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September 22, 2023 

 
Dear Montgomery Blair High School Families, 

 

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to inform you about a serious incident that occurred at our 

school. It is important to address this matter promptly and transparently, as we believe that open 

communication between the school and parents is essential in creating a safe and inclusive environment 

for our students. 

 

One of our students reported witnessing a distressing incident during our lunch period. A group of 

students were observed outside filming themselves performing an antisemitic salute. We take this incident 

seriously, as it goes against our school's core values of respect, tolerance, and inclusion. A report was 

made to the Montgomery County Police, and we are conducting thorough investigations to understand the 

motivations behind this behavior and to prevent any future incidents. 

 

We have and will continue to have zero tolerance for hate/biased speech or gestures. Our Board of 

Education policy and MCPS regulations expressly prohibit the use of language, images, or symbols that 

promote hatred. Furthermore, we expect every member of our school community, both students and staff, 

to treat one another with respect and dignity, regardless of their personal characteristics or differences. 

 

We understand that this incident may be deeply concerning to you, as it is to us. We want to assure you 

that we are committed to addressing this matter and using it as an opportunity for education and growth. 

We encourage you to discuss this incident with your child and emphasize the importance of respect and 

inclusivity in our diverse society. We have included resources below for you.  

 

Please feel free to reach out to your child’s counselor or administrator if you have any questions. We 

value your partnership and appreciate your support in fostering a safe and inclusive environment for all 

students. A caring, supportive, and safe school community is the Blair way. 

 

Resources: 

• Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 

• Teaching Materials on Antisemitism and Racism 

• Resources to Address and Challenge Antisemitism | ADL 

• Antisemitism Today 

• Policies and Regulations: Detail - Montgomery County Public Schools, Rockville, MD 

 

Sincerely, 

Renay Johnson 

Principal 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fdepartments%2Fpolicy%2Fdetail.aspx%3FrecID%3D8%26policyID%3DACA%26sectionID%3D1&data=05%7C01%7CShelton_Mooney%40mcpsmd.org%7C6706c0a00433447492e908db6ba88e72%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638222143929068725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DA6mZkDiZC%2B41ada3gY%2FgHTeQ%2BgtFb6ThvDPzoKwsbs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fdepartments%2Fpolicy%2Fdetail.aspx%3FrecID%3D8%26policyID%3DACA%26sectionID%3D1&data=05%7C01%7CShelton_Mooney%40mcpsmd.org%7C6706c0a00433447492e908db6ba88e72%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638222143929068725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DA6mZkDiZC%2B41ada3gY%2FgHTeQ%2BgtFb6ThvDPzoKwsbs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.adl.org/
https://www.ushmm.org/teach/teaching-materials/antisemitism-racism
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/resources-to-address-and-challenge-antisemitism
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/antisemitism-today
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fdepartments%2Fpolicy%2Fdetail.aspx%3FrecID%3D8%26policyID%3DACA%26sectionID%3D1&data=04%7C01%7CKara_J_Peoples%40mcpsmd.org%7Cf622d02b05a44c0a148008da1350c11e%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C637843534813431554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=FGXLKFVFlAbBSJlO7l%2F%2FyRkb1HBP19stQaHTSDFLouU%3D&reserved=0

