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Dr. Rhodes’ Weekly Message 
The past few weeks have been full of interviews here at Bryant Elementary.  As we prepare for the 19/20 school year, I 
search for the very best candidates who have applied to Katy ISD.  My strategy includes searching through applicants 
early and interviewing many, many people before school, after school, in the evening and on weekends.  We use face-
to-face traditional interviews as well as Facetime/Skype and phone interviews.  I am happy to say we are almost fully 
staffed for the coming year with many people who wanted to transfer to our school from other Katy ISD schools, as 
well as dynamite teachers from other districts and states!!   

This coming year will be a pivotal year for us as a school and community.  We will grow to approximately 815 
students.  By tipping the 800 mark, we are granted more teaching staff units but also more support staff units--from 
Specials to Administration and Special Education.  Among the additional staffing units granted, we are able to hire a 
second Assistant Principal.  After a multi-layered interview process, I am happy to announce our current Kindergarten 
Team Leader and Teacher of the Year, Dr. Amanda Fait, as our newest Assistant Principal for the 19/20 school year.   
We are super excited to have one of our own join Mrs. O’Leary, Mrs. Flores, and myself to help lead our school.  Dr. 
Fait will finish the year in Kindergarten and begin her new position in July.  Congratulations, Dr. Fait!! 

 

Announcement:  Spring Pictures went home today.  If you like the pictures, please see the pricing sheet included with 
the pictures.  Simply pay for the pictures you keep and return the ones you do not want.  If you do not want any of the 
pictures, please return all pictures in the envelope.  Follow all instructions from Strawbridge Studios printed on the 
envelope and the insert.  Payment/Pictures are due by next Wednesday (5/1) at 4pm.   
 
 
 

Bryant Bulletin 
April 24, 2019  

Staff Spotlight— Ms. Lopardo 

 Ms. Lopardo is one of our fabulous Resource/In-Class Support Assistants! Ms. Lopardo has 
worked in education for three years. She shared some of her favorite things about education, “I 
like working in education because I love helping students learn something new. Besides seeing 
their little faces light up when they master a certain concept, I love just learning all their 
personalities. They are creative, compassionate, funny and so bright!” Ms. Lopardo shared one 
of her favorite moments in education, “I was working with a little kinder student who was having 
difficulty with letter recognition.  We got to the letter of what both our names start with and 
seeing the student realize that we share that was priceless. I love seeing those learning 

 lightbulbs go off!” Outside of school some of Ms. Lopardo’s favorite hobbies include spending time with her three sons 
and staying busy with all their activities. Ms. Lopardo shared how she helps foster care and kindness at Bryant, “I’m just a 
huge believer in the Golden Rule. Making people feel appreciated and valuable is key.”    



 
 

 
 
Announcement:  There will be no PTA School Spirit Store during lunch this week.  Spirit Store has finished for the 
year and will return in the new school year.   
 
 
Announcement:  Katy ISD offers Summer Recreation for all ages.  Click here for more information.   
 
 
Reminder:  Tomorrow is PJ day for $2!!  Money collected will be donated to the Junior Achievement Program.  Please 
make sure Pjs are appropriate for school and please have kids wear regular shoes.   
 
 
Kindness Crew Challenge:  Stand up for each other. 
 
 
I-Write Contest:  Because we have so many writers at Bryant, we would love to see some win the I-Write contest 
again and have their stories, poetry, or artwork published in a real book! Last year, our very own Caleb Caldwell won 
the contest and helped us promote it this year with students in grades 3-5.  If your child would like to participate in 
the contest, entry is paid by the school.  Below you will find links for submission of stories, poems and/or artwork for 
this year’s contest.  Each student submitting into the contest will need to create an account for themselves, with the 
help of a parent of course.  As a reminder the contest is for current 3rd-5th grade students, so current Kinder, 1st, and 
2nd grade students will not be able to submit.   All submissions are due before May 31st.  
For Short Story submissions, click here.   
For Poetry submissions, click here.   
For Cover Artwork submissions, click here.   
 
 
FYI:  Keep Texas Beautiful and the Texas Department of Transportation invite Texas students,                    
kindergarten through twelfth grade to submit their best litter prevention-inspired artwork to be considered as one of 
13 winners for the Don’t mess with Texas Calendar. Submissions must be postmarked no later than May 31th 
2019. Learn more by clicking here.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.katyisd.org/campus/bes/Documents/KISD%20Summer%20Recreation%20Info-Athletics%20memo.pdf
https://iwriteliteracyorganization.submittable.com/submit/d18a35eb-8d98-4f01-9b42-61d50f1cdd9d/2019-iwrite-short-stories-application-robert-and-felice-bryant-elementary
https://iwriteliteracyorganization.submittable.com/submit/22c44a82-fd4a-476e-b388-154b80dd0d96/2019-iwrite-poetry-application-robert-and-felice-bryant-elementary
https://iwriteliteracyorganization.submittable.com/submit/131638/2019-iwrite-cover-art-application-individual-entry
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ktb.us15.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D4e61e7186dd4712328ed82b06-26id-3D23b51b66cc-26e-3D188849e5a1&d=DwMFaQ&c=Bg75SrweeeOWjU7z0YJ1jg&r=OuejiwrJahb81yl1UmF2xOCK5DYXVW95ZOgvSJVtsJw&m=Xf6NG3HxMWL2cQTTZ_xX7_sagiNALq5zunzpd-S-PyM&s=QTGZ3euwBXw2tsAgZMZaw3OxAD7L7Wi4QG4h_qx-4q0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ktb.us15.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D4e61e7186dd4712328ed82b06-26id-3D14a1fad47e-26e-3D188849e5a1&d=DwMFaQ&c=Bg75SrweeeOWjU7z0YJ1jg&r=OuejiwrJahb81yl1UmF2xOCK5DYXVW95ZOgvSJVtsJw&m=Xf6NG3HxMWL2cQTTZ_xX7_sagiNALq5zunzpd-S-PyM&s=KJzYNqdcbxyhnc0gFfEB-c70h2BadKy53F1XTTCD__s&e=
https://ktb.org/artcontest?ct=t(Announcement_BeautifulCommunities2017_COPY_01)&mc_cid=df3bf34942&mc_eid=188849e5a1&ct=t(Announcement_BeautifulCommunities2017_COPY_01)&mc_cid=7ffc4df6e0&mc_eid=188849e5a1
https://ktb.org/artcontest?ct=t(Announcement_BeautifulCommunities2017_COPY_01)&mc_cid=df3bf34942&mc_eid=188849e5a1&ct=t(Announcement_BeautifulCommunities2017_COPY_01)&mc_cid=7ffc4df6e0&mc_eid=188849e5a1
https://ktb.org/artcontest?ct=t(Announcement_BeautifulCommunities2017_COPY_01)&mc_cid=df3bf34942&mc_eid=188849e5a1&ct=t(Announcement_BeautifulCommunities2017_COPY_01)&mc_cid=7ffc4df6e0&mc_eid=188849e5a1


 
 

 

From the District: 
 

Join us for Our Katy ISD VIPS Celebration 

Friday, May 10th  -  Merrell Center 

Doors Open 8:15 a.m.  -  Breakfast Buffet 8:45-9:15 a.m. 

Program 9:15-10:30 a.m.  -   RSVP by May 7th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week, Katy ISD published two new bullying prevention videos for elementary and secondary students entitled 
“Bullying Bystander Behavior.”  Throughout this school year, the District has made it a priority to share information 
with our students and school community about the detrimental effects of bullying, along with some preventative 
measures that are in place at all campuses across Katy ISD.  These new videos illustrate the different roles students 
may play during a bullying incident.  You may view the elementary video by clicking here.  Through these educational 
videos, we hope to encourage students to “Don’t Just Stand By – Stand Up Against Bullying.” 
 
 

   Event Calendar  
 
Thursday, April 25 
*Progress Reports Go Home 
*PJ’s for Junior Achievement. Students can wear pajamas for the day with a $2 donation. All procedes will go towards 
the Junior Achievement program, which we offer at our school K-5.  Students will need to wear appropriate shoes for 
PE/Recess.   
 
Friday, April 26 
Bryant Elementary Volunteer Appreciation Brunch, 10-11:30am, LGI Room 
 
Tuesday, April 30 
Parenting in the Digital Age, 6-7pm, Cell phones, social media, gaming and YouTube. Kids have a lot of opportunities 
as well as distractions right at their fingertips. Find out more about the tools attracting our children’s attention and  
learn some tips for managing the technology in your household.  This is an adult only educational class.  Click here for 
more information.   
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9KD5K2D?websitesource=%5bwebsitesource_value%5d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWnPX12Gbrg&feature=youtu.be
http://www.katyisd.org/campus/bes/Documents/Parenting%20in%20the%20Digital%20age%20PTA%20flyer.pdf
http://www.katyisd.org/campus/bes/Documents/Parenting%20in%20the%20Digital%20age%20PTA%20flyer.pdf


 
 

 
 
Wednesday, May 1 
Core Essentials Kickoff- Perseverance; wear verdigris (vibrant Green) 
 
Tuesday, May 7 
CAT Meeting in the LGI, 4pm 
 
Friday, May 10 
VIPS District-Wide Breakfast, 8:30am-10:30am.  More details to come.   
 
Monday, May 13 – Thursday, May 16 
STAAR Testing- CLOSED CAMPUS, No Visitors (not even for lunch times or to volunteer) 
 
Friday, May 17 – Wednesday, May 22 
End of Year Celebrations—Schedule and details coming soon. 
 
Wednesday, May 22 
College Shirt Day 
 
Thursday, May 23 
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL-Early Dismissal, 12:40PM 
Report Cards Go Home 
 
 

Home to School Connection  ® 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Information from the PTA  

 
“Parenting in the Digital Age”  – April 30th 
We are excited to offer "Parenting in the Digital Age" for Adults Only on Tuesday, April 30th in the LGI Room. Please 
make plans to join us and be sure and RSVP by April 23rd to hold your spot. These forms will be available in your 
child's take-home folder on the 17th. 
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