Come
to the

Waters
Da i ly Bi bl e De v otio ns f or
Spiritual Refreshment

James Montgomery Boice

Compiled by

D. M a r i o n Cl a rk

R
Come to the Waters.indd 3

9/12/17 1:11 PM

© 2011, 2017 by Linda M. Boice
Previously issued 2011 by Baker Books
Reissued 2017 by P&R Publishing
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted
in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise—except for
brief quotations for the purpose of review or comment, without the prior permission of the publisher,
P&R Publishing Company, P.O. Box 817, Phillipsburg, New Jersey 08865-0817.
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from ESV Bible ® (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version ®). Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used
by permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.
NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan
Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked (KJV) are from the King James Version of the Bible.
Italics within Scripture quotations indicate emphasis added.
Quotations from the following works by James Montgomery Boice have been used by permission of
the publishers: The Parables of Jesus, ©1983, 2015, Chicago: Moody Press; Foundations of the Christian
Faith, copyright 1986 by InterVarsity Christian Fellowship of the USA, revised edition, InterVarsity
Press, Downers Grove, IL, www.ivpress.com; The King Has Come (©1992) and Sure I Believe—So What
(©1994), Geanies House, Scotland, Christian Focus Publications; Ordinary Men Called by God, ©1982,
published 1998 by Kregel Publications, a division of Kregel, Inc., Grand Rapids; Dealing with Bible
Problems, ©1999, Fort Washington, PA: CLC Publications; Genesis (vols 1–3), Nehemiah, Psalms (vols
1–3), Daniel, The Gospel of Matthew (vols 1–2), The Gospel of John (vols 1–5), Acts, Romans (vols 1–4),
Ephesians, Philippians, The Epistles of John, Joshua, and The Minor Prophets (vols 1–2), Grand Rapids:
Baker Publishing Group; The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Galatians/Ephesians co-authored with
A. Skevington Wood, ©1995, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, www.zondervan.com; The Bible Study Hour’s
Bible Studies series, messages published by the Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals, www.alliancenet.org.
Thank you to Princeton Theological Seminary Libraries for providing access to unpublished materials in
their archives of the James Montgomery Boice Collection.
“Come to the Waters” is copyright © 2000 Linda M. Boice and Paul S. Jones. Words by James Montgomery Boice, based on Revelation 22. Tune WATER OF LIFE (11.10.11.10) by Paul S. Jones. Distributed by
Paul Jones Music Inc. www.pjonesmusic.us. Used by permission.
Printed in the United States of America
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Boice, James Montgomery, 1938-2000. author. | Clark, Marion (D. Marion), editor.
Title: Come to the waters : daily bible devotions for spiritual refreshment / James Montgomery Boice ;
compiled by D. Marion Clark.
Description: Phillipsburg, New Jersey : Baker Books, [2017] | “Previously issued 2011 by Baker Books;
reissued 2017 by P&R Publishing.” | Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2017031675| ISBN 9781629953366 (hardcover) | ISBN 9781629953373 (epub) |
ISBN 9781629953380 (mobi)
Subjects: LCSH: Devotional calendars.
Classification: LCC BV4811 .B565 2017 | DDC 242/.2--dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017031675

Come to the Waters.indd 4

9/12/17 1:11 PM

To him whose Word is able to make us wise for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
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Let the one who is thirsty come. (Rev. 22:17)
Come to the waters, whoever is thirsty;
Drink from the Fountain that never runs dry.
Jesus, the Living One, offers you mercy,
Life more abundant in boundless supply.
Come to the River that flows through the city,
Forth from the throne of the Father and Son.
Jesus the Savior says, “Come and drink deeply.”
Drink from the pure, inexhaustible One.
Come to the Fountain without any money;
Buy what is given without any cost.
Jesus, the gracious One, welcomes the weary;
Jesus, the selfless One, died for the lost.
Come to the Well of unmerited favor;
Stretch out your hand; fill your cup to the brim.
Jesus is such a compassionate Savior.
Draw from the grace that flows freely from him.
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Come to the Savior, the God of salvation.
God has provided an end to sin’s strife.
Why will you suffer the Law’s condemnation?
Take the free gift of the water of life.
Ja m e s Mon tg o m e ry B oi c e

9/12/17 1:11 PM

I ntr oduction

“Study of the Bible must be the consuming passion of a believer’s life,” James
Montgomery Boice exhorted worshipers in one of his fourteen sermons through
Psalm 119. His congregation at Tenth Presbyterian Church, which sat under his
thirty years of expositional preaching, would attest that such was the consuming
passion of his life. He preached systematically through twenty-seven books and
extensively through another five.
There is a plaque at Tenth Church commemorating Boice’s life and ministry.
It presents the passage considered the theme of his life work, Romans 11:33–36,
which extols the glory of God. That is an accurate summary of his aim in ministry, to which he pointed those under his teaching ministry—to give all glory to
God. But if that was his aim, the means by which he most believed in achieving
that aim was to know and to obey God’s Word.
I have two purposes in compiling this yearlong devotional from Boice’s sermons and writings. I hope this collection will keep his legacy alive for a new
generation of Christians. Most of these devotions are culled from his published
sermons. They give but a taste of his fuller exposition of the texts. A number of
selections come from unpublished material. All but one of the Revelation devotions come from the last series of sermons he was preaching when he died. A few
come from messages given in his early life before coming to Tenth, so that the
body of work covers his full span of ministry.
The second purpose is the one that James Boice himself would have had for
such a work, which is to aid readers in studying the most important book—the
Bible. As helpful as the words of the expositor may be, he would have had you
value much more highly the Word of God. With that in mind, each reading not
only includes a Scripture text, but cites the fuller Bible reading that should go
along with the devotion. Take time with each devotion to open your Bible.
An added feature of the devotional is a topical index. Boice was an expository
preacher who preached through whole books of the Bible. As every preacher who
7
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I ntroduction

follows that system knows, it led him to cover a wide variety of topics. Note also
a Scripture index, which lists primary Scripture references and others included in
the devotions.
Though the devotional is laid out in order of the books of the Bible, you need
not read them in succession. There are fifty-two psalms included, so you might
read one each Sunday. Using the topical index, you could arrange a reading
schedule that takes you through events of the church year.
A word about the title, Come to the Waters. It comes not from a devotion but a
hymn written by Boice in partnership with Dr. Paul Jones, Tenth’s Music Director.
(The hymn and its music are included following the December 31 reading.) The
“waters” are the waters of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ. As you will see time and
again in the devotions, it is knowing Jesus Christ that matters above all else. Yes,
we are to live with the aim of glorifying God, but that cannot be done without
being cleansed by the blood of Christ and then living in Christ. Yes, the means
to glorify God is to know and to obey his Word, but we will not understand the
Word of God if we do not see that it is leading us to the “waters” of the gospel—to
the person and work of Jesus Christ. These devotions are not intended simply
to make you a better person. They are to lead you again and again to your only
hope—Jesus Christ—for glorifying God.
I wish to thank Linda Boice for granting permission and providing support
for the first edition, as well as the second. Terri Taylor came up with the devotional’s title. Jessie Taylor compiled the topical and Scripture indexes, and Sarah Brubaker supplied the bibliography and references. My wife, Ginger, was my most
fervent encourager. This second edition of Come to the Waters is made possible
by P&R Publishing, which is giving new life to other Boice titles as well, and I am
thankful for Amanda Martin’s work in overseeing the final product. In particular I must thank Robert Brady, executive director of the Alliance of Confessing
Evangelicals, for his tireless efforts in making this rebirth take place. Without
his behind-the-scenes work, we would still be scavenging the Internet and used
bookstores to find a copy.
D. Marion Clark

8
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J anuary 1

G ood C reation
G enesis 1:1–26
And God saw that it was good.
Genesis 1:21

The value of creation, declared good by God, brings us to a natural conclusion: if God finds the universe good in its parts and as a whole, then we must find
it good also. This does not mean that we will refuse to see that nature has been
marred by sin. But even in its marred state, it has value, just as fallen man also
has value.
First, we should be thankful for the world God has made and praise him for
it. In some expressions of Christian thought only the soul has value. But this is
not right, nor is it truly Christian. The Christian view is that God has made all
that is and that the material world therefore has value and should be valued by us
because of this origin.
Second, we should delight in creation. This is closely related to being thankful but is a step beyond it. It is a step that many Christians have never taken.
Frequently, Christians look on nature only as one of the classic proofs of God’s
existence. But instead of this, the Christian should really enjoy what he sees. He
should appreciate its beauty. He should exult in creation even more than the
non-Christian, because in the Christian’s case there is a corresponding knowledge of the God who stands behind it.
Third, we should demonstrate a responsibility toward nature, meaning that we
should not destroy it simply for the sake of destroying it but rather should seek to
elevate it to its fullest potential. Men and women together should seek to sanctify
and cleanse the earth in order that it might be more as God created it, in anticipation of its ultimate redemption.
Finally, after he has contemplated nature and has come to value it, the Christian should turn once again to the God who made it and sustains it moment by
moment and should learn to trust him. God cares for nature, in spite of its abuse
through man’s sin. But if he cares for nature, then he also obviously cares for us
and may be trusted to do so. This argument occurs in the midst of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount in which he draws our attention to God’s care of the birds
(animal life) and lilies (plant life) and then asks, “Are you not of more value than
they? . . . But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith?” (Matt. 6:26, 30).
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J anuary 2

I m age

of

G od

G enesis 1:27–31
So God created man in his own image.
Genesis 1:27

To be made in God’s image means that men and women possess the attributes of
personality, as God himself does, but as the animals, plants, and matter do not.
To have personality, one must possess knowledge, feelings (including religious
feelings), and a will. This God has, and so do we. We can say that animals possess
a certain kind of personality. But an animal does not reason as men do; it only
reacts to certain problems or stimuli. It does not create; it only conforms to certain behavior patterns. It does not love; it only reproduces. It does not worship.
Personality, in the sense we are speaking of it here, is something that links man to
God but does not link either man or God to the rest of creation.
A second element that is involved in man’s being created in the image of God
is morality. This includes the two further elements of freedom and responsibility.
To be sure, the freedom men and women possess is not absolute. Even in the
beginning, the first man, Adam, and the first woman, Eve, were not autonomous.
They were creatures and were responsible for acknowledging this by their obedience in the matter of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Since the fall, that
freedom has been further restricted so that, as Augustine said, the original posse
non peccare (“able not to sin”) has become a non posse non peccare (“not able not
to sin”). Still there is a limited freedom for men and women even in their fallen
state, and with that there is also moral responsibility. In brief, we do not need to
sin as we do or as often as we do. And even when we sin under compulsion, we
still know it is wrong and, thus, inadvertently confess our likeness to God in this
as in other areas.
The third element involved in man’s being made in God’s image is spirituality,
meaning that man is made for communion with God, who is Spirit (John 4:24),
and that this communion is intended to be eternal as God is eternal. Although
man has a body, as do other forms of life, and a soul, as do animals, only he possesses a spirit. It is on the level of the spirit that he is aware of God and communes
with him.
Here lies our true worth. We are made in God’s image and are therefore valuable to God and others. God loves men and women, as he does not and cannot
love the animals, plants, or inanimate matter. Moreover, he feels for them, identifies with them in Christ, grieves for them, and even intervenes in history to make
individual men and women into all that he has determined they should be.

Come to the Waters.indd 10

9/12/17 1:11 PM

J anuary 3

A L iving B eing
G enesis 2:4–7
The Lord God . . . breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and man became a living creature.
Genesis 2:7

The phrase translated “a living creature” (actually, “living soul”) in Genesis
2:7 is also used in Genesis 1:24 of the animals. But as a result of the particulars of
man’s creation given in the second chapter, a distinction is undoubtedly implied.
Not only is man alive, he knows he is alive. Even more important, he knows from
whom that life has come and of his duties to the God who breathed his own
breath into him.
Man also knows that he depends on God for physical life and that he must
come to him for spiritual life, as Jesus indicated (John 3:5–6). Isaiah teaches the
physical dependence of man on God in a fascinating verse. It plays on the idea of
man’s breath by saying, “Stop trusting in man, who has but a breath in his nostrils.
Of what account is he?” (Isa. 2:22 NIV). We might paraphrase Isaiah’s command
by saying, “Why trust in man who is able to take only one noseful of breath at a
time? Trust God, whose breath is inexhaustible.” The breath of God in us may be
our glory, but it is still received by us only one breath at a time. We breathe in.
We hold our breath. We breathe out. But then we must breathe in again or die.
Nothing could better characterize our utter dependence on God.
And what if God should withhold his breath? Job answers by saying, “If he
should set his heart to it and gather to himself his spirit and his breath, all flesh
would perish together, and man would return to dust” (Job 34:14–15).
First Corinthians 15:45 presents this same contrast between the first Adam
in his littleness and Christ in his greatness. Paul writes, “Thus it is written, ‘The
first man Adam became a living being’; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.”
Adam existed by breathing in, and the breath he breathed in was from God. He
could not sustain himself. Christ, on the other hand, is the One who breathes out,
for he is “life-giving spirit.” We are to live physically and spiritually only as we turn
to and are united to him.
I conclude with the challenge presented from the little known book of Ecclesiastes: “Remember your Creator . . . before the silver cord is snapped, or the golden
bowl is broken, or the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken
at the cistern, and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns
to God who gave it” (12:1, 6–7). When death comes, it is too late. Now, while
you still have life, come to him who is able to give eternal life, and find yourself
accepted in the Savior.
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J anuary 4

T he F all
G enesis 3:1–7
She took some and ate it. . . . And he ate it.
Genesis 3:6

Eve sinned by being deceived; Adam sinned in utter rebellion. Both sinned out
of pride. What lay at the root of the woman’s determination to eat the forbidden
fruit and give some to her husband, Adam, if it was not pride? What lay at the root
of Adam’s determination to go his own way rather than adhere to the path God
placed before him, if this was not pride? In the woman’s case it was the conviction
that she knew what was better for herself and her husband than God did. God
had said that the eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil would bring
death. But she was convinced by her own empirical observation—after Satan had
raised the doubt—that the tree would actually be good for her and that God was
mistaken. In the man’s case, pride is also present, for he repeated the sin of Satan,
saying in effect, “I will cast off God’s rule. I am too great to be bound by it. I shall
declare myself autonomous. I will be like the Most High” (see Isa. 14:14).
How terrible pride is! And how pervasive; for, of course, it did not vanish in
the death of the first man and woman. Pride lies at the heart of our sinful race. It
is the “center” of immorality, “the utmost evil,” that which “leads to every other
vice,” as C. S. Lewis warns us. It is that which makes us all want to be more than
we are or can be and, consequently, causes us to fall short of that truly great destiny for which we were created.
This brings us back to the teaching that we are fallen beings. We are not on
the way up, as today’s optimistic humanists would indicate. We are not sinful by
the very nature of things, as the ancient Greeks would argue. We are not even
machines, as if we could be excused on the grounds of such an analysis. We are
fallen. We are faithless, rebellious, filled with pride. As a result, our only hope is
in that grace of God by which he sends a Redeemer, who instead of being faithless was faithful, instead of being rebellious was obedient, and instead of being
filled with pride was one who actually humbled himself to “even death on a cross”
(Phil. 2:8).
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J anuary 5

J udgment

and

G race

G enesis 3:8–19
He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.
Genesis 3:15

God passes sentence, beginning with the serpent through whom the sin originated: the serpent will crawl on its belly and eat “dust,” i.e., the dust of frustration. We do not know what the serpent looked like before this judgment, though
he must have been a beautiful and upright creature. Nor do we know precisely
when the judgment here pronounced was executed, though it was probably at
this point. What we can know is the horror of Adam and Eve as they heard the
voice of God and witnessed the terrifying transformation of this once beautiful
creature into the hissing, slithering, dangerous creature we know as a snake today.
They must have recoiled in mortal fear, recognizing that God had every right to
pronounce this same or even a more terrible judgment on them. They must have
expected that he would do so, and the devil must also have expected this judgment. It was for this that he had tempted the man and the woman.
But instead—how unsearchable are the judgments and ways of God—grace
intervenes. It is true that there is judgment, of a sort. The woman is given pain
in childbearing; the man is to gain a livelihood through the sweat of his brow.
But immediate physical death is postponed. And before even these more limited
judgments are pronounced, God speaks the promise of a coming one who shall
be the deliverer: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise
his heel.”
It seems to me that the fact that God does not actually say “guilty” in his words
to Adam and Eve is of great importance. Had he declared our two parents to be
guilty at that point, judgment in its fullest form must inevitably have followed.
The man and woman would have suffered immediate banishment from God to
hell, and their torment would have been endless. But God did not pronounce
that verdict. He postponed it, as courts sometimes do. And when he pronounced
it later, he did so not on Adam and Eve or their descendants, but on Jesus Christ
who bore the punishment for all who would believe on him as Savior.
If you are in Christ by saving faith, the verdict of guilty that should have been
pronounced on you has been pronounced on Christ. He bore your punishment.
He “descended into hell” in your place. If you are not in Christ, that verdict
remains to be spoken and indeed will be spoken against you at the final judgment.
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J anuary 6

C ain ’ s C urse
G enesis 4:1–16
And now you are cursed.
Genesis 4:11

If you have never come to the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, then you are
somewhat like Cain. You are in danger, and you must flee from it. The Navy in
wartime uses an expression of ships that sail into danger. They are said to be “in
harm’s way.” That is an expression for you, if you are apart from Christ. You are
in harm’s way and you must get back into the safe way before you are lost forever.
There are things that will keep you from it. One is your pride, the very thing
that got Cain into trouble in the first place. Perhaps you turn up your lips in
scorn, thinking such persons weak who would cast everything aside to obtain
God’s kingdom. You would rather go to hell than bow like that. But that is precisely what you will do if you do not lay your pride aside and come to God on
God’s terms.
You may also be held back by hate, though you might not call it that. You
think you are a paragon of virtue, but the very fact that you think so poorly of
Christians should be a warning that all is not right with you and that you are
encumbered with far more irritations and animosities than you imagine. Hate is
a terrible thing. You do not possess it; it possesses you. It is truly the sin crouching
at the door that desires to master the home’s inhabitant.
Again, there are resentment and self-pity. No one likes these things in others,
but no one is so blind to anything as these when they occur in himself or herself.
Cain had killed a man, his own brother. But he was so possessed with resentment
against God and others that he could not see the enormity of his crime and so
actually felt sorry for himself when God punished him with far less of a judgment
than he deserved.
Can you not see this? Can you not sense your danger? Sin is driving you from
God, whom you think to be the cause of your misery. You are failing to see that
he is actually being good to you and that his goodness is given precisely so that it
might lead you to repentance.
Cain, we are told, “went away from the presence of the Lord and settled in
the land of Nod, east of Eden” (v. 16). Do not let it be true of you that you “went
away from the presence of the Lord.” Flee to him and find in him the One you
have needed all along.
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J anuary 7

G race F ound
G enesis 6:5–8
But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.
Genesis 6:8

Not only is sin internal as well as external; not only is it pervasive in that it
affects everything we can possibly think or do. It is also continuous, for in God’s
judgment we all do “only evil continually” (v. 5). From our perspective a statement
like that is almost beyond belief. We would not make it of other people, even the
worst of people. We certainly would not make it of ourselves. But this is God
speaking—God who sees all things and sees the heart—and God is truthful.
Could a blacker picture of the utter depravity of man in his rebellion against
God ever be painted? It is hard to think so. Yet just at this point, when the black
thunderclouds of God’s wrath against human sin are at their most threatening, a
small crack appears. Grace shines through, and the promise of a new day dawns.
The older, Authorized Version says, “Noah found grace.” But whether the
word “grace” or the word “favor” is used to translate the Hebrew term hën, the
significant thing is that this is the first appearance of the idea in the Bible. It is
true, of course, that Adam and Eve also found grace when they sinned; justice
alone would have sent them into outer darkness forever. Seth and Enoch and all
the others found grace. But here for the first time, grace is explicitly mentioned.
Since this is said of a time when the evil of a degenerate race was at its zenith,
it indicates that so long as life lasts, regardless of the extent of the evil, there is
always opportunity to find God’s grace where alone it can be found, namely, in the
work of Jesus Christ in dying for his people’s salvation. Noah may not have known
details about that future work of Christ. But he looked forward to the deliverer
and ordered his life accordingly.
Notice that Noah did not earn grace. Noah found grace. He was willing to
accept God’s judgment on his sinful and rebellious nature and place his hope in
the Savior. It is the same today. We have no claim on God. We have not earned
anything but his just wrath and our eventual destruction. But we can find God’s
grace in Christ.
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C

ome, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
(Isaiah 55:1)
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the Waters captures the power of God’s Word as James Boice preached it and
brings his ministry to life for readers today.”
—Richard D. Phillips, Senior Minister, Second Presbyterian Church,
Greenville

“I have read with great pleasure, and much benefit, Marion Clark’s compendium of the writings of James Montgomery Boice. Dr. Boice was a gifted
theologian and an unusually able preacher, but above all, a gracious man of
God. Marion Clark has brought together some of the riches of Dr. Boice’s
written ministry in these devotional readings, and I enthusiastically commend this new edition of an excellent piece of work. Daily use of it will
enrich your spiritual life.”
—Eric J. Alexander, Author, Our Great God and Saviour
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“The God of grace . . . is revealed in every passage.”
—Paul David Tripp

“Study of the Bible must be
the consuming passion
of a believer’s life.”
So said James Montgomery Boice—
and he practiced what he preached.
Throughout the decades of his faithful
church ministry, Boice devoted himself
to the Word of God for the glory of
God.
This yearlong devotional selects from
the fruit of Dr. Boice’s labor, distilling
his teaching into daily readings that
take you from Genesis to Revelation.
A topical index and a Scripture index
allow you to tailor your reading schedule to your needs.
In the spirit of Boice, the devotions
are not moralistically superficial—
intended to make you a better person.
Instead they are intended to lead you
every day to your only hope: Jesus
Christ, the life-giving Living Water for
your soul.
◆◆◆◆
“In Come to the Waters, long-time colleague and friend Marion Clark gives
us James Montgomery Boice at his
Bible-teaching best. The detailed subject index makes this volume a mindrenewing theological resource as well as
a soul-refreshing devotional treasure.”
—Philip Graham Ryken, President,
Wheaton College

