
The Genesis Flood by Morris and Whitcomb is one of the most 
important books of the past century. Prior to its publication in 
1961, evangelicals were for the most part unprepared to answer 
evolutionists’ and modern geologists’ claims about the antiquity 
of the earth. Many blithely assumed that the days of creation in 
Genesis 1 represented long ages; others held to the “gap theory”—
the idea that vast eons elapsed between the initial creation of the 
heavens and earth (Genesis 1:1) and the formation of life as we 
know it (starting in Genesis 1:2). The Genesis Flood showed why 
such theories don’t do justice to the inspiration and authority of 
Scripture. The book revived evangelicals’ interest in flood geol-
ogy, demonstrating that most of the geological phenomena usu-
ally cited as “proof” of the earth’s antiquity are better explained 
as evidence of a catastrophic universal flood, as described in 
Genesis 6–8. In recent years young-earth creationism has come 
under heavy attack in evangelical circles again, and The Genesis 
Flood is as timely, thought-provoking, and helpful as ever. . . . 
A tour de force and a must-read resource for pastors, teachers, 
scientists, and anyone who is troubled by the conflict between 
the biblical account of creation and the ever-changing claims of 
modern evolutionary theory.

—John MacArthur, Grace Community Church,  
Sun Valley, California

I have been privileged to have witnessed the rising biblical creation 
movement for the past forty years and have seen it used mightily by 
God to blossom into a major international force. The movement not 
only has shaken the evolutionary, “millions of years” establishment, 
but more importantly has equipped the church to share our Christian 
faith with renewed boldness. The publishing of The Genesis Flood 
fifty years ago is the recognized birthdate of a movement blessed 
by God, and this classic work is also now recognized as a monu-
mental milestone in the fight against compromise in the church and 
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for biblical inerrancy in general during our skeptical modern era. 
Finding a copy of The Genesis Flood in an Australian bookstore 
and devouring its contents was a key event that led me to join the 
modern biblical creation movement in the 1970s. Drs. Whitcomb 
and Morris became real “heroes of the faith” for me. I saw them as 
giants in Christian apologetics.

—Ken Ham, BSc (Environmental Biology), President,  
Answers in Genesis and The Creation Museum

When The Genesis Flood was published it was the combined voice 
of two courageous men crying, as it were, in the wilderness. They 
dared to take a stand against the pervading compromise on the 
issue of creation and the flood by robustly tackling head-on the 
uniformitarian geological assumptions that underpin the secular 
worldview on origins that had mesmerized so many Christians 
into compromising the opening chapters of God’s Word. Single-
handedly these men with this book kindled a fire that today is still 
raging. Little did they know the global impact this book would 
have. Like so many others I know, I read this book as a young 
Christian in my teenage years when I was already a budding 
geologist, and it totally resolved my ongoing struggle to reconcile 
the geology I was learning in the secular textbooks with the true 
account of earth’s history in God’s Word. Not only did this book 
convince me that God’s Word provides the only reliable basis for 
understanding geology, but it was foundational in igniting my 
passion for and calling into full-time creation ministry to uphold 
the truth of God’s Word and defend it from compromise, begin-
ning at the very first verse. This book remains a classic work 
that is a must-read for those who would be informed and equip 
themselves both to stand on the authority of God’s Word in every 
area of life and knowledge and to defend their Christian faith.

—Andrew Snelling, BSc (Applied Geology),  
PhD (Geochemical Geology)
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FroM tHe FirSt edition
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xv

Foreword

In Memorium

The fiftieth anniversary of the publication of The Genesis Flood, coau-
thored by Dr. John Whitcomb and our father, Dr. Henry Morris, brings back 
poignant memories. A concerted effort went into this extraordinary project, 
involving both focused study and diligent prayer. Looking back, it is easy 
to see how God blessed that effort and answered those prayers with lasting 
fruit. Today nearly every mailbag and every public meeting brings unso-
licited testimonies from individuals who have read the book. Many say the 
information within removed roadblocks in their path to salvation or paved 
the way to spiritual growth. God used this rather technical book on science 
and theology in numerous ways, not just to catalyze the creation movement, 
but also to launch a new era of concern for biblical inerrancy and authority.

Christian scholarship had largely retreated from the biblical creation 
message during the twentieth century. First came the theological liberals 
who adapted the scientific establishment’s capitulation to natural selection 
and naturalistic evolution by embracing the idea that God used evolution to 
create. Then came various attempts to allegorize the words of Genesis with 
“day-age” systems that lumped the stages of evolutionary development into 
sequential ages that God (it was assumed) adapted in His written account 
to fit the cultural and scientific “ignorance” of Moses’ day.

Darwin was not the first to embrace evolution by any stretch of the 
imagination. He was preceded by Jean-Baptiste Lamarck and Charles Lyell and 
by the growing popularity of “naturalism” among the social elite of Europe. 
Prior to those relatively recent thinkers, there were literally millennia of pan-
theistic and polytheistic philosophers and religionists espousing mythology of 
every stripe and description. Atheistic evolution in one form or another has been 
recorded in history from ancient Babylonian days. It is nothing new. It merely 
became “scientific” during the “enlightenment” of the Industrial Revolution.
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Strangely enough, it was the scientists of those days who most vehemently 
opposed naturalistic thinking. Johannes Kepler and Francis Bacon in the 
1600s and Isaac Newton and Carolus Linnaeus in the 1700s all vigorously 
resisted the growing tendency to write God out of the design, order, and 
purpose that were evident in creation.

By the time of the Scopes trial in 1925, Christian scholarship had either 
embraced some form of theistic or day-age evolution, or had consigned 
the ages of evolution to a “gap” between the first two verses of Genesis 1. 
Creation was relegated to a “secondary doctrine”—not even included in the 
famous “Five Fundamentals of the Faith.” Science had become the purview 
of evolutionists, and Christianity essentially retreated from the scientific 
arena and capitulated to the intellectual pressure of academic secularism.

There were few creation resources available when our father first began 
examining the question of evolution versus the biblical account of origins, 
and he purposed in his heart to fill that need. Rightly discerning that the 
great Flood of Noah’s day was the cause of the rock and fossil records and 
thus the key to refuting evolution, he enrolled in the PhD program at the 
University of Minnesota, taking hydraulics, hydrology, and geology. Here 
he researched the power of moving water, applying scientific knowledge 
to the Flood and understanding how it impacted every area of the globe.

The early books of Henry Morris began chipping away at the strongholds 
of evolution with the publication of That You Might Believe in 1946 and 
The Bible and Modern Science in 1951, initially raising a storm of nega-
tive reaction from the “intellectuals” in the American Scientific Affiliation 
(ASA)—especially after a release of adapted articles in InterVarsity’s His 
magazine. Bernard Ramm published his negative critique of recent creation 
in his 1954 release A Christian View of Science and Scripture, effectively 
winning over “all” scientifically minded evangelicals. Very few technically 
educated Christians seemed to be willing to accept the Bible at face value.

Dr. Whitcomb grew up in a military family, trained to follow his forebears 
into military leadership. He accepted Christ as his Savior while a student 
at Princeton University through the witness of a faithful Christian. Soon it 
became clear to him that the creation doctrine of Scripture was incompat-
ible with evolution and great ages, which he had assumed must be true, and 
he found solace in the gap theory. Later, at Grace Theological Seminary, 
he heard Henry Morris demonstrate that Scripture would not allow such 
compromise, and furthermore that science did not require it. At the time, 
both were writing on the subject, and soon they agreed to join their efforts.
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During the decade of the 1950s, Drs. Morris and Whitcomb fine-tuned 
their thoughts into what would become the 1961 release of The Genesis 
Flood. That book, in the sovereign plan of God, became the catalyst that 
opened the gates to the pent-up flood of Christian professionals who, like 
God’s loyal “seven thousand” in the days of Elijah (1 Kings 19:18), had not 
yet bowed their knee to the Baal of evolutionary compromise. Never before 
exposed to the scientific support for Scripture, they readily accepted it when 
they saw it. And thus a revival among scientifically-trained Christians began.

No other book had ever presented such a case for biblical accuracy and 
authority. These two men had been specially trained for the task. Not only 
were they both brilliant, but more humble, serious Christians would be hard to 
find, each absolutely committed to the Lord and His Word. They approached 
the writing from their different specialties, but jointly from a high view of 
Scripture. Whitcomb is an Old Testament theologian, while our father was 
a scientist. The writing of such a world-changing book necessitated both.

Neither one’s career was the same once The Genesis Flood came out, for 
speaking engagements poured in. Bible colleges and seminaries recognized 
its value and employed it as a textbook, and its effects rippled out. Many have 
noted that the Christian education movement would never have taken hold 
without the book, for now the whole Bible could be believed without apology. 
Certainly this is true for the homeschool movement, which flourished with 
its underpinnings. The case could also be made that the biblical inerrancy 
movement would never have gained traction without it, for until that time few 
held to an inerrant Genesis. It is also true that most of the signers of inerrancy 
documents did not and still do not hold to a literal and inerrant view of Genesis, 
yet rank and file Christians could not support inerrancy until Genesis could be 
defended. This undergirding was supplied by The Genesis Flood.

The Creation Research Society (formed in 1963) was established for 
Christian professionals, with at least an MS degree in one of the sciences, 
who openly espouse a recent creation of all things in six twenty-four-hour 
days. This society, which publishes the CRS Quarterly—a technical journal 
for peer-reviewed scientific studies in creation science—grew rapidly, and 
now has a worldwide membership that includes thousands of professionals.

Christian Heritage College (now San Diego Christian College) 
was formed in 1970 around the unifying doctrines of biblical inerrancy  
and scientific creationism. Dr. Tim LaHaye served as its first president and 
Dr. Henry Morris as its academic vice president. Dr. Morris had agreed to 
leave his tenured position as Chairman of the Civil Engineering Department 
at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech, as it 
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is now known) to help found this fledging school and give birth to what is 
now the Institute for Creation Research (ICR).

ICR’s early years focused mainly on the geologic studies commenced in 
The Genesis Flood, but the ministry has since branched out into numerous 
areas of the life and physical sciences. Evolutionary thinking has shifted in 
response to many creation challenges, such as catastrophism in geology, 
gaps in the fossil record, design in living things, and so on. Hundreds of 
students, pastors, and Bible teachers trained by ICR have taught creation 
in many venues. Today there are many thousands of creation scientists, 
hundreds of creation organizations, and millions of creation believers, a 
movement all catalyzed by the publication of The Genesis Flood.

It is no stretch to say that over a million people each year read or hear 
accurate, scientific, and solidly biblical information about a young earth 
and a global flood from the various publications and media ministries of the 
many creation organizations birthed by the influence of The Genesis Flood.

Dr. Morris went on to write some sixty books during his thirty-six-
year ministry with ICR, many of which are still in print. Dr. Whitcomb, 
from his seminary platform, authored several others. The Genesis Flood 
now celebrates its fiftieth year in continuous publication! Hundreds of 
Days of Praise devotional articles written by Dr. Morris over the decades 
are still being read by nearly 500,000 readers each day.

Those of us who knew and worked with Henry Morris found him to 
be a mild and gracious man who was frequently amazed by the influence 
of his writings. His heart was bound to the Word of God. His mind was 
yielded to God’s truth—wherever it was revealed—and his life continues 
to wash over the souls of millions worldwide who have been influenced 
by his dedication to the authority and accuracy of the Scriptures.

Things are not yet what they should be, but by God’s grace will never 
again be as they were, with evolutionary thinking holding a monopoly on 
science, education, and theology. The Genesis Flood—and the lasting influ-
ence of John Whitcomb and Henry Morris—continues to play a seminal 
role in a return to biblical truth.

We who have inherited this legacy are driven by the same passions. 
May God add His own blessings to the ministry of truth.

Dr. Henry M. Morris III
Dr. John D. Morris

Dallas, Texas
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John and Norma Whitcomb, Indianapolis, Indiana, April, 2011.
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xxiii

Preface to the Fiftieth Anniversary Edition

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to 
give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that 

is in you, with meekness and fear.” 
1 Peter 3:15

In the course of some sixty years of ministry, I have found that God 
sometimes brings across our paths remarkable individuals whose witness 
impacts us so profoundly that our lives are never the same. Donald Ful-
lerton was one such individual. A 1913 graduate of Princeton University 
and a former missionary to India and Afghanistan, Dr. Fullerton established 
the Princeton Evangelical Fellowship in 1931 and led this Bible-teaching 
ministry on the university campus for fifty years! Soon after I arrived as 
a student in the summer of 1942, one of his disciples invited me to attend 
his Sunday afternoon class at the student center. I was deeply impressed 
with his gracious manner and his mastery of the Bible. Finally, in February 
1943, in my dorm room, he led me to personal faith in Christ the Savior 
of the world. My life was changed radically and permanently because of 
his undying commitment to win others to Christ.

I look back at those years in Princeton and marvel at how God began 
to mold and shape me as a new believer in ways that would eventually 
prepare me for a lifetime of ministry, much of which would become known 
through the publication of this book. Even the hiatus of World War II—and 
surviving the Battle of the Bulge in Belgium—convinced me that God had 
something special in mind for me, good works that He had prepared from 
before the foundation of the world (Eph. 2:10).
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Preface to the Fiftieth Anniversary Editionxxiv

One early indication of God’s leading was an event on campus 
in May 1947 when the Princeton Evangelical Fellowship sponsored 
the film The God of Creation, produced by Moody Bible Institute. 
Discussion about science and origins was a great way to introduce 
bright young academics-in-the-making to the Creator. One unexpected 
guest who slipped into the back of the auditorium that evening was the 
elderly professor Albert Einstein, who graciously accepted a gospel 
tract from me.

While I could have chosen a career from a number of academic dis-
ciplines, Dr. Fullerton encouraged me to pursue a life of service to the 
Savior. This led me to Grace Theological Seminary, first as a student and 
then as a professor, where I taught Christian theology and Old Testament 
history for nearly forty years. It was at Grace that God introduced me to 
the other individual whose life and witness have unquestionably impacted 
my ministry to this very day.

THE BEGINNING OF A PARTNERSHIP

In September 1953, two years into my teaching career at the semi-
nary, I attended a presentation by Dr. Henry Morris at the meeting 
of the American Scientific Affiliation, held that year on our campus. 
Dr. Morris, a professor and an expert in the area of hydraulics, spoke 
on “Biblical Evidence for a Recent Creation and Universal Deluge”—
a controversial topic in a day when many Christian professionals in 
science had acquiesced to the idea of vast ages of earth history and 
the impossibility of a global flood as described in the Genesis record. 
Liberal theology, too, was sweeping through denominations, casting 
doubt on the inerrancy, accuracy, and authority of the Bible, and opening 
the door for Christians to accept popular naturalistic theories of earth 
history and mankind’s origins.

At the time, I held to the gap theory as many conservative theologians 
did, because it conveniently placed the “accepted” scientific theories of 
billions of years of evolutionary and geological development in between 
verses 1 and 2 of the first chapter of Genesis. It seemed an acceptable blend 
of science and theology. It allowed us to declare that God created plants, 
animals, and people in six literal days without our having to deal with the 
scientific evidence in much detail. In hindsight, however, the gap theory, 
along with other hybrid theories, was still just another compromise that 
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denigrated the character of Scripture and thus defamed the character of 
the Creator (as described in the last chapter of my book The Early Earth, 
BMH Books, 2010).

I had previously read Dr. Morris’s first book, That You Might Believe, 
published in 1946, but still had questions about the integration of science 
and the Bible. After his talk in 1953, I was so impacted by his novel 
approach to geology and Genesis that I had to write him a letter about 
his theories:

I feel that your conclusions are scripturally valid, and therefore must be sus-
tained by a fair examination of geological evidence in time to come. My only regret 
is that so few trained Christian men of science are willing to let God’s Word have 
the final say on these questions.

Here was a scholar in science who also remained thoroughly committed 
to the genuineness and authority of the Word of God. His love for the 
Bible and passion for good science motivated me to make a major shift 
early in my career. I informed him, “I have adopted your views . . . and am 
presenting them to my class as preferable alternatives to the Gap Theory 
and the Day-Age Theory.”

God was indeed at work to prepare both of us for a collaboration that 
would impact far more people around the world than we would have ever 
dared imagine. In his typical humble manner, Dr. Morris wrote back asking 
me to pray as he made plans to publish his theories:

I have been trying to write a book of my own for some time, setting forth a 
scientific and Scriptural exposition of the geologic data, harmonizing the latter 
with the basic facts of a recent, genuine Creation, and universal aqueous cata-
clysm. . . . I would appreciate your prayers about that.

Sensing the Lord’s leading in my own life toward what I felt to be a crucial 
issue for the church, I wrote Dr. Morris a few weeks later: “I am planning 
to write my doctoral dissertation on the subject of your paper, so would 
appreciate any further references you might have on hand.”

That 452-page dissertation, titled “The Genesis Flood: An Investi-
gation of Its Geographical Extent, Geologic Effects, and Chronological 
Setting,” became a reality four years later in May 1957. Several months 
after that, Dr. Morris and I began collaborating on the book you hold 
in your hands today.
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COLLABORATING WITH CONVICTION

For more than three years we pored over the manuscript, exchang-
ing over a hundred letters (long before email was invented), honing our 
writing, and verifying facts, references, and conclusions until we were 
mutually satisfied that we had set forth the best evidence and the most 
reasonable statements of our main premise. In the end, twenty-one sci-
entists, nine theologians, and two grammarians reviewed all or part of 
the final manuscript. And this monumental task was undertaken outside 
of our fulltime work.

In Dr. Morris’s own words,

Even though we worked on distinctively separate portions of the book—[John 
Whitcomb] wrote the first four chapters and two appendices, and I wrote the intro-
duction and the last three chapters—each of us continually reviewed the other’s 
contributions, and each made a number of contributions to each other’s sections 
so that the joint authorship format was genuine.

Henry and Louise Morris were raising six children while he continued 
teaching hydraulics and engineering, ending up as chairman of the Civil 
Engineering Department at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State Uni-
versity in Blacksburg, Virginia.

My wife, Edisene, and I had four children during this time and were 
both engaged in teaching and weekend ministry on the road. She taught 
part-time at Grace College while I taught full-time at the seminary. I praise 
the Lord upon every remembrance of her personal commitment and sac-
rifices to allow me the time to coauthor this book. She hosted the Henry 
Morris family and our publisher, Charles Craig, and his young son Bryce 
in July 1960. Ten years later she entered the presence of the Lord (due to 
a rare liver disease).

Our oldest son, David, born in 1955, still remembers seeing me in the 
basement of our home, night after night, surrounded by books and papers 
and corresponding with a scientist in Virginia, whom he only met when 
the entire Morris family visited us in 1960.

I also pay tribute to Norma, who became the second mother of my 
children in 1971. She has provided enormous help in my writings and 
ministries for forty years, and has even written a popular creation book 
for children, Those Mysterious Dinosaurs—now in eleven languages!
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Two years into our writing project, in 1959, evolutionists from around 
the world gathered at the University of Chicago to mark the one-hundredth 
anniversary of Darwin’s celebrated book On the Origin of Species. Evolution-
ary biologist Sir Julian Huxley—grandson of “Darwin’s Bulldog” Thomas 
Huxley—announced during this auspicious event that creationism was dead.

Little did he know that his premature obituary only strengthened our 
resolve to press ahead with the project.

We encountered resistance when we contacted the large Christian 
publishing houses. Many did not want to risk publishing something so 
profoundly controversial. Up to that time there had not been, in fact, an 
in-depth and scholarly treatment of these topics, one that also held to an 
uncompromising view of Scripture. However, Mr. Charles Craig, president 
of Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing, took on our project and provided 
valuable encouragement to us as we prepared the manuscript for publication.

When the book finally hit the printing presses, our sincere prayer 
was for God to use this work to restore His people to a full reliance on 
the truth of the Genesis record. Only through a proper understanding of 
God’s Word can we understand the mysteries of God’s world. That’s why 
it was essential for us to declare without reservation that our fundamental 
presupposition is that the Bible is true and is our final authority.

EVIDENCE OF GOD’S BLESSING

Responses to The Genesis Flood came from all quarters, both in terms 
of literary reviews and in invitations to speak on the topic at churches and 
schools. There were many book reviews in major Christian publications 
and academic journals, most of them citing the thorough research and 
presentation of the evidence. Here are just a few samples of comments 
from those who critiqued the publication:

“To my way of thinking, this is the most significant book on science and the 
Scripture which has been published by an evangelical in the past twenty-five years.”

—Robert K. DeVries, Dallas Theological Seminary, April 1961

“In my opinion this is a comprehensive, highly significant study, superior to 
any previous works in this area. It is certainly worthy of careful consideration by 
all Christians, whether scientists, pastors or lay students, who consider the Bible 
as the Word of God.”

—William H. Rusch, Sr., Moody Monthly, August 1961
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“This book is indeed significant. . . . I personally feel that evolution is one of 
our greatest problems in the twentieth century and I feel that the alleged evidence 
for it is so self-contradictory that eventually the theory must be given up or greatly 
modified. May this book help in that direction.”

—R. Laird Harris, Covenant College and Seminary, August 1961

In the book 100 Christian Books that Changed the Century (Fleming 
Revell, 2000), William J. Petersen and Randy Petersen acknowledged the 
long-term impact of the book:

Creation science has been controversial within the evangelical community 
as well as in society at large, but there is no doubt of the impact of this book by 
Whitcomb and Morris. . . . By the end of the century the book had gone into 
its forty-first printing. . . . Creation science became a major force . . . and has a 
substantial presence in the fields of science and education, all stemming from the 
influential book by Whitcomb and Morris.” (p. 135–36)

Christianity Today magazine listed the book as one of the fifty books 
during the previous half century “that have shaped evangelicalism as we 
see it today. . . . In l961, hydraulic engineer Henry M. Morris and bibli-
cal scholar John C. Whitcomb infused young-earth creationism with new 
energy. They argued that the biblical deluge could explain fossils and 
geological layers” (October, 2006, p. 54).

And we received many more accolades once the book began to spread. 
Scientists who loved the Bible began to see a reasonable approach to geol-
ogy and Genesis that didn’t force a compromise with the plain reading of 
Scripture.

By November 1961, we were into the second printing of the book. 
How thankful we were to God for the overwhelmingly favorable response 
from readers. We received numerous letters from pastors, missionaries, 
and Christian men of science from all over the world. It was gratifying 
to know that the book had met an urgent need in Christian apologetics. 
Many expressed agreement that the time had come to challenge the false 
presuppositions and implications of organic evolution and geologic uni-
formitarianism. Scripture needed to be front and center on these matters, 
and many encouraged our efforts.

By this time we had received some twenty published reviews with only 
two expressing disfavor with our book. Neither of these negative reactions 
dealt with the evidence for our premise of the universal flood—which was 
our primary topic of discussion. The two main objections to our work, 
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from these and subsequent negative reviews, involved a misrepresentation 
of our own views on uniformity in present processes, which we carefully 
distinguished from the flaws inherent in long-age uniformity. The other 
criticism concerned our use of quotations from authors who disagreed with 
our overall premise, but who nonetheless offered alternative explanations 
of data that in fact agreed with portions of our analysis or cast doubts on 
other uniformitarian interpretations. It was important for us to show these 
remarkable inconsistencies within the uniformitarian and evolutionary 
camps.

Three years into publication saw the sixth printing of the book, along 
with many more reviews, the majority of them still quite favorable to our 
scholarship and our defense of the Bible’s integrity. We began to see a com-
mon thread of evasion by the few who panned our arguments—they often 
did not take time to check the references for themselves, and they failed 
to deal with the validity of our data and conclusions because of built-in 
presuppositions that refused to allow for the historicity of Genesis. And 
that type of bias has only increased in the sciences since that time, so that 
evidence often takes a backseat to theory.

IMPACT AND INFLUENCE

The Genesis Flood sparked dialogue and debate on the whole matter 
of science and the Bible, evolution and creation, Darwin and Jesus—
culminating in what would later be called the birth of the modern creation 
science movement. Suddenly Dr. Morris and I were propelled into paths 
of ministry that have defined our lives ever since. My writing, speaking, 
and teaching increased exponentially, and God has granted me tremendous 
opportunities these past fifty years to teach the wonderful truths of the 
Bible around the world.

My friend Henry Morris entered the Lord’s presence in 2006 at the age 
of eighty-seven. But the legacy he left behind through his many years of 
writing and speaking, and through his founding of the Institute for Creation 
Research, continues to impact countless men and women who desire to 
know more about the wonders of God’s creation.

Just two years after the publication of The Genesis Flood, a group 
of ten scientists formed what is now known as the Creation Research 
Society, dedicated to exploring scientific evidence from the perspective 
of recent creation. With an international membership of nearly 2,000, its 
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major publication is the Creation Research Society Quarterly (CRSQ). 
The organization remains active and growing to this day.

By 1970, Dr. Morris left his tenured chairmanship at Virginia Tech to 
co-found, with Dr. Tim LaHaye, the Christian Heritage College (now San 
Diego Christian College), a Christian liberal arts institution that included 
the formation of the Institute for Creation Research (ICR). As both the 
school and ICR grew, the Institute moved to its own research facilities and 
began a graduate science program in 1981. After Dr. Morris’ passing, ICR 
relocated its campus and research facilities to Dallas, Texas, where it con-
tinues the vision of its founder through research, education, and publishing.

Over the years, both Dr. Morris and I encountered hundreds of indi-
viduals at our seminars and conferences who testified to the impact of 
The Genesis Flood on their lives and in their ministries. After the initial 
establishment of ICR by Dr. Morris, other groups began to spring up here 
and abroad with the intent to educate and challenge Christians with the 
evidence from science and from Genesis. Only eternity will tell just how 
God has used our humble efforts to win men and women to the Savior.

For me personally, ministry opportunities abound to this day through 
the work of Whitcomb Ministries, which equips readers with the answers 
to many questions about the Bible and apologetics through books, sermon 
archives, and seminars held throughout the year.

I recall a recent interview where I was asked to describe how my 
experiences had influenced me as a leader. The bottom line for me is to 
always seek to please Christ and emulate Him. Speak the truth (from His 
authoritative Word), but with humility and graciousness. Christ, who is 
Creator and Lord, modeled genuine authority wrapped in abundant grace. 
That’s how I want to communicate His Word to others. In the end, we are 
all to act and work and teach in such a way that others turn their gaze to 
Christ and glorify Him.

THE CONCLUSION

Now, fifty years, forty-nine printings, and 300,000 copies after the 
initial publication of The Genesis Flood, P&R Publishing has produced a 
beautiful fiftieth anniversary edition of this modern classic. Many thanks 
to Mr. Bryce Craig for his leadership on this project.

Some will ask why The Genesis Flood remains relevant after fifty 
years. In my estimation, the answer lies in the foundation of the book, 
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which is the unshakeable Word of God. Careful scholarship was essential, 
but not enough. This book had to declare unashamedly that the Bible, from 
Genesis to Revelation, is complete and authoritative. Its meaning cannot 
be altered by the ever-changing theories of men.

And while it has been gratifying to witness God’s hand of blessing 
on our efforts as this book has impacted millions around the world, I am 
content knowing that we simply obeyed His will in our desire to honor 
our Creator, Savior, and King—the Lord Jesus Christ.

John C. Whitcomb
April 28, 2011

Whitcomb-Morris_Genesis Flood-NEW EDITION_NEW MATERIAL FOR PRINTER TO STRIP IN.indd   31 7/25/11   2:59 PM



xxxii

Acknowledgments

The manuscript for this volume has been reviewed, in full or in part, 
by a large number of men who are specialists in different branches of sci-
ence or theology. The writers wish to acknowledge with genuine gratitude 
the suggestions and assistance of these men and to thank them for their 
interest and encouragement.

We have endeavored to follow their suggestions insofar as it was fea-
sible, either in correcting our own presentation or in attempting to answer 
more effectively the questions raised. Of course, the fact must be empha-
sized that we assume full responsibility for the volume; probably no single 
reviewer would concur with everything in it.

Nevertheless, we desire to mention the names and connections of 
these friends and colleagues in appreciation of their generous help and 
encouragement. The subject treated involves vital contact with many dif-
ferent disciplines, so that the criticisms and suggestions of those who are 
active in these fields have been invaluable to us.

The following men read the entire manuscript and should be recog-
nized in a special way: Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., D.D., formerly a member 
of the Old Testament Department at Princeton Theological Seminary and 
Professor of Old Testament at Westminster Theological Seminary; Warren 
Driver, M.A., B.D., Assistant Professor of Educa tion and Science, Grace 
College; Thomas Gilmer, Ph.D., Professor of Physics, Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute; C. Lowell Hoyt, B.D., post graduate student, Grace Theological 
Seminary; Homer A. Kent, Jr., Th.D., Professor of New Testament and 
Greek, Grace Theological Seminary; John W. Klotz, Ph.D., Professor of 
Natural Science, Con cordia Senior College; Wilbert H. Rusch, Sr., M.A., 
Professor of Science, Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebraska; 
Rousas J. Rushdoony, M.A., pastor and author, Santa Cruz, California.

We especially thank John C. McCampbell, Ph.D., Professor and 
Head of the Department of Geology at the University of Southwestern 
Louisiana (a rapidly-growing state university of six colleges and over 

Whitcomb-Morris_Genesis Flood-NEW EDITION_NEW MATERIAL FOR PRINTER TO STRIP IN.indd   32 7/25/11   2:59 PM



xxxiiiAcknowledgments

5,000 students, situated in the heart of the south’s petroleum industrial 
expansion), who not only reviewed the entire manuscript but also gra-
ciously consented to write the Foreword. This was in spite of his many 
duties as head of a large and active geology department and in spite of his 
natural reservations concerning many of the implica tions of geological 
catastrophism advocated herein.

The following have read the first draft of our Chapters 1 through 7 
(not including the Appendixes), and their suggestions contributed sub-
stantially to our final revisions of the manuscript: David K. Blake, B.S., 
an industrial engineer with the General Electric Company, Schenectady, 
New York; R. Laird Harris, Ph.D., Professor of Old Testament, Cov-
enant Theological Seminary; Walter E. Lammerts, Ph.D., Horticultural 
Consultant, Germaine’s, Inc., Livermore, Cal ifornia; Frank L. Marsh, 
Ph.D., Professor of Biology, Emmanuel Missionary College; Edwin Y. 
Monsma, Ph.D., Professor and Head, Department of Biology, Calvin 
College; Harold S. Slusher, M.S., Assistant Professor of Physics and 
Astronomy, Texas Western Col lege; William J. Tinkle, Ph.D., formerly 
Head of the Biology Depart ment, Taylor University; and Merrill F. 
Unger, Ph.D., Th.D., Professor of Old Testament, Dallas Theological 
Seminary.

In addition, a number of men have reviewed either Chapters 1-4 (the 
geographical extent of the Flood) or Chapters 5-7 (the geologic implica-
tions of the Flood). Those who reviewed only the first four chapters are 
as follows: Arthur C. distance, Ph.D., F.R.A.I., Toronto, Canada; Her-
man A. Hoyt, Th.D., Dean and Professor of New Testa ment and Greek, 
Grace Theological Seminary; Homer A. Kent, Sr., Th.D., Registrar and 
Professor of Church History and Practical Theology, Grace Theologi-
cal Seminary; Alva J. McClain, Th.M., D.D., President and Professor 
of Christian Theology, Grace Theolog ical Seminary; Allan A. MacRae, 
Ph.D., President and Professor of Old Testament, Faith Theological Semi-
nary; John Rea, M.A., Th.D., Professor of Bible and Archaeology, Grace 
Theological Seminary.

Chapters 5 through 7 were reviewed in their original form by the 
following: L. A. M. Barnette, Ch.E., petroleum geologist, Humble Oil 
Company, Houston, Texas; Clifford L. Burdick, M.A., consulting mining 
geologist, Tucson, Arizona; Harold W. Clark, M.A., formerly Professor 
of Biology at Pacific Union College; Wayne M. Frair, M.A., Assistant 
Professor of Biology, King’s College; Elbert H. Hadley, Ph.D., Profes-
sor of Chemistry. Southern Illinois University; H. Clay Hudson, B.S., 

Whitcomb-Morris_Genesis Flood-NEW EDITION_NEW MATERIAL FOR PRINTER TO STRIP IN.indd   33 7/25/11   2:59 PM



xxxiv Acknowledgments

formerly a soil scientist with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service; George 
McCready Price, M.A., formerly Professor of Geology and Philosophy, 
Walla Walla College; and Lloyd D. Vincent, Ph.D., Professor and Head, 
Department of Physics, Sam Houston College.

Miss Elener Norris, M.A., Assistant Professor of English and Journal-
ism, Grace College, reviewed the entire manuscript for style and grammar. 
Miss Ava Schnittjer, M.A., M.R.E., Professor of English and Speech, Grace 
College, also read parts of the manuscript for this purpose.

It has been a pleasure to work with Mr. Charles H. Craig, Director of 
the Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company. His encour agement 
and helpful counsel in the preparation of this volume for publication have 
been deeply appreciated by the authors.

Finally, special thanks are due to Mrs. Mary Morgan, Civil Engi-
neering Department secretary at Virginia Polytechnic Institute, who typed 
the manuscript, and to the writers’ families, without whose patience and 
prayerful encouragement this project could never have been completed.

Henry M. Morris
Blacksburg, Virginia 

John C. Whitcomb
Winona Lake, Indiana

December 15, 1960

Whitcomb-Morris_Genesis Flood-NEW EDITION_NEW MATERIAL FOR PRINTER TO STRIP IN.indd   34 7/25/11   2:59 PM



xxxv

Introduction

The question of the historicity and the character of the Genesis 
Flood is no mere academic issue of interest to a small handful of 
scientists and theologians. If a worldwide flood actually destroyed 
the entire antediluvian human population, as well as all land animals, 
except those preserved in a special Ark constructed by Noah (as a 
plain reading of the Biblical record would lead one to believe), then 
its historical and scientific implications are tremendous. The great 
Deluge and the events associated with it necessarily become pro foundly 
important to the proper understanding of anthropology, of geology, 
and of all other sciences which deal with historical and pre-historical 
events and phenomena.

But of even greater importance are the implications of the mighty 
Flood of Genesis for Christian theology. For that universal catas trophe 
speaks plainly and eloquently concerning the sovereignty of God in 
the affairs of men and in the processes of nature. Furthermore, it warns 
prophetically of a judgment yet to come, when the sovereign God shall 
again intervene in terrestrial events, putting down all human sin and 
rebellion and bringing to final fruition His age-long plan of creation 
and redemption.

But we have come to a day when the world of science and scholar-
ship no longer regards the witness and warnings of the Flood with  
any seriousness. Men instead have adopted a philosophy of uniform-
ity and evolution with which to interpret both cosmic and human  
his tory and with which even to predict and plan the future. Even
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evangelical Christians, though still professing belief in the divine valid-
ity of Scripture, have often capitulated to uniformitarian1 schol arship, 
denying the universality of the Flood and, with the denial, thereby sac-
rificing its mighty evangelistic witness to a world in re bellion against 
its Creator.

Our present study therefore has a twofold purpose. In the first place, 
we desire to ascertain exactly what the Scriptures say concern ing the Flood 
and related topics. We do this from the perspective of full belief in the 
complete divine inspiration and perspicuity of Scrip ture, believing that a 
true exegesis thereof yields determinative Truth in all matters with which 
it deals.

We accept as basic the doctrine of the verbal inerrancy of Scrip ture, 
to which Benjamin B. Warfield has given admirable expression in the 
following words:

The Church has held from the beginning that the Bible is the Word of God in 
such a sense that its words, though written by men and bearing indelibly impressed 
upon them the marks of their human origin, were writ ten, nevertheless, under 
such an influence of the Holy Ghost as to be also the words of God, the adequate 
expression of His mind and will. It has al ways recognized that this conception of 
co-authorship implies that the Spirit’s superintendence extends to the choice of the 
words by the human authors (verbal inspiration), and preserves its product from 
everything in consistent with a divine authorship . . . thus securing, among other 
things, that entire truthfulness which is everywhere presupposed in and asserted 
for Scripture by the Biblical writers (inerrancy).2

The second purpose is to examine the anthropological, geological, 
hydrological and other scientific implications of the Biblical record of the 
Flood, seeking if possible to orient the data of these sciences within this 
Biblical framework. If this means substantial modification of the principles 
of uniformity and evolution3 which currently control the interpretation of 
these data, then so be it.

1 Uniformitarianism is the belief that existing physical processes, acting essentially 
as at present, are sufficient to account for all past changes and for the present state  
of the astronomic, geologic and biologic universe. The principle of uniformity in  
present processes is both scientific and Scriptural (Gen. 8:22), but comes into con flict 
with Biblical revelation when utilized to deny the possibility of past or future miraculous 
suspension or alteration of those processes by their Creator.

2 Benjamin B. Warfield, “The Real Problem of Inspiration,” in The Inspiration and 
Authority of the Bible, edited by Samuel G. Craig (Philadelphia: The Presbyterian  
and Reformed Publishing Co., 1948), p. 173. See also, Edward J. Young, Thy Word is 
Truth (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1957).

3 We use the term “evolution” in the broadest sense; namely, the theory that all
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We realize, of course, that modern scholarship will be impatient with 
such an approach. Our conclusions must unavoidably be colored by our 
Biblical presuppositions, and this we plainly acknowledge.

But uniformitarian scholarship is no less bound by its own pre-
suppositions and these are quite as dogmatic as those of our own! The 
assumptions of historical continuity and scientific naturalism are no 
more susceptible of genuine scientific proof than are Biblical catas-
trophism1 and supernaturalism. Furthermore, we believe that certain 
of the assumptions implicit in evolutionary theory (e.g., tacit denial of 
the two universal laws of thermodynamics)2 are much farther re moved 
from scientific actualities than are our own premises. We be lieve that 
a system founded squarely on full confidence in the Scriptures will 
be found ultimately to be much more satisfying than any other, in its 
power to correlate scientific data and to resolve prob lems and appar-
ent conflicts.

We recognize, certainly, that a work of this nature cannot deal 
comprehensively with all the problems entailed in the formulation of 
a truly Biblical and scientific catastrophism. The scope of these prob-
lems is vast, bearing really upon the whole spectrum of the sciences. 
The background and special interests of the authors are, on the one 
hand, the fields of Old Testament interpretation and Biblical criticism 
and, on the other, the fields of hydraulics, hydrology, and geomor-
phology. It is hoped that this combination will serve as well as any 
for a preliminary study3 of the Genesis Flood and its implications.
organisms, man included, have been derived by gradual diversification from com-
mon ancestral forms of life, through innate processes of variation and selection, forms  
which in turn originally were derived by spontaneous generation from inanimate  
matter.

1 Biblical catastrophism is the doctrine that, at least on the occasions mentioned  
in Scripture, God has directly intervened in the normal physical processes of the  
universe, causing significant changes therein for a time. At the same time, such  
miraculous intervention acquires significance only against the backdrop of a basic 
pattern of uniformity.

2 Evolution, in the broad sense, implies increasing organization and complexity in  
the universe and is in effect a doctrine of continuous creation; conversely, the first  
law of thermodynamics affirms that creation is no longer normally occurring, and the 
second that the original creation is decreasing in organization and complexity. See  
pp. 222f.

3 We emphasize, as strongly as possible, that this can only be an exploratory sketch  
of avast and complex field of study. It will necessarily be subject to extensive modi-
fication and amplification, but we trust that such difficulties of detail as may occur to  
the reader will not deter him from a genuinely candid consideration of the picture as 
a whole.
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The advice of many others, specialists in different pertinent disci plines, 
has also been very helpful.

Nevertheless, we are realistic concerning the reception this work may 
expect, by and large, from evolutionary scientists. We believe that most of 
the difficulties associated with the Biblical record of the Flood are basically 
religious, rather than scientific. The concept of such a universal judgment 
on man’s sin and rebellion, warning as it does of another greater judgment 
yet to come, is profoundly offen sive to the intellectual and moral pride of 
modern man and so he would circumvent it if at all possible.

We hope, however, that those whose confidence, like ours, is cen tered 
in the revelation of God, will be encouraged herein to see that a truly Biblical 
approach will eventually correlate all the factual data of science in a much 
more harmonious and satisfying way than the uniformitarian assumption 
can ever do. Because the Creator is also the true Author of Scripture, we 
believe that the more faithfully we believe His Word, the more effectively 
shall we be able to advance the frontiers of true knowledge concerning His 
Creation, exercising in the process the functions of the image of God in man.
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