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Vision:

Nichols Middle School will
develop our students into global
problem-solvers by engaging in
rigorous critical inquiry,
collaboration, and shifting our
thinking into a growth mindset.

Mission:

Nichols Middle School is a
collaborative learning community
centered in instructional equity,
engaging in creativity, critical
thinking and resilience, supporting
one another to this end.

May 5, 2022

Dear Nichols Community,

| wanted to take this opportunity to inform you of a concerning
situation that transpired in our community. Earlier today we
learned of an alleged sexual assault of a Nichols Middle School
student. While the alleged incident did involve other Nichols
students, this did NOT happen on school property or during school
hours. It was also brought to administrator attention that there is a
video currently circulating among students related to the incident.

Upon learning of this allegation, an investigation was immediately
launched which included speaking with all students potentially
involved and their families. Given the nature of the situation, the
Evanston Police Department was called to the school to support the
investigation. This included an officer coming to the building.

Unfortunately, during the discussion between district
administrators and one of the students allegedly involved, the
student became extremely verbally upset. Despite staff attempts to
safely de-escalate the situation, the student became physically
aggressive and a district staff member was injured. As a result,
additional officers were called to the school to support. It was
deemed necessary to temporarily put the student in handcuffs to
prevent any further injury to school staff and police officers. An
ambulance was eventually called to take the student to the hospital
to ensure they could receive the proper care and support.

During this time the school was temporarily placed on a Secure &
Teach (or soft lockdown) as a precautionary measure to help
ensure safety and in an effort to maintain the privacy of the
students involved. The Secure & Teach only lasted about 15
minutes and daily operations resumed as normal.

Please know that the alleged sexual assault is considered a police
matter since it happened off school grounds and outside of school
hours, and is currently under investigation by the Evanston Police
Department. Our school and district will fully cooperate and
provide support to the police investigation to the greatest extent
possible. To maintain the integrity of the investigation and protect
the privacy of the students and families, there are no additional
details that can be shared at this time.


https://www.district65.net/Nichols

Our primary concern at this time is to support the students
involved and their families after such a concerning incident. In
addition, we know this news will impact our community and it's
important that we can help everyone in processing and addressing
any concerns for safety.

In addition to our school-based team, additional district mental
health services and support will be available for students and staff
tomorrow and as long as needed. If support is needed, we
encourage individuals to reach out to a trusted member of our
administrative team or student services staff.

We know this news is extremely upsetting. Nothing is more
important than the safety of all members of our school community.
We will continue to work as a team to identify next steps and
additional support so that students all feel safe and welcome at
Nichols and can fully focus on their education. Any updates will be
sent to our community. Thank you for your understanding and
support.

Sincerely,

Marcus Wright, Principal



Estimada comunidad de Nichols,

Queria aprovechar esta oportunidad para informarles sobre una
situacion preocupante que ocurrid en nuestra comunidad. Hoy
temprano nos enteramos de una supuesta agresion sexual de un
estudiante de la escuela secundaria Nichols. Si bien el presunto
incidente involucré a otros estudiantes de Nichols, esto NO sucedié
en la propiedad escolar ni durante el horario escolar. También se
sefalo a la atencidon del administrador que actualmente circula un
video entre los estudiantes relacionado con el incidente.

Al enterarse de esta acusacion, se inicié de inmediato una
investigacion que incluyd hablar con todos los estudiantes
potencialmente involucrados y sus familias. Dada la naturaleza de
la situacion, se llamo al Departamento de Policia de Evanston a la
escuela para apoyar la investigacién. Esto incluy6 a un oficial que
venia al edificio.

Desafortunadamente, durante la discusién entre los
administradores del distrito y uno de los estudiantes
supuestamente involucrados, el estudiante se molesté mucho
verbalmente. A pesar de los intentos del personal por reducir la
situacién de manera segura, el estudiante se volvié fisicamente
agresivo y un miembro del personal del distrito resultd herido.
Como resultado, se llamé a oficiales adicionales a la escuela para
apoyar. Se considerd necesario esposar temporalmente al
estudiante para evitar mas lesiones al personal de la escuelay a los
agentes de policia. Finalmente, se llamé a una ambulancia para
llevar al estudiante al hospital y asegurarse de que pudiera recibir
la atencién y el apoyo adecuados.

Durante este tiempo, la escuela se colocé temporalmente en
Secure & Teach (o bloqueo suave) como medida de precaucion
para ayudar a garantizar la seguridad y en un esfuerzo por
mantener la privacidad de los estudiantes involucrados. Secure &
Teach solo durd unos 15 minutos y las operaciones diarias se
reanudaron con normalidad.

Tenga en cuenta que la supuesta agresion sexual se considera un
asunto policial ya que ocurrio fuera de la escuela y fuera del
horario escolar, y actualmente esta siendo investigada por el
Departamento de Policia de Evanston. Nuestra escuela y distrito
cooperaran plenamente y brindaran apoyo a la investigacion
policial en la mayor medida posible. Para mantener la integridad de
la investigacion y proteger la privacidad de los estudiantes y las
familias, no hay detalles adicionales que puedan compartirse en
este momento.



Nuestra principal preocupacién en este momento es apoyar a los
estudiantes involucrados y sus familias después de un incidente tan
preocupante. Ademas, sabemos que esta noticia afectara a nuestra
comunidad y es importante que podamos ayudar a todos a
procesar y abordar cualquier inquietud sobre seguridad.

Ademas de nuestro equipo basado en la escuela, habra servicios y
apoyo adicionales de salud mental del distrito disponibles para los
estudiantes y el personal mafana y durante el tiempo que sea
necesario. Si se necesita apoyo, alentamos a las personas a
comunicarse con un miembro de confianza de nuestro equipo
administrativo o personal de servicios estudiantiles.

Sabemos que esta noticia es extremadamente perturbadora. Nada
es mas importante que la seguridad de todos los miembros de
nuestra comunidad escolar. Continuaremos trabajando en equipo
para identificar los proximos pasos y apoyo adicional para que
todos los estudiantes se sientan seguros y bienvenidos en Nichols y
puedan concentrarse completamente en su educacion. Cualquier
actualizacion sera enviada a nuestra comunidad. Gracias por su
comprensién y apoyo.

Sinceramente,

Marcus Wright,Director



