
Theo is always thoughtful—lingering 
over questions long after others have 
moved on. He aches not just to know 

about God but to truly know him. 
His honesty draws the group deeper. 

Through Theo’s searching, they 
learn that the Spirit meets even the 

questioning heart.

For Geneva, theology is not a 
puzzle to solve but a landscape to 
explore. She sees beauty where 

others see rules! Geneva helps the 
group see that divine truth is not 

only weighty but alive, shimmering 
with the warmth of God’s own 

presence.  
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IntroductioN

From the Seed of Religion 
to the Light of Scripture

Hey everyone! As we turn the page in our illustrated journey through 
Calvin’s Institutes, let’s pause to remember the foundational truths 
we learned in the first issue, Knowing God and Knowing Ourselves. 
I can’t wait to see what we’ll discover next!

Looking Back
In Book 1, Chapters 1–5, Calvin tackled some pretty massive ques-
tions: Who is God? Who are we? And how can we actually know the 
answers? Here’s what blew my mind—Calvin said that real wisdom 
isn’t about cramming your head with facts. It’s about understand-
ing two things that are completely connected: knowing God and 
knowing yourself.

But here’s the catch: You can’t really understand yourself without 
knowing God first. It’s like trying to see your reflection in a dirty 
mirror. Only when you hold yourself up against God’s perfect char-
acter do you suddenly see all your flaws and realize how much you 
need him.
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Calvin also taught us something fascinating—every single person 
has what he called a “seed of religion” planted deep inside them. 
It’s like God’s signature on every human heart. That’s why people 
everywhere, no matter how isolated, have some sense that God 
exists somewhere out there.

God shows us who he is through everything he’s made. That incred-
ible sunset last night? All those tiny details in a single leaf? The 
stars you can see on a clear night? They’re all pointing to God’s 
power and creativity. Paul talks about this in Romans 1:20—how 
creation itself shows us God’s nature so clearly that we can’t miss 
it. As Calvin observes, 
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But there’s a problem. Sin has messed everything up. 

Even though God’s fingerprints are everywhere, people either ignore 
them or make up their own ideas about what God is like.

9
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Why Creation �sn’t Enough
So . . . if God left such obvious clues everywhere, why do people 
still miss him? Calvin’s answer is brutal but honest: The problem 
isn’t God’s evidence—it’s us. 

Sin has blinded us to spiritual things. We see proof of them, but we 
don’t get what it means.

That’s why creation, despite constantly pointing to God, can’t give 
us the clear, life-changing knowledge of who God really is and what 
he wants from us. If we go only by what we see in nature or feel 
in our hearts, we end up with a blurry, confusing picture of God.

10
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Scripture Changes Everything
This is where our adventure gets really exciting! In this issue, Calvin 
will show us how God reveals himself most clearly—through his 
Word, the Bible.

Think about it like this: God revealed his power through creation, 
but then he gave us something even better so we could actually 
know him personally. Imagine squinting at everything because you 
can’t see clearly. Then you put on glasses, and everything suddenly 
comes into focus. The Bible is our pair of glasses.

Creation is amazing, but it’s like a teacher who can only point at 
things without explaining them. In the Bible, God actually speaks 
directly to us, telling us his name, his promises, and his plan to 
rescue us.

Are you ready to dive into Scripture with Calvin and discover 
the most incredible treasure of all—truly knowing God through 
his Word?

Let’s do this!
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 1. Can creation tell us everything we need to know about 
God? What is it able to tell us? What can’t it tell us?

 2. Why does Calvin compare the Bible to a pair of glasses? 
Why do we need the glasses of Scripture?

Questions for Discussion and Meditation

Not only has God revealed his majesty to all through the 
wonders of creation, but he has given us the Bible. While 
creation displays aspects of God’s power and beauty, the 
Bible reveals God’s true nature and teaches us what we need 
to know about him. It is only through the Word of God, rather 
than by creation alone, that we can come to truly know him. 

God has revealed through his Word that he is the Creator 
of the universe and the Redeemer of his people. The Bible is 
a precious treasure that preserves God’s saving truth across 
generations, enabling us to know and follow him. Scripture 
is like spectacles that help us see clearly, a golden thread 
that guides us in the true knowledge of God, and a good 
school where we grow in the light of God’s truth.

Due to human sinfulness and frailty, we cannot truly 
know God without the aid of Scripture. The Word of God is 
the bedrock of true faith and right understanding of God. 
Without it, we are prone to wander into error. As we read 
his Word, the knowledge of God takes root in our hearts, 
drawing us closer to him and leading us into a true under-
standing of who he is.

Chapter Summary
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 1. Can creation tell us everything we need to know about 
God? What is it able to tell us? What can’t it tell us?

 2. Why does Calvin compare the Bible to a pair of glasses? 
Why do we need the glasses of Scripture?
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	 3.	 Why is it important for us to have God’s Word written 
down in a book?

	 4.	 According to Calvin, what two essential aspects of God 
does Scripture reveal, and why is it important for us to 
grasp these aspects to truly understand who God is?

	 5.	 The Bible is a precious gift from God. Imagine if you didn’t 
have the Bible—how would your understanding of God 
and the Christian life change without it?

	 6.	 Why does Calvin emphasize the importance of rever-
ing and diligently studying Scripture? How should we 
approach Scripture in order to gain a true knowledge of 
God?

	 7.	 What happens when people do not listen to or follow 
God’s Word? What dangers arise from ignoring or dis-
torting it?

	 8.	 Why does Calvin compare God to a maze we can’t solve? 
How does the Bible help us find our way to knowing God 
better?

	 9.	 How does the Bible reveal God’s truth and draw us closer 
to him? How can we ensure we follow its teachings in our 
daily lives? 

	 10.	 How can the teachings of the Bible guide us when we 
want to make decisions in our daily lives?

Read Calvin for Yourself!
Book 1, Chapter 6, Sections 1-4
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