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THE TOWN OF WENDELL IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER

Town of Wendell

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)- URGENT NEED!
Finance Coordinator
Council on Aging
Historical Commission
Recreation Committee 

WENDELL NEEDS YOUR PARTICIPATION!
Would you like to get involved and support your town? 

Not sure where to start? Just ask!

Here are some opportunities :

Saturday - November 4, 2023 - 10 - 11 am
Wednesday - November 8, 2023 - 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Thursday - November 16, 2023 - 5:00 - 6:00 pm
Other times may be scheduled with the Treasurer

!!! Educational Opportunity for All Town Departments, Boards and Committees !!!

The Town Treasurer, Carolyn Manley, is offering training sessions for all individuals who submit Revenue
turnovers to the Treasurer, Payroll Submissions to the Treasurer or Bill Schedule Turnovers to the Town
Accountant. A member of each department should attend for either a refresher or learning from scratch.  

Carolyn will provide updated forms with account name and number. Both hard copies and digital copies are
available. A discussion of how to set up your annual budget and how and where to find information relevant to each
department can take place.

Sessions will be held in the Conference Room of the Town Office or other available location. Here are dates and
times:

Please contact: Carolyn Manley at wendellmatreas@gmail.com or 413-522-1360 to sign up or schedule a separate
session.

Carolyn is looking forward to meeting everyone!

mailto:wendellmatreas@gmail.com


Wendell Free Library Upcoming Events

Tues. Oct 3 from 3-5 pm: Let Freedom Read State-Wide Read In! During banned-book week, libraries across the
Commonwealth will celebrate the freedom to read with a Statewide Read-In. Everyone is welcome to come together
on the library lawn (rain location inside) and read anything they want. Cider and cider donoughts served. Stand up for
Stories, Sit Down and Read.

Sat. Oct 7 from 1:30-3 pm. Abigail Rorer Art Exhibit Reception. Rorer’s work is on display September &
October and includes woodblock engravings, silverpoint drawings, penned ink drawings and watercolors. A reception
and demonstration of her techniques will take place.

Tues. Oct. 10 at 3:30 pm. Audubon Program about Animal Adaptations with Kathleen Kennedy of Mass.
Audubon. Observe and explore the variety of adaptations of local
wildlife. Examine up close a variety of mammal skulls, bird feathers, turtle shells
and other natural history objects. Explore how bird beaks are like tools as you
play the Bird Beak game. This program is designed for Upper Elementary ages.

Sat. Oct. 28 at 6 pm- Ghost Town at Sundown.  A Pop-up Trick-or-Treat Village on the Common. Last year’s
ghost town was such an amazing showing of community spirit, bringing together generations for a magical evening.
Please join us again this year! Host a “house”, for trick-or-treaters (sign-up for a house lot by contacting the library),
or simply take in the magic of the evening. **Rain date Sun. Oct. 29.

Wendell Free Library Ongoing Programs:
Every Sun. at 10-11:15 am: Yoga. All levels, Sliding-scale donation
Every Wed. at 10 am: Playgroup. CNC’s Playgroup with Sylvia
Every Wed at 1 pm: Matinee Movie in the Herrick Room
Every Tues. 5-6:30 pm: Adult Art Group
4th Tues. at 10 am: Adult Book Group
2nd and 4th Thurs. at 6:30 pm: Fiber arts/ Mending Circle
2nd Friday at 10:30 am: Homeschool Hangout
Every Friday at 4 pm: LEGO club
Every Sat. at 10:30 am: Story & Craft

For more information and events visit wendellfreelibrary.org or call 978-544-3559.
Open Hours: Tuesday 2-7/ Wednesday 10-6 /Friday 1-5 /Saturday 10-3

Wendell Wood Bank
Hello community,
 It is with great excitement I am able to announce that the first four cords of wood has been cut, stacked and is
drying for families in need. I have the intention and desire to process close to 20 cords of wood this year, and we
need your help to reach this goal. We have had the generous support of DCR in processing a majority of the wood so
far along with some student volunteers from UMass.
   As fall fast approaches I am calling on those who are willing and able to help support the wood bank to contact me
so we can schedule some work days. As of now we will be at the wood bank Friday and Saturdays (weather
permitting) at the wood bank which is on Montague rd. 1/4 mile before the state forest headquarters.

Please reach out if you are interested in helping innoculation@gmail.com let me know if there are specific days and
times that work for you and we will make a schedule that is inclusive.
Thank you so much for your support,

Clifford Dornbusch
Tree Warden of Wendell

http://wendellfreelibrary.org/
mailto:innoculation@gmail.com


WENDELL BOARD OF HEALTH UPDATE 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2023

Pfizer and Moderna each have new monovalent  mRNA Covid vaccines that should be available now through  
health centers, major pharmacies and doctors’ offices. They are recommended for all people 6 months of age and
older. Check with your provider for dosage for those under 12 or if you are unsure when to get your shot due to
recent previous infection or vaccination. The bivalent vaccines given previously are no longer authorized and will
not be used. Covid cases have been rising, so get your injections by mid-October.  CVS and Walgreens are
scheduling their vaccinations through their websites. Walgreens also  does walk-ins; CVS does as well but they
are not guaranteed. Novavax has developed a new non-mRNA protein-based vaccine that is still under review
and may be approved soon.

Flu shots are now available and should be received before Halloween. They are recommended for those ages 6
months and older, especially those at high risk. Check with your doctor first if you are pregnant or have a chronic
health condition. Those over 65 should get a high-dose or adjuvanted  formula.
Both Covid and flu vaccines should be covered by Medicare, Medicaid, Mass Health and private insurance. Both
shots may be taken at the same time. If you are uninsured or under insured, the CDC Bridge Access Program can
help adults. Visit cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/bridge/index. html     For children there is a federally funded
program to help those who would not otherwise be vaccinated due to cost called the Vaccines for Children
Program. Visit  cdc.gov>vaccines/respiratory viruses>whats-new   

Vaccinations for RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) are recommended for adults age 60+ (Abrysvo) and
pregnant women (Arexvy)  based on discussion with their doctor. It is covered by Medicare Part D and may
require a doctor’s prescription. Private insurance may not cover this vaccine, so check first: the cost for the shot is
about $300 otherwise.

Covid rapid antigen at-home test kits are no longer funded by federal funds, nor is the Commonwealth funding
them now, so the Board of Health will no longer be able to distribute them. We will not be receiving N95 masks
as well.  If this policy changes, we will let you know. Test kits are widely available at major pharmacies and may
be partially covered by insurance; check with your provider. If you are a client with the Community Health
Center of Franklin County, medical or dental, you can get free tests there.

You should assess the risk to yourself and your household members when deciding whether or not to mask. If you
choose to mask, use an N95. Avoid crowded indoor places with poor ventilation and people of unknown Covid
status. Mask mandates are not expected unless a severe outbreak occurs, but businesses can require masks on their
own. If you get Covid, ask your doctor if you can take Paxlovid, an antiviral that effectively shortens the disease,
reduces symptoms and prevents hospitalizations and deaths. It should be taken within 5 days of the first
symptoms. If it causes a metallic taste, try chewing gum after you take it. If you get Covid-19, visit mass.gov/info-
details/covid-19-isolation-and-exposure-guidance-for-the-general -public  for care information.

Take care and be well,         
Barbara Craddock for the Wendell Board of Health.



Greetings WRATSters and Transfer Station Enthusiasts!

We've had a busy summer over here at the WRATS. Lots of trash, and recycling. Been making slow progress on
tidying the place up in between "community engagement" and running for the cash register. Avelar continues his
stellar work helping folks, being charming and giving all the dogs treats. Speaking of dogs, some folks let their dogs
out of the vehicle to run around. I strongly discourage this practice as I am afraid a dog may be hit. So, please keep
your furry friends in your vehicle unless leashed. Avelar does drive through treats for dogs!

 Small children also walk around outside and this terrifies me to be honest. They are not that visible to vehicle
drivers pulling in and out. Some of the littles know me from PK and run right over without thinking. If you have
kids, please hold their hand at all times in the parking lot. 

The biggest recycling mistake at the WRATS is throwing frozen/refrigerated food packaging, and beer/soda cartons
in the with the cardboard. Remember "If it's COLD it's TRASH" Anything cold in a warm room will make
condensation and get normal cardboard soggy. So, "wet strength" carboard has plastic in it and can't be recycled.  

Thanks for all the help. I love how conscientious this community is about the waste stream. Ya'll are awesome.
Asa de Roode

Support the Wendell Free Store!

Thanks to the hard work of volunteers and donations from various sources, Wendell has a Free Store in a snug little
cabin at WRATS. This is a place where Wendell residents can freely exchange useful items of all kinds, saving
items from landfills and saving a few bucks in the process.

However, it's becoming a problem when residents just drop off items when the Free Store is closed. To leave an item
at the Free Store, you must get the approval of the volunteer on duty. If there's no volunteer, there's no dropping off.
Anything unusable that's dropped off in this way ultimately costs the Town money to dispose of... and that means
the Town taxpayers!

To keep the Free Store running, we need participants to abide by our guidelines, and we need volunteers to staff the
Store. Other guidelines: 1) nothing dirty or broken beyond some minor repair; 2) no meds, supplements, or opened
cosmetics; 3) no baby-related items like cribs, car seats, or breast pumps; 4) no clothing or textiles; 5) leave a
deposit with a WRATS employee for furniture; 6) respect the decisions of the volunteer on duty.

If you'd like to join our fabulous lineup of volunteers, you can! Even an hour a month is helpful, as we don't have
enough coverage to keep the Store open as long as WRATS is. Please leave your contact info with the WRATS staff
and I'll be in touch. We anticipate shifting to shortened winter hours when the weather cools, likely in late October
or early November, so be on the lookout for our new hours.

Let's maintain and strengthen this community resource together!

Trevor Kearns
Free Store Coordinator



Fall 2023 “Clean Sweep” Bulky Waste Recycling Day

     Franklin County Solid Waste Management District is holding the Fall 2023 “Clean Sweep” Bulky Waste
Recycling Day on Saturday, October 21 from 9 a.m. to noon. The three drop-off sites are: Mohawk Trail Regional
School at 26 Ashfield Rd. (Route 112 South); Northfield Highway Garage at 49 Caldwell Rd; and Whately Transfer
Station at 73 Christian Lane. 
     Residents from any of the District’s 21 member towns may bring bulky items such as tires, 
appliances, scrap metal, furniture, carpeting, construction debris, computers, televisions, propane gas tanks, and other
large items. Materials will be recycled whenever possible. 
     There are charges for most items. Disposal fees, cash only, will be collected during check-in at 
each site. A complete list of prices for the most common items is at: franklincountywastedistrict.org. The price list
will also be provided to participating town halls and transfer stations. Residents and 
businesses do not need to pre-register for the collection. 
     Mattresses and box springs will not be accepted at this event. There are 6 regional mattress 
recycling locations across Franklin County. These sites are open various hours year-round. See this 
webpage for locations, pricing and hours: franklincountywastedistrict.org/mattress-recycling. If you are 
unsure if your mattress and box spring can be recycled, call the District office at 413-772-2438.  
     Electronics are accepted at the event, but residents are also encouraged to recycle computer 
equipment and televisions at their town’s transfer station, or at Greenfield Transfer Station. Staples 
stores accept computer equipment (no TVs) free of charge: call store for details. 
     Clean, dry textiles and books will be accepted for free reuse or recycling. Textiles must be 
contained inside a sturdy plastic bag. Textiles are now banned from the trash in Massachusetts. Textile recycling
accepts 95% of all textiles and shoes, including clothing or linens that are torn, stained, with missing buttons or
broken zippers. Damaged textiles can be sold to manufacturers that make insulation or shop rags. Acceptable items
include CLEAN & DRY clothing, shoes, and accessories; plus curtains, sheets, towels and stuffed animals in any
condition (except moldy or wet). Books can be in any condition (except moldy or wet) and can be hardcover or
paperback. No encyclopedias. 
     Bulky Rigid Plastics will be collected separately for a special recycling program; $5 per load of 
acceptable items. This special recycling program only accepts these items: 5-gallon pails, plastic lawn furniture,
plastic trash barrels, recycling bins, laundry baskets, storage totes, and milk crates. Bulky 
rigid plastic items must be empty. 
     Consider reuse: before sending items for disposal or recycling, see if someone else can use 
them. Various charities and non-profits accept donations of working electronics, including local 
Salvation Army and Goodwill stores. Always call ahead to ask if they can accept your item. Or, offer items for reuse
on a local “Buy Nothing” Facebook group, Freecycle group, or local town groups such 
as NextDoor. 
     For more information, see franklincountywastedistrict.org, or contact the District office at 
info@franklincountywastedistrict.org or 413-772-2438. MA Relay for the hearing impaired: 711 or 1-
800-439-2370 (TTY/TDD). 

The District is an equal opportunity provider. 
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