this draft was a pretty good amendment to the Code. 

 

Ted Hurd, Planning Commissioner, commented that the 10 p.m. stop time might be a little early 

and suggested midnight, if Council didn’t want to have the signs on 24 hours.  Mr. Hurd also noted 

that LED was still a light against a dark background, so no matter what color the text was, color-

blind people should still be able to read the lit up text. 

 

Mrs. Field said she was comfortable with the size originally suggested in this draft.  She also 

supported the midnight time instead of 24 hours. 

 

Ms. Wagner commented that Twinsburg had added EMC signs in 2022 and the one by the 

Twinsburg police station was on 24 hours/day and she did not find it distracting.   

 

Mr. Hannan commented that if any citizens had concerns, the setback and frontage requirements 

had been established for those residents that may live next to a business property that was eligible 

for an EMC sign so the flashing lights would not be disturbing to them.  The frontage requirement 

was also established to prevent these signs from being too close together; to avoid a “Las Vegas 

Boulevard” look.  He noted this legislation was up for first reading tonight with a public hearing 

for this issue scheduled next month.   

 

MOTION:  TO CHANGE 1159.27(a)(4) ““NIGHTTIME” MEANS SUNSET TO 10:00 

P.M.” TO ““NIGHTTIME” MEANS SUNSET TO 12:00 A.M.” 

 

Moved by Mr. Hannan, seconded by Mr. Lampa.  Upon voice vote, motion carried. 

 

MOTION:  TO CHANGE 1159.27(c)(4) FREQUENCY OF CHANGEABLE COPY FROM 

ONCE EVERY TEN (10) SECONDS TO ONCE EVERY SIX (6) SECONDS. 

 

Moved by Mr. Hannan, seconded by Mr. Lampa.  Upon voice vote, motion carried with Mrs. 

Field opposing the motion. 
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Mr. Hannan had considered making a motion to change the size of the EMC space, but he would 

think about it some more over the next couple of weeks, and maybe make the motion at a future 

meeting. 

 

MOTION:  TO MOVE THIS TO TONIGHT’S REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING FOR 

FIRST READING AS AMENDED. 

 

Moved by Mr. Hannan, seconded by Mr. Lampa.  Upon voice vote, motion carried.  Council 

Members thanked everyone for all the hard work and multiple discussions on this issue. 

 

T-7356 Accept Certain Dedicated Streets in Meadow View 

Mr. Czekaj said these roads and phases had passed the Engineering Department inspection and the 

Water Department inspection and they were ready for dedication.   

 

MOTION:  TO MOVE THIS TO TONIGHT’S REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. 

 

Moved by Mr. Hannan, seconded by Mr. Lampa.  Upon voice vote, motion carried. 

 

T-7357 Contract w/Love Insurance for Property and Casualty Insurance 

Matt Miller said this was the annual renewal for property and casualty insurance.  The City still 

utilized The Ohio Plan and retained the same broker.  This would cover the City for the 2023 

calendar year City-wide. 

 

MOTION:  TO MOVE THIS TO TONIGHT’S REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. 

 

Moved by Mr. Lampa, seconded by Mr. Hannan.  Upon voice vote, motion carried. 

 

T-7360 Contracts for Water Line Replacement and Repair Parts for 2023 

Bill Miller said this was the annual legislative approval for replacement and repair parts not to 

exceed $50,000 that was budgeted in the Water Department for 2023.  It could go through three 

readings.   

 

MOTION:  TO MOVE THIS TO TONIGHT’S REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. 

 

Moved by Mr. Lampa, seconded by Mr. Lombardo.  Upon voice vote, motion carried. 

 

T-7361 Contracts for Fire Hydrant Replacement and Repair Parts for 2023 

Bill Miller said this was similar to the annual approval for water line replacement and repair parts.  

It was budget for 2023.  This item could also go through three readings. 

 

MOTION:  TO MOVE THIS TO TONIGHT’S REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. 

 

Moved by Mr. Hannan, seconded by Mr. Lampa.  Upon voice vote, motion carried. 
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T-7362 Contracts for Asphalt Products, Services for 2023 Pavement Preservation 

Bill Miller said this was for the annual asphalt preservation program.  Various vendors for products 

and services would be used throughout the year at a cost not to exceed $75,000, which had been 

budget again this year.  This could also go through three readings. 

 

MOTION:  TO MOVE THIS TO TONIGHT’S REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. 

 

Moved by Mr. Lampa, seconded by Mr. Lombardo.  Upon voice vote, motion carried. 

 

Citizens’ Comments 

Paul Yupa, 8729 Seasons Road, suggested, although the EMC signs legislation was forwarded to 

City Council for First Reading as amended, maybe Council should hold off on making any changes 

to the legislation until after the Public Hearing meeting and input from the citizens.  Council could 

provide the amended draft legislation and the un-amended draft legislation for the Public Hearing 

discussion. Mr. Yupa asked about the number of parcels that would be affected by the EMC signs 

legislation.  It was 20 parcels on a draft map that was reduced down to 13 parcels because some 

of those parcels were currently fallow/vacant.  Mr. Yupa said those parcels should still be 

considered because they could become occupied tomorrow and become eligible, so they should 

still be identified on the map for potential future EMC signs.  Mrs. Field was interested to know 

how many fallow/vacant parcels there were that could become eligible for EMS signs in the future.  

There were 7 that had been removed from the map, so Mr. Cieszkowski would note those vacant 

parcels on the map.   

 

Announcements 

A Regular Council Meeting will immediately follow this meeting. 

 

There being no further business to be addressed by this committee, and upon motion by Mr. 

Lampa, seconded by Mr. Lombardo, this meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:   

 

                                                                   ____________________________________ 

Caroline L. Kremer, Clerk of Council  Julie Field, Chairman 

 

 

 


