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NEW SCHOOL YEAR & NEW INITIATIVES 

Topeka West Mission Statement 

Working toward career and college 
readiness,  
Engaging students in quality learning, 
Sustaining a culture of respect and a 
Tradition of excellence   

This school year has started off well again.  Once again we have seen a slight 
enrollment increase to a little over 1100 students.  Counselors have been  
working hard to fill student schedules and ensure that class sizes are balanced 
as best they can be.   
 
We will continue to use the Yondr Pouches with cell phones this year as 
well.  The expectation for students is that we should not see or hear your phone 
when you enter a classroom through the time you are in class. Phones should 
either remain turned off in a student’s bag or placed in a Yondr Pouch during 
class time.  If a student has their phone visible during class time and not in the 
bag or in the pouch they will have it taken by an administrator.   
 
We also have started a new initiative to help with student attendance  
issues.  Regular, timely attendance to class is one of the single biggest things 
that impact academic success.  From our own work over the years we know that 
the 2 biggest factors that determine student success and graduation are  
attendance and passing classes.  This year any student with an unexcused ab-
sence the prior day to any class period will be placed in In School Suspension 
(ISS) the following day. It is absolutely critical that students be in class  
daily.  Our goal is for every student to achieve a 95% attendance rate, which 
means that they cannot miss more than 4 school days a semester. Even when a 
parent calls into excuse a student it counts against our average daily attendance 
rate for the  
student.  Please help us ensure that your student(s) are attending classes daily. 
 
Unfortunately we had an incident already this year that caused us to go into a 
Secure Campus.  From what you have probably heard or read in the news there 
are some serious charges and potentially serious jail time on the horizon for the 
individual that caused us to secure the campus.  When we have a Secure  
Campus we allow for classes to continue as normal. Students may move within 
an individual building, but are not allowed to move about campus, until we feel it 
is safe to be able to do that (pass between classes).  In these situations,  
teachers lock their classroom doors and continue with class as usual. We use 
secure campus when there is some type of event in the community, external 
threat to campus, or at times when someone may be experiencing a medical 
issue and we need to keep the campus and hall clear of people.  In the case of 
the incident here on August 20, we received information from the Topeka Police 
Department of a potential threat made to Topeka West. While they attempted to 
locate this individual we placed the school on Secure Campus and had between 
8-12 police officers on and around campus. Once the individual was located and 
in police custody we lifted the secure campus.  It was much later that evening 
that we learned more details as they were released to the media by TPD.     
Generally in the moment we do not have a lot of information to share with  
parents or anyone else, which was the case here. Please know that we take 
your student’s safety as our highest priority and we will do all that we can to  
ensure that they are safe while they are here with us.   
 
As always please feel free to reach out to any administrator if you or your  
students have any needs. 
 



SEPTEMBER, 2019 TWHS EVENTS CALENDAR  

Fri., September 6 LINK CREW Tailgate, 5PM - 7PM, Hummer Sports Park 

Sat., September 7 JROTC Raider Meet - Clinton, MO 

Wed., September 11 JROTC 9/11 Ceremony 8:20 AM - Circle Drive 

Sat. September 14 ACT Test - 8 AM - 1 PM - B Building 

Tues., September 17 Jostens Ring Presentation, 10:30 AM—11:30 AM, Douglas P. Auditorium 

Fri., September 20 Sign up Deadline for October 26 ACT Test 

Fri., September 20 Jostens Ring Orders, 10:30 AM - 1:00 PM, Douglas P. Auditorium 

Fri-Sat., Sept. 20-21 POPS Concert - 7:00 PM, Douglas P. Auditorium 

Sat., September 21 JROTC Raider Meet - Des Moines, IA 

Sun., September 22 Little Cheer Clinic, 12:00 - 6:00 PM, North Gymnasium 

HOMECOMING WEEK! September 23-27 

Tues., September 24 Lifetouch Picture Re-Take Day 

Thurs., September 26 Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony, 7 PM, Douglas P. Auditorium 

Sat., September 28 JROTC Smith Cotton Raider Meet, Sedalia, MO 

Sat., September 28 Charger Band Pancake Feed, 7AM - 12 PM, Cafeteria 

Sun., September 29 Graduate Hall of Fame, 2PM, Douglas P. Auditorium 

Mon., September 30, Kay Club Blood Drive - All Day, LET Building 

LOOKING AHEAD TO OCTOBER, 2018 - MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

Tues., October 1 Jostens Graduation Presentation - 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM, Douglas P. Auditorium 

Sat., October 5 Race Against Breast Cancer - 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM, Joe Schrag Track 

2019-2020 TWHS CALENDAR ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE:   

https://sites.google.com/a/tps501.org/topeka-west-high-school-google/   

NOTE:  CALENDAR DATES MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

West Side Bank is preparing to open Fall 2019. Please watch the 
announcements and follow us on Twitter and Facebook. 

@TW_WestSideBank - Twitter 
@WestSideBankTWHS - Facebook 



TWHS FOOTBALL SCHEDULE - GO CHARGERS! 

September VARSITY FOOTBALL SCHEDULE   
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME 

 Sept. 6 Hayden High School Hummer Sports Park  7 p.m. 

 Sept. 13 Emporia High School Welch Stadium - Emporia State Univ.  7 p.m.  

 Sept. 20 Junction City High School Al Simpler Stadium  7 p.m. 

 Sept. 27 Highland Park (Homecoming) Hummer Sports Park  7 p.m. 

DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME 

 Sept. 9 Hayden High School Hayden High School  6 p.m. 

 Sept. 16 Emporia High School Topeka West High School  6 p.m. 

 Sept. 23 Junction City High School Topeka West High School  6 p.m. 

 Sept. 30 Highland Park Hummer Sports Park (HP Home)  6 p.m. 

 DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME 

 Sept. 9 Hayden High School Hayden High School  4:30 p.m.  

 Sept. 16 Emporia High School Topeka West High School  4:30 p.m. 

 Sept. 23 Junction City High School Topeka West High School  4:30 p.m. 

 Sept. 30 Highland Park High School Hummer Sports Park (HP Home)  4:30 p.m. 

September JV FOOTBALL SCHEDULE   

September 9th GRADE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE   

WE ARE TRYING TO GET MORE PEOPLE INVOLVED WITH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER ACCOUNTS ASSOCIATED WITH TOPEKA WEST 

HIGH SCHOOL. THERE IS A LOT OF PERINENT INFORMATION POSTED TO BOTH ACCOUNTS. “LIKE” OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR UP TO 

DATE INFORMATION ON EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS HERE AT TOPEKA WEST HIGH SCHOOL. WE ALSO HAVE A SPORTS CHANNEL 

(NFHS NETWORK) 

FACEBOOK 
www.facebook.com/TopekaWest501 is the schools official Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/pages/Westside-Pride-Topeka-West-Booster-Club 

Is the Westside Pride Official Facebook page 

TWITTER 
@TPSTwest is the official twitter account for Topeka West High School 

@TopekaWestAthle is the official twitter account for the athletic department 

@TWWestsidePride is the official twitter account for the Westside Pride Booster Club 

TWHS MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

GO TO: www.youtube.com 

SEARCH: Topeka West Television Vid 

SELECT CHANNEL BOX: TWTV (Purple and Gray) 

SELECT VIDEO: Labeled Announcements (today’s date identified) 







20 – 21 

Come see The Pops Concert, Topeka West High School’s variety 
show, September 20th, and 21st at 7:00 pm. The show will consist 
of two acts, full of sketches provided by the TWHS Players, music 
from various choirs, bands, and orchestras, and talents of all 
kinds from students ranging in age from freshman to seniors! We 
are so excited to display our Charger Pride and showcase the hard 
work and many talents here at West!  



 

Class of 2019 

Terry Koerner - 1982 

Shari Waters - 1982 

Hakim Hazim - 1985 

Jeff Bruce - 1989 

Ron Stull - Coach 

Nick Geiber - Contributor 

1999 Boys Girls Team 

 

 









3:00—4:30 P.M. 







Counselor’s corner 

2019-2020 ACT TESTING INFORMATION 

TEST DATE REGISTRATION DEADLINE (LATE FEE REQUIRED) 

October 26, 2019 September 20, 2019 September 21– October 4, 2019 

December 14, 2019 November 8, 2019 November 9-22, 2019 

February 8, 2020 January 10, 2020 January 11-17, 2020 

April 4, 2020 February 28, 2020 February 29-March 13, 2020 

June 13, 2020 May 8, 2020 May 9-22, 2020 

July 18, 2020 June 19, 2020 June 20-26, 2020 

(Registration materials are available in the Counseling Center, or students may register online at www.act.org ) 

LOCATION:  Topeka West High School - B Building  

REPORT BY 7:45 a.m. 

If testing location questions - please call Laura Nichols, Asst. Principal 438-4013 

Topeka West High School Code: 172-928 

TWHS CENTER CODE:  176190 

Students must bring  photo I.D., calculator, #2 pencils, and their admission  ticket. 

Two weeks prior to test. Students must upload their photo to ACT.org 

PSAT/NMSQT:  Wednesday, October 16, 2019 

SAT:  Saturday, March 14, 2020 (www.collegeboard.com)  

Students may find information regarding the Counseling Department by going to the Topeka 
West High School website and click on the Guidance tab. 

 
http://www.topekapublicschools.net/twhs 

 
COLLEGE VISITATIONS: Start now having your juniors and seniors attend college representa-
tive visits on our campus. We can help your students answer their questions! 
 
SENIOR INTERVIEWS: The Counseling Department will be meeting with seniors beginning 
the week of Sept. 9 to do senior credit checks, second semester schedules, and post second-
ary plans. 
 
SENIORS STUDENTS AND PARENTS: Washburn University will be hosting a Financial Aid 
Night on Oct. 2 in the KBI Building on the Washburn University Campus from 6-8 p.m. This is a 
great way to get assistance in filling out the Free Application for Free Federal Aid (FAFSA). 
 

http://www.topekapublicschools.net/twhs


Counselor’s corner 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9/3- Washburn University visits TWHS during C/T (Library) 

 
9/12- District field trip to KU (Seniors/Juniors Priority) 

 
9/11- Ottawa University visits TWHS during C/T (Library) 

 
9/12- Emporia State University visits TWHS during C/T (Library) 

 
9/14- ACT at TWHS (Deadline to sign up has passed) 

 
9/19- Accuplacer given at Topeka West Library 8:00am 

 
9/19- Fort Hays State University visits TWHS during C/T (Library) 

 
9/20- Deadline to sign up for Oct. 26 ACT 

 
9/20- Credit/ No Credit Deadline 

 
9/25- District field trip to K-State (Seniors/Juniors Priority) 

 
 
 
Washburn Tech Rep will be available to meet with students every Thursday dur-
ing C/T in library: 9/5, 9/12, 9/19, 9/26 

 
**If you are interested in Washburn Tech, see if you are able to attend the open 
house on Thursday October 17th! See your counselor for more information** 
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SOPHOMORES! 
ORDER:  FRIDAY, September 20th 

10:30 am - 1:00 pm 

 



Scholarship news 

Hello and welcome back to school! 

I have been getting lots of questions and request for scholarships. There are 3 types of scholarships: national, 
state/local, and university based. Your largest scholarships come from the university that you are going to attend 
and are based on your ACT and GPA, so right now it is good to focus on studying and making those scores the 
best they can be. Information about the ACT and how to study for it can be found on the Topeka West website 
at http://terc.nelnetsolutions.com/list/practicetests there are lots of resources for studying for testing, keep scrolling 
down, the ACT section is toward the bottom of the page, also Mr. Schnacker teaches an ACT prep class and does 
ACT prep over seminar. State and local scholarships are the second most common scholarships to receive. Right 
now there are not any state/local scholarships available but most of these scholarships require an academic re-
sume and 2 to 3 letters of reference, which you can be working on to have ready. These applications usually start 
coming out late in the fall, watch announcements for them. 

 
National scholarships are available now and here are a few websites where you can find them: 
http://scholarships4students.com/ 
http://www.free-4u.com/ 
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com/ 
http://www.fastweb.com/ 
https://niche.com/ 
https://www.collegeexpress.com/ 
https://www.goingmerry.com/ 
 
Most scholarships are for seniors but there is Raise Me Up are available for freshman through seniors. Here are a 
few of the scholarships that are available now: 
 
Raise Me UP! 
https://www.raise.me/join/ku 

--Students beginning freshman year can earn scholarship money to more than 400 U.S. colleges and universities 
including KU, K-State, and Washburn for doing things that they already do like take foreign language classes, be-
long to clubs, volunteer, etc. This is linked through the KU page, but it registers you for the program at all affiliated 
colleges and universities. 
 
Gates Scholarship 
http://www.thegatesscholarship.org/scholarship 

--Deadline Sept. 15 
--Full scholarship (tuition, books, room and board) 
--Must be Pell-eligible, minority, U.S. citizen 
--3.3 or greater GPA 
 
Quest Bridge 
http://www.questbridge.org/ 

--ACT, Two letters of recommendation, transcript 
--Selection criteria is based on academic achievement, financial qualification and personal circumstances 
--Full tuition to a number of upper tier schools including Dartmouth, Columbia, Charleston, Caltech, and others. 
 

Remember: You CANNOT get scholarships that you DO NOT apply for! 

http://terc.nelnetsolutions.com/list/practicetests
http://scholarships4students.com/
http://www.free-4u.com/
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
https://niche.com/
https://www.collegeexpress.com/
https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.raise.me/join/ku
http://www.thegatesscholarship.org/scholarship
http://www.questbridge.org/




7:00 am- Topeka West High School Courtyard 
– Onsite Registration/Registration Packet Pickup starts 
– Silent Auction and Sales 
– Light refreshments in cafeteria 

8:45 am – Topeka West High School west parking lot 
– Warm up; runners move to the starting line 
 
9:00 am – Belle Avenue starting line 
– Runners start the 28th annual 5K 
– Walkers start after the runners 
 
9:45 – 10:00 am – Topeka West High School Courtyard 
– Runner award ceremony begins 
 
10:30 am – Topeka West High School Practice field 
– Pink Out Color Fun Run starts 

28th Annual 5K Fundraiser - Race Against Breast Cancer 

Saturday, October 5, 2019 - 7:00 AM 



2019-2020 

GraceMed Health Clinic is offering on-site dental services through the Dental Outreach 
Program to your child’s school during the 2019-2020 school year. The online consent can 
be found at https://gracemed.org/dental-consent#dental-consent-form. We invite you to 
take advantage of this service to improve your child’s oral health. All children are eligible 
for these services; however, if you already have a dental home or have seen a dentist 
within the past year, please continue to see your dentist for routine care. 

 
La clínica de salud GraceMed está ofreciendo servicios dentales en el sitio a través de 
nuestro Programa de Extensión Dental a la escuela de su hijo/a durante el año escolar 
2019-2020. El consentimiento en línea se puede encontrar en:https://gracemed.org/
dental-consent#dental-consent-form. Lo invitamos a aprovechar este servicio para mejo-
rar la salud bucal de su hijo/a. Todos los niños son elegibles para estos servicios; sin em-
bargo, si ya tiene un hogar dental o ha visto a un dentista en el último año, continúe visi-
tando a su dentista para recibir atención de rutina. 

 

https://gracemed.org/dental-consent#dental-consent-form
https://gracemed.org/dental-consent#dental-consent-form
https://gracemed.org/dental-consent#dental-consent-form








 CRIME PREVENTION AND SAFETY TIPS 
 

 KEEPING YOUR VALUABLES SAFE 
To elevate problems we’ve had from prior years with items being stolen from several locations on our campus  

“KEEP YOUR VALUABLES SAFE”.  Some hot spots of activity include gym locker rooms, gyms, and parking lots.  
 

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE VALUABLE ITEMS   
 

Locked in locker room lockers, unattended on benches inside the locker room, 

or, bleachers inside the gyms.  We ask you utilize your hall lockers for valuables during  

PE classes.  Please lock your vehicle making sure all valuable items are out of view.   
 

Please take a moment to “KEEP YOUR VALUABLES SAFE”, or they may not be there! 

 

SEXTING 
 There is school discipline for sexting and also possibly criminal charges for students who possess or distribute images that are 

considered child pornography (Sexting).  What is Sexting?  

Sexting is the practice of sending or posting sexually suggestive text messages and images, including nude or semi-nude 

photographs via cellular phones or over the internet. According to a report on Teens and Sexting, issued on pewinternet.org, 

sexting by teens occurs most often in one of three scenarios; 

.Pictures are exchanged by romantic partners; 

.Pictures exchanged by romantic partners are shared outside the relationship; or 

.Pictures are exchanged by people not yet in a relationship, but where one of the individuals hopes to start a relationship 

with the other.  

Students who possess the images could be prosecuted for possessing or distributing child pornography and may be required to 

register as sex offenders.   Sexting may also have tragic consequences. Often sexting begins as a photo intended for one person, 

but when the relationship goes awry the photo is widely disseminated.  

 

 

 TPS Sergeant Donnie Kennedy (785.438.4002) 

TPS Officer Jack Reynolds (785.438.4058) 








