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PREFACE

This second half of the twentieth century is an age of depression-—not
financial depression, but spiritual depreasion, Ecclesiastically there is
widespread apostacy. The great bulk of religlous literature published
by, recommended by, or circulated in the major denominations undermines
or overtly attacks the truthfulness of God's Word, the Bible. This is
easily accomplished, for spot checks indicate that most church members
have very litthe Biblical knowledge to undermine and do mot much care
whether the Bible is true or not.

Outside the visible Church, and this comprises at least half of the
population of the United States, there is not only towering indifference
to divine truth, but there are also organized groups who try to eradicate
all ideas of God from our national life. They aim to use the government
to suppress Christianity.

On the other end of the spectrum are the small dencminations and
independent congregations which sdhere to the Bible as their standard.
They are not completely illiterate in Biblical matters as the others are;
but thelr Jevel of knowledge, most unfortumately, does mot equal that
of the immediate followers of Luther, Calvin, and Knox, nor of the
Puritans of the seventeenth century, Of course there are exceptions to
the general rule: some small groups concentrate earnestly on Bible study;
but by and large there is more dilute milk for babes than the strong meat
needed for Christlan vigor. This is an age of religious depression and
spiritual debility.

For a first step to remedy this situstion, apart from an Intensive
study of John's Gospel, there is nothing so profitable as & serles of
sermons or class discussions on Paul's epistle to the Romans, If any
minister wants to strengthen his people, be can hardly do better than
to give them a massive dose of Romans,

Someone objects that Romans is too profound, too difficult, and horrors!
too theological! But theology is precisely what the world needs, because
the world meeds God. The object studied by theology is God, just as
the object studied by botany is plant life. Now, a study of God will
understandably involve difficulties, But Romans was not o difficult
or too theological for the Holy Spirit to inspire Paul to send it to the
Christians in Rome, These Christians were often of the lower classes
of Roman sociely, Some were alaves; perhaps some could neither read
nor write; none had graduated from an American high school. But they
could and they did study the letter Paul had sent them. In view of
this, the modern American ought to discard his inferiority complex.



Yes, there are difficulties. Some passages, such as Romans 5:12.21,
are very difficult. But for all of that, Paul organized his material so
logically that any semi-intelligent high school graduate can easlly carry
the outline in his head. The twentieth century Christian therefore has
no excuse, for Romans is God's message to all of us

And it is just what this debilitated age needs. Each verse s a
concentrated vitamin pill designed to cure modernistic rickets,

The present book has been put together with great care by its authors,
No doubt there are mistakes in it; the suthors do not claim to be inspired
aposties; nonetheless, with conacientious attention to detail, both of form
and content, they have spared neither time nor typewriter in preducing
a manuscript suited to cur needs. It is not & bare cutline, such as mine
in The Biblical Expositor; nor is it the immortal 716 page commentary
of Charles Hodge. It is neither too Jong mor too short; but is just what
is needed for a series of sermons or for several months of leasons in
a Bible class,

There is one more point to be made about the difficulty of Jearning
the mesaage of Romans, A medieval story tells of a

strength to the man who lifts it, s0 that the hea
easier it is to carry it. God has imposed the burden of
He did not send it to & hierarchy of profeasionsl priests who atand
between us and himself, God addressed the Bible to the people. But
with the burden the Lord also sends the Spirit of Truth to lead us

all truth. As we read the inspired message, we can and we ough
soek illuminstion froms the Holy Ghoat, He was ita original suth
he is willing to help us through ita difficulties

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan his work in vain,
God is his own Interpreter,
And he will make it plain.

¥
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§
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PLAN OF THE STUDY

A. The Importance of Romans

No other portion of Holy Scripture so completely or systematically sets
forth the great doctrinal structure of the Christian faith as does Paul's
letter to the Romans. Luther, in his preface to the Roman letter, wrote:
“This Epistle is the chief book of the New Testament, the purest gospel.
It deserves not only to be known word for word by every Christian, but to
be the subject of his meditation day by day, the daily bread of his soul .. ..
The more time one spends in it, the more precious it becomes and the
better it appears.” He spoke of it as “a light and way into the whole
Scriptures, . . ." Calvin said of it “when any one understands this Epistle,
he has a passage opened to him to the understanding of the whole Scrip-
tures.” Coleridge pronounced Romans “the most profound work ever
written!” Meyer considered it “the greatest and richest of all the
apostolic works." Godet referred to it a5 “the cathedral of the Christian
faith” and observed that "“The Reformation was undoubtedly the work
of the Epistle to the Romans, as well as of that to the Galatians; and
the probability is that every great spiritual revival in the c¢hurch will be
connected as effect and cause with & deeper understanding of this book."

The letter has not oaly received such praise from the Reformers and
theologians of the past but Christian scholars of the present day hold
it in the same high regard. Gordon H. Clark recestly wrote of Romans
that it Is “the most profound of all the epistles, and perhaps the most
important book in the Bible . , . ." Hamilton, in his recent commentary
on Romans, calls it “the greatest book in the Bible.” James 1. Packer of
England states that “there is one book in the New Testament which links
up with almost everything that the Bible contains: that is the Epistle to
the Romans, . . . In Romans, Paul brings together and sets out in
systematic relation all the great themes of the Bible—ain, law, judgment,
falth, works, grace, justification, sanctification, election, the plan of salva-
tion, the work of Christ, the work of the Spirit, the Christian hope, the
nature and life of the Church, the place of Jew and Gentile in the purpose
of God, the philosophy of Church and of world history, the meaning and
message of the Old Testament, the duties of Christian citizenship, the
principles of personsl piety and ethics, From the vantage-peint given by
Romans, the whole landscape of the Bible is open to view, and the broad
relation of the parts to the whole becomes plain, The study of Romans is
the fittest starting-point for biblical interpretation and theology.'

‘James L. Packer, Fundamentaliom and the Weord of Cod, p. 104, Shoold the reader
extartain any douhbt zx to the absclute reliability and authority of the Bidtle as the
irapired, inerrant Word of God, we recommend that Packer's weork be given careful
study. Also in relaticn to the inspiratica and autbority of the Hely Seriptures see D.
Martyn Lloyd-Joses, Axthority; J. N. Geldenhuys, Sxpreme Authonity; Bernard
Ramm, The Pottern of Religions Axthority: B. B. Warfield, Fhe 'mapdration and Ax-
thority of the Mible; Nod B, MMMMW“IIQ,*.. The Infaltidle Werd;
Edward J. Young, Thy Werd Ia Truth; Carl F. H. Henry, ed, Revelation and the
Bidle; F. F. Broce, Are the New Testamen! Documents Reliable!f.



PLAN OF THE STUDY

Should the Spirit of God be pleased to reveal the contents of Romans
to the church of the presest gemeration, true revival would be upon us.
God would once again be exalted as the all wise, all mighty Sovereign of
heaven and earth—the Originator, Director, and End of all things, the
One who alone should be feared, loved, adored, worshipped, and served,
The saving work of Jesus Christ, God's eternal! Son, would once again be
proclaimed as the only hope of salvation for Jost humanity, Sinful men
would be taught to see themselves as they truly are——corrupt, depraved,
helpless, without strength or hope apart from the merey of God—mercy
which He sovereignly extends to the undeserving objects of His free
choice. If Romans were properly understood and faithfully taught by the
ministers of today, it would revolutionize modern Christendom, It would
bring the church back to sound Biblical theology and true spiritual serv.
ke. It would revive right thinking and resalt in right living.

B. The Purpose and Organization of the Moterial Contained in this Study

1. The Purpose of the Outline and the Notes

Because of the great importance of Romans, this material has been
prepared to ald and emcourage its study. This is not & verse by verse
commentary. It is an interpretive outline designed to show the structure
and argument and to give the meaning of Romans in a clear, non-technical
form, Several interpretive notes on important subjects have been inserted
in the Outline at the points where it was felt they would be of the most
value. They are set off from the main text of the Outline. The purpose
of these notes is threefold: (1) to define terms, (2) to summarize under
one heading subjects that recur in different parts of the letter, and (3)
to give concise statements and brief explanations of some of the leading
doctrines of Romans, They have been numbered for easy cross-reference.
For example, instead of saying “See second paragraph of note on Justifica-
thon,” we have sxid "See Note 1, B, p. 25" Where it was felt advisable,
charts have been Included for the purpose of illustration.

The study has been approached from a positive point of view, The
emphasis throughout has been to try to show what Paul actually taught,
not to state and refute what we consider to be unsound interprotations.
For further help on interpreting this epistle, see the annotated bibliog-
raphy, pp. 191,192,

2. Suggested Helps for Studying Romans

a. For those who are unable to read Greek (the lamguage in which
Romans was originally written) a translation of the letter will have to
be used for its study. Since all translations have their strengths, as well
a5 their weaknesses, we suggest that several be used. The texts of both
the Revised Stondard Version and Charles B, Willlams' translation (en-
titled TAe New Testament in the Language of the People, hereafter re-
ferred to a8 WT) are given side by side, throughout the Outline. Unless



THE MATERIAL CONTAINED IN THIS STUDY

otherwise indicated, all quotations within the Outline itself are from the
RSV, Our use of this version is not to be comstrued as a blanket endorse-
ment, for it has some defects; especially is this true in the Old Testament.
Where we felt that there was a serious insccuracy in transistion, in either
the RSV or WT, we pointed this out and guve what we considered to be
a more satisfactory rendering of the Greek, citing authorities for doing
50. We included these two translations of Rumans for we feit that bhasical-
ly esch of them gives an accurate rendering of the Greek text in clear,
idiomatic English, that will be easily grasped by the average reader.
Then too, we felt that the differences in the style and the choice of words
used by each of these versions to translste the same Greek word or phrase
would complement exch other and give the reader a better insight into
Paul's meaning. For a much more literal rendering of the Greek text
we suggest that the American Standard Version of 1901 be consulted.?
We particularly recommend that the Amplified New Testament be used.
The Berkeley Version and the New Englizh Bible should also prove help-
ful.

b, The letter iteelf should be read repeatediy? If you are a beginner
in Romans, much of the letter may appear unintelligible the first few times
you read it, but do not let this discourage you. Keep reading and studying
—the seemingly vague passages will scon begin to open up and yield
great rewards to the diligent student! It was for the purpose of en-
couraging extensive reading and studying of Romans itselfl that
two translations of the lotter were included aide by side throughout
the Outline. Make it a practice to read the passage being studied at
east twice in each translation before comsulting the analysis of that
passage presented in the Outline. In Bible study there can be no sub-
stitute for the Biblical text itself-it is the inspired Word of Ged—by His
grace endeavor to master it!

¢. Study the letter section by section in conmection with the Inter-
pretive Outline. When Paul wrote Romans he did not divide it into chap-
ters or verses, Our present division of chapters was made in the thirteenth

o —

*A very valsable tcol for the Bible stodent's lideary is TAe Cresn Refevence Hible,
ed., Hareld B, Monser, putlished by Baker Bock House, Grand Rapids. The text
used is the ASY of 1901; the work, which contalns 2,420 pages, gives many variant
readizgs and renderings of both the OT and NT texts with topleal analysis and cross
referencen. Ancthor useful work fer getting at the literal text for those unfamiliar
with Greek 1 The Interlincar Greek -Eaglioh New Testoment, by Rev. A, Narshall,
published by Sarsuel Bagster and Sens Limited, 4 New Bridge Street, London ECH
(1960),

*Individual copies of the Reviaed Standard Vermion of Romans may be obtained for
three cents per copy from the American Bible Seclety, 450 Park Avesue, New York
22, Now York. Williems' Trasslation of Romans may be purchased for fifteen cents

r eopy from Moody Press, 820 North LaSalle St, Chicage, lllineda. While stedying
:.-.u-uuhmwnmuum.mmmy«mmm
with you and read it whenever poasible.



PLAN OF THE STUDY

century and our present division of verses was made in 15651, These
divisions were made by uninspired men and are to be treated accordingly.
For a better understanding of the structure and argument of Romans we
recommend the Jetter be studied a section at a time as divided in the Inter-
pretive Outline—not a chapter at a time. The advantages of this method
will become evident s the study progresses, For example, study Section
I, “Paul’s Introdection to the Letter,” 1:1.15, unmtil it is feit that this
section i fairly well understood, then move on to Section 11, “The Theme,”
1:16,17. Follow the same procedure until all the letter is covered, When
the Jetter is completed then atart over, It will be surprising buw much
more will be gained the second and third times through!

d. Work systematically. Set aside some definite time each day to
be devoted to this study. Remember, there is no effortiess way to learn
anything. Therefore, the study should be approached with the intention
of putting forth real mental effort. The beginner should expect to spend
several months if he really intends to comprehend the material. But keep
in mind Luther's words about the importance of this letter: “It deserves
not only to be kmown word for word by every Christian, but to be the
subject of his meditation day by day, the daily bread of his soul . . . .
The more time ome spends in if, the more precious it becomes and the
better it appears.”

e, Approsch Romans with a prayerful attitude. Only the Spirit,
Who inspired this letter, can open our darkesed minds to see and receive
its message. Therefore, we should acknowledge our dependence on Him
and constantly seck His help.

3. Reason for Iscluding the Appendixes

The appendixes A, B, and C deal with subjects closely related to
Romans but which would have interrupted the comtinuity of the thought
if they had been included as notes in the Qutline itself., Appendix D has
been added to identify some of the leading doctrines of Romans with
that system of theology kmown as Calvinksm and to demonstrate that
these doctrines are not only taught in Romans but throughout the Bible,
It is sugpested that after you have gone through Romans the first time
that this appendix be given careful study.

C. Ar Introduction to Romens

1.  The Writer of the Letter

Paul, the author of Romans, stands out among men just as this
letter stands out among the other writings of the New Testament, His
faith and endurance, his deep piety and compassion, his penetrating mind
and unconquerable apirit are without equal. We have no record of anyone

4



A BRIEY SURVEY OF ROMANS

else 50 completely dedicated to the gospel of Christ; nor has any other
of the Lord's servants contributed so richly to our underatanding of the
Christian faith.

Paul, whose Hebrew name was Saul, was born in Tarsus of Cilicia.
He was brought up in the Hebrew tradition in the strict sect of the
Pharisees. Educated in Jerusalem by the notable rabbi Gamaliel, he
became & leader in his religion. This accounts for his zealous persecution
of the followers of Jesus of Nazareth, They believed Jesus had been
crucified and raised from the dead as God's Christ, but Paul believed Him
to be an imposter and under God's curse, It was when Paul was on his
way to Damascus to arrest Christians that the risen Lord appeared to him
in person and saved him. He was appointed by the Lord to be an apostle
to the Gentiles and spent the rest of his life preaching the goapel and
establishing churches throughout the Roman empire.

2.  Occasion and Purpose of the Letter

The letter was written from Corinth, probably in the year 57 or
58 A.D. For many years Paul had wanted to visit Rome and at last hoped
to be able to do 8o on his way to Spain. The letter was apparently written
to prepare the way for his anticipated visit.

The Roman church was made up of both Jews and Gentiles. It ia
quite evident that the saints in Rome were well grounded in the faith,
for Paul commended them for their soundness in both doctrine and
practice. The purpose of the letter, therefore, was preventive instead of
corrective, His design was to set forth in clear and logical form the
Christian system of doctrine and thus, to ward off any false teachings
that might later arise,

3. A Brief Survey of the Letter

The letter maturally divides into three major parts, Part One deals
with Justification by Faith and Its Consequences (chapters 1-8); Part
Two deals with The Temporary Rejection of the Jews and the Inclusion
of the Gentilea as God's People (chapters 9-11) ; and Part Three consists
of Practical Exhortations and Personal Matters Directed to the Saints
at Rome (chapters 12-16),

PART ONE
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

(chapters 1-8)

After introducing himself and stating the theme of the letter—the
good news that righteousness is obtained through faith--Paul proceeds
to establish the fact that all men are sinful and need rightecusness. He
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shows that Jews and Gentlles alike are under the power of sin and,
therefore, are unsble to keep the law; consequently, they stand condemned
before God and need some method of justification other than that based
on personal obedience.

Paul then shows how Jesus Christ has done for sinful man what
man could not do for himself; He worked outl a perfect rightecusness which
is given (credited or imputed) to the sinner the moment he believes,

On the basis of Christ's righteousness, which is received by faith,
the sinner is rendered acceptable to God and, therefore, is JUSTIFIED
(acquitted—pronounced to be in right standing with God). The apostie
then explains that being justified by faith, instead of causing ome to
live in sin, imevitably results in obedience to God. Only those who are
not under law but under grace can find the motive to truly love God and
to willingly serve Him. Next he turns his attention to the function of
the law, showing that it reveals and condemns sin, but, just as it cannot
justify the guilty, neither can it sanctify the believer. Sin remains in
Christians a3 long as they remain in this world. Paul closes the section
by showing that the believer, although plagued with sin and suffering
while in this life, is nevertheleas indwelt and aided by the Holy Spirit,
He has been predestined to glory and is etermally secure “in Christ”—
nothing in all creation can separate him from the love of God,

PART TWO

THE TEMPORARY REJECTION OF THE JEWS AND THE INCLUSION
OF THE GENTILES AS GOD'S PEOPLE

(chapters 9-11)

The second major part of the letter deals with & problem which was
quite perplexing in Paul's day—the unbelief of the nation lsrael and the
salvation of the Gentiles, The Jews were turning away from Jesus, but
the Gentiles were turning to Him in faith and acknowledging Him as the
Saviour—how could this be explained? If Jesus of Nazareth were the true
Christ—the Son of God--why was the Jewish nation, God's covenant
people, turning away from Him in unbelief? Paul solves the problem
of the rejection of the Jews and the calling of the Gentiles by appealing
to the principle of divine election, e, that God determines who will be
shown mercy and saved and who will be rejected and left in their
sins. Furthermore, the calling of the Gentlles and the rejection of the
greater part of the Jews had been predicted by the prophets of old.
After having established sovereign election as the eternal or ultimate rea-
son as to why particular individuals are shown mercy and called by God,
Paul then explaing that the immediaste cause of their being justified ia the
fact that they believe in Jesus Christ. Those who have faith In Christ
are saved and those who do not are lost regardless of their race. In
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closing this section the spostle makes it clear that Israel's rejection is
neither total (some Jews are being saved) nor final (God will at some
future time show mercy to Israel as a nation),

PART THREE

PRACTICAL EXHORTATIONS AND PERSONAL MATTERS DIRECTED
TO THE SAINTS AT ROME

(chapters 12.16)

Part three is primarily devoted to practical instructions for
believers. The apostle points out their duties to God and the Church, to
fellow believers and the world, and to civil authorities. He encourages
them to Jove one another and to live in light of the fact that their salva-
tion Is mearer than when they first believed. He then instructs them as
to how they are to view matters of indifference (matters not in themselves
sinful, but offensive to weak believers) by laying down several principles
concerning Christian lberty and its use.

Paul explains his own feelings and relstionship toward the saints
at Rome and sends persomal greetings to various individuals there. He
solemnly warns them to have mothing to do with false doctrine or those
who tesch it, after which he conveys the greetings of his companions,
The letter is concluded with a doxology in which the apostle gives praise
to the eternal, all-wise God who has made known the gospel of Jesus
Christ which is freely offered to all men—Jews and Gentiles slike,

4, A Condensed Outline of the Letter

Some of the truths taught in Romans will be missed unless the
structure of the letter is understood; for many of Paul's atatements
cannot be properly interpreted apart from an understanding of his overall
argument. One of the basic rules for interpreting Seriptures (and partie-
ularly Romans) is to study each passage in its context, The Condensed
Qutline which follows is designed to help the reader do this.

The wording of the Condensed Outline is basicslly the same as
that of the Interpretive Outline; the primary difference in the two is that
the Condensed Outline contains only the major headings (Roman numserals
L-XIII) and their A B C subpoints. The puarpose for including this shorter
outline is to make the basic structure of the letter more accessible for
study.

PART ONE
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH AND ITS CONSEQUENCES Chapters 1-8
L PAUL'S INTRODUCTION TO THE LETTER. 1:1-156

A. Paul identifies himself as an apostle set apart to preach the
gospel of Jesus Christ. 1:1.7

7



PLAN OF THE STUDY

B. He expresses his thankfulness to God for the saints st Rome

and acknowledges his obligation and his eagerness to preach
the gospel to all men. 1:815

THE THEME OF THE LETTER—THE GOSPEL, THE GOOD
NEWS THAT TELLS OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD,
WHICH HE FREELY GIVES "TO EVERY ONE WHO HAS
FAITH” (to Jews and Gentiles alike). 1:1617

Verses 16 and 17 contain the two Jeading doctrines of the Roman
letter:

A. Salvation by faith alone,
B. The free offer of salvation to all men without distinction.

ALL MEN ARE UNDER THE POWER OF SIN AND CONSE-
QUENTLY ARE WITHOUT ANY RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THEIR
OWN; THEREFORE, NO ONE WILL BE JUSTIFIED BY WORKS
OF THE LAW FOR NO ONE HAS KEPT IT. 1:18-3:20

A. The Gentiles are sinful and are without personal righteous-
ness. 1:18-32

B. The Jews are sinful and are without personal righteousness,
2:1—-3:8
C. Summary and Conclusion-~All are sinful and therefore

no human being will be justified in God's sight by works
of the law for no one has kept it. 3:9.20

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ESTABLISHED—SINNERS ARE
JUSTIFIED ON THE GROUND OF THE IMPUTED RIGHTEOUS-
NESS OF CHRIST, WHICH IS RECEIVED BY FAITH. 3:21—
5:21

A. The goapel method of justification by faith explained. 3:21.31

B. The case of Abraham cited as an illustration and proof of the
gospel method of justification by faith apart from works, 4:1-
26

C. Some of the blessings resulting from justification by faith.
5:1-11

D. The goapel method of justification illustrated through a com.
parison of the saving work of Christ with the condemning work
of Adam. 5:12-21

PAUL SHOWS HOW UNFOUNDED IS THE OBJECTION THAT
BEING JUSTIFIED BY FAITH APART FROM PERSONAL
MERIT LEADS ONE TO LIVE A LIFE OF SIN. ON THE
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VL

VIL

CONTRARY, GRACE IS THE SUPREME MOTIVE FOR OBEDI-

ENCE AND INEVITABLY RESULTS IN HOLY LIVING! 6:1—

7:6

A, Those who are justified by faith cannot continue to live in sin,
because, through their identification with Christ, they are
dead to sin. 6:1-11

B. Because those who are justified by faith are not under law
(Le, saved by keeping its commandments) but under grace
(e, saved by the free mercy of God), they are, therefore,
called upon to yield themselves to God as His obedient slaves,
6:12-7:6

THE FUNCTION OF THE LAW, BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER
JUSTIFICATION, IS TO REVEAL AND CONDEMN SIN; BUT
IT DOES NOT AND CANNOT PRODUCE HOLINESS. 7:725

A. Before Paul was converted (saved) the law made sin known
to him and thus caused him to reslize that he was spiritoally
dead, 7:7-13

B. After Paul was converted (saved) he delighted in the law of
God in his inmost self and served it with his mind but found
that sin still dwelt within him and caused him to do the very
evil which, as a believer, he had come to hate. 7:14.25

THE JUSTIFIED, THOUGH PLAGUED WITH SIN AND AF-
FLICTIONS WHILE IN THIS WORLD, ARE NEVERTHELESS
SECURE “IN CHRIST"; TO ALL WHO ARE INDWELT BY THE
HOLY SPIRIT, SALVATION IS CERTAIN, FOR THE SPIRITS
WORK IN THEM IS PROOF OF THEIR HAVING BEEN PRE-
DESTINED TO ETERNAL GLORY--NOTHING CAN SEPARATE
THEM FROM GOD'S LOVE. 8:1.39

A. Through their idemtification with Christ, believers (though
sinful in themselves) have been freed from the law and there-
fore cannot be condemmed. Hence their salvation is certsin,
B:14

B. Believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit who has regenerated
them, who is sanctifying them, and who in the last day will
resurrect them, 8:5-11

C. Bellovers (through adoption) are, in their present state, the
children of God and, therefore, fellow heirs with Christ, 8:12-
17

D. Believers, though they must suffer various afflictions while
in this life, are sustained through them all by the encourage-
ment and help that comses from God, 8:18-28

9



PLAN OF THE STUDY

E. Believers are assured of final salvation, for they have been
predestined to etermal glory. 8:29, 30

F. God is for believers, therefore, they are safe; He gave His own
son to die for them and thereby to secure thelr justification and
salvation, 8:31-34

G, God's love for His people is infinite and unchangeable, and
nothing in all creation can separate bellevers from it. §:35-39

PART TWO

THE REJECTION OF THE JEWS AND THE INCLUSION OF THE

GENTILES AS GOD'S PEOPLE Chapters 9-11

VIII. THE ULTIMATE OR ETERNAL REASON FOR THE REJECTION

IX.

OF THE GREATER PART OF ISRAEL AND THE CALLING OF
THE GENTILES TO SALVATION IS GOD'S SOVEREIGN ELEC-
TION, 9:1.29

A. Before entering into the discussion of the rejection of the Jews,
Paul expresses his deep comcern and love for them and his
respect for thelr natiomal privileges, 9:1.5

B. He next establishes the abaolute right of God to do with His
fallen, sinful creatures as He pleases and shows that God has
selected from among the Jews and from among the Gentiles
particular individuals 1o save while rejecting the rest, 9:6.24

C. The apostle then appeals to the Jewish Scriptures and shows
that the salvation of the Gentiles and the rejection of the
greater part of Israel had been predicted by the prophets
9:25.29

THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF ISRAEL'S REJECTION AND OF

THE GENTILES' SALVATION WAS THE DIFFERENT MANNER

IN WHICH THEY WERE RESPONDING TO THE GOSPEL (the

good news that righteousness is obtained through faith in Jesus

Christ), 9:30-—-10:21

A. The Gentiles were receiving God's free gift of righteousness
by faith and were being justified, whereas, the Jews (ignorant
of God's gift of righteousness) were trying to work out a
righteousness of their own and were perishing. 9:30-—10:4

B. The legal and gospel methods of justification are contrasted
for the purpose of showing that the legal method is beyond
the reach of sinful men, but that the gospel method is simple
and exsy and adapted to all men without distinction, 10:5.13

C. The gospel of Christ is not only adapted to all men but must be
sent (presched) to all men If any are o be saved! 10:14-17

10



A CONDENSED OUTLINE OF ROMANS

D. The O3 Testament prophets foretold of the universal spread of
the gospel and of the incluslon of Gentiles as God's people as
well as of the rejection of the gospel by Israel. 10:18.21

THE REJECTION OF THE JEWS, A8 TO NUMBER, IS NOT
TOTAL; AS TO TIME, IS NOT FINAL. 11:1.36

A. The rejection of the Jews as to number is not total. 11:1-10
B. The rejection of the Jews as to time is not final, 11:11.32

C. Paul sscribes adoring pralse to the allwise and almighty
Sovercign (whose resources, wisdom, decisions, and methods
are beyond man’s comprehension) who Himself is the Origina.
tor, Director, and End of all things! 11:33.36

PART THREE

PRACTICAL EXHORTATIONS AND PERSONAL MATTERS DIRECTED

X1

XIL

XIIL.

TO THE SAINTS AT ROME Chaplers 12-16
PRACTICAL EXHORTATIONS. 12:1—-15:13
A. Duties to God and to the Church. 12:1-8
B. Duties to fellow believers and to the world, 12:9.21
C. Duties to civil authorities. 13:1.7

D, The duty to Jave one another; “love is the fulfilling of the law.”
13:8.10

E. All these duties should be viewed in light of the fact that salva-
tion is nearer than when we first believed. 138:11.14

F. Instructions concerning Christian lberty. 14:1—15:13

PERSONAL MATTERS. 15:14--16:23

A. Paul explains his own feelings and relationship toward the
saints at Rome. 15:14.33

B. He sends personal greetings to various individuals at Rome
16:1.16

C. The spostle warns the saints to have nothing to do with those
who cause dissensions and difficulties by opposing sound
doctrine—such persons are false teachors; they are not true
servants of Christ! 16:17.20

D, He conveys the greetings of his companions to the Roman
saints. 16:21.23

THE CONCLUDING DOXOLOGY. 16:25.27

Paul gives praise to the eternal, all-wise God who, through the
prophetic Scriptures, has made known the gospel of Jesus Christ
—the good news of aslvation by faith freely offered to all men,
Gentides as well as Jews,
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The Basic Structure of Romans

The letter consists of three major parts:

1.

2.

Chapters 1.8 set forth the dectrine of JUSTIFICATION
BY FAITH AND ITS CONSEQUENCES.

Chapters 9.11 deal with the problem of the REJECTION
OF THE JEWS and the INCLUSION OF THE GENTILES
as God's people,

Chapters 12-16 consist of PRACTICAL EXHORTATIONS
and PERSONAL MATTERS directed to the saints at Rome.

12



PART ONE
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH AND ITS CONSEQUENCES Chs. 1.8

L. PAUL'S INTRODUCTION TO THE LETTER. 1:1-15

A. Paul (s special measenger of God) sddresses himself to God's
beloved in Rome. He had been “set apart” by God for the purpose of
making known the gospel. Paul's message centered in Jesus Christ, who
according to the flesh was descended from David but by His resurrection
from the desd was proven to be the Son of God. (See 1 Cor. 15:3, 4.) 1:1.7

REVISED STANDARD VERSION WILLIAMS® T'R?A)IBLATION
1:1-7 1:1.

Paul, » servaat® of Jesus Chriat, called Pagl, a slave of Jesss Christ, called as
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* treplied.
*Lit, according fe the [flesh.
* Grk., accerding te the apiril of Malic

B. Paul expresses his thankfulness to God for them and reveals his

1:518 RSV 1:8-18

wT
‘First, [ thank my God throusgh *First, through Jesus Christ | thank my
Jeaus Christ for all of you, becasse God for you all, becacse the report of your
your falth is preclaimed in all the woeld.  faith is speeading all over he world,
‘For God ia my withesa, whom [ serve tve
with my apirit in the pospel of hia Son, In wpirit by telliag* the good newn



1:0617 INTERPRETIVE OUTLINE OF ROMANS

that withoul ceasing [ mention yeu always adowt His Sen, that [ never fail 10 men-

to see you.! “For | am Jonging to see you,
gift 10 streagthen youo, "that is, that we to impart to you some spiritual gift, that
may be mutoally escograged by each
other's falth, toth yours and mine
want yos te keow, brethren, that |
often iztended to come to you (but
far have Beenn prevented), in order

I may reap some harvest among yos sy often planned to come to see you (though
well as among the rest of the Gentiles, until now 1 have been prevented), in
“I am under obigation both to Greeks and order that | may gather some froit'
10 darbarians, both to the wise and W0 among you too, as [ have among the rest
the foolish: "s0 [ am eager to proach the of the heathen "To Greeks and to all the
goupel o you alse whe are in Rome, other nations,” 10 cultured and te unceol

LI, prespered to come To pou.
* Meaning spiritonl resuits of Ais fabors.
VAL, the Bardarians.

II. THE THEME OF THE LETTER: THE GOSPEL, THE GOOD
NEWS THAT TELLS OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD, WHICH HE
FREELY GIVES “TO EVERY ONE WHO HAS FAITH™ (to Jews and
Gentiles alike). Paul was not ashamed of this message, for as he explaing,
it is the instrument God uses in saving sinners. (See Gal. 1:6-9.) 1:16,17

111617 RSV

"For | am not asdhamed of the gospel;
t is the power of God for salvatien te
oe who has faith, to the Jew first
te the Greek, "For in it the right-
comsnoss of God Is revealed thropgh faith
for faith; sa M is written, “He whe
through faith s righteous skall live™

*Or The righteons akall live by fuith

111617 WT

"Foe I am not sabamed of the pood
zows, for it is Ged's power for the salva-
tiom of everyone whe trusts, of the Jew
first and then of the Greek. “For in the
good news™ CGod's Way of mas’s right
standieg with Him* is uncovered, the
Way of falth that leads to greater
faith," jeat an the Scriptere says, “The
wpright man mest live by faith™

*Pro. in Gric

*Grk, Gof's righteonsness, techaical
phrase in Paul for ripht sfanding wifh
God, er God's way for man s de n
right stendicg with Him.

* L, frem faith to faith.

" Hab 2:4

The two leading doctrines of Romans are stated in 1:16,17, It is as if

these two verses were the “text™ (the theme) and the remainder of
the letter, the "sermon™ (the explanation and proof of the theme). These
two leading doctrines are:
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