For GENEVA, theology is not a
puzzle to solve but a landscape to
explore. She sees beauty where
others see rules! Geneva helps the

group see that divine truth is not
only weighty but alive, shimmering
with the warmth of God's own
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presence.

THEO is always thoughtful—lingering
over questions long after others have
moved on. He aches not just to know
about God but to truly know him.
His honesty draws the group deeper.
Through Theo's searching, they
learn that the Spirit meets even the
questioning heart.
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INTROPUCTION

FROM THE SEEP OF RELIGION
TO THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE

Hey everyone! As we turn the page in our illustrated journey through
Calvin's Institutes, let's pause to remember the foundational truths
we learned in the firstissue, Knowing God and Knowing Ourselves.
| can’t wait to see what we'll discover next!

LOOKING BACK

In Book 1, Chapters 1-5, Calvin tackled some pretty massive ques-
tions: Who is God? Who are we? And how can we actually know the
answers? Here's what blew my mind—Calvin said that real wisdom
isn't about cramming your head with facts. It's about understand-
ing two things that are completely connected: knowing God and
knowing yourself.

NEARLY ALL THE WISPOM
WE POSSESS, THAT IS TO SAY,
TRUE AND SOUND WISDOM,

CONSISTS OF TWO PARTS:

THE KNOWLEPGE
OF GOP ANP OF
OURSELVES.

But here's the catch: You can’t really understand yourself without
knowing God first. It's like trying to see your reflection in a dirty
mirror. Only when you hold yourself up against God'’s perfect char-
acter do you suddenly see all your flaws and realize how much you
need him.



Calvin also taught us something fascinating—every single person
has what he called a “seed of religion” planted deep inside them.
It's like God's signature on every human heart. That's why people
everywhere, no matter how isolated, have some sense that God
exists somewhere out there.

TL:ENj;szifA?vF RELIGION" Is

ARENESS o

PIVINELY PLANTED IN THE H;AC?Z?’P,
OF EVERY PERSON.

God shows us who he is through everything he's made. That incred-
ible sunset last night? All those tiny details in a single leaf? The
stars you can see on a clear night? They're all pointing to God's
power and creativity. Paul talks about this in Romans 1:20—how
creation itself shows us God's nature so clearly that we can’t miss
it. As Calvin observes,

JUST AS THE
KNOWLEDPGE OF
GOP IS ENGRAVED
ON EVERY HUMAN
HEART...




UNMISTAKABLE MARKS OF
HIS GLORY ARE ENGRAVED
UPON ALL CREATION.

WHEREVER WE
LOOK, THERE IS NO PART OF 4‘
THIS WORLD—NO MATTER HOW

SMALL—WHERE WE DON'T SEE / Al <
AT LEAST SOME SPARKLE A

OF GOP'S GLORY. ’";s
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WE CANNOT GAZE

UPON THIS BREATHTAKING

% MASTERPIECE OF CREATION
Ml WITHOUT BEING COMPLETELY

AZZLED BY THE BRIGHTNESS
OF GOP'S MAJESTY.
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But there’s a problem. Sin has messed everything up.

SADLY, SIN HAS
CORRUPTEP THE SEED.
INSTEAD OF PROPUCING

GOOP FRUIT, IT NOW
BEARS EVIL FRUIT.

SUPERSTITION,
PRACTICAL ATHEISM,
FALSE ZEAL, AND
HYPOCRISY.

Even though God's fingerprints are everywhere, people either ignore
them or make up their own ideas about what God is like.




WHY CREATION ISN'T ENOUGH

So . .. if God left such obvious clues everywhere, why do people

still miss him? Calvin’s answer is brutal but honest: The problem
isn't God's evidence—it's us.

THE PROBLEM
ISN'T A LACK OF LIGHT
BUT THE PARKNESS AND
CORRUPTION WITHIN THE
HUMAN HEART.

Sin has blinded us to spiritual things. We see proof of them, but we
don’t get what it means.

T EVEN Tl
Ggg's GLZJ gfﬁ;s PEOPLE CAN'T SEE IT
ALL AROUND US BECAUSE SIN HAS BLINDED
! THEIR HEARTS.

That's why creation, despite constantly pointing to God, can't give
us the clear, life-changing knowledge of who God really is and what
he wants from us. If we go only by what we see in nature or feel
in our hearts, we end up with a blurry, confusing picture of God.
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SCRIPTURE CHANGES EVERYTHING

This is where our adventure gets really exciting! In this issue, Calvin
will show us how God reveals himself most clearly—through his
Word, the Bible.

Think about it like this: God revealed his power through creation,
but then he gave us something even better so we could actually
know him personally. Imagine squinting at everything because you
can't see clearly. Then you put on glasses, and everything suddenly
comes into focus. The Bible is our pair of glasses.

Creation is amazing, but it’s like a teacher who can only point at
things without explaining them. In the Bible, God actually speaks
directly to us, telling us his name, his promises, and his plan to
rescue us.

Are you ready to dive into Scripture with Calvin and discover
the most incredible treasure of all—truly knowing God through
his Word?

Let's do this!
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CHAPTER 6

Scripture Is Necessary for a
True Knowledge of God
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HAS REVEALED
HIS MAJESTY TO
ALL THROUGH THE
WONPDERS OF
CREATION...

HE HAS GIVEN
US SOMETHING
EVEN GREATER SO
WE CAN TRULY
KNOW HIM:




CREATION
MR. CALVIN, PISPLAYS ASPECTS
WHY PO WE OF GOP'S POWER AND
NEED THE BEAUTY, BUT THE BIBLE
BIBLE IF GIVES US A MORE
WE HAVE COMPLETE
CREATION?Z PICTURE.

THE BIBLE REVEALS
THE TRUE NATURE OF
GOP ANP TEACHES US CAN YOU PLEASE
WHAT WE NEEP TO EXPLAIN HOW THE
KNOW ABOUT HIM. BIBLE POES THIS?Z

IMAGINE PLACING
A BEAUTIFUL BOOK IN

THEWsEl;tE & FRONT OF SOMEONE WITH
| i
e A e o POOR EYESIGHT
GLASSES. THEY MIGHT SEE

IT'S ABOOK, BUT
THE PETAILS WOULP
REMAIN A BLLR...

...MAKING IT
IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM
TO UNPERSTAND WHAT

IT ACTUALLY SAYS.
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IN THE SAME WAY, SCRIPTURE HELPS US SEE

NOW, PICTURE THEM PUTTING ON A PAIR OF GLASSES.

CLEARLY SO THAT WE CAN UNPERSTAND
THE TRUE NATURE OF GOP.
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INSTANTLY, THEIR VISION SHARPENS,

ANP THEY CAN SEE AND READ CLEARLY.

wWow!

I GET IT NOW—
SCRIPTURE IS LIKE
GLASSES THAT HELP
US SEE EXACTLY
WHO Gop I1s!

CORRECTS OLR
FAULTY ANP CONFUSED
UNPERSTANPING OF GOP
ANDP SHOWS US THE ONE
TRUE GOP AS HE

SCRIPTURE

TRULY IS.
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CREATION IS LIKE A MUTE TEACHER—POINTING TO . R 2 2
GOP'S GLORY, BUT UNABLE TO EXPLAIN IT CLEARLY. . ey - <
. . : ] £

"THE HEAVENS
PECLARE THE
GLORY OF Gop"

(PSALM 19:1), BUT THEY

ARE LIKE A BOOK
WE CAN SEE BUT
NOT READ.




IN SCRIPTURE
GOP OPENS HIS OWN
MOST HOLY LIPS AND

SPEAKS HIS TRUTH
CLEARLY TO US.

" \Visom

Providence

ONLY SCRIPTURE,

THE VERY MOUTH OF GOP,
HELPS US TRULY UNPERSTAND
WHAT CREATION IS TRYING
TO SHOW Us.

THE BIBLE IS A
PRECIOUS GIFT THAT GOP
USES TO GUIPE ANPD INSTRUCT
HIS PEOPLE SO WE CAN TRULY
KNOW HIM.




WE MUST KNOW GOP IN TWO MAIN WAYS:
AS OUR CREATOR ANP OUR REPEEMER.

IN GOP'S WORPD,
HE REVEALS TWO
ESSENTIAL ASPECTS
OF KNOWING HIM.

FIRST, THE BIBLE REVEALS
GOP AS THE CREATOR OF
THE UNIVERSE AND THE RULER
OF ALL THAT HE HAS MADE.

BUT FOR NOW LET'S
FOCUS ON HOW THE BIBLE
NEXT, THE BIBLE TEACHES US THE TRUE
TEACHES US ABOUT GOP KNOWLEPGE OF GOp
AS THE REPEEMER OF THE CREATOR.
HIS PEOPLE.
WE'LL LEARN
MORE ABOUT
THIS LATER.
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THE TRUE KNOWLEPGE OF GOP
IS FOUNP ONLY IN SCRIPTURE.

CALVIN WRITES IN HIS INSTITUTES: THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE HAS
REVEALEP HIMSELF TO US IN SCRIPTURE. SCRIPTURE ALONE PROVIPES THE

TRUE KNOWLEPGE OF GOP ANP PROTECTS US FROM BEING MISLEP BY ERROR.

LONG AGO,
BEFORE GOP'S WORP
WAS WRITTEN POWN, HE
REVEALED HIMSELF
THROUGH VISIONS AND
PIRECT MESSAGES.

THIS IS HOW THE EARLY
FATHERS—ADPAM, NOAH,
ABRAHAM—CAME TO
TRULY KNOW HIM.




WHEN GOP SPOKE
TO HIS PEOPLE, HE GAVE
! THEM FULL ASSURANCE
THAT IT WAS TRULY HIM
SPEAKING TO THEM.

GOP ENGRAVED
HIS TRUTH PEEP IN THEIR \ - &
HEARTS, SO THEY KNEW \ 2 = I KNOW
WITHOUT A POUBT IT WAS = X § WITHOUT A pouBT

TRULY FROM HIM. 2 A z. = THAT GOP HAS
SPOKEN TO ME.

GOP ENTRUSTEPD THEM WITH
THE INCREPIBLE TREASLURE OF
HIS SAVING MESSAGE...




...S50 THEY CoULP
PASS IT ON TO FUTURE
GENERATIONS LIKE US.

GOP SAYS IN
GENESIS 18:19,

Forihave
chosen Abraham, fhflf
he may command his
children and his household
after him to keep the way
of the LORD by doing
righteousness
and justice.

GOP'S WORP WAS

NEVER MEANT FOR

JUST ONE TIME OR
ONE PERSON.

HE WANTED HIS TRUTH TO LAST
FOR EVERY GENERATION—SO HE
HAP IT WRITTEN POWN, TO BE
PRESERVED ANP PASSED ON.

THAT'S WHY GOP HAP
HIS LAW WRITTEN POWN
—NOT JUST TO HELP HIS
PEOPLE REMEMBER

BUT TO PRESERVE
THE CERTAINTY OF HIS
TRUTH FOR EVERY
GENERATION.




LATER,
THE WORPS OF

THE PROPHETS WERE
ADDEPD TO THE LAW.

THE WRITINGS OF
THE NEW TESTAMENT
COMPLETEPD GOP'S
WORP, HIS MESSAGE
FOR US ALL.
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TRULY THE
BIBLE IS ONE
OF THE GREATEST
TREASURES THAT
GOP HAS EVER
GIVEN TO HIS
PEOPLE!

ABSOLUTELY!

THE BIBLE
IS A PRECIOUS
TREASURE.

IT PRESERVES
GOP'S TRUTH FOR
EVERY GENERATION,
SO WE CAN KNOW
AND FOLLOW HIM.




UNLIKE VISIONS,
WHICH COULP BE MISUNPERSTOOP
OR MISUSED, WRITTEN SCRIPTURE
SPEAKS CLEARLY AND UNCHANGINGLY.
IT IS OUR SURE FOUNDATION!

WHILE WE OUGHT TO
MEPITATE ON GOP'S
WORKS IN CREATION AND
PROVIPENCE...

...WE MUST PAY
SPECIAL ATTENTION TO
SCRIPTURE IF WE WANT TO
TRULY KNOW HIM.

TO TRULY KNOW GOP,

WE MUST BE PILIGENT
STUPENTS OF SCRIPTURE.
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WE MUST APPROACH
THE WORP OF GOP
WITH PEEP REVERENCE,

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN PEOPLE
WHEN PEOPLE PON'T LISTEN IGNORE GOP'S WORP,
TO GOP'S WORPZ THEY FORGET HIM,

TURN TO
IPOLS, CREATE
NEW RELIGIONS,

PDISTORT THE

...AND STRAY
FROM GENUINE
FAITH.




"THE BLESSED AND ONLY SOVEREIGN, THE KING OF
KINGS AND LORP OF LORPS, WHO ALONE HAS
IMMORTALITY, WHO PWELLS IN UNAPPROACHABLE
LIGHT, WHOM NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN OR CAN SEE."

-

IFGOP IS
UNAPPROACHABLE,
DOES THAT MEAN WE
CAN'T COME TO HIM
AT ALLZ

THE MAJESTY
AND SPLENDOR
OF Gor ARE LIKE AN
INCOMPREHENSIBLE MAZE
IN WHICH WE WILL EASILY
GET LOST...

WE CANNOT APPROACH
GOP ON OUR OWN. HE MUST
REVEAL HIMSELF TO US THROUGH

HIS WORP BEFORE WE CAN KNOW
HIM ANDP PRAW NEAR TO HIM.
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...UNLESS WE ARE
GUIPEP THROUGH IT
BY THE THREAP OF

GOP'S WORPD.




IF WE ARE
PED BY HIS WORP,

ALL OUR SEARCHING FOR

HIM WILL LEAVE US LOST

AND BLIND TO THE TRUE
KNOWLEPGE OF GOP.

IT IS WISER TO MOVE SLOWLY
AND CAREFULLY ALONG THE

PATH, HOLPING TIGHTLY TO THE
THREAP OF GOP'S WORP...

...THAN TO PASH
RECKLESSLY INTO
ERROR AND RUIN.




THE WEEPS
OF ERROR CAN NEVER BE
UPROOTEP FROM HUMAN
HEARTS...

...UNTIL THE TRUE
KNOWLEPGE OF GOP IS
PLANTEP THERE.

HOW IS THE
KNOWLEPGE OF
GOP PLANTED IN

THE HUMAN

HEARTZ

IT IS PLANTED
IN OUR HEARTS
THROUGH THE
REAPING OF
GOP'S WORPD.

"THE HEAVENS PECLARE
THE GLORY OF GOP, ANP
THE SKY ABOVE PROCLAIMS
HIS HANPIWORK,

DAY TO PAY
POURS OUT SPEECH,
ANP NIGHT TO NIGHT
REVEALS KNOWLEDGE."
(PSALM 19:1-2)

HOWEVER,

EVEN THE MAJESTIC
HEAVENS FALL SHORT OF
FULLY REVEALING ALL THE

RICHNESS OF GOP'S

TRUTH.




SO PAVID
GOES ON TO
CELEBRATE

THE WORP

OF GOP,

SAYING...

WHILE Gop
HAS CLEARLY REVEALED
HIMSELF TO ALL PEOPLE
THROUGH CREATION...

"THE LAW OF
THE LORP IS PERFECT,
REVIVING THE SOUL;

THE TESTIMONY OF
THE LORP IS SURE, MAKING
A WISE THE SIMPLE;

THE PRECEPTS OF
THE LORP ARE RIGHT,
REJOICING THE HEART;

THE COMMANDPMENT
OF THE LORP IS PURE,
ENLIGHTENING THE EYES."

(PSALM 19:7-8)

...THE WORP OF
GOPp 1S THE TRUE
SCHOOL, WHERE THE
CHILPREN OF Gop
ARE TAUGHT —s0
THEY PON'T
JUST LEARN
ABOUT TRUTH
BUT GROW
TO LOVE IT,
LIVE BY IT,
ANP WALK IN
ITS LIGHT.

SCRIPTURE IS
LIKE SPECTACLES BECAUSE OF OUR SIN
THAT HELP US SEE AND WEAKNESS, WE
CLEARLY, CANNOT TRULY KNOW
LIKE A GOLDEN GOP ON OUR OWN...

THREAP THAT GUIPES
US SAFELY,

AND LIKE A
GOOp SCHOoOL
WHERE WE GROW
IN THE LIGHT OF
GOP'S TRUTH.

...UNLESS
WE ARE GUIPED
BY THE LIGHT
OF HIS HOLY
WORP.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

Not only has God revealed his majesty to all through the
wonders of creation, but he has given us the Bible. While
creation displays aspects of God's power and beauty, the
Bible reveals God's true nature and teaches us what we need
to know about him. Itis only through the Word of God, rather
than by creation alone, that we can come to truly know him.

God has revealed through his Word that he is the Creator
of the universe and the Redeemer of his people. The Bible is
a precious treasure that preserves God's saving truth across
generations, enabling us to know and follow him. Scripture
is like spectacles that help us see clearly, a golden thread
that guides us in the true knowledge of God, and a good
school where we grow in the light of God's truth.

Due to human sinfulness and frailty, we cannot truly
know God without the aid of Scripture. The Word of God is
the bedrock of true faith and right understanding of God.
Without it, we are prone to wander into error. As we read
his Word, the knowledge of God takes root in our hearts,
drawing us closer to him and leading us into a true under-
standing of who he is.

QUESTIONS FOR PISCUSSION ANP MEPITATION

1. Can creation tell us everything we need to know about
God? What is it able to tell us? What can’t it tell us?

2. Why does Calvin compare the Bible to a pair of glasses?
Why do we need the glasses of Scripture?




. Why is it important for us to have God's Word written
down in a book?

. According to Calvin, what two essential aspects of God
does Scripture reveal, and why is it important for us to
grasp these aspects to truly understand who God is?

. The Bible is a precious gift from God. Imagine if you didn’t
have the Bible—how would your understanding of God
and the Christian life change without it?

. Why does Calvin emphasize the importance of rever-
ing and diligently studying Scripture? How should we
approach Scripture in order to gain a true knowledge of
God?

. What happens when people do not listen to or follow
God's Word? What dangers arise from ignoring or dis-
torting it?

. Why does Calvin compare God to a maze we can't solve?
How does the Bible help us find our way to knowing God
better?

. How does the Bible reveal God's truth and draw us closer
to him? How can we ensure we follow its teachings in our
daily lives?

. How can the teachings of the Bible guide us when we
want to make decisions in our daily lives?






