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THE BRILLIANT B!

CIRUT

KCR Editor COCO KHAN visits Bairut to discover the brove new world of contemporary design in the hedonistic

Paris of the Middle Eqs’,

Brirut is a8 compicaled, comples iy, Conflicl
is as much a part of the fandscape as the
Medileranean Sea thad laps &l ils beachas, and
e lowesing mourtans befind . Beirul has
Beseeny Blighted by decades o natonal wars and
mare necenty by frings, homegroen extremists
wresking havoc In the Lebaresa capial chy
Althowgh the govemment have workad tieelasely
o secura and radevalop the cfy into 8 houny
coamopaitan haven (and for the most part hava
baan succassfl), ook ciose encugh and tha
subde reminders are theee = the: bulksthcles in the
wal's; the oocasional bil of barbed wire cordaoning
of a road o & yelto-be-mivedoped bombed
oul building, It is this sublke, barely perceivable
Endon that makes Beind the hedonishc and
crealive melopais @i R makes sense - il
spmething terlble s only ofe moment oy,
ten why not maka this momen? the best it can
pasaibly bed Bakut & selzing the day, and now's
e time to see b

5TAY

We'ra steying &t wo hotels in Beint La
Verdome, and the Phosnida. Though these
sister hoteds aee rum by the same comgany. they
collin't be more difierent, Phosnicia & a grand,
historical bebesnath righl in the heart of the dly
andd with its magrilicen] Balroam and red-carpe]
lined grand stakcase feels a life bbb ke Wes
Andarson’s Grand Budapest Hotel [Grand Belin
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Hatal?) in its interiors. Le Vendome on the ather
hand, is a luxury boulique rumber with views cul
to sea. What's inferesting i that guests are ahiz
[ cxmbine Dt holels senioas in Beipa ke
combinations = having ywour cake and ealing 1o
o speak, Mormaly, if you ‘wan? an inlimale and
boutique hodel exparience you heve to sachifice
certaln things - & swimming pool, & functioning
business cande — but hees, you can just use he
Phicanicia’s senvices when you need tham.

Indeed, you cou'd spend several days esting
in ther werious resteurants. of the tao hotals and
newver foed bored, Them aee sight disfingt eafing
areas in the: Phoenicia and hio in Le Vendoma
(zee the fnod and drink section for detais),
Tegesher you can eat casually, upscale, enjoy
cockiais with light nibbles, and have a child-
Iriendlty Pestaurant experiene,

A |t hackgroumd an e Phoenices = i
cpaned In 1561 which by Berut standards makes
it a hantage holal. I7s achusty made up of thies
towwers. each with s oan entrance. Theee's he
Romen towar, which has a poclside and city view;
the Phcanician towar, which hias bay and poclsida
viaws; end the Rasicerntid Tower which is for
longer stays of sewersl morths 5o is essenlisly
private residence. Tm staying in the Phoenician
toweer, and my room has been designed by
Martin Hubert wha you might know Trom The
Dairchestes. The roams ook conlemmporany whils
respectiul of the Fremch-influenced sivties Beind
atyhe, and of course ane impeccably luxurious by
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Eryone's slanderds.

At and design is cearty a conial part of e
Phiceznicia expeience because i even has iz own
art shop, Viewing fne arl in a halel Space was &
firal foor Lesharon, and on dispiay & a good mic of
Lefanese and inlerfalional amsis, o tacl, as o
Sepiember last year, & stahed to feature in-rocem
video art. Of course, B you don't wan? to by arl
you can ahways buy Mgh-end fashion, jeasls,
hioma cecn and axceptionaly rane cognacs, | did
say il was grand. ..

_THINK

Beinul is having a boom pericd in femms of ifs
design induestry and it shows no signs of slowing
Take a swoll around the showroom of PSLab
= @ cofEd-ipechic design and manufaciong
comparny spedalsing in lighl archileciurs - and
you'l fnd some of the best in commercial bght
seuptune in e ward. This s ®e point: Beints
design scene ten ' just the best s bast in conbesd
of Lebancn arnd ks nelghbours, but ks & contender
to the antine word. U] coma == no surpnisa
hizar PSLeb, though headguarared in Beins,
he= officas in Germany Ialy, Singepore and
Finfard and receniy completed some work with

thez Barbican

Perhaps this is wiy, Bairul Design ‘Week alracls
both press and cdesign fans year alter year
fircidencally, it's bed in Jure which is a perec
time to wigh), Mada Debs, a Beint-based furniture
designer combines the omatensss of Arabic



design with the 5||11p|u|]l of Japanese oo r;||1
1] cepiual fumituee that is proving
a4 b ac e wadd. Her shep IS very much

Forsomething different allogether, Bearul bas
8 burgeaning street an scene, S0 ke 8 wander
through Gemmayze (the Bokemian quaner] to
rcis, t2gs and humcar scrawled achoss

the wals.

EAT AND DRINK
Most reighbourhoods in Beingt have a fum = a
commural bread gwen from which lccals can grab
a mana'pesh, a flal beead ‘with foppings a bit ke
a pizza, or more chasely a Turkish pide. Yo
pick fhete up for meee pennies, Treshly
o horme-made reoipes with |Beral use of Zaatar,
Siree foced is plentiul here, S0 keep an ey ol o
shawarma-lke wiaps from cars or respensie
cuinges, and griled vegetabls kahabs,

Lhtl.:l"url also rldh .req. gLﬂEI LII'r::l‘l" fair

& v.'andn-ﬂul winary
51 @ fow hours from Being, [€SIR has
win awards on an inkernaticnal

than & benne

Far an upmarkel ealing epenenc: we
didnT reed B0 lese our holel, Eaw de % in
the Phoenicla ks & decadent, exiravagan wanue
sanving wagyL boaf, labeter, fine ports and dinner

e
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cigars with 3 bay view thal could cnly Be rivalled
Bry Syirey's - e reshairant in Le Yendome with
wiaws cuer 1he Camiche.

The Phoenkia's recendy cpemad Amathysie
I the ambodiment of Beruts uniquely laldback
lusury - & cockiail bar by the pocl, kinad out in
baach kunge furniure Iﬂ"ETE'E- aan & FWEYINg
bad sized hammock], st can anjoy an
ewering cockiail and dis hr until mmickrighl,

For the group who can't decide what they
want, Mosaic in the Phoenicia has live cocking
shadcrs Trom araund he world %o you oan
gobeind wia your Gsiebuds, Bul f Balan o
Japanase s whal you'ne a%er then heee's Catle
Mande and Wak Wok respectively loe.

MIGHTLIFE

Badrut ks the party caphal of Morh Africa and
tha Emirates, end can aasly rval & numksr of
Ewropesn perty capias (Bagrade alc) in erms
of whe it atiracis from the inkernabiona cubbing
scene. Parly by the b , ar one of Bainds
many sky bars (we had a bast &t White), calch
some five music 8% DIME or for scmething a bil
hipper, with & gemenus delkap of echna, theres
ahays & good fime o be had at BOTE, Far thass
ol yew ine euphania, it ks a oo el opens up
when the sun cames cut.
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‘It is this

subtle, harely

perceivable

tension that

makes Beirut
the hedonistic
and creative
metropolis
it is...”
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