
8th Grade Newsletter

ELAR:  Tori Sdao tsdao@LPSFrisco.com   
We have had an amazing start to this school year! Our first district 
benchmark over Fundamentals of Communication and the Reading MAP 
test will be given next week. Your child should have brought home a 
Parent Permission Form that tells you about my reading expectations and 
classroom library. Please ask your child if you haven't been given a copy. 
They are all supposed to bring back a signed copy. 

We will begin our first novel study next week. Each child needs a copy of 
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. I have a limited number of classroom 
copies available for students that prefer to borrow. This is one of my 
favorite 
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SS: Christyn Gossett cgossett@LPSFrisco.com 
We are well on our way! Your students have looked at 
another's perspective by changing up a child's story to 
better understand how history is told. We will now start 
our Unit 2 by looking into colonization and the build up 
of the 13 colonies and our first steps into governing 
ourselves. 

Math: Courtney Ferrari cferrari@LPSFrisco.com 
This week all classes will gain access to IXL for math 
skills practice! 8th Grade Math will complete Unit 1 - 
Real/Rational numbers and begin Unit 2 - Statistics with 
Univariate Data. Algebra I will continue Unit 1 - Linear 
Expressions/Equations/Inequalities.
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Science: Stephanie Catalan scatalan@LPSFrisco.com 
As we move forward in science, we are getting into Topics 
Appropriate for Experiments, such as major components 
including the independent and dependent variables, 
pre-testing and post-testing, and experimental and control 
groups. Students will be able to identify quantitative and 
qualitative observations. 
“The important thing is to never stop questioning.” - Albert 
Einstein

Electives
PE: Shane Sharkey ssharkey@LPSFrisco.com 
& Alex Percival apercival@LPSFrisco.com     
Over the next two weeks in PE, we will continue to develop our volleyball skills and 
honing strategy as we begin to play full games! We will also be working on fitness and 
displaying good sportsmanship during team sports.

Band: Michael Stone mstone@LPSFrisco.com 
I am so excited because this is the first year since I have been at LPS where we have an 
actual Middle School Band!  The MS Band has been busy learning the band composition 
called "Vortex."  This piece was originally performed by the High School Band three years 
ago, and now our Middle School Band is strong enough to learn it!  They are also working 
on "highlights from Harry Potter."

Fundamentals of Computer Science: Raymond Jaksa rjaksa@LPSFrisco.com 
Students will create a technical document explaining a fundamental computer science 
concept (e.g., algorithms, data structures, or programming basics) to a non-technical 
audience. They will then present this document orally to the class, demonstrating written 
and verbal communication skills. The assessment will be graded using a rubric that 
evaluates technical accuracy, clarity of explanation, use of appropriate terminology, and 
effective verbal and non-verbal communication during the presentation.

Theatre: Brianna Lewallen blewallen@LPSFrisco.com 
Students will continue to research the different aspects of Greek Theatre, while also 
working as a class to build ensemble relationships as a group. We will look into different 
types of auditions, and specifically work on Cold reads in class by having the students 
read and act out scenes from different plays. 
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Reminders/Important Info
- Stay up to date with LPS Activities by checking out their 

Calendar that is on the LPS Website! Linked here. 
- Please check the Big Rocks Calendar for due dates and 

school events! This is in your child’s Google Calendar. 
- Please refer to the Parent/Student Handbook.
- If your child has not finished any MAP test or class 

quizzes/tests please have your child attend tutoring!
- Please check your child’s chromebook. They should NOT be 

taking the case off. Nothing should be touching the 
computer except for the case. Any stickers need to be ON 
the case. No wrappers, sticky notes, or pictures should be 
under the case.

- Student Ascender Portal Linked Here (To See Grades!)
- Parent Ascender Portal Linked Here (To See Grades!)

- Please read the Helper Helper guidelines in the Parent 
Student Handbook (pp.87-90).

- If your student is new to LPS this year, then please have them 
send their full name and grade from their school email 
address to helperhelper@lpsfrisco.net. When the student’s 
Helper Helper account is set up then they will receive an 
email to their school email account from 
info@helperhelper.com with a temporary password. 

- Questions? Please email helperhelper@lpsfrisco.net

Helper Helper

https://www.lpsfrisco.com/page/2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ETnoVuiTXWCmO3-DoiyXz_v19dYMLIDOOlbcwFOqTUs/edit
https://ascender-prtl02.esc11.net/StudentPortal/login?distid=061804
https://ascender-prtl02.esc11.net/ParentPortal/login?distid=061804


LPS Calendar of the next 2 weeks

LPS Calendar Linked here. 
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Dresscode 
- Please refer to the Parent/Student Handbook.

Any jackets, sweatshirts, etc are NOT allowed to have 
hoodies attached. 

Any outerwear is also NOT allowed to have any logos. 

If your child is wearing a skirt please make sure it is no 
shorter than 4 inches above their knees.  
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