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SECTION 
10 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 
Public feedback was sought throughout the entire open space and recreation planning 
process.  A Public Forum was held on November 4, 2010 to receive input on the Wendell 
Open Space and Recreation Plan’s Seven-Year Action Plan.  In addition, draft copies of 
the plan were available on the Town website and at the Town Offices, Country Store, and 
the Wendell Free Library for review by the general public.  In December 2010, the 
Wendell Open Space and Recreation Planning Committee sought comments from the 
Selectboard, Planning Board, Open Space Committee, the Conservation Commission, the 
Agricultural Commission, the Historical Commission, the Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments, the Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust, and the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society, as well as from the Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services 
(DCS).  Letters of comment from these Town Boards and other organizations are 
included in this section of the Plan.  Most of the public feedback provided during the 
entire planning process is difficult to document due to the fact that the plan constantly 
incorporated these changes and enhancements.  The letters of support reflect the broad 
base of support that the Wendell Open Space Planning Committee has earned over the 
past year.   
 
The following comments were recorded during the feedback session at the Wendell Open 
Space and Recreation Plan Public Forum held on November 4, 2010, at the Town Hall 
from 6:30 p.m. to approximately 9:00 p.m.  Maps were available for review by the public 
and several of the comments led to discussions that resulted in revisions to the maps.  
Following are the public comments recorded at the Public Forum: 
 
 The Chair of the Conservation Commission, Charles Thompson Smith, made a 

number of suggestions for revisions to Section 4:  Environmental Inventory and 
Analysis.  These included the use of the word “drumlin” to replace “plateau” in the 
description of the location of Wendell Center, the addition of information on Town 
wells and public water supplies, the addition of the Common Reed (Phragmites 
australis) to the list of invasive species, and the addition of several scenic water 
resources.  Mary Thomas of the Conservation Commission also mentioned that the 
Mile-a-Minute Vine (Persicaria perfoliata) is another invasive species of concern. 

 Kristina Stinson of the Wendell Forest Conservation Alliance (WFCA) presented a 
statement proposing the conversion of Wendell State Forest Lands to “Reserve” 
status, recommending that the discussion of the management of private forest lands in 
Section 4 be revised to reflect the opinion that forest cutting does not promote 
biodiversity, and suggesting that forestry activity be discontinued in the Phelps 
Tracts.  (See Appendix D for the text of the WFCA statement.)  The Public Forum 
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participants discussed these issues, pointing out that the 19th century conveyance of 
the Phelps tracts stipulated that logging be done to benefit the schools and any change 
to that management plan would result in the property reverting back to the 
descendants of the original owners.  It was also noted that the 2008 Annual Town 
Meeting Warrant Article designating the Phelps lots as conservation land stated that 
the land would be managed for forestry. Also discussed were the positive and 
negative effects of forest cutting practices on biodiversity. 

 Dan Leahy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reported that the Massachusetts 
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) and the Nature 
Conservancy had recently released a revised BioMap2 report in November 2010, 
updating the original BioMap report produced in 2001.  He pointed out that the 2010 
Action Plan would be in place until 2017, by which time the BioMap data would be 
16 years old, and requested that the new data be included in the Plan and the 
accompanying maps even if the schedule had to be extended for several months.  
FRCOG staff reported that the GIS data layers were not yet available and that the 
schedule and budget were both too tight to allow for a delay.   

 A resident pointed out that the Library is the only location in Town where a person in 
a wheelchair and with chemical sensitivities can gain access and it would be helpful if 
there were more such accessible locations. 

At the end of the Public Forum, participants voted on the priority action items by posting 
colored dots on large format sheets itemizing all of the action items from Section 9:  
Action Plan.  The highest priority action items from this process were incorporated into 
the list in Section 9 that had been originally generated by respondents at Wendell Old 
Home Day in the summer of 2010 and are included on the Action Plan Map at the end of 
Section 9. 
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 Wendell Planning 
Board 

Memo 
To: Open Space Committee  

From: Wendell Planning Board 

CC:  

Date: January 5, 2011 

Re: Endorsement of Open Space Plan 

 

The Wendell Planning Board endorses the revised Wendell Open Space and Recreation 
Plan. 

  

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Wendell Planning Board 

 

 










