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CITY OF WILLIAMSTON 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MARCH 20, 2025 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
1. Call to Order:  
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Williamston City Hall Council 
Chambers by Chairman Earl Wolf and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
3.  Roll Call:  
Chairman Earl Wolf, Vice Chair Teri Nelson, Commissioners John Haynes, Byron 
Aldrink, and Tammy Scott.  Absent:  Noah Belanger. 
 
Also present: City Manager John Hanifan, Deputy Clerk Barbara Burke, Bryan Hamilton, 
Heather Galecka, and other members of the public. 
 
4. Approval of Agenda:  
Motion by Nelson, second by Aldrink, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion 
passed by voice vote. 
 
5. Audience Participation:  
Chairman Wolf called for public comments at this time and there were none.   
 
6. Approval of Parks & Recreation Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of 
September 19, 2024:  
Motion by Aldrink, second by Nelson, to approve the Parks & Recreation Commission 
regular meeting minutes of September 19, 2024, as presented.  Motion passed by 
voice vote. 
 
7. Action Items 
 
7a. Consideration of 2025 Meeting Dates and Times: 
Motion by Nelson, second by Aldrink, to approve the 2025 meeting dates and times as 
presented.  Motion passed by voice vote. 
 

3rd Thursday of the month; 6 pm 

January 16 July 17 

February 20 August 21 

March 20 September 18 

April 17 October 16 

May 15 November 20 

June 19 December 18 

 
7b.  Two Chainsaw Carvings Installation Locations: 
Heather Galecka reviewed recommended locations from the Friends of the Williamston 
Parks group as to where two chainsaw carvings could be placed.  It was suggested the 
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alligators/turtles/interactive carvings be placed between the tot lot and the wooden play 
structure in McCormick Park.  It was suggested the cardinal bench carving be placed 
under the overhang of the concession stand, as it would be a sheltered location and 
help in preserving the bench. 
 
Motion by Aldrink, second by Scott, to place the two chainsaw carvings at the 
recommended locations.  Motion passed by voice vote. 
 
8.  Discussion Items 
 
8a. Friends of Williamston Parks 2024 Annual Report: 
Heather Galecka reviewed the Friends of Williamston Parks 2024 Annual Report, a 
copy of which was in the meeting packet. 
 
8b.  Chainsaw Carving Plaques: 
Chairman Wolf passed around one of the plaques for the chainsaw carvings.  These 
were paid for by the Williamston Area Beautification Fund.   
 
8c. Spring Staining/Sealing – pavilion, carvings: 
Chairman Wolf said the parks spring cleanup dates will be in May and will be on a 
Saturday and a Sunday this year. 
 
8d.  Turbine Display: 
Manager Hanifan reviewed the location and placement of the turbine as discussed at a 
previous Parks meeting.  He will obtain concrete estimates and bring back to the Parks 
and Recreation Commission to submit a recommendation to Council.  This turbine dates 
back to 1892. 
 
10.  Staff Reports 
 
10a. City Manager: 
Manager Hanifan thanked Ms. Galecka and the Friends of Williamston Parks for all they 
do and said we are blessed to have this organization in town.  He will have more at an 
upcoming meeting on ideas for Howard Dahlstrom Memorial Park. 
 
11.  Audience Participation: 
Chairman Wolf welcomed Bryan Hamilton as an audience member and said Mr. 
Hamilton had applied for the Parks Commission.  Chair Wolf mentioned that former 
Parks Commission member Kent Hall passed away last fall. There were no other public 
comments. 
 
12.  Member Comments: 
Commissioner Scott spoke about the Red Cedar Jubilee.  This year, for the first time, 
the derby will be held on the Saturday before Jubilee.  After the derby, there will be a 
carnival set up in the derby area for the week. 
 
Vice Chair Nelson said she appreciates this town, thanked the community and everyone 
who has helped in the recent loss of her husband.  Commissioner Scott said there is a 
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GoFundMe set up for anyone who wishes to help.  The celebration of life for Bud 
Nelson will be held on Saturday, April 12, 2025, from 1-4pm at the Williamston Eagles 
Club with the Williamston Kiwanis organizing. 
 
Commissioner Haynes is thankful for the opportunity to serve as the Council 
representative to the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 
Commissioner Aldrink said he is doing well, and is adjusting to owning the Williamston 
Inn and being on call 24-7.  He asked if some type of drinking fountains or fill stations 
could be added in McCormick Park.  Staff will look into this. 
 
Chairman Wolf said the summer concerts are all set.  These are held at 7pm every 
Thursday from June 12-August 21 and one on May 22 (high school band).  He thanked 
everyone who purchased a Rotary raffle ticket.  He will let everyone know when the 
installations are complete. 
 
13. Adjournment:  
Chairman Wolf adjourned the meeting at 6:32 p.m.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted by: ______________________________________ 
     Barbara J. Burke, Deputy Clerk 
 
Date Approved: ________________________________________________ 


