


Fear

PRIOLO_Fear_2018 printing_updated design.indd   1 5/7/18   12:40 PM



RESOURCES FOR BIBLICAL LIVING

Bitterness: The Root That Pollutes
Compassion: Seeing with Jesus’ Eyes

Deception: Letting Go of Lying
Discontentment: Why Am I So Unhappy?

Divorce: Before You Say “I Don’t”
Faithfulness: No More Excuses

Fear: Breaking Its Grip
Grief: Learning to Live with Loss
In-Laws: Married with Parents
Judgments: Rash or Righteous

Manipulation: Knowing How to Respond
Motherhood: Hope for Discouraged Moms

Problems: Solving Them God’s Way
Self-Image: How to Overcome Inferiority Judgments

Selfishness: From Loving Yourself to Loving Your Neighbor
Temptation: Applying Radical Amputation to Life’s Sinful 

Patterns

Lou Priolo, series editor

PRIOLO_Fear_2018 printing_updated design.indd   2 5/7/18   12:40 PM



Fear

Lou Priolo

R

BREAKING ITS GRIP

PRIOLO_Fear_2018 printing_updated design.indd   3 5/7/18   12:40 PM



© 2009 by Lou Priolo

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, 
mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise—except for brief quota-
tions for the purpose of review or comment, without the prior permission 
of the publisher, P&R Publishing Company, P.O. Box 817, Phillipsburg, 
New Jersey 08865–0817.

The author wishes to thank both Wayne Mack and Jay Adams, and to 
acknowledge the influence they have both had on his understanding of 
fear and its solutions from a biblical perspective.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the NEW 
AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE®. Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 
1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by 
permission.

Italics within Scripture quotations indicate emphasis added.

Printed in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Priolo, Lou.
  Fear : breaking its grip / Lou Priolo.
       p. cm. —  (Resources for biblical living)
  Includes bibliographical references.
  ISBN 978-1-59638-121-6 (pbk.)
 1.  Fear—Religious aspects—Christianity. 2.  Fear—Biblical teaching.  
I. Title.
  BV4908.5.P77 2009
  248.4—dc22
                                                            2009006257

PRIOLO_Fear_2018 printing_updated design.indd   4 5/7/18   12:40 PM



5

HAVE YOU EVER been afraid? I mean really afraid. Not 
just a little scared but terrified. Have you ever been so filled 
with fright that you were absolutely paralyzed? Or, have you 
been so thoroughly possessed by fear that your body and soul 
seemed powerless to do anything against it?

The fear monster has gripped you by the throat, lifted 
you off  your feet, and pinned you against the wall. There you 
are, dangling in the air, caught in his stranglehold, unable 
to breathe, unable to move, unable even to cry for help. As 
he squeezes your throat tighter and tighter, all you can do is 
look down at that stark, grotesque face of this monster called 
fear whom you dread more than almost anything else!

Perhaps you know exactly what I’m talking about. Or, 
maybe you have had milder encounters with the fear monster. 
You’ve seen him from afar and you respect him, although 
you’ve never been as utterly disabled by his paralyzing grip 
as I’ve just described. If you are reading this booklet, my 
guess is that you or someone you love has caught more than 
just a glimpse of him.

If so, I have good news for you: fear doesn’t really possess 
you outwardly like the paralyzing grip of a monster. It is an 
emotion that you ultimately can learn to control (and you are 
responsible before God for doing just that). The fear monster 
was born, resides, and must be slain—in your heart. I would like 
to show you from the Word of God what you can do to slay 
this bogus bogeyman so as to keep him from terrorizing you.

Let’s begin by briefly examining the place fear should 
have in your life. Fear, like every other emotion (anger, hate, 
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and jealousy, to name a few), can be both constructive and 
destructive. It has power for good as well as for evil. 

“But how can fear be constructive?” you wonder. Well, 
first, fear can keep you from physical danger (such as falling 
off buildings or going to jail or getting HIV/AIDS). Second, 
it can keep you from spiritual danger (such as falling into 
displeasure with God, exposing yourself to temptation, being 
brought into bondage by a life of dominating sin, being dis-
fellowshiped by your local church, or being disqualified from 
ministry). Solomon said, “By the fear of the Lord one keeps 
away from evil” (Prov. 16:6). 

If you are a fearful person, you undoubtedly have some 
idea of how destructive fear can be. It is essential, however, 
that you understand that above and beyond the misery that 
sinful fear produces, it is truly offensive to God. 

So, at what point does fear become sinful? This is the 
question I would like us to consider next. 

Characteristics of Sinful Fear

Fear is sinful when it proceeds out of unbelief, or distrust, in God.

When you are afraid because you do not believe that God 
can or will do what he has clearly promised in his Word, your 
fear is sinful.

And in the fourth watch of the night [Jesus] came to them, 
walking on the sea. When the disciples saw Him walking 
on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” And 
they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter said 
to Him “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on 
the water.” And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the 
boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But 
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seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, 
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched 
out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, “You of 
little faith, why did you doubt?” (Matt. 14:25–31) 

Peter was afraid because he doubted. He distrusted God 
because his faith was small. Which promises of God do you 
sometimes not believe?

   __________________________________________________

   __________________________________________________

   __________________________________________________

Fear is sinful when that which produced the fear is attributed 

more power than what the Bible allows. 

When you believe that what you fear has more power 
than God, your fear is sinful.

“I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill 
the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 
But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who after 
He has killed has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, 
fear Him!” (Luke 12:4–5)

Make a short list of the things that you fear. Think in terms 
of the following categories: your feelings, your enemies, 
your environment, your circumstances, your future, your 
finances, or the loss of your most cherished possessions.

   ________________________  ________________________

   ________________________  ________________________

   ________________________  ________________________

   ________________________  ________________________
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