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Editor’s Note

In the mid-100s, Tatian the Syrian arranged the gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John into a single narrative and called it the Diatessaron, 
a Greek term meaning “Out of Four.” His innovation proved inspiring to 
others through the centuries. Reformed theologian and author Loraine 
Boettner was following in his tradition when, in the early 1900s, he 
created his own diatessaron for classroom use at Pikeville College, 
Kentucky, where he was a professor. This book used the 1901 American 
Standard Version (ASV), which Boettner preferred over the King James, 
and was published by Presbyterian & Reformed Publishing as A Harmony 
of the Gospels. 

This new edition of Boettner’s diatessaron differs in several ways from 
the original, yet the bones are the same. Although the ASV has much 
to commend it, we have used the Christian Standard Bible for its clear, 
familiar vocabulary and ease of reading. We have updated, revised, and 
added to Boettner’s headings and adjusted dates he provided to better 
reflect contemporary scholarly consensus.1

In formatting the new edition, we have walked a careful line between 
providing as much information as possible and promoting a user-friendly 
reading experience. Full Scripture references for all the New Testament 
texts are given in the margins, where the eye can easily find or look past 
them as desired. In cases where more than one gospel writer recorded the 

1. For the timeline that guided our adjustments, see CSB Study Bible (Nashville: Holman 
Bible Publishers, 2017), 1494–95, 1662–63.
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same event or teaching, we have printed the account that gives it most 
fully and have inserted additional distinct material from parallel gospel 
accounts in [brackets] at the appropriate places; some punctuation and 
paragraph breaks have also been inserted as clarity required. Bolded 
text indicates a quotation from, or reference to, an Old Testament 
passage, and an index on page 213 provides further details. Italicized 
text indicates a non-English word or, when applied to English text, an 
editorial insertion or substitution. Scripture references are marked with 
asterisks (*) when they are for passages that do not appear in all the 
earliest manuscripts of Scripture. (Not all these passages are included in 
this book.) The abbreviations found in the margins signify the following 
New Testament books: 

 Mt   Matthew
 Mk   Mark
 Lk   Luke
 Jn   John
 1 Cor  1 Corinthians

This book is no substitute for a Bible. It is no substitute for reading 
the gospels individually: each gospel is inspired and offers a distinct 
perspective on Christ. And yet we hope you will find The Gospel of Jesus 
to be a helpful resource for Bible study. This harmony is not intended to 
flatten out the distinctive voices of the gospel writers but to direct you back 
to their individual gospels with fresh understanding and appreciation.

Amanda Martin
Editorial Director

P&R Publishing
2023
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Preface

The purpose of this harmony is to weave together the material in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John into one continuous account that 
includes everything but does not repeat anything, and, so far as possible, 
to put it in chronological order giving places and dates.

The harmonization has been divided into 154 chapters, with appropriate 
headings. It is thus systematically arranged, and all that the four writers 
have to say about any particular event or teaching is brought together in 
one compact statement. Since all repetition has been eliminated, this 
harmony is only about three-fourths as long as the four Gospels.

This arrangement was worked out while the present editor was 
teaching Bible in Pikeville College in Kentucky. It proved to be a real 
help in classwork. No claim is made that the present arrangement is 
infallible. But no references have been consciously taken out of context 
or exhibited in a false light. The four Gospels are the final authority. The 
table of contents gives a list of the various events, teachings, miracles, and 
parables; and Scripture index makes it possible to locate any particular 
passage or its parallel statement. 

It has been said that the greatest service that anyone can render 
is to make more available the riches of grace that are found in Christ 
our Savior. The present arrangement is designed to make more readily 
available the material found in the Gospels, and so to make more 
interesting and rewarding the time spent in Bible study. 

Loraine Boettner
1933
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Prologue
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. All 
things were created through him, and apart from him not one 
thing was created that has been created. In him was life, and that 
life was the light of men. That light shines in the darkness, and 
yet the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify about the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He was not the light, but he came to testify 
about the light. The true light that gives light to everyone was 
coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world was created through him, 
and yet the world did not recognize him. He came to his own, and 
his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive 
him, he gave them the right to be children of God, to those who 
believe in his name, who were born, not of natural descent, or of 
the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed 
his glory, the glory as the one and only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. (John testified concerning him and 
exclaimed, “This was the one of whom I said, ‘The one coming 
after me ranks ahead of me, because he existed before me.’ ”) 
Indeed, we have all received grace upon grace from his fullness, 
for the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. The one and 
only Son, who is himself God and is at the Father’s side—he has 
revealed him.

The Genealogy of Jesus
An account of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, 

the Son of Abraham:

Abraham was son of Terah,
son of Nahor, son of Serug,
son of Reu, son of Peleg,

Jn 1:1–18

Mt 1:1

Lk 3:34–38
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son of Eber, son of Shelah,
son of Cainan, son of Arphaxad,
son of Shem, son of Noah,
son of Lamech, son of Methuselah,
son of Enoch, son of Jared,
son of Mahalalel, son of Cainan,
son of Enos, son of Seth,
son of Adam, son of God.

Abraham fathered Isaac,
Isaac fathered Jacob,
Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers,
Judah fathered Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
Perez fathered Hezron,
Hezron fathered Aram,
Aram fathered Amminadab,
Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
Nahshon fathered Salmon,
Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
Obed fathered Jesse,
and Jesse fathered King David.

David fathered Solomon by Uriah’s wife,
Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
Abijah fathered Asa,
Asa fathered Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat fathered Joram,
Joram fathered Uzziah,
Uzziah fathered Jotham,
Jotham fathered Ahaz,
Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
Manasseh fathered Amon,
Amon fathered Josiah,

Mt 1:2–17
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and Josiah fathered Jeconiah and his brothers
at the time of the exile to Babylon.

After the exile to Babylon
Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
Abiud fathered Eliakim,
Eliakim fathered Azor,
Azor fathered Zadok,
Zadok fathered Achim,
Achim fathered Eliud,
Eliud fathered Eleazar,
Eleazar fathered Matthan,
Matthan fathered Jacob,
and Jacob fathered Joseph the husband of Mary,
who gave birth to Jesus who is called the Messiah.

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen 
generations; and from David until the exile to Babylon, fourteen 
generations; and from the exile to Babylon until the Messiah, 
fourteen generations.

Jerusalem, Judea || 6 bc

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold
Many have undertaken to compile a narrative about the 

events that have been fulfilled among us, just as the original 
eyewitnesses and servants of the word handed them down to us. 
So it also seemed good to me, since I have carefully investigated 
everything from the very first, to write to you in an orderly 
sequence, most honorable Theophilus, so that you may know the 
certainty of the things about which you have been instructed.

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest of 
Abijah’s division named Zechariah. His wife was from the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both were 
righteous in God’s sight, living without blame according to all 

Lk 1:1–25
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the commands and requirements of the Lord. But they had no 
children because Elizabeth could not conceive, and both of them 
were well along in years.

When his division was on duty and he was serving as priest 
before God, it happened that he was chosen by lot, according to 
the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord 
and burn incense. At the hour of incense the whole assembly of 
the people was praying outside. An angel of the Lord appeared 
to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense. When 
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified and overcome with fear. 
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because 
your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you will name him John. There will be joy and delight 
for you, and many will rejoice at his birth. For he will be great in 
the sight of the Lord and will never drink wine or beer. He will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit while still in his mother’s womb. 
He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 
And he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 
turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the disobedient 
to the understanding of the righteous, to make ready for the Lord 
a prepared people.”

“How can I know this?” Zechariah asked the angel. “For I am 
an old man, and my wife is well along in years.”

The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the 
presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and tell you this 
good news. Now listen. You will become silent and unable to 
speak until the day these things take place, because you did not 
believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time.”

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, amazed 
that he stayed so long in the sanctuary. When he did come 
out, he could not speak to them. Then they realized that he had 
seen a vision in the sanctuary. He was making signs to them 
and remained speechless. When the days of his ministry were 
completed, he went back home.

After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived and kept herself 
in seclusion for five months. She said, “The Lord has done this 
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for me. He has looked with favor in these days to take away my 
disgrace among the people.”

Nazareth, Galilee || 5 bc

The Birth of Jesus Foretold
In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 

town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man 
named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
And the angel came to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! 
The Lord is with you.” But she was deeply troubled by this 
statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be. Then 
the angel told her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. Now listen: You will conceive and give birth to 
a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him 
the throne of his father David. He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end.”

Mary asked the angel, “How can this be, since I have not had 
sexual relations with a man?”

The angel replied to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, 
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. And 
consider your relative Elizabeth—even she has conceived a son in 
her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called 
childless. For nothing will be impossible with God.”

“See, I am the Lord’s servant,” said Mary. “May it happen to 
me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.

Hill Country, Judea

Mary’s Visit to Elizabeth
In those days Mary set out and hurried to a town in the 

hill country of Judah where she entered Zechariah’s house and 
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
baby leaped inside her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Then she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
among women, and your child will be blessed! How could this 

Lk 1:26–38

Lk 1:39–56
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happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
For you see, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 
baby leaped for joy inside me. Blessed is she who has believed that 
the Lord would fulfill what he has spoken to her!”

And Mary said:

My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
because he has looked with favor
on the humble condition of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations
will call me blessed,
because the Mighty One
has done great things for me,
and his name is holy.
His mercy is from generation to generation
on those who fear him.
He has done a mighty deed with his arm;
he has scattered the proud
because of the thoughts of their hearts;
he has toppled the mighty from their thrones
and exalted the lowly.
He has satisfied the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering his mercy
to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he spoke to our ancestors.

And Mary stayed with her about three months; then she 
returned to her home.

The Naming of John the Baptist
Now the time had come for Elizabeth to give birth, and she 

had a son. Then her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord 
had shown her his great mercy, and they rejoiced with her.

Lk 1:57–80
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When they came to circumcise the child on the eighth day, 
they were going to name him Zechariah, after his father. But his 
mother responded, “No. He will be called John.”

Then they said to her, “None of your relatives has that name.” 
So they motioned to his father to find out what he wanted him 
to be called. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name 
is John.” And they were all amazed. Immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising 
God. Fear came on all those who lived around them, and all these 
things were being talked about throughout the hill country of 
Judea. All who heard about him took it to heart, saying, “What 
then will this child become?” For, indeed, the Lord’s hand was 
with him.

Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
prophesied:

Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has visited
and provided redemption for his people.
He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
just as he spoke by the mouth
of his holy prophets in ancient times;
salvation from our enemies
and from the hand of those who hate us.
He has dealt mercifully with our ancestors
and remembered his holy covenant—
the oath that he swore to our father Abraham,
to grant that we,
we having been rescued
from the hand of our enemies,
would serve him without fear
in holiness and righteousness
in his presence all our days.
And you, child, will be called
a prophet of the Most High,
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for you will go before the Lord
to prepare his ways,
to give his people knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of their sins.
Because of our God’s merciful compassion,
the dawn from on high will visit us
to shine on those who live in darkness
and the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.

The child grew up and became strong in spirit, and he was in 
the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel.
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