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Dear Simis Families, 
 
What a wonderful start to the school year! I am blown away by the
amazing community at Madison Simis. Our drop-off and pick-up are
getting smoother each day. We have had some concerns from neighbors
about speeding and blocking intersections. Please make sure we are
safe and respectful as we move through our neighborhood. 

As a reminder, school starts promptly at 7:45am. Staff leave the parking
lot and start their daily responsibilities with students at the 7:45am bell.

Ms. Bohlman and I are loving visiting each class and seeing the
community building activities in full swing. Our classrooms are already
bustling with learning! This week, our staff and students participated in
a passport tour to review our school expectations of being respectful,
responsible, and safe in different school environments. Our school
expectation matrix is linked if you would like to see what our students
learned. 

Students are starting to use SeeSaw to share their learning experiences
from class. Please make sure you have registered for the parent account
on the app--directions were sent home with Curriculum Night
information. 

We hope parents enjoyed Curriculum Night. Our teachers told me it was
wonderful to meet each of you this week and share some of the exciting
things happening on our campus. We are looking forward to a year filled
with inquiry, research, action, and critical thinking. 

With Gratitude,
Lindsay Murray, Principal

TCT 1 PM Dismissal

august 23 & 30

MADISON
SIMIS
8.18.23

PATS General Meeting
5:30pm august 31    

 Sky Zone

Did you know?
Families can browse through all the selections

in the electronic library by browsing in the
Destiny Discover website.

PATS Dine Out 

August 22

4:00pm Peter Piper Pizza

Labor Day
No School

September 4th

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m8jinNt9NKZE293aL2r6ByA8LEzHvoZu/view?usp=drive_link
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/1041


Did you know,
students who
are absent 18

days are
considered
chronically

absent by the
state of

Arizona? Page
5-6 of our

student
handbook

explains more.

Information from Nurse Megan
The Health Office is running low on girls shorts size 6-8 and boysThe Health Office is running low on girls shorts size 6-8 and boys

underwear size medium. If you have donations you would be willingunderwear size medium. If you have donations you would be willing
to share with us, we would greatly appreciate it! Shorts can be used,to share with us, we would greatly appreciate it! Shorts can be used,

underwear must be new.underwear must be new.

If you have specific questions/concerns regarding your student and their health plans, pleaseIf you have specific questions/concerns regarding your student and their health plans, please
call or email me to set up an appointment to discuss further.call or email me to set up an appointment to discuss further.

Thank you for your patience and cooperation as we begin the school year!Thank you for your patience and cooperation as we begin the school year!  

Megan Befort RN, MSNMegan Befort RN, MSN
Madison Simis School NurseMadison Simis School Nurse

602-664-7322602-664-7322
mbefort@madisoned.orgmbefort@madisoned.org

Update: Site Based Council

Site Based
Agenda and

Minutes

We are looking for representatives to join the
Simis Site Based Council (specifically for Kinder
and 1st grade). Complete this form by 9/10 to
submit your interest. The Current committee

with review interest, elect new representatives
from the interest form, and notify new

participants following our meeting on 9/11/23.

HEAT ADVISORY
The heat index is checked each morning before school and students move from

outdoor to indoor recess when the heat index reaches the "danger zone" according to
the National Weather Service. 

https://www.madisonaz.org/Page/466
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WZ_sfYHVNLpXiLU7VhIH1NxIU1vwPl1DwtL2a3IaPgI/edit?usp=sharing


If you feel your child
may benefit from social
work support please fill
out this referral form as

the first step in the
process

 Learn about the new
Simis Administration

Team

PrincipalAssistant Principal Dean of Students

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFlo3Bdx5s/usYMiHQYuAj7vO-AiMJsmw/view?utm_content=DAFlo3Bdx5s&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink#1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_162Ks_yLtT9q0YfjLI5R4r7EhL6Y2uz4DQDhiJ7lsLbWoA/viewform?usp=sf_link


What is the Primary Years Programme?

Who we are
Where we are in place and time
How we express ourselves
How the world works
How we organize ourselves
Sharing the planet

IB World Schools are subject to a strict accreditation process
monitored by the IB, ensuring that schools provide a high-quality
education.
 IB teaching methods and curriculums are research-based and draw
from the best educational practices from systems worldwide.
IB teachers must participate in many professional development
opportunities to continually promote their awareness of current
educational practices and new thinking.
IB students develop a sense of the world around them and their
responsibility to it.
 IB programmes are recognized internationally and ease the
educational transitions of mobile students so that their education is
not adversely affected if their families relocate. 

Visit the IB website at www.ibo.org and the Simis IB webpage at 
https://sites.google.com/view/ibmadisonsimis/home
Attend school meetings and events
Speak with your school’s PYP coordinator, Melissa Powers
Speak with your child’s PYP classroom teacher

  Welcome to the 2023-2024 school year! As we continue our IB journey
here at Madison Simis, some common questions arise. Here are some
answers to your few IB-PYP questions.

1.
The Primary Years Programme (PYP) is a curriculum framework for young
learners ages 3-12 designed by the International Baccalaureate (IB).
Founded on the philosophy that recognizes a child’s natural curiosity,
creativity and ability to reflect, the PYP generates a stimulating,
challenging learning environment to nurture those assets and foster a
lifelong love of learning in every child. The PYP, like all IB programmes, is
transdisciplinary, meaning students learn across subject areas while
investigating big ideas. 

2.  Are there a specific set of standards?
In the PYP, students learn about significant concepts through units of
inquiry. Six transdisciplinary themes guide the units of inquiry:

3. What about state standards?
We are committed to making sure that students meet and exceed the
standards. With the implementation of our IB programme, we were
required to examine our curriculum carefully to ensure alignment with
the state standards. 

4. What are the advantages of an IB education?

5. How can I learn more about the IB and PYP?

Information from www.ibo.org 

IB NEWS from 
Mrs. Powers

http://www.ibo.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/ibmadisonsimis/home
http://www.ibo.org/


Lunch visitors must be on the student’s approved check out list as
submitted by the custodial parent or legal guardian. All visitors must

sign in at the school office and get a visitor badge through the
Raptor Visitor Management System before going to the cafeteria. We

recommend that kindergarten families given their new students a
few weeks of school experience before joining them for lunch. 

 
The custodial parent or legal guardian must notify the school office

by 9:00 AM on the day they, or any visitor on the student's check out
list, is planning to attend lunch.  Please use this form to register for

lunch.
 

Lunch visits are limited to two visitors per child.  No siblings are
permitted during any lunch visits.  The school principal or their

designee, at their discretion, will have the authority to cancel lunch
visits based on any issues they feel could impact their ability to

provide a proper environment.  School rules to guide lunch visitors
will be followed. These will include designated wait areas,

instructions for meeting your student, no photographs or social
media postings of other children.  The Principal will have the
authority to suspend or revoke lunch visit privileges at their

discretion.  
 

Once successfully checked in, proceed to the seating area located in
the cafeteria. Your student will meet you as their class enters the

cafeteria. We ask that you sit at the designated tables marked
"visitor seating" with your student.

 
 

After lunch, please come directly to the office, sign-out, and return
your visitor’s badge.

 
There are a limited number of dates throughout the school year

when lunch visitors are not allowed.  Please plan your lunch visits on
days other than those listed below:

 
First Week of School

 
Early Release Days (such as TCT Wednesdays)

 
Half Days

 
October 25 - 27 (Parent Conference Days)

 
January 31-February 2 (Parent Conference Days)

 
April 3 - 21: State Testing

 
May 12: Last day for lunch visitors

Having Lunch with Your
Child

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZDiaOXh69StONTg3XUsj98xStn8wSmL_N4Ms--XxbuM8l4w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZDiaOXh69StONTg3XUsj98xStn8wSmL_N4Ms--XxbuM8l4w/viewform?usp=sf_link


MADISON SIMIS
VOLUNTEER 
INFORMATION
2023-2024

Keep all matters pertaining to students
confidential
Wear volunteer sticker each time you are
on campus
Sign in and out on the Raptor system in
the front office
Refrain from photographing or recording
students other than your own
Please do not bring siblings or other
children with you when volunteering

Thank you so much for volunteering at
our school! Your willingness to give
your time and service is greatly
appreciated. Your support allows us to
continue to fulfill our mission and
serve our students. 

VOLUNTEERS DEFINED

THANK YOU!

Prior to Volunteering:
All volunteers must complete
Chaperone/Volunteer Online Application
Volunteers that are NOT parents or guardians
must obtain fingerprint and background
clearance. Contact Cotton Fabiano at 602-664-

7921 for an appointment. Cost will be covered.
All volunteers must bring photo ID when
volunteering and sign into the Raptor system

when entering campus. Volunteers that
submitted applications last year
are still active! No action is necessary.

REQUIREMENTS

VOLUNTEER 
EXPECTATIONS

VISIT THE VOLUNTEER HANDBOOK FOR MORE INFORMATION

QUESTIONS: CONTACT THE COMMUNITY EDUCATION DEPARTMENT @ 602-664-7956

https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/MzcyNDplbi1VUw==
https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/MzcyNDplbi1VUw==
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zkcbBkiJwFEKBeEnRBAFD8LLgYU5xqIw/edit


MAC  is currently full and has a wait list
for Simis.  The district is trying to hire

more club leaders.  If you know of
someone interested, please see below:  

     THRIVE: Parent Series
 

Madison School District just placed 4 new modules in our THRIVE section
of the Madison website.  These short and informative videos with experts
in the field provide families with resources to approach and support their
child in ways that align with the students of the Alpha and iGeneration.  

Elementary and Middle School Expectations, Routines, and Homework Engagement and
Organization Skills

 
Pre-K and Early Elementary Expectations, Routines, and Fine and Gross Motor Skills

 
Overall Student Mental Health Anxiety, Depression, & Other Emerging Issues in Student Mental

Health
 

Screen Time, Internet Safety, Digital Literacy, and Leadership for Students and Parents

 

https://www.madisonaz.org/domain/52
https://www.madisonaz.org/Page/624
https://www.madisonaz.org/Page/623
https://www.madisonaz.org/Page/622
https://www.madisonaz.org/Page/621

