
 

                   

West Milton Council Workshop 
January 27th, 2026 

  6:30 p.m. 
 
 

1. Call to Order by Jeremy Sodders, Mayor 

2. Roll Call 

3. Wessler Presentation on proposed WWTP 

4. Choice One Presentation on Intersection of SR 48 and Frederick Garland Safety Study 

5. Stillwater Crossings update 

6. Motion to go into a Regular Session 

7. Motion to go into Executive Session 

8. Motion to exit Executive Session and return to a Regular Session Workshop 

9. Rezoning request for 957 S. Miami Street 

10. Proposed Founder’s Park project 

11. Proposed Vacant Building Ordinance 

12. Upfitting of new Police Vehicle 

13. Proposed Community Beautification program 

14. Post Office support Legislation 

15. Proposed Planning Board/Board of Adjustments pay increase 

16. Appointment to the Joint Ambulance District Board 

17. Contract for Legal Services, Law Director contract extension 

18. New Business 

19. Old Business 

20. Adjournment 





Vacant Property and Building Registration 
 

§ 98.20 PURPOSE. 

   The purpose of this chapter is to establish a program for identifying and 
registering vacant residential and commercial buildings; to determine the 
responsibilities of owners of vacant buildings and structures; and to speed the 
rehabilitation of the vacant buildings. Shifting the cost of burden from the general 
citizenry to the owners of the buildings will be the result of this chapter. 

 

§ 98.21 DEFINITIONS. 

   Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following terms shall for the purpose of 
this chapter, have the meanings indicated in this section. 

   (a)   “Owner.” Any and every person, entity, bank, or service company, who 
alone or severally with others: 

      (1)   Has legal or equitable title to any dwelling, dwelling unit, building, 
structure, or parcel of land; or 

      (2)   Has care, charge or control of any dwelling, dwelling unit, building, 
structure, or parcel of land, in any capacity, including but not limited to agent, 
executor, executrix, administrator, administratrix, trustee or guardian of the 
estate of the holder of legal title; or 

      (3)   Is a mortgagee in possession of any such property; or 

      (4)   Is an agent, trustee, receiver, or other person appointed by the courts and 
vested with possession or control of any such property. 

   (b)   “Secured by other than normal means.” A building secured by means other 
than those used in the design of the building. 

   (c)   “Unoccupied.” A building which is not being used for the occupancy 
authorized by the owner and is not consistent with zoning classification. 

   (d)   “Unsecured.” A building or portion of a building which is open to entry by 
unauthorized persons without the use of tools or ladders. 

   (e)   “Vacant building.” A building (excluding government-owned buildings) 
which is: 

      (1)   Unoccupied and unsecured; or 

      (2)   Unoccupied and secured by other than normal means; or 

      (3)   Unoccupied and an unsafe building as determined by the Municipal 
Manager, or his/her designated agent; or 



      (4)   Unoccupied and having utilities disconnected; or 

      (5)   Unoccupied and has housing or building code violations; or 

      (6)   Illegally occupied, which shall include loitering and vagrancy; or 

      (7)   Unoccupied for a period of time over 90 days and having an existing code 
violation issued by a Property Maintenance Officer; or 

      (8)   Unoccupied with a mortgage status of abandonment (i.e. deceased or 
foreclosed); or 

      (9)   Unoccupied and abandoned by the property owner; 

    (10)  A commercial building that also contains an attached separate area for 
residential use, wherein either the commercial area and/or the residential area 
meet any of the criteria listed in Sections 1 through 9 above. 

   (f)   “Evidence of vacancy.” Any condition that on its own or combined with 
other conditions present would lead a reasonable person to believe the property 
is vacant. Such conditions include, but are not limited to: significantly below 
standard utility usage, overgrown and/or dead vegetation, accumulation of 
newspapers, circulars, flyers and/or mail, accumulation of trash, junk, and/or 
debris, broken or boarded up windows, abandoned vehicles, auto parts or 
materials, the absence of window coverings, such as curtains, blinds, and/or 
shutters, the absence of furnishings and/or personal items consistent with 
habitation or occupation, statement(s) by governmental employee(s) that the 
property is vacant. 

 

§ 98.22 VACANT PROPERTY/BUILDING REGISTRATION. 

   (a)   The owner shall register with the Municipal Manager, or his/her designated 
agent, not later than 90 days after any building located in an area zoned for, or 
abutting an area zoned for, residential, commercial and/or industrial use in the 
Municipality becomes a vacant building or not later than 30 days of being notified 
by the Municipal Manager, or his/her designated agent, of the requirement to 
register based on evidence of vacancy, whichever event first occurs. 

   (b)   The registration shall be submitted on forms provided by the Municipal 
Manager, or his/her designated agent, and shall include the following information 
supplied by the owner: 

      (1)   The name(s), address(es) and email address(es) of the owner or owners; 

      (2)   If the owner does not reside in Miami County or an adjacent county, the 
name, address and email address(es) of any third party who the owner has 
entered into a contract or agreement for property management. By designating an 
authorized agent under the provisions of this section, the owner is consenting 
that the third party is authorized to receive any and all notices relating to the 
property and conformance of any and all ordinances; 



      (3)   The names and addresses of all known lien holders and all other parties 
with an ownership interest in the building; 

      (4)   A telephone number where a responsible party can be reached at all 
times during business and non-business hours. 

 (5) A vacant building plan as described as follows: 

   (a)  The owner shall submit a vacant building plan which must meet the 
approval of the Municipal Manager, or his/her designated agent. The plan, at a 
minimum, must contain information from one of the following three choices: 

    (i) If the building is to be demolished, a demolition plan indicating 
the proposed timeline for demolition, which includes starting within 30 days of 
acceptance of the proposed demolition plan and does not exceed one year; or 

    (ii) If the building is to remain vacant, a plan for ensuring the 
building is secured along with the plan or procedure that will be implemented to 
maintain the property, and a statement of the reasons why the building will be left 
vacant (e.g., building is for sale, etc.); or 

         (iii) If the building is to be returned to appropriate occupancy or 
use, a rehabilitation plan for the building and grounds. The rehabilitation plan 
timeline shall not exceed 12 months from the time the owner obtains permits, 
unless the Municipal Manager, or his/her designated agent, grants an extension 
upon receipt of a written statement from the owner detailing the reasons for the 
extension. Any repairs, improvements or alterations to the property must comply 
with any applicable zoning, housing, historic preservation, or building codes and 
the property must be secured during the rehabilitation. 

   (b)   All applicable laws and codes shall be complied with by the owner. The 
owner shall notify the Municipal Manager, or his/her designated agent, of any 
changes in information of their vacant building registration within 30 days of the 
change. If the plan or timetable for the vacant building is revised in any way, the 
revision(s) must be in writing and must meet the approval of the Municipal 
Manager, or his/her designated agent. 

   (c)   The owner and subsequent owners or banks/agents shall keep the building 
secured and safe and the building and grounds properly maintained in 
accordance with all applicable Property Maintenance Codes. 

   (d)   A new owner(s) shall register or re-register the vacant building with the 
Municipal Manager, or his/her designated agent, within 60 days of any transfer of 
an ownership interest in the vacant building if the building continues to remain 
vacant after transfer. If fees were paid upon or prior to the transfer of an 
ownership interest, the new owner(s) will not be required to pay for re- registering 
the property until such time that the registration fee is due based on the original 
date of vacancy. This does not mean they do not have to register within 60 days 
as specified above. 



    (e)   The failure of the owner of the vacant building to obtain a deed for the 
property or to file the deed with the County Recorder shall not excuse the 
property owner from registering the property. 

   (f)   Failure of the owner or any subsequent owners to maintain the building and 
premises that result in remedial action taken by the Municipality shall be subject 
to any applicable penalties provided by the law. 

   (g)   The Municipal Manager, or his/her designated agent, shall include in the file 
any property specific written statements from community organizations, other 
interested parties, or citizens regarding the history, problems, status, or blighting 
influence of a vacant building. 

   (h)   The registration and all associated processes must be completed in its 
entirety annually for as long the property remains vacant. 

 

§ 98.23 INSPECTIONS. 

   The Municipal Manager, or his/her designated agent, may inspect any premises 
in the Municipality for the purpose of enforcing and assuring compliance with the 
provisions of this chapter. Upon the request of the Municipal Manager, or his/her 
designated agent, an owner may provide access to all interior portions of an 
unoccupied building in order to permit a complete inspection. Nothing contained 
herein, however, shall diminish the owner’s right to insist upon the procurement 
of a search warrant from a court of competent jurisdiction by the Municipal 
Manager, or his/her designated agent, in order to enable such inspection. The 
Municipal Manager, or his/her designated agent, shall be required to obtain a 
search warrant whenever an owner refuses to permit a warrantless inspection of 
the premises. The following shall apply: 

   (a)   Vacant properties will be externally inspected by the Municipal Manager, or 
his/her designated agent, a minimum of twice per year to ensure the compliance 
of property maintenance codes; 

   (b)   A Notice of Violation will be completed for each inspection indicating any 
property maintenance code violations; 

   (c)   Unless otherwise determined, by the discretion of the Code Official, a 
property owner shall be required to correct the code violations within the time 
frame specified in the Notice of Violation.  Failure to correct the violations by the 
compliance date may result in prosecution. 

 

§ 98.24 VACANT BUILDING FEES. 

   The fees shall be reasonably related to the administrative costs for registering 
and processing the vacant building owner registration form and for the costs 
incurred by the Municipality in monitoring the vacant building site. The annually 
increased fee amounts shall be reasonably related to the costs incurred by the 



Municipality for demolition and hazard abatement of or repairs to vacant 
buildings, as well as the continued normal administrative costs stated above. 

   (a)   The owner of a vacant single-family residential building shall pay no annual 
fee, so long as the property remains in compliance with the West Milton Codified 
Ordinances.  If the property is in violation of a section of the West Milton Codified 
Ordinances and the appropriate party fails to correct the violation within the time 
frame provided for in the Notice, the owner shall pay an annual fee of 
$______________.  The annual fee shall increase thereafter by the amount of 
$________ for each subsequent violation of the West Milton Codified Ordinances 
that is not corrected in the time frame provided by the Municipality.   

   (b)   The owner of a vacant two-family and/or multi-family residential building 
shall pay an annual fee of $___________, so long as the property remains in 
compliance with the West Milton Codified Ordinances.  If the property is in 
violation of a section of the West Milton Codified Ordinances and the appropriate 
party fails to correct the violation within the time frame provided for in the Notice, 
the owner shall pay an annual fee of $______________.  The annual fee shall 
increase thereafter by the amount of $________ for each subsequent violation of 
the West Milton Codified Ordinances that is not corrected in the time frame 
provided by the Municipality.   

   (c)   The owner of a vacant commercial building, which includes buildings that 
also contain connected, but separate areas for residential use, shall pay an 
annual fee of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), so long as the property remains in 
compliance with the West Milton Codified Ordinances.  If the property is in 
violation of a section of the West Milton Codified Ordinances and the appropriate 
party fails to correct the violation within the time frame provided for in the Notice, 
the owner shall pay an annual fee of $______________.  The annual fee shall 
increase thereafter by the amount of $________ for each subsequent violation of 
the West Milton Codified Ordinances that is not corrected in the time frame 
provided by the Municipality.  

    (d)   The owner of a vacant industrial building shall pay an annual fee of one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00), so long as the property remains in compliance with 
the West Milton Codified Ordinances.  If the property is in violation of a section of 
the West Milton Codified Ordinances and the appropriate party fails to correct the 
violation within the time frame provided for in the Notice, the owner shall pay an 
annual fee of $______________.  The annual fee shall increase thereafter by the 
amount of $________ for each subsequent violation of the West Milton Codified 
Ordinances that is not corrected in the time frame provided by the Municipality.   

   (e)   The first annual fee shall be paid at the time the building is registered. If the 
fee is not paid, the owner shall be subject to prosecution as prescribed in 
Section 98.27. 

   (f)   The fee shall be paid in full prior to the issuance of any building permits 
unless the property is granted an exemption. The fee shall be prorated and a 



refund may be issued if the building is no longer deemed vacant under the 
provisions of this chapter within 180 days of its registry. 

   (g)   All delinquent fees shall be paid by the owner prior to any transfer of an 
ownership interest in the vacant building. A hold may be placed on the transfer or 
activation of utilities (water and electric) until all delinquent fees have been paid. 

   (h)   Late fees shall be paid in addition to the annual registration fee and will be 
equal to one-fourth of the annual fee. Fees incurred prior to the modification 
above will be assessed under the ordinance at the time they were reviewed. 

 

§ 98.25 EXEMPTIONS. 

   (a)   A building under active construction/renovation and having a valid building 
permit(s) shall be exempt from registration until the expiration of the longest 
running, currently active building permit. 

   (b)   A building which has suffered fire damage or damage caused by extreme 
weather conditions shall be exempt from the registration requirement for a period 
of 90 days after the date of the fire or extreme weather event if the property owner 
submits a request for exemption in writing to the Municipal Manager, or his/her 
designated agent. This request shall include the names and addresses of the 
owner or owners, and a statement of intent to repair and reoccupy the building in 
an expedient manner, or the intent to demolish the building. 

   (c)   A building that is for sale and listed with a licensed State of Ohio realtor 
shall be exempted for a period of 12 months from the start of vacancy, provided 
that the owner or owner’s representative submits proof to the Municipal Manager, 
or his/her designated agent, of such listing and for sale status. 

   (d)   A building that has been granted an exemption pursuant to the following. 
Any owner of a vacant building may request an exemption from the provisions of 
this chapter by filing a written application with the Municipal Manager, or his/her 
designated agent, who shall timely consider same. In determining whether a 
request for exemption should be granted, the Municipal Manager, or his/her 
designated agent, shall consider the following: the applicant’s prior record as it 
pertains to Municipal Housing Code, Building Code, or Property Maintenance 
Code violations; the amount of vacant property the applicant currently has within 
the Municipality; and the length of time that the building for which the exception 
is sought has been vacant. 

   (e)   Any commercial building, industrial building, or structure determined to be 
vital for the purpose of economic development by the Municipal Manager may be 
exempt from registration and any fees set forth in this Section. 

 (f) Any buildings located in a flood plain and/or deemed agricultural. 

 

 



§ 98.26 APPEALS. 

   Any owner who is served a notice of vacant property registration may, within 
ten calendar days of receipt of such notice, apply for an exemption or appeal the 
findings of the Municipal Manager or his/her designated agent, to the West Milton 
Council. 

 

§ 98.27 PENALTY. 

   Whoever violates or fails to comply with any of the provisions of Sections 98.20 
through 98.25 is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree and shall be fined not 
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or imprisoned not more than six months, 
or both, for each offense. Unless otherwise provided, a separate offense shall be 
deemed committed each day during or on which a violation or noncompliance 
occurs or continues. 

 

 





















































As referred by the Streets and Sidewalk Committee on September 30, 2019. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-27

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING CHAPTER 1343 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES 

PROVIDING FOR THE REGISTRATION OF VACANT BUILDINGS 

WHEREAS, vacant and abandoned structures are unsightly, attract criminal 
activity, and are a threat to the public safety and the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) statistics indicate tha�. more than ten civilians die and 6,000 
firefighters are injured each year operating in nearly 31,000 fires in vacant and 
abandoned buildings; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this new Chapter is to establish a program to 
identify, register, and inspect vacant buildings within the City of St. Marys that may 
present a fire hazard, that may provide temporary occupancy for transients, that may 
detract from private or public efforts to rehabilitate or maintain surrounding 
buildings, and that may present a hazard to the health, safety, and welfare of the 
public; and 

WHEREAS, through an effective registration, inspection, identification, and 
monitoring program, buildings can be kept secure from trespassers and provide safe 
entry of police and firefighters in the event of an emergency; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ST. MARYS, OHIO, THAT: 

Section 1. That new Chapter 1343 of the Codified Ordinances (Registration of 
Vacant Buildings) of the City be enacted as follows: 

1343.01 
1343.02 
1343.03 
1343.03 
1343.04 
1343.05 
1343.06 
1343.07 
1343.08 
1343.09 
1343.10 
1343.11 
1343.12 
1343.13 
1343.14 
1343.15 

CHAPTER 1343 
REGISTRATION OF VACANT BUILDINGS 

Purpose. 
Definitions. 
Obligation of Owners and Persons in Control. 
Designation as a Vacant Building 
Obligations of Owners of Dangerous Buildings 
Registration 
Registration Fees 
Inspection. 
Vacant Building Plan-- Commercial and Industrial Vacant Building 
Vacant Building Maintenance Standards. 
Notice of Violation. 
Effecting Compliance. 
Appeals. 
Notice 

Interpretation of Chapter. 
Penalty. 
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         RESOLUTION CM-26- 
 

 
A RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE 
 
 

WHEREAS, 2025 marked the 250th Anniversary of the creation of the 
United States Post Office, the predecessor of the modern Postal Service, one year 
earlier than the founding of the country itself, and 
 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Postal Service is operated as a basic and fundamental 
service provided to the people by the Government of the United States, authorized 
by the U.S. Constitution, and created by Act of Congress to bind the nation together, 
and 
 WHEREAS, the Universal Service Obligation (USO) in current law enables 
the population to receive equal and affordable services as a right of all people, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Postal Service runs on its own revenue created by postage 
and postal products and does not receive taxpayer money to run its operations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, due to its public mission, the Postal Service is the low-cost anchor 
of the $1.3 trillion dollar mailing and package industry which supports 7 million jobs 
across the country, and 
  

WHEREAS, the postal service is an important source of good, living-wage 
jobs with fair hiring practices and equal pay for equal work and is one of the largest 
employers of Veterans, and 
 

WHEREAS, while communication habits are always changing, the USPS 
remains a vital source of communications, the exchange of ideas, financial 
transactions, private and secure correspondents, mail-order medications, mail-in 
voting and e-commerce packages, and 
 

WHEREAS, the United States Postal Service is owned by the people and is 
a wonderful national treasure encapsulating the best of government" of, by, and for 
the people," now therefore 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, Be it Resolved by the Council of the Municipality of 
West Milton, Ohio that: 
 

SECTION I:  that the Village of West Milton Ohio goes on record in 
support and appreciation of the role of the U.S. Postal 
Service to the American public on its 250th Anniversary 
and salutes the hard-working postal workers from all 
walks of life who serve the people and business 
community, and we support a robust and thriving 
public Postal Service for generations to come! 

 
 

SECTION II:  that this body recognizes that the local presence of 
postal workers and postal facilities has been an 
essential part of our civic infrastructure, supporting 
small businesses, facilitating government services, and 
contributing to the quality of life and economic vitality 
of our community, 

 
 



 
 

 
SECTION III: we wish to honor the men and women, past and 

present, who have served in the USPS with dedication, 
in fair weather and foul, ensuring that every address in 
our region, state, and nation remains reachable and 
our national communications network remains resilient. 

 
 
Passed this ______ day of ________________ 2026 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
       Jeremy Sodders, Mayor 
ATTEST:            
 
______________________________ 
Laura Wright 
Clerk of Council 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
____________________________ 
Leneé M. Brosh 
Law Director 



 
 
         ORDINANCE CM-26-04 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 33.66 COMPENSATION FOR 
PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS AND SECTION 150.301(B) COMPENSATION 

FOR BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEMBERS 
  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 33.66 and Section 150.301(B), each planning board 
member and board of adjustment member is compensated at a rate of $25.00 per 
meeting, not to exceed $50 per month per member; and  
 
WHEREAS, the current pay for these board members has not been adjusted since 
March 9, 1999, with the passage of Ordinance CM-99-09; and  
 
WHEREAS, Council desires to adjust the rate of pay to all planning board members 
and board of adjustment members as these individuals provide a necessary service to 
the Municipality of West Milton.  
  
NOW THEREFORE, be it Ordained by the Council of the Municipality of West Milton, 
Ohio that: 

 
SECTION I:  Section 33.66 of the West Milton Codified Ordinances shall be 

modified to read as follows:  
 

§ 33.66 COMPENSATION.  
 

All Planning Board members shall be compensated at the rate of 
$25 $75.00 per member per meeting attended, but in no event 
shall such compensation exceed $50 $150.00 per member per 
month. 

 
SECTION II:  Section 150.301(B) of the West Milton Codified Ordinances shall 

be modified to read as follows: 
 

§ 150.301 MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT. 
 

(B) Board of Adjustment members shall be compensated at the 
rate of $25 $75.00 per member per meeting attended, but in no 
event shall such compensation exceed $50 $150.00 per member 
per month. 

 
SECTION III: The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective from and 

after the earliest date allowed by law and all parts of Ordinances 
or Resolutions in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby 
repealed. 

 
 
Passed this ______ day of ________________ 2026 
 

 
      ________________________________ 
       Jeremy Sodders, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Laura J. Wright 
Clerk of Council 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
____________________________ 
Leneé M. Brosh 
Law Director 



 
 
 
         RESOLUTION CM-26-03 
 

 
A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT A MEMBER TO THE MIAMI   

SOUTHWEST JOINT AMBULANCE DISTRICT, MIAMI COUNTY 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Miami Southwest Joint Ambulance District, Miami County, 
Ohio is a five (5) member Board of Trustees, with one member appointed by each 
political subdivision from Union Township, Village of Ludlow Falls, Village of 
Potsdam, Village of Laura and the Village of West Milton; and  

 
WHEREAS, Council for the Village of West Milton passed Resolution CM-

25-19 on March 11, 2025, making it mandatory that the person appointed by 
Council to service on said board be a sitting council member who may serve on 
said board during that person’s term in office; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Village of West Milton’s representative on said board ended 
his term; and, therefore, it is necessary to appoint a board member to serve in this 
capacity; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council for the Village of West Milton believes it is beneficial 
to the community to appoint a sitting council member to serve on said board. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, Be it Resolved by the Council of the Municipality of 
West Milton, Ohio that: 

 
SECTION I: The Council hereby appoints Scott Fogle to the Miami 

Southwest Joint Ambulance District Board to serve in 
said capacity during his current term on Council. 

 
SECTION II: This Resolution shall take effect and be in force from 

and after its passage. 
 
 
Passed this ______ day of ________________ 2026 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
       Jeremy Sodders, Mayor 
ATTEST:            
 
 
______________________________ 
Laura Wright 
Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Leneé M. Brosh 
Law Director 



RESOLUTION CM 26-___       

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MUNICIPAL MANAGER TO ENTER INTO 
AN AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED BY THE DIRECTOR OF LAW  
 

WHEREAS, the Council for the Municipality of West Milton, Ohio approved the 
Municipal Manager’s appointment of Leneé M. Brosh, of the law firm of Shipman, Dixon 
& Livingston, Co. L.P.A., as Director of Law for the Municipality beginning February 1, 
2014, with reviews and the adoption of additional legislation occurring every two years 
thereafter regarding the terms and conditions of the Agreement for Legal Services; and  

WHEREAS, the Municipal Manager desires to enter into an agreement on behalf of the 
Municipality of West Milton for Leneé M. Brosh to continue to provide legal services as 
the Director of Law as described in the attached Agreement, marked as (Exhibit A); and  

WHEREAS, the Agreement requires approval of Council. 

NOW, THEREFORE Be it resolved by the Council of the Municipality of West Milton, 
Ohio that: 

SECTION I: The Municipal Manager is hereby authorized to enter into the 
attached Agreement (Exhibit A) providing for legal services to be 
rendered by the Director of Law, Leneé M. Brosh. 

SECTION II: This Resolution shall be in effect from and after the earliest date 
allowed by law.   

Passed this ___ day of ____________, 2026. 

 
       ________________________________ 
       Jeremy Sodders, Mayor 
 

ATTEST 

_______________________________ 
Laura Wright 
Clerk of Council 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

_______________________________ 
Leneé M. Brosh 
Director of Law 



AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES 
 

 
This AGREEMENT by and between the Municipality of West Milton, Ohio, 
a municipal corporation hereinafter called “the Municipality,” and Shipman, 
Dixon & Livingston Co., L.P.A., hereinafter called “the law firm” is entered 
into this ___ day of February, 2026 with the rates and payments 
established herein being effective February 1st, 2026 as authorized by 
Ordinance duly approved by the Council of West Milton, Ohio on the ___ 
day of February, 2026.  
 
By the terms of this Agreement the parties hereto agree as follows: 
 
SECTION I:  LAW DIRECTOR 
 
The firm shall provide to the Municipality all customary legal services as 
may be requested and as outlined herein, including providing a member of 
the firm to be designated as the Municipality’s Director of Law in 
accordance with Section 6.02 of the Municipal Charter.  It is hereby agreed 
that said person shall be Leneé M. Brosh, a partner of the firm.  It is further 
understood and agreed that Ms. Brosh will serve as the Municipality’s 
Director of Law, unless another suitable member of the firm is so 
designated and expressly approved by the Municipality.  Should Ms. Brosh 
for any reason leave the firm, the Municipality shall have sixty (60) days to 
abrogate this Agreement or to accept another member to serve in the 
capacity of Director of Law.  The firm shall further be responsible pursuant 
to this Agreement to designate a member, subject to the approval of the 
Municipal Manager, of a person to perform the duties of Municipal 
Prosecutor under the direction of Ms. Brosh.  
 
Notwithstanding the above, it is further recognized that if Ms. Brosh is 
absent and otherwise not available for some brief period of time or has a 
conflict of schedule or interest in a specific matter of law that another 
member of the firm may temporarily represent the Municipality in the 
capacity of Director of Law.  
 
It is further recognized and agreed that should the Municipality find itself 
involved in an action of law or request an opinion of law that requires some 
degree of specialization, that it may utilize the services of another firm or 
lawyer subject to Ms. Brosh’s consent.  The law firm further agrees to 
inform the Municipality of all cases or actions, in which any reasonable  
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Legal Services Agreement 
 
 
appearance of conflict of interest may arise requiring the law firm to 
remove itself from representation of the Municipality.  
 
SECTION II:  SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
The firm shall provide to the Municipality all legal services customarily 
performed by a Municipal Law Director to include; attendance at scheduled 
Council meetings, meetings of other municipal bodies as requested, 
regular advisory meetings with the Municipal Manager, process and 
defend all claims the Municipality may find itself involved with, review 
documents and legislation, provide prosecutorial services on all criminal 
matters referred to include consultation with police officers as necessary, 
render opinion letters as requested by the Municipal Manager and advise 
the administration and Council on matters of law.  All such services are to 
be performed in a timely manner.  
 
SECTION III:  TERM, PAYMENT AND WAIVER OF ADDITIONAL 
BENEFITS 
 
The Director of Law shall upon appointment serve an indefinite term 
providing that the terms and conditions of this Agreement shall be 
reviewed every two years.  The next review, unless otherwise altered by 
the parties, shall be January 31, 2028.  The law firm shall provide the 
Municipality a monthly statement in adequate detail to show the nature and 
duration of all services performed.   
 
For the period of February 1, 2026 to January 31, 2028, the Law Director 
shall be compensated at a fixed annual salary of $66,000.00, which shall 
be paid directly to Ms. Brosh as a payroll employee in the approximate 
monthly amount of $5,500.00 paid on the first payroll of each month.   
 
The Municipality shall be responsible for all mandated withholdings to 
specifically being PERS or FICA, Medicare and Worker’s Compensation.  
Ms. Brosh and the law firm agree to hereby expressly waive all rights and 
benefits customarily awarded other positions with the Municipality to 
include health care, insurance and leave benefits.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
Page Three 
Legal Services Agreement 
 
 
SECTION IV:  LAW DIRECTOR EXPENSES 
 
The Municipality agrees to pay the law firm for actual expenses incurred, a 
sum not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) per year and One 
Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($1,200.00) per year for out of pocket 
expenses incurred relating to training, trial or other office expenses that in 
the opinion of the parties hereto assist in the professional development of 
the Law Director or prosecuting designee in the performance of their duties 
for the Municipality.   
 
SECTION V:  TERMINATION 
 
This Agreement may be terminated with or without cause by either party 
serving a sixty (60) day written notice on the other party.  It is understood 
and agreed should the Agreement be so terminated the parties will agree 
among themselves whether any or all existing cases shall be continued by 
the firm and, if so, at what rate of compensation.  
 
 
BY: Municipality of West Milton, Ohio 
 
 
 
 ____________________________ Date:__________________ 
 D. Jeffrey Sheridan, 
 Municipal Manager 
 
 
 
 
BY: Shipman, Dixon & Livingston Co., L.P.A. 
 
 
 
 ____________________________ Date:___________________
 Leneé M. Brosh, Partner 



 
The Village of West Milton would like to honor the men and women that have proudly served their 
country. The village is looking for individuals or groups to sponsor a Hometown Hero pole banner. 
These banners will become property of the Village of West Milton and will be displayed, cared for, and 
stored by the village. The banners will be displayed on Miami St. from Memorial Day through Veteran’s 
Day for approximately three years then returned to the purchaser(s). 

We are looking for Union Township men and women to honor with this display.   

Who can be pictured on a pole banner? 
Any person that has been/is a resident of Union Township and served in any branch of the U.S. Armed 
Forces can be honored. The honoree can be active duty, Reserve, National Guard, honorably 
discharged, retired, or killed in action. The manufacturer now has a one picture per banner limit.  

Who can purchase a pole banner? 
An individual, family, group, or business can purchase a banner. 

How much does it cost? 
Each honoree banner picture will be in black and white or color (depending on picture provided) and 
printed on both sides. 

 30” x 60” banner displays on the light poles on Miami St.   $150.00 

 16” x 45” banner displays on the light poles in Downtown Area   $115.00 

**Personalize your banner by adding a special message or a sponsor name  

(your name/family, company, or organization) ** 

What form of payment is accepted and whom do I pay? 
Checks should be made payable to Municipality of West Milton with a special notation for Hometown 
Heroes. Cash is also accepted in person. 

Is this tax deductible? 
No. 



 

 

What do I need to submit? 
1 - Application – containing at minimum, the veteran’s first and last name and branch of service. 
2 - Photograph of veteran – military dress preferred. This picture can be an actual photograph or digital 
image. Digital images need to be high resolution and at least 400DPI. 
3 - Payment (cash or check payable to Municipality of West Milton). 

How do I submit my photograph? 
Actual photographs – Actual photographs will be scanned and transferred to a high-resolution 
digital image. Photographs submitted will be available for pickup up at the city building when 
proofs are accepted and approved by the printing company, approximately mid-April. 

Digital photographs – Can be brought to the municipal building on CD or zip drive. These need 
to be large high resolution, at least 400DPI images. Acceptable formats for these photos are Corel 
Draw (.cdr) version 11 or earlier, Encapsulated PostScript (.eps), Adobe Illustrator (.ail) version 
10 or earlier, In Design, PDF, Photoshop (.psd) and .jpg files. 

Email images – Images submitted via email need to specify Hometown Heroes Image in the 
subject line and can be emailed directly to:  
carpenterk@milton-union.k12.oh.us  

Who do I contact for more information? 
Megan Shaw – shaw@westmiltonohio.gov (937) 698-1500 ext. 108 

Ben Herron – herron@westmiltonohio.gov (937) 698-1500 ext. 116 

Krista Carpenter – carpenterk@muschools.com 

When do I need to have my information/payment turned in? 
 
All payments and information need to be received by our office on or before: 

Monday, March 16th, 2026 
Photos will be available for pick-up at the municipal building after all proofs are approved for production. 

 

mailto:carpenterk@milton-union.k12.oh.us
mailto:shaw@westmiltonohio.gov
mailto:herron@westmiltonohio.gov


 

Application For Hometown Hero Banner 
Rank (please print) _________________________________________________________  

Name of Veteran ___________________________________________________________ 

Branch of service _____________________ Era of service _____________________ _____  

Currently active duty? Yes / No  

Veteran’s hometown (West Milton, Laura, etc.) ____________________________________ 

__________ 30” x 60” banner - $150.00   

__________ 16” x 45” banner - $115 .00                    

__________ Sponsorship  

    Name of sponsor ________________________________________                   _ 

_______ Actual photograph                                 _______ Digital photograph      

______ Photo emailed to carpenterk@muschools.com 

Contact person _____________ _________________________________________________ 

Contact address ___________________________________________________ __________ 

Phone number (____) _________ ___________Cell phone (____) ___ _______  __________ 

Email address_________________________________   ______________________________ 

All applications, payments and images must be received by: 

Monday, March 16th, 2026 

Applications can be mailed or dropped off to: 

Municipality of West Milton 

Hometown Heroes 

701 S. Miami St. 

West Milton, OH  45383 

I agree to release the above veteran information to the Milton-Union Public Library for their military display. 
           _______Yes, I agree   ____ No, I do not agree 

mailto:carpenterK@milton-union.k-12.oh.us
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