
To keep our community informed, here is the latest update about things happening around the

District, including important dates to remember.

During the organizational meeting of the Board of Education on Tuesday, January 7, 2025, the Board

of Education elected its new officers for 2025. Andrew West is president, and Amy Smoyer is vice

president. West stated, “I’d like to thank the Board of Education for nominating and electing me to

the position of president for 2025. I look forward to serving the District, its students, staff, and

voters for the (2025) year.”

Outgoing president Jeanne Pritchard added, “I’m very grateful that the community supported our

levy, which allows us to continue our goal of providing a top-notch educational experience for our

students. Our tremendous staff works hard to provide the best education for all students.”

The current Board of Education members are Andrew West, Amy Smoyer, Joe Nichols, Rebecca

Parkhurst, and Jeanne Pritchard. In addition to their service on the Board, members serve on

several state, local, Board of Education, and District committees. At the state level, they serve as

delegates at the Ohio School Board Association’s Annual Meeting. Local committees include the

Recreation Center Advisory Board and the Advisory Commission on Communication Enhancement



Support Services (A.C.C.E.S.S.). Board members serve as appointees on the Curriculum and

Instruction Committee, Facilities Committee, Finance Committee, Policy Committee, and Business

Advisory Committee. Andrew West and Jeanne Pritchard will serve on the Medina County Career

Center Board.

Andrew West

Board of Education President

Amy Smoyer

Board of Education Vice

President

Medina City Schools' annual Community Pancake Breakfast and

Spotlight on Students is this Saturday, January 25, 2025, from 8:00

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the main cafeteria at Medina High School, 777

E. Union Street. Enjoy a delicious breakfast of pancakes, bacon,

syrup, milk, juice, coffee, tea, and hot chocolate.

Tickets:

$5 per person available for purchase online here. Tickets are

also available at both Medina Buehler’s locations from January

6, 2025, to January 25, 2025.

FREE for senior citizens aged 60 and older.

Event Highlights:

Student Artwork Showcase: Artwork from students across all grade levels will feature works

of art from elementary through high school.

Live Student Performances: Entertainment will be held on the Performing Arts Center’s main

stage from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Performance Schedule:

9:00 AM–9:15 AM: Canavan Elementary Glee Club

9:15 AM–9:30 AM: Northrop Elementary

9:30 AM–9:45 AM: Waite Elementary

9:45 AM–10:00 AM: Blake Elementary

10:00 AM–10:15 AM: Fenn Elementary 5th Grade Winter Performance

10:15 AM–10:30 AM: Northrop Elementary Poetry Reading

https://medinabees.hometownticketing.com/embed/event/779
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TtmLWPxiRTjsSKs3UGTEbDg7peSxp0K6/view?usp=sharing


10:30 AM–10:45 AM: Sparkle Cheerleaders

11:30 AM–12:00 PM: Medina High School Encore Entertainment Company

This event is made possible by the sponsors- Borden, Buehler's Fresh Foods, Discount Drug Mart,

Huntington Bank, and Walmart.

Proceeds:

All net proceeds from ticket sales will benefit the Medina City Schools Foundation, supporting

programs and services for students and staff, including the Joyce B. Ebner Tutoring Center located

at Medina High School.

About the Medina City Schools Foundation

Established in 1984, the Medina City Schools Foundation is dedicated to enhancing educational

opportunities for students in the Medina City School District. An independent 501(c)(3) non-profit

organization, the Foundation collaborates with teachers and staff to fund programs that directly

benefit students. Its initiatives are powered by generous contributions from the community and

proceeds from fundraising events.

For more information about the event or the Foundation, please visit www.medinabees.org.

Prepare for an exciting night of music, dance, and unforgettable

performances at the 51st annual S.P.i.C.E. Talent Show, which will

take place on January 24th and 25th at 7 p.m. on the Performing

Arts Center main stage. This long-standing Medina High School

tradition, which began as a variety show in the '70s, showcases the incredible talent of students

and staff and offers a diverse lineup of performances that are sure to entertain.

This year’s show features approximately 55 performers across 16 musical and dance numbers.

Stardusters, the Medina High School Jazz Band, and Paper Jam, the Medina High School faculty

band, will only give a memorable performance on Friday night. The show promises to be a 90-

minute experience full of energy and creativity.

Ticket Information:

General Admission: $10 for adults, $5 for students and senior citizens.

Tickets can be purchased online through the Performing Arts Center website at

www.medinabees.org or at the door the night of the event. Proceeds from ticket sales support

Medina High School Drama productions and the Drama Club Scholarship Fund.

In addition to the evening performances, Medina High School students and staff will have the

opportunity on January 24th a 45-minute version of the show. Students can purchase tickets for $3

during lunch on January 22nd and 23rd. Proceeds will support Medina High School scholarships.

http://www.medinabees.org/
http://www.medinabees.org/


Emcees for the Show:

Gracie Rupelli, Kyra Nemec, Payton Petrey, Reese Goldmeier, Lucas Campbell, and Renee

Tomasheski will guide you through the night with their energy and charisma.

Featured Performers:

Stardusters, under the direction of Mr. Jason Locher, will bring their smooth jazz sounds to the

stage. Performers include Hailey Getz, Jessica Wallick, Lauren Block, and more.

Student performers include Jayden Tripphahn, Brigid Weber, Celeste Clausing, and many

others, showcasing an impressive range of musical and dance talent.

The Paper Jam faculty band, featuring Medina High School staff members, will perform on

Friday night only, adding an extra layer of excitement to the show.

Crew:

The behind-the-scenes crew, including Marcas Gallagher, Monica Horschler, Emma Stankovich, and

others, work tirelessly to bring the show to life, ensuring a seamless experience.

A Tradition 50+ Years in the Making:

The S.P.i.C.E. Talent Show first premiered in the '70s as a variety show and has since become a

beloved tradition at Medina High School, with each year bringing fresh talent and new excitement

and continues to provide a platform for creative expression and a celebration of the arts.

Kindergarten registration for the 2025-2026 school year will open on

February 1, 2025. For more information, please email registration

@medinabees.org or call 330.636.3100.

Northrop Elementary third-grade students are proving that even the

smallest advocates can make a big impact. Under the guidance of

their teacher, Tiffany Boza, the students have embarked on a

meaningful project called "Lights for Lions." This initiative

supports the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo's recycling program, which

aims to repurpose old holiday lights to help save lions and their

habitats.

“Our students have been so passionate about this cause,” said

Tiffany Boza. “They’ve not only embraced the project but also

gone above and beyond to involve the entire community.”

mailto:registration@medinabees.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U3vFhKz47U6Uc05VEPAW-brDiJ1pJ4Fd/view?usp=sharing


The third graders have been working diligently to spread awareness, using posters, skits,

slideshows, and even presentations during the school's Morning Motivator to share their progress

and encourage participation. Their enthusiasm has been met with an incredible response. So far,

the students have collected an impressive 542 strings of lights. To track their progress, the

students created detailed data collection charts as part of this deeper learning experience.

The collection will continue until February 7, and donations are still welcome. After school on

February 7, the collected lights will be hand delivered to the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, wrapping

up their project with an act of service that will directly contribute to lion conservation efforts. Boza

stated, “This is about more than just recycling—it’s about empowering our students to believe that

they have the power to create positive change in the world.”

Medina High School proudly celebrates the success of four

talented students in this year’s Scholastic Art Awards competition:

Addison Dressel – Gold Key

Calista Harden – Silver Key

Jay Milewski – Honorable Mention

Leah Andrews – Honorable Mention

Gold and Silver Key winners Addison and Calista will have their

artwork featured in the Regional Exhibition at the Kent State Stark Campus Fine Arts Building from

January 13th to 29th, with an awards ceremony on January 25th to honor regional winners and

announce scholarships.

Addison’s Gold Key entry will also advance to the national level, competing for top honors among

the nation’s best student artists.



Team Mates-Silver Key

Calista Harden

Metamorphosis-

Honorable Mention
Jay Milewski

Naptime-Honorable

Mention
Leah Andrews

The Medina City Schools Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony will be

on Friday, March 14, 2025, at The Blair Center in Westfield at 6:00

PM. To purchase tickets, click here. The deadline to RSVP is

Thursday, March 6, 2025.

We will celebrate:

Class of 2023

Greg Newkirk

Frank Shotwell

Jessica Toocheck

Scott Tuchek

Class of 2024

Sam Chester

Dr. Brian Huber

The Late Jim Gowe

Rob Harvilla

Austin Schreiber

Congratulations to Medina High School seniors Anna Holthouse

and Madeleine Russell, January Students of the Month.

Anna is an exemplary student whose dedication and

accomplishments inspire peers and teachers. Known for her dependability and trustworthiness,

she is the go-to person for group projects and responsibilities. Anna’s sense of humor effortlessly

lightens the mood, creating a positive atmosphere wherever she goes.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScJypaMH15bWTvkBF36ET73cWdUvzc8rCs8g5T7hr0zXnYo3Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScJypaMH15bWTvkBF36ET73cWdUvzc8rCs8g5T7hr0zXnYo3Q/viewform


Anna’s rigorous academic schedule includes Advanced Placement (AP), Honors, and College

Credit Plus (CCP) courses. She has earned the Medina High School Academic Distinction Award

Summa Cum Laude during her freshman, sophomore, and junior years. A proud member of the

Medina High School National Honor Society, Key Club, and HUDDLE, Anna also serves as

secretary of the Medina Musical Bees and is a Clarinet Section Leader.

Beyond academics, Anna is a standout athlete on the Medina High School Winter and Spring Track

Team, excelling as a shot put and discus thrower. She was a 2024 MHS Homecoming Court

member and has participated in the Science Olympiad since third grade, now serving as this year’s

captain.

A dedicated Girl Scout of 12 years, Anna contributes as a program aide at Highland Day Camp. She

is also an Honoree in the 67th Medina County Spring Leadership Ball, supporting Feeding Medina

County, and serves as President of Luther League at St. Matthew’s Church.

Anna plans to attend university to pursue a degree in Environmental Science. She is the daughter

of Mike and Kris Holthouse.

Madeleine’s commitment to excellence is evident in her academic achievements and drive to

succeed. Her quick wit and thoughtful humor leave a lasting impression, while her dedication to

serving others highlights her leadership potential.

Madeleine’s demanding academic schedule includes Advanced Placement (AP), College Credit Plus

(CCP), and Honors courses. She earned the Medina High School Academic Distinction Award

Summa Cum Laude in her sophomore and junior years and Magna Cum Laude as a freshman. She

is a proud member of the National Honor Society and HUDDLE.

Madeleine is an accomplished athlete and a four-year Medina High School Varsity Swim and Dive

Team member, serving as team captain this year. She has been a Girl Scout since 2013 and actively

volunteers at the Joyce B. Ebner Tutoring Center as a Spanish peer tutor and at local animal

shelters.

Outside of school, Madeleine works as a lifeguard at the Medina Rec Center, babysits, and dog-

sits. Her plans include attending college to study Astrophysics. She is the daughter of James and

Monica Russell.

This February, Celeste Clausing, a talented freshman at Medina High School, will take the stage at

the prestigious Carnegie Hall in New York City. Celeste was selected for the Honors Performance

Series, an elite program that brings together exceptional young musicians from across the globe.

Her selection, particularly as a freshman, is a remarkable achievement that highlights her vocal

talent.

Nominated by her private voice teacher earlier this school year, Celeste was chosen from a

competitive pool of 20,000 international applicants, with fewer than 600 students earning a spot in



the program. On February 9, 2025, she will join other high school

vocalists worldwide for a performance in front of a live audience

of thousands.

The Honors Performance Series at Carnegie Hall is a prestigious

opportunity to recognize the best young musicians. Celeste’s

inclusion at a young age speaks volumes about her dedication,

skill, and promise as an artist.

The second episode of the Medina City School's podcast-The Hive:

Bee in the Know-Stories from Medina City Schools has been

released. In this episode, we hear from Helping Hands Preschool

principal Heather Mix, teachers Christina Heintz and Jenny Ulmer,

and a Helping Hands parent on the programs and services offered

at the preschool which is housed at the former Heritage Elementary

building. To listen, click here. Other episodes are available on the district's YouTube channel or

where you get your podcasts.

Local videographer Miles Reed assembled a documentary about

Garfield School for the community to enjoy. To view, click here.

During the January 3rd boys' basketball game, the winner of the

Medina Athletic Boosters 2024 Car Raffle was announced with Dave

Byers accepting the keys to a new 2024 Chevy Trax courtesy of

Serpentini Chevy in Medina.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OrFncFNISnk&t=37s
https://www.youtube.com/@MedinaCitySchoolsBeeTV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sm25vSn5seg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sm25vSn5seg










Save the date for these upcoming district events.

Saturday, January 25, 2025: MCS Community Pancake Breakfast

& Spotlight on Students. Medina High School Main Cafeteria, 777 E.

Union Street. 8:00 AM-12:00 PM. Seniors 60+ free. To purchase

tickets, click here.

March 3-March 31, 2025: Medina County Student Art Show: A Celebration of Youth Art Month.

Medina County student works of art on display in businesses and restaurants in and around

Medina's Historic Square during regular business hours.

May 22, 2025: Strings in the Park: Uptown Park (rain location the Medina Performing Arts Center)

12:00 PM-1:00 PM. Pack a lunch and bring your chair to listen to the amazing sounds of the Medina

High School Orchestra.

Medina City Schools Minute
For more information visit www.medinabees.org

https://medinabees.hometownticketing.com/embed/event/779


https://www.facebook.com/MedinaCitySchools
https://www.twitter.com/MCSComm1
https://www.instagram.com/medinacityschools

