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WHAT A CONCEPT!

by: Mary D'Eliso - Librarian/IB Coordinator

Central to our IB Primary Years Program is the principle that facts and skills are
framed by broad concepts. These concepts are essential to higher level thinking
skills and help students to connect their learning to significant global issues. The

concepts also promote deeper understanding across the curriculum.

IB identifies two types of concepts. The “related concepts” come from topics and
subject areas. Examples are many, and include concepts such as systems,
relationships, adaptation, and resources. It is easy to see how terms like these can

span across the subject areas and special areas.

The key concepts are seven terms identified by IB. They are: form, function,
causation, change, connection, perspective, and responsibility. This crucial element
of the curriculum helps students learn that there are many ways to approach a
topic. To illustrate the point, let’s take the topic of the rainforest and see how the
inquiry might be framed.

Form: What is it like? Where is the rainforest? What plants grow there? What

animals live there?

Function: How does it work? How do the elements in the rainforest ecosystem

function together? What does the rainforest provide for the planet?

Causation: Why is it like this? What weather factors cause a rainforest? What
motivates people to study the rainforest? What have been some of the

consequences of human action?
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Change: How is it changing? How have plant and animal species adapted to
survive in the rainforest? What weather cycles are present? How has the

rainforest changed throughout time and in recent years?

Connection: How is it connected to other things? What are interdependent
relationships in the rainforest? How is the rainforest connected to our trip to the

grocery store?

Perspective: What are the points of view? How do the perspectives of business
and environmentalists differ? How do local and global opinions and ideas about

the rainforest differ?

Responsibility: What is our responsibility? What partnerships are developing to

protect the rainforest’s indigenous species? What can the average person

anywhere in the world do to support the survival of the rainforest?
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Our Second International Baccalaureate (IB) Unit is How We Express Ourselves. It is
an inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature,
culture, beliefs and values: the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our
creativity: our appreciation of the aesthetic.

Hindenganlen

Kindergarten's International Baccalaureate Unit is Who We
Are. We are looking at how our senses help us explore and
experience the world. We have researched how we can use
our senses to learn about ourselves. We have used our senses
to explore the natural world around us and we are looking at
how our senses are affected for the differently abled.




We are just starting our second IB Theme: Where

We Are in Place and Time. Our central idea is:
People and places change over time. We will spend
the first two weeks with inquiry into maps and
geography. Our inquiry focus will then switch to
studying the past, present, and future. We will make
timelines to illustrate changes over time in many
areas. The unit will conclude with activities about
the history of the Pilgrims and the First
Thanksgiving.
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What does it mean to vote? Second graders are
ﬂ starting to explore this concept in our second IB Theme
transdisciplinary theme: Who We Are. Our central idea
is the elective process is a right, and our decisions are
i influenced by our beliefs and values. We begin by
talking about how our school is a great school, but as
good as it is, how can we make it better? Students will
\ investigate the importance of leaders in a community.
They will learn about the rights and responsibilities of
/ citizens in the community in which they live as well as
n their school community. They will learn about the
voting process and get an introduction into the meaning
of democracy. Each classroom will conclude this unit of
inquiry by having an election.
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Reasons

why the IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) is ideal
for students to become active, lifelong learners

® Understanding a L ?-Iﬁ
= _ complex and s
It encourages lnterc‘:reogcl-:eéldent PYP students
StUdents to ianire PYP students create meaning for are conﬁdent
themselves and build understanding Com munlcato I'S

The PYP fosters natural curiosity and
learning in creative, supportive and
collaborative environments.

through exploring real-world issues.
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PYP students learn to communicate
in a variety of ways and in more
than one language.

Learning how
to learn
PYP students work collaboratively
with teachers and other students
to plan, present and assess their
‘own learning.
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Seeing things from
different perspectives

It encourages
international-mindedness

PYP students use critical and creative - 4 Collaboration and understanding of their

thinking to develop knowledge, e own and other cultures are an important

understanding and skills within and 3-\1 focus of the PYP — students learn how to
\ be respectful and open-minded.

across subject areas. |

Students take
action

PYP students believe they are able to grow and
succeed. They make appropriate choices and
take responsibility for their actions.

Caring and |
responsible e )

citizens (7 ;l

Students can express ideas and
op'lr_zions, and they can propose .
solutions that make a difference in It lnvolves the whole
school learning
community

their lives and the lives of others.
Together we celebrate our common ,\‘

humanity and the belief that education can
help to build a better and more peaceful
world.
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Thinking about
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Issues
Creative learning gives students the
agility and imagination to respond to

new and unexpected challenges and
opportunities in a in

> inities | ingly
globalized and uncertain world.

: Based on IB research. www.ibo.org/research
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