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begetting, 802
being, 85, 87
Belgic Confession, 1006
belief, 186, 328n3, 369
benediction, 499–500, 507–8
benevolence, 346
bestiality, 223, 707, 782
bias, 6–7, 824, 833, 903
Biblical theology, 11, 275–76, 290–98
bigotry, 647, 654
bilingualism, 677
bipolar disorder, 838n22
birth control, 790–95
birth defects, 769–70, 801
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blasphemy, 206, 498–99, 507, 513–14, 

619, 707–8, 973, 988
blessing, 305–7, 406, 465, 507–9, 

544n20, 546, 561, 583, 594–96, 
791, 816, 855, 932, 982

blind obedience, 584
boldness, 111
borrowed capital, 122, 890, 908
Boston personalists, 117n16
bourgeois, 77
boycotts, 450–51, 813, 907
brain death, 740–41
breadwinners, 230
bribery, 983
Buddhism, 55–56, 66, 423n1, 431, 831, 

855, 868
burden of proof, 793–94, 798, 846, 850
businesses, 259

calling, 228–29
Calvin Center for Christian 

Scholarship, 997, 1008
Calvinism, 370n6, 424–25, 437, 871, 

955
Canaanites, 257, 293, 418, 421, 427, 613, 

665n8, 676, 711, 713, 786n15, 958
canon, 219
capital crimes, 206, 221, 498–99, 

545n22, 665–66, 693, 807, 849
capital punishment, 704, 707–10, 724, 

782, 847
capitalism, 834–35, 973
card playing, 416
cardinal virtues, 26, 95n7
carefulness, 694, 731–32
case law, 205–6, 222, 704–5, 780, 982
casuistry, 205, 234–36
categorical imperative, 112–14
causality, 110
celibacy, 759, 771, 787
ceremonial law, 213–14, 218, 518, 

520n7
Chance, 58, 814
Chaos, 58

charismatic gifts, 285
charismatic theology, 37, 137n9, 158, 

361, 372n8, 436
charter schools, 448
chastity, 227
cheating, 167
cheerfulness, 692, 809
Cherubim, 454
child abuse, 702n2
children

as blessing, 790–92
doctrine of, 636
education of, 441–48
promise to, 595
punishment of, 443, 464, 599, 702

China, 834
choices, 87, 737
Christian activism, 883, 955–63
Christian Contemporary Music 

(CCM), 901
Christian education, 441–48, 598–99
Christian hedonism, 307n12
Christian labor unions, 440
Christian life

dynamic of, 926, 946–47
and law-gospel distinction, 189–91
as journey, 3, 322
and Scripture, 154–55, 157

Christian prudence, 159
Christian reconstruction, 217–24, 951
Christian Reformed Church (CRC), 

430n13, 1008
Christian schools, 901
Christian social action, 281
Christianity Today, 680, 899
Christocentricity, 295
Christology, 157n1, 392
church

culture in, 913–19
discipline, 172n13, 192–93n24, 

436–38, 701, 771, 788–89, 850–52, 
1008

false religion in, 432–38
fellowship in, 930
government of, 592–93, 605
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church (continued)
growth of, 639
keys of, 278
marks of, 192–93n24, 437
men and women in, 635, 640–47
and minorities, 683–87
officers of, 604–5, 761
and politics, 620–22
task of, 211

circularity, 95
circumcision, 208–10, 213, 258, 573, 

657, 677, 974
circumstances, 174, 468, 477
cities of refuge, 217, 693–94, 726n2
civic righteousness, 27–28
civil disobedience, 585, 618, 622–26
civil law, 213, 215–19, 221, 248, 500, 

606, 974–77
civil magistrate

authority of, 48–49, 713, 833n13
as family, 599–606
as head of the church, 616
as minister, 714, 977
as servants, 602, 612, 946
and war, 719–20
See also government

civil rights movement, 988–89
civilization, 607–8, 616, 655
clarity, of Scripture, 147–50
class warfare, 77, 79, 89
classical music, 901–2
cloning, 801–3, 1002–3
clothing laws, 214
coarse language, 512–13
cognitive meaning, 82
cognitive rest, 375
Cold War, 722
combat roles, 651
command ethics, 31, 327, 387
commandments, 200, 949
commercial recreation, 527n21, 549–50
common grace, 243, 296, 339–44, 430, 

524–25, 537–42, 550, 600n4, 
616–17, 847, 870–71, 913–14, 
961–62, 964–65

common sense, 201
common-law marriage, 756n1
communication, 297, 916–17, 931, 1003
Communism, 77–78, 828, 834
communities, 597
community colleges, 447
community responsibility, 987
comparative justice, 715, 719
compassion, 345, 382, 745, 806, 823–24, 

834, 838, 1011
comprehensiveness, 150–53, 336–37
compulsion, 197–98
conception, 729–32, 790–91
confession, 506–7, 936
confessionalism, 392n8
conflict of duties, 230, 232–33
Confucianism, 58, 430, 492n3
conjugal rights, 783n10
conscience, 170–75, 363–65, 367, 477, 

720, 958–59
consecration, 415, 505, 531, 533–34, 

747n19
consequences, 114, 116
consequential ethic, 33
conservatives, 6, 973, 1008
consumerism, 914
consummation, 203, 258, 280, 291, 

531–32, 539, 543, 556, 758
contemporary worship, 286–87, 296, 

305n9, 483, 914–15
contentment, 268, 818, 854
Continental rationalists, 117n16
contraception, 246, 445, 1010
contradictions, 225
contradictory behavior, 232
control, 21–22, 24–25, 50, 492
controversy, 289, 572, 850n13, 851–52
coram Deo, 251–52
corporal punishment, 702n2
corruption, 433–34
cosmology, 253
Council of Chalcedon (451), 434, 488, 

998
Council of Laodicea (360), 567
counterculture, 890, 896
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courage, 26, 62, 95, 111
courtship, 760n4
covenant

blessings of, 596n14
breaking of, 757–58
documents of, 158, 160
ethics of, 1001
history, 241n5
loyalty to, 334–35, 337, 401, 410, 

412, 463
marriage as, 756–57, 777
as oath, 501
as personal relationship, 404
presence, 23–26
relationship of, 20–21
theology, 480n15
uniqueness of, 603

covenant of grace, 188n19
covenant of works, 188n19
coveting, 401, 853
creation

vs. culture, 864–65
ethic of, 943
God’s presence in, 303–4
and Sabbath, 517, 531–37, 560

creation ordinances, 202–3, 214, 536, 
541, 572, 847–48

creativity, 371, 803
Creator-creature distinction, 251, 

509–10, 534, 536n9, 537, 558
criminality, 261, 263
cross-cultural witness, 680
cruelty, 113
crusades, 716
cultic language, 400, 413–14, 868
cultural change, 221, 981, 994
cultural elite, 898–903
cultural mandate, 203, 228, 255, 

308–13, 536, 539–40, 576, 598, 
624n46, 633, 751, 759, 790–92, 
797, 865, 872, 965

cultural programs, 539
culture

Christian criticism of, 888–94
in the church, 913–19

definition of, 863–72
and film, 907–11
God as critic of, 886–88
relationship to Christianity, 873–97
and the Sabbath, 524, 525n15, 539, 

541
sharing of, 678
and subculture, 513
and women’s roles, 635

curses, 464, 524, 629, 689, 778, 791
cursing, 508
Cynicism, 103, 107
Cyrenaicism, 92, 94–96, 107

dancing, 416, 550
darkness, 133
dating, 760n4
Davidic covenant, 310
David’s mighty men, 196–97, 199, 338
Day of Atonement, 213, 569n20, 576
deacons, 641n27, 642n31, 645–46, 993
death

allowing of, 741–43
and the fall, 690
as physical and spiritual, 691
postponement of, 274
and sin, 952
and the sixth commandment, 739–41
as ultimate limit, 86

death penalty, 215, 418, 545, 600n5, 
709–10, 726n2, 782n8

debt-relief apprenticeship, 663
Decalogue

broad and narrow meanings of, 
401–2

and case laws, 203–6, 222
and creation ordinances, 214
hermeneutics of, 392–97
in history of redemption, 274, 

388–92
law and gospel in, 188
and love commandment, 334–35
as negative, 344, 983
preface to, 403–6
summary of, 857–59
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Decalogue (continued)
as ten perspectives on ethical life, 

399–400
See also Ten Commandments

deception, 843, 848
decision making, 24–36, 160, 996
Declaration of Independence, 867
deconstruction, 89–90, 100
decretive will, 304n8, 314n18, 612
defilement, 780, 785
definitive sanctification, 926n10
defrauding, 807
deism, 64
delayed gratification, 92
democracy, 97, 957
demons, 429, 999
denominational divisions, 229–30, 

434–36, 684, 852
deontological ethic, 34, 52–53, 101–25, 

704, 1001
deontological principle, 50–51
deontology, 50, 55, 132, 190n22, 239, 

305, 595
depravity, 243, 887–88
depression, 745–46
desertion, 787–89
deserved privilege, 15
desires, 855–57
determinism, 78
deterrence, 701, 704, 709, 721–23
diaconal needs, 268
dialectic, 117–18, 120
dietary laws, 574, 974, 976
dignity, 653–54, 658, 806
dikaios, 15
disabilities, 265–67, 448, 506n20, 651, 

653, 674–75, 688–89, 744–45, 
798–99, 823

discernment, 356–60, 376
discipleship, 146
discrimination, 681–82, 685, 768
diseases, 999
Disney Corporation, 450
dispensationalism, 37, 480n15, 978–79, 

989

divination, 418
divine commands, 164, 177, 190, 228, 

272–73, 792, 1000
divine, definition of, 56
divine guidance, 360–61
divine ignorance, 472n5
divine simplicity, 318n3
divine sovereignty, 46–47, 279, 322–24, 

881, 917, 958
divorce, 501, 646n39, 713, 777–89, 824
DNA evidence, 709–10
Docetism, 462, 487, 488
doctrine, 4, 9, 353–54
dokimazein, 355–56
dominion, 256, 269–70, 309–11, 319, 

599, 603n7, 629, 633, 751–52, 
755, 797–98, 802, 951

donum superadditum, 302, 319n5
double restitution, 215–16, 222, 

666n11, 702, 706, 807
drama, language in, 513–15
drugs, 445, 706, 745–46, 748–50, 

798n7, 837
drunk driving, 621–22
dualism, 880
duty, 16–17, 112, 119–20

earnestness, 940
Eastern Orthodox Church, 288, 484, 

488
ecological responsibility, 269–70, 

750–51
economic determinism, 78
economic systems, 739, 834–36
ectopic pregnancy, 734
edification, 151, 470, 535, 905
education, 441–48, 598–99
effectual calling, 313n17
egalitarianism, 445, 593n13, 665, 679, 

909, 1005
Egypt, 216, 257
eighth commandment

and abortion, 223
honoring Christ in, 403
and respecting property, 804–15, 859

FRAME_Doctrine-Chr Life_Updated (2025).indd   1070FRAME_Doctrine-Chr Life_Updated (2025).indd   1070 8/5/26   2:32 PM8/5/26   2:32 PM



Index of Subjects    1071

and wealth and poverty, 577, 
816–38

and withholding, 400
and work, 203–4, 544n19

elderly relatives, 586
elders, 138, 641–43, 645, 669, 686, 829
election, 125, 188, 406n19
electric plants, 551–52
Elohim, 493n5, 494, 532
embezzling, 166, 357n7
embryos, 1004
emergencies, 226
emotions, 83, 320–21, 369, 372–84, 

940, 984–85
emotivism, 82–84, 122
empathy, 514, 659–60, 943
emphasis, 230
empiricism, 365
end justifies the means, 98, 122, 992
enemies, 192, 339–44, 505, 698–99, 

844, 847, 986–87
English Channel, 84, 110n10, 116n15
Enlightenment, 282, 894
entertainment, 549–50
enthronement, 531–33
enthusiasts, 158
entrepreneurs, 835
environment, 5, 576, 750–52, 943
envy, 615
Epicureanism, 52, 56, 93–96, 108
Episcopalians, 435, 687
epistemology, 5n3, 43–46, 59, 66, 70, 

75, 103, 105, 111, 118, 178n5, 
350, 609n16

equality, 18, 267, 587n9, 590, 597, 608, 
627, 908–9, 1005

equity, 18
Erastianism, 616
eschatology, 280–82, 290–91, 327, 392, 

532, 536, 543, 546, 549, 750–51
essence, 85, 87
estate tax, 812–13
eternal life, 198, 204
ethical, 12
ethical knowledge, 354–56

ethics
abandonment of, 125
based on fate, 57–63
bias of, 6–7
and biblical events, 943–44
definition of, 10–11
and divine lordship, 19–37
as law without gospel, 67–71
and the millennium, 280–82
and philosophy, 72–73
and religion, 55–57
as self-realization, 63–67
study of, 3–6
and theology, 5, 362
types of, 31

eudaimonia, 94
eunuchs, 973
euthanasia, 5, 724, 744–45, 1005
evangelical apologetics, 245
evangelicalism, 330, 377, 379, 416, 517, 

535n8, 647, 875, 889, 899–902, 
951, 1010–11

evangelism, 4, 188, 229, 292, 427, 
679–80, 752, 935

events, 271
evil

appearance of, 397
battle against, 254
choosing between, 233–34, 1005–6
consenting to, 983
hatred of, 344
money as root of, 817
problem of, 125, 612n25

evolution, 899, 901
exceptions, to the Westminster 

standards, 527
exclusive psalmody, 296
excommunication, 701, 761n5, 788–89, 

935, 953
exegesis, 220, 426, 575, 603, 612,  

765–66, 987, 994–95
exemplarism, 138, 293–94
exercise, 750
exile, 704
existence, 85, 87
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existential ethics, 52–53, 74, 76, 
79–80n9, 111, 317, 319, 947

existential perspective, 3, 34, 36, 88, 
193, 310, 317, 346, 371n7, 581–83, 
606n11, 756, 984–89

existential principle, 50–51
existential priorities, 227–30
existential revelation, 136n6, 137, 143, 

166, 351, 360, 364, 429
existentialism, 84–88
experience, 241, 365–67, 895
extrabiblical data, 164–66, 239–40

facts, 13, 60, 80, 96, 240, 1002n5
faculties, 362–63, 380
fairness, 18, 98, 123, 710
faith

as instrument, 186
and motives, 328–32
prayer in, 938–39
as virtue, 26–27

faithfulness, 346, 417
fall, 10, 244–45, 255–56, 269, 273, 

320–21, 524, 536, 598, 609, 629, 
689, 757, 887, 965

fallen society, 256–57
false gods, 416–17, 429, 458, 503
false prophets, 160, 418, 432, 707, 807, 

840, 857
false religions, 418, 432–38, 615, 619, 

813
false statements, 497n9
false teachers, 166, 829
false witness, 707, 839–41
false worship, 400–401, 428
falsehood, 497–98
family, 588, 597–99, 635–40, 769–70, 

824, 830, 933, 935
family worship, 480
fast days, 555n34
fatalism, 69–70, 108–9, 424
fate, 57–63, 814
favoritism, 833
fear, 581, 682–83
fear of the Lord, 346–49, 581–83

feasts, 217, 549, 555n34, 570, 575–78
feelings. See emotions
fellowship, 930, 932–37
feminism, 89, 262, 424–25, 445, 591, 

631n14, 635n20, 637, 642, 647, 
766n9, 995, 1013

fifth commandment
and civil disobedience, 622–26
and creation ordinances, 203
and equalities and racial issues, 

653–89
and family, 403, 597–99, 791
and honoring authorities, 17, 

199n33, 376n14, 400, 579–96, 
858, 983

Jesus on, 412
and men and women, 626–52, 755, 

790
and the state, 526, 539, 599–622

films, 428, 446, 884, 893, 903–12
final judgment, 341
financial accountability, 440, 809, 814
financial support, 585–87
financial wisdom, 827
finitude, 35, 148, 228, 265–68
First Amendment, 439n30, 450
first commandment

confessional exegesis of, 407–11
and consecration, 415
and contemporary issues, 268, 

423–51
and covenant loyalty, 21, 334–35, 

400, 452n1
and love, 192, 388n1, 411–13
and separation, 415–22
and worship, 402, 413–14, 458, 494, 

858
first table, of the law, 204n8, 412–13, 

579, 853
flood, 539–41, 886
folk culture, 892–93, 902
food laws, 210, 212, 214–15, 218, 574
foolishness, 111, 485, 509
forbearance, 345
foreign slaves, 660–61

FRAME_Doctrine-Chr Life_Updated (2025).indd   1072FRAME_Doctrine-Chr Life_Updated (2025).indd   1072 8/5/26   2:32 PM8/5/26   2:32 PM



Index of Subjects    1073

forgiveness, 345, 499, 701, 882, 939
form, 94, 103–6, 110
formal declaration, 715, 717
formalism, 978
Formula of Concord, 183–84, 189–91, 

526, 929n13
fornication, 227, 357, 375, 707, 759, 

771–73, 782
fortune-tellers, 427
fourth commandment

breaking of, 400
Jesus on, 403, 858
and the new covenant, 558–78
Sabbath keeping views of, 170n11, 

204, 516–30
theology of, 531–57

free will, 93, 370n6
freedom, 53, 48–49, 86–87, 663, 737–38, 

991–92, 1001–3
freedom of association, 679, 988
Freemasonry, 430–31
French Revolution, 897
fruit of the Spirit, 389
fruitfulness, 932
fulfillment, 277, 532, 596
Fuller Seminary, 899
fundamental law, 205
fundamentalism, 280, 748, 899, 903, 

956, 998
Furman v. Georgia, 709

gambling, 814–15
gang violence, 445
garden of Eden, 270n21, 454, 869, 896
gay exegesis, 765–66
gender, 628, 643, 651–52, 754–55
general equity, 213, 215–17
general obligations, 17–18
general office, 648
general revelation, 71n24, 136, 137n8, 

166, 240, 242–43, 245, 351, 429, 
620, 885

general sufficiency, 161–62
general-office teaching, 644

generosity, 806, 818, 826
genetic fallacy, 295, 803, 918
genetics, 5, 260–65, 797–99
genres, 177, 911, 918
Gentiles, 208, 656–58
gentleness, 851, 950–54
gifts, 228
giving, 933–34
gleaning, 826
Gnosticism, 63–66, 88, 93n2, 485n27, 

991–92
goals, 99–100, 325
God

authority of, 22–26, 30, 32, 50
as critic of culture, 886–88
as ethical norm, 133–35, 250
female language of, 632
friendship of, 349
glory of, 15, 28, 33, 92, 151–53, 236, 

303–4, 308–9, 314, 793, 866, 885, 
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goodness of, 105n4, 318, 549
images of, 456–58
immanence of, 43
incomprehensibility of, 296, 382
invisibility of, 458–62
jealousy of, 452n1, 463–65, 695n6, 

844n8
lordship of, 19–37, 174–75, 532
mercy of, 465
name of, 404–5, 491–503
as personal, 71
plurality in, 68
promises of, 329, 332, 345–46
sovereignty of, 46–47, 322, 426, 492, 

881, 936, 940–41
transcendence of, 42–43, 48

God-substitutes, 417
godliness, 347, 818
golden mean, 95
Golden Rule, 579n3
good, 14–15, 91–92, 104, 111–12, 

423n1
good and necessary consequence, 158
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benefit of, 312
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definition of, 188
of the kingdom, 278
transformation of, 968
and law, 67–71, 136n6, 178–80, 

182–92, 305n10, 542, 880n7, 
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gossip, 840–41, 850, 852
government

and common grace, 538–39
and cultural mandate, 259, 311
and drugs, 749
and education, 443–44, 448–51
non-Christian views of, 606–7
and poverty, 268, 832–33
and the sword, 604
women in, 651

grace
growing in, 923–41
imitation of, 337–39
means of, 929–41
vs. nature, 542, 609, 879–80
salvation by, 70–71

grammatical-historical exegesis, 394–95
grand narrative, 89
gratitude, 29, 276, 335–36, 402, 581, 

585, 927, 985–86
great commandment, 193, 412
Great Commission, 16, 211, 228, 285, 

308–13, 506, 620–21, 624n46, 
633, 657, 680, 682, 684, 872, 904, 
918–19, 960, 968

Greco-Roman slavery, 663–65
Greek philosophy, 72–73, 96, 375, 378
guidance, 360–61
guilt, 228, 276, 290, 980–81
Gulf War, 717–18
gynecology, 1010–11

Habitat for Humanity, 826
Halloween, 429
happiness, 15, 49–50, 52–53, 91–92, 

94–95, 98, 101, 119, 123–24, 372, 
609

harshness, 851
hate crime, 768
hatred, 672–73, 696
head covering, 221, 288, 630–31, 994
healing, 554, 560–61
health, 746–50
heart, 363, 409, 695, 853–54
hedonism, 52, 92, 97, 99
Hegelianism, 251
Heidelberg Catechism, 29, 181, 276, 

336, 402, 409–10, 485, 521–22, 
530, 856–57

Heilsgeschichte, 1003
hell, 125
Hellenism, 210
helper, 597–98, 630–31n9, 631, 643, 649
helpless, 734–36
heredity, 263
herem warfare, 711–13, 721
heresies, 67, 69–70, 432, 437, 487
hermeneutics, 168, 201, 218, 392, 646
hierarchy, 591–92, 752, 996
hierarchy of norms, 240
high culture, 892–93, 897, 901–2
highest goal, 15, 28
Hinduism, 55–56, 251, 425, 431, 831, 

868
historians, 891
historical change, 285
historical prologue, 405–6
history, 135–37, 241, 271, 441, 949
HIV-AIDS, 767, 769, 1006
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318, 404n15, 419–22, 474–75, 
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Holocaust, 376
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Holy Spirit
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illumination of, 137, 159, 289, 

360–61, 468

FRAME_Doctrine-Chr Life_Updated (2025).indd   1074FRAME_Doctrine-Chr Life_Updated (2025).indd   1074 8/5/26   2:32 PM8/5/26   2:32 PM



Index of Subjects    1075

indwelling of, 28–29
prayer in, 938
presence of, 30–31

holy war, 661, 712
holy way, 210
holy/common distinction, 542
home schools, 445
homelessness, 823, 837
homemakers, 230, 644, 649
homemaking, 635
homeschoolers, 447, 449–51, 901
homophobia, 672, 1006
homosexuality, 206, 221–22, 259–63, 
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1006

honesty, 363
honor, 580–87, 590
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