
8th Grade Newsletter

ELAR:  Tori Sdao tsdao@LPSFrisco.com   
We are now on our second unit of the year focusing on Literary Fiction 
and Non-fiction. The students were introduced to a literary non-fiction 
piece this week to go along with our novel. It is a short memoir by the 
author Gordon Korman. In this unit we are focusing on literary elements 
such as conflict, flashbacks, and theme. All of my classes are a few 
chapters into THE OUTSIDERS. Students have vocabulary graphic 
organizers and reading response sheets to work on as they read. 
Please check Google Classroom and ensure that your child is keeping 
up with classwork. There is a Daily Agenda that will tell you exactly 
what we are working on each day. Ask your child to show it to you!
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SS: Christyn Gossett cgossett@LPSFrisco.com 
During this unit, students examine the causes for European 
exploration and colonization, including the establishment of British 
colonies in the Americas, how the physical geography of America 
affected colonial development, about the religious and social 
patterns of the colonies, and the establishment of representative 
governments in the colonies. Students will also evaluate the impact 
of the Mayflower Compact, the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, 
and the Virginia House of Burgesses on the growth of 
representative government. 

Math: Courtney Ferrari cferrari@LPSFrisco.com 
8th Grade Math: We will complete Unit 2 - Statistics, and begin 
Unit 3 - One-Variable Expressions, Equations, and Inequalities. 
Algebra I: We will complete Unit 1 - Expressions, Equations, and 
Inequalities, then begin Unit 2 - Intro. to Functions.
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Science: Stephanie Catalan scatalan@LPSFrisco.com 
Unit 1: Student expectations address elements, compounds, 
mixtures, acids and bases, and properties of water. Students 
will explore concepts by modeling the structure of elements, 
compounds, and mixtures; describing properties of water; and 
comparing and contrasting properties of acids and bases.
“The meeting of two personalities is like the contact of two 
chemical substances: if there is any reaction, both are 
transformed.”
― Carl Gustav Jung

Electives
PE: Alex Percival apercival@LPSFrisco.com     
Students will be learning basic rules and skills of basketball. They will also be learning about 
fitness concepts, including cardiovascular endurance. 

Band: Michael Stone mstone@LPSFrisco.com 
Middle School Band is busy preparing for the Winter Concert on Thursday, December 12, 2024, 
at 6PM.  Also, talented individual musicians will start work on the ATSSB Middle School All 
Region Band Auditions, which will take place on December 6, 2024, at Celina HS.

AACTC: Raymond Jaksa rjaksa@LPSFrisco.com 
Students will be able to understand, evaluate, and apply the principles of commercial 
photography by demonstrating knowledge of photographic composition and layout and 
evaluating photographs using principles of art and critical-thinking skills. 

Fundamentals of Computer Science: Raymond Jaksa rjaksa@LPSFrisco.com 
Students can create and publish a functional web page using HTML and CSS, incorporating 
design principles for effective user interfaces. 

Theatre: Brianna Lewallen blewallen@LPSFrisco.com 
We will be finishing up Mime and moving into learning stage directions and blocking. Which will 
lead us into scene and character analysis work where will incorporate blocking, body language, 
and characterization. Auditions for our fall play September 11 and 12 in the theatre room at 5pm. 
More information can be found at the theatre call board soon!

Art: Brooklyn Houston bhouston@LPSFrisco.com 
To kick off September, the students will be expanding on what we have been learning about 
ways to use line and shape to create a variety of drawings. They will begin learning about the 
significance that shapes have in the word as symbols and icons. Which will all lead up to a 
symbolism project at the end of the month!
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Reminders/Important Info
- Stay up to date with LPS Activities by checking out their 

Calendar that is on the LPS Website! Linked here. 
- Please check the Big Rocks Calendar for due dates and 

school events! This is in your child’s Google Calendar. 
- Please refer to the Parent/Student Handbook.
- If your child has not finished any MAP test or class 

quizzes/tests please have your child attend tutoring!
- Please check your child’s chromebook. They should NOT be 

taking the case off. Nothing should be touching the 
computer except for the case. Any stickers need to be ON 
the case. No wrappers, sticky notes, or pictures should be 
under the case.

- Student Ascender Portal Linked Here (To See Grades!)
- Parent Ascender Portal Linked Here (To See Grades!)

- Please read the Helper Helper guidelines in the Parent 
Student Handbook (pp.87-90).

- If your student is new to LPS this year, then please have them 
send their full name and grade from their school email 
address to helperhelper@lpsfrisco.net. When the student’s 
Helper Helper account is set up then they will receive an 
email to their school email account from 
info@helperhelper.com with a temporary password. 

- Questions? Please email helperhelper@lpsfrisco.net

Helper Helper

https://www.lpsfrisco.com/page/2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ETnoVuiTXWCmO3-DoiyXz_v19dYMLIDOOlbcwFOqTUs/edit
https://ascender-prtl02.esc11.net/StudentPortal/login?distid=061804
https://ascender-prtl02.esc11.net/ParentPortal/login?distid=061804


LPS Calendar of the next 2 weeks

LPS Calendar Linked here. 
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Dresscode 
- Please refer to the Parent/Student Handbook.

Any jackets, sweatshirts, etc are NOT allowed to have 
hoodies attached. 

Any outerwear is also NOT allowed to have any logos. 

If your child is wearing a skirt please make sure it is no 
shorter than 4 inches above their knees.  
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