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SPRING SPORTS   

PARENT MEETING SCHEDULED 

 Winter Sports Parent Meeting is on Thursday,   

 February 21st at 7:00 PM in the Cafeteria.   

The link for the physical form is:    

https://drive.google.com/a/tps501.org/file/

d/0B5UqcFuWLw7pckc3djRaYlR6Mlk/view 

The link for the concussion form is:   

https://drive.google.com/a/tps501.org/file/

d/0B5UqcFuWLw7peHFWNnNhdmVtbU0/view 
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HOME GAME DATES  

FOR TWHS BOYS/GIRLS BASKETBALL 

            Fri., Feb. 01 

    Tues., Feb. 05      Fri., Feb. 15 

  

Topeka West Mission Statement 

Topeka West is… 
Working toward career and college readiness, 
Engaging students in quality learning, 
Sustaining a culture of respect and a  
Tradition of excellence 



TOPEKA WEST HIGH SCHOOL CHARGER NEWS  
From the Desk of Dustin Dick, Principal 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR  
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 

Wed., Feb. 20th (School in Session) and Thurs., Feb. 21st (No School for Students) 

Wednesday and Thursday evenings are walk in conferences to be held in the North Gym.  Thursday from 

either 7:30 AM - 10:30 AM and 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM are scheduled conferences which will be held in the 

staff member’s classroom.    

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST:  7:30 AM - 10:30 AM, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM - LOCATION:  CLASSROOM 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH:   4:00 PM - 8:00 PM - LOCATION:  NORTH GYM 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST:  3:30 PM - 7:30 PM - LOCATION:  NORTH GYM 

The Topeka Public Schools, Unified School District No. 501 is committed to affirmative action and equal opportunity. No person shall, on the basis of age, 

race, color, creed, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, disability, national origin or ancestry be denied lawful access to 

any appropriate educational service, program or activity provided by the school district. The Title VI and Title IX compliance coordinator is the Assistant 

Superintendent for Teaching/Learning/Administration. The Section 504/Title II compliance coordinator is the Coordinator of College and Career Ready Ser-

vices. For employment, the EEO/AA officer is the General Director of Human Resources. All compliance coordinators may be contacted at 624 SW 24th 

Street, Topeka, KS 66611-1294, (785) 295-3000. The clerk of the Board of Education has been designated to receive and redirect or handle inquiries regard-

ing nondiscrimination policies, regulations and procedures. The clerk may be contacted by calling (785) 295-3045 or by writing to 624 SW 24th Street, Tope-

ka, KS 66611-1294. 

tel:%28785%29%20295-3000
tel:%28785%29%20295-3045


FEBRUARY, 2019 TWHS EVENTS CALENDAR  

Fri, February 1 Basketball vs. Highland Park, 4:30, 6:00, 7:30—TWHS Main and South Gyms 

Sat., February 2 Snow Ball Dance - 7pm, South Gymnasium 

Thursday, February 7 until Saturday, February 9 – PIPPIN Musical– 7:00 PM until 10:00 PM Auditorium 

Sunday, February 10 – PIPPIN Musical – 2:00 PM until 5:00 PM - Auditorium  

Tues., February 5 Basketball vs. Shawnee Heights, 4:30, 6:00, 7:30—TWHS Main and South Gyms 

Fri., February 15 Basketball vs. Junction City, 4:30, 6:00, 7:30—TWHS Main and South Gyms 

Sat., February 16 JROTC Smith Cotton Drill Meet - Sedalia, MO 

Sun., February 17 Westsiders Dance and Desserts - Auditorium, 12:00-4:00 PM 

Wed., February 20 ACT Test - South Gym, 7:30am - 12:00pm  

Wed., February 20 Planning Ahead Sophomore/Junior Parent Meeting - 6:00, Sophomores, 7:00 Juniors - Auditorium 

Wed.,  February 20 until Thurs., February 21 - PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES - See Page 2 for details 

Thurs., February 21 Spring Sports Parent Meeting - 7pm - Cafeteria 

     Thurs., February 21  - NO SCHOOL - STUDENTS               Fri., February 22 - NO SCHOOL - STAFF/STUDENTS  

Fri., February 23 Basketball vs. Seaman, 4:30, 6:00, 7:30 - TWHS Main and South Gyms 

Mon., February 25 SPRING SPORTS PRACTICES START  

Thurs., February 28 Rose and Rime - A Building, 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

LOOKING AHEAD TO MARCH, 2019 - MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

Fri., March 1 Players Production - Auditorium, 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

Sat., March 2 JROTC Cadet Ball - Location, TBA 

March 4-6 

March 4-5  

Choir, Orchestra, Band Concerts - Auditorium, 7:00 PM 

2019-2020 Westsider Tryout Clinic, South Gym - 3:15 PM 

 

2018-2019 TWHS CALENDAR ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE:   

https://sites.google.com/a/tps501.org/topeka-west-high-school-google/   

NOTE:  CALENDAR DATES MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 



VOLLEYBALL WORKOUTS 

MARCH 4TH, 3:30-4:30 IN THE GYM & WEIGHT ROOM 

PLEASE SEE COACH NASH IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS 

 

 

The 2019 Early Spring Choir, Orchestra, and Band 

Concerts will take place March 4, 5, 6 at 7:00 PM  

Douglas P. Goheen Auditorium  

 

 

  

 

 December-May   Scholarship Assistance - Mrs. Steinkuehler - North Alcove, Cafeteria 

 DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED Pick up Cap/Gown/Announcements - TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED 

     Any Cap/Gown/Announcements Not Picked Up - Division Office 

 Sat., April 27   Prom - 7:00 pm until 11:00 pm @ Capitol Plaza 

     Post Prom - 11:00 pm until 2:00 am - TWHS Gyms 

 Tues., May 14   Seniors Last Day 

 Fri., May 17   Graduation Rehearsal - TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED - Expocentre  

 Sat., May 18   Graduation 10:30 am, Expocentre (BE THERE BY  9:45)  

      



Musical - February 7, 8, 9 at 7:00 pm, February 10 at 2:00 pm 

We've got magic to do!  Just for you...and your friends...and your family! 

Join the cast, orchestra, and crew of over 70 students for the classic American musical, Pippin!   

Winner of four 2013 Tony Awards including Best Musical Revival, Pippin continues to captivate and 

appeal to the young at heart throughout the world. With an unforgettable score from Grammy and Os-

car winner responsible for Wicked, Stephen Schwartz, Pippin is the story of one young man's journey 

to be extraordinary.  The young prince Pippin is in search of the secret to true happiness and fulfill-

ment. He seeks it in the glories of the battlefield, temptations, and the intrigues of political power. In 

the end, though, Pippin finds that happiness lies not in extraordinary endeavors, but rather in the  

unextraordinary moments that happen every day.  Pippin's message is universal and will connect 

with audiences across the age spectrum.  

(Music Theatre International) 

All tickets are for open seating and my be purchased with cash or check from any cast member, at 

the door, or online with a credit card and additional fee at  

https://topekawest.booktix.com/.  Adults $10. Students $5. 

https://topekawest.booktix.com/


Topeka West Theatre Thespian Troupe #3061 Brings Home Gold 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SUPPORTED THE 2018 YEAR IN TOPEKA WEST THEATRE! 

 

 

Kansas Thespian Festival is a three day festival open to Thespian troupes from all across the state 
of Kansas. Over 1500 students come to Wichita to perform, participate in workshops, compete and 
qualify for the International Thespian Festival, and audition for various scholarships. This was an 
exceptional year for the 13 students who represented the entire theatre department. 

Gold Honor Troupe - Topeka West Theatre students participation in shows throughout the year 
earned Topeka West Theatre Gold Troupe Honor status for the second year in a row.  This is the 
highest honor an individual theatre troupe can attain, and Topeka West is the only troupe in the 
Topeka area to achieve Gold status for both 2017 and 2018.   

One Act Performances - The Adventure of a Lifetime, written by student Maria Rupp and directed 
by student Kevin Coffman was performed at the festival and well received by audiences. 

Individual Events -  

 Kaya Beitz received superior rating and perfect score in the Musical Solo category, qualified for 
International Festival, and represented Topeka West at the Individual Events Showcase of the 
Top 12 Individual Events at the festival. 

 Maria Rupp received a superior rating in the Acting Solo category and qualified for International 
Festival 

 Kaylee Free and Erin Watts received excellent ratings in the Duet Acting category. 

 Malissa Newcome received and excellent rating on her Musical Solo Performance. 

 Braden Chaffin and Erin Watts were invited to talk to over 30 different schools after their audi-
tions for regional schools. 

Improv Competition - 

 Alexys Carreno, Hugo Gonzalez, Maria Rupp, Zoe Tippets, and Braden Chaffin competed well 
in the Improv Competition. 

Speed Charades -  

 Kaya Beitz, Malissa Newcome, Gabriella Dominguez, Taylor Province, and Kaylee Free took 
2nd Place in the Speed Charades competition. 

College Auditions -  



 

TOPEKA WEST HIGH SCHOOL POST PROM   

What is Post Prom?  In the not-so-distant past, prom-goers found ways to celebrate until sunrise. Unfortunately, 

much of what they did during those pre-dawn hours was dangerous, even deadly. In an effort to reduce reckless 

behavior, including drinking and driving, Topeka West created Post-Prom to give kids a safe, chaperoned alterna-

tive. 

When is Post Prom?  An after Prom event held from 11:00 pm to 2:00 am.  Once students enter they may not leave 

and re-enter. There are USD 501 and Topeka Police present as a deterrent to any undesirable attendees or student 

behavior.  Students must have bought a ticket in advance ($7) and present their student ID to enter. They do not 

have to attend prom to attend post-prom.  

What will students do all night? Have lots of fun!  There will be music, good food, fun activities, and great prizes! 

How can you help?  We need parent volunteers at our fundraiser events. We are also in need volunteers to help 

plan Post Prom. We need parent volunteers the evening before prom to help with decorating and set-up. And of 

course, we need parent volunteers for the actual event.  

meeting location/dates:  Mon. February 4 - Media Center at 7:00 p.m. All parents welcome, please join 

us!  3/4/19, 4/1/19 

 

ORDER YOUR 2018-2019 YEARBOOK! 

Order your piece of Topeka West High School history today!    

Feb. 1-May 1 - $60 

Please call 438-4134 or email jmiller3@tps501.org if you have 

any questions. 

BOYS TENNIS TEAM MEETING  

THERE WILL BE A MEETING FOR ALL BOYS INTERESTED IN PLAYING TENNIS THIS SPRING  

ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH AT 3:05 PM IN ROOM S501.   



 TWHS MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

  

GO TO:  www.youtube.com 

SEARCH:  Topeka West Television Vid 

SELECT CHANNEL BOX:  TWTV (Purple and Gray) 

TWITTER 

@TPSTwest is the official twitter account for Topeka West High School 

WE ARE TRYING TO GET MORE PEOPLE INVOLVED WITH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER ACCOUNTS ASSOCIATED WITH TOPEKA WEST HIGH 

SCHOOL.  THERE IS A LOT OF PERTINENT INFORMATION POSTED TO BOTH ACCOUNTS.  “LIKE” OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR UP TO DATE 

INFORMATION ON EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS HERE AT TOPEKA WEST HIGH SCHOOL.  WE ALSO HAVE A SPORTS CHANNEL (NFHS NET-

WORK) AND OUR VERY OWN TWHS MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS ON YOUTUBE.   

  FACEBOOK 

www.facebook.com/TopekaWest501 is the schools official Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/pages/Westside-Pride-Topeka-West-Booster-Club 

is the Westside Pride official Facebook page 

 

 

@TopekaWestAthle is the official twitter account for the athletic department 

@TWWestsidePride is the official twitter account for the Westside Pride Booster Club 

  

http://www.facebook.com/TopekaWest501
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Westside-Pride-Topeka-West-Booster-Club


  CRIME PREVENTION AND SAFETY TIP 

 TPS Sergeant Donnie Kennedy (785.438.4002) 

TPS Officer Jack Reynolds (785.438.4058) 

FEBRUARY IS SEAT BELT AWARENESS MONTH! 

SEAT BELTS & CHILD SAFETY SEATS 

Child Passengers 

 

A driver can be stopped and issued a citation when a law enforcement officer observes an unrestrained child riding in 

a vehicle. Violations of the Child Passenger Safety Act will cost you a $60 fine, plus court costs. 

 

The Kansas Child Passenger Safety Act was amended during the 2006 Legislative Session to require children ages 

4, 5, 6, and 7 to be in secured booster seats. For more information, visit the Give Your Child a Boost link. 

 

To ensure your child is properly secured in his/her safety seat, you may make an appointment with a certified child 

safety seat technician. The Highway Patrol offers free safety seat check-ups and installations by certified technicians 

at each troop's headquarters. Please call your nearest headquarters office to make an appointment. 

 

The safest place for child passengers is in the back seat. Airbags may cause additional harm to a child's small body, 

if the child is riding in the front seat. 

 

Seat belts are made to fit adults and do not protect small children properly. Booster seats work by raising the child up 

so the lap and shoulder belts are positioned properly across the child's chest and hips. Tucking the seat belt under 

the child's arm or behind their back also may cause more serious injuries during a crash. 

 

Booster seats reduce the risk of injury by 59%, compared to using only a seat belt. 

 

Adult Passengers 

 

Air bags, combined with lap and shoulder safety belts, offer the most effective safety protection available today for 

adult passengers. All front seat passengers of motor vehicles designed to carry 10 or less passengers must wear 

safety belts. This includes pickup trucks registered for 12,000 pounds and farm trucks registered for 16,000 pounds. 

 

In June of 2010, enforcement of the adult safety belt law became a Primary law. The Kansas law enables police offic-

ers to stop and ticket the driver of any passenger vehicle if either the driver or front seat passenger is observed not 

wearing a seat belt. This law also applies to anyone under age 18. Passengers in the back seat may be cited only 

when there is another citable offense at the time. 

 

Under Kansas law, all vehicle manufacturers are required to carry full warranties on safety belts for 10 years. 

 

To read the Child Passenger Safety Act and Kansas statutes pertaining to seat belts, visit the Kansas Legislature's 

website. 

  

http://www.kansashighwaypatrol.org/200/Seat-Belts-Child-Safety-Seats 

https://www.ktsro.org/child-passenger-safety-resources
http://kslegislature.org/li
http://kslegislature.org/li








Counselor’s corner 

ENROLLMENT 2019-2020:   Several dates in January were dedicated to enrollment during Charger 
Time.  Contact the division office should you have questions about your student’s enrollment for the next 
school year.  Students understand that the classes they are currently selecting will be the classes on next 
year’s schedule.  Go to the Topeka West High School home page, click the Guidance tab, and view the 
Program of Studies and Enrollment tab online.  

       DIVISION 1         DIVISION 2        

   A-K:  438-4005     L-Z:  438-4004   

WASHBURN TECHNICAL SCHOOL:  Washburn Institute of Technology counselor Rose Cantrell is available 
to talk to any sophomores or juniors every Thursday that are interested in attending Washburn Institute 
of Technology (WIT) in August 2019. Students may sign up to see Ms. Cantrell on the Topeka West web-
site under the Guidance Tab and go to the College and Career tab. Students that need to speak to Ms. 
Cantrell may reach her at 785-217-1269. Students that are interested in attending WIT will need to take 
the Accuplacer test on the Topeka West Campus. The following days and times are available to students: 
Feb. 15, 8 AM Media Center, March 21, 8 AM, and April 25, 8 AM Media Center. 

On Feb. 21 WIT will be hosting the National Technical Letter of Intent Signing Day 8:00 a.m.— 3 p.m.   
Students that have been approved to attend WIT in the Fall and their families are welcomed to attend 
this event.  

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM:  Seniors and parents should save all letters of notification about winning 
scholarships.  These will be listed in the commencement program upon giving a copy of the letter to 
Christine Steinkuehler in the North Alcove of the TWHS Cafeteria.  Remember you can list all scholarships 
offered, not just those that were accepted.  Deadline for submission is April 15, 2019. 

2018-2019 ACT TESTING INFORMATION 

TEST DATE REGISTRATION DEADLINE (LATE FEE REQUIRED) 

April 13, 2019 March 8, 2019 March 25, 2019 

June 8, 2019 May 3, 2019 May 20, 2019 

July 13, 2019 June 14, 2019 June 24, 2019 

(Registration materials are available in the Counseling Center, or students may register online at www.act.org ) 

LOCATION:  Topeka West High School - B Building  

REPORT BY 7:45 a.m. 

If testing location questions - please call Roxana Peraza, Counselor 438-4036 

Topeka West High School Code: 172-928 

TWHS CENTER CODE:  176190 

Students must bring  photo I.D., calculator, #2 pencils, and their admission  ticket. 

Two weeks prior to test. Students must upload their photo to ACT.org 

SAT:  Saturday, March 9, 2019 (www.collegeboard.com)  









February Scholarship News 

Here is a list of local and state scholarship applications that are available now. For more information go 

to Ms. Steinkuehler’s webpage at https://sites.google.com/a/tps501.org/twhs--gifted- 

education/scholarships 

Azura Credit Union 

--$500 

--General, must be a credit union member 

--Deadline February 1st 

https://www.azuracu.com/Special-Promotions/Scholarship-Guidelines-and-Requirements.aspx 

Kansas Kiwanis Foundation Scholarships 

--Online application, transcript and letter of recommendation from a community member 

--$22,000 in scholarships given away last year 

--Deadline February 1st 

http://www.kskiwanis.org/scholarships 

Topeka Legal and Professional Scholarship 

--$200/$300 

--General Scholarship 

--Transcript, Two letters of recommendation, autobiographical statement 

--Deadline February 8th 

--Available in the north alcove 

Hy-Vee Foundation Scholarship 

-- (40) $1, 000 scholarships awarded 

--Applicants must work for Hy-Vee and have begun working before September 15, 2014 

--Transcript, personal statement describing a time when Hy-Vee made a difference in your life, -- 

--Resume and online application. 

--Deadline February 8 

--http://www.hy-vee.com/company/scholarships/default.aspx 

Topeka Alumnae Panhellenic Council 

--$500 

--For young women with a minimum of a 3.5 GPA and 22 ACT score who have participated in 

school/community/employment opportunities 

--Resume, short essay, transcript, counselor form 

--Deadline February 15th 

--https://topekapanhellenic.weebly.com/about.html 

Great Plains Association for College Admissions Counseling 

--Composite ACT score of 21-28 or SAT equivalent 

--500 word essay, copy of transcript 

--$1,000 award 

--Deadline February 15th 

--http://www.gpacac.net/student-scholarship 

KSU First Scholar 

--$5,000 renewable 

--Must be a first-generation college student (neither parent earned more than two years 

education beyond high school and no post-secondary degree) 

Scholarship news 



--Demonstrate financial need, completed FAFSA 

--Achieve an ACT score between 21-26 and an average cumulative GPA of a 3.0 

--Reside in the Living Learning Community for First Scholars® during the freshmen year 

--Agree to participate in the program including developing and implementing an Individual 

Strategic Plan and participating in and attending social, cultural, and academic, leadership, and 

service opportunities. 

--Maintain a 2.5 cumulative GPA as a K-State student and complete all program requirements. 

--Deadline February 22nd 

--https://www.k-state.edu/firstscholars/ 

 

Shawnee County Farm Bureau Scholarships 

--Several $500 scholarships, which are re-apply able 

--Essay and transcript 

--Application attached at the bottom of the page 

--Deadline March 1st 

 

Kansas Grain and Feed Association Scholarship 

--$1,500 to $500 scholarships 

--General 

--Transcript, 2 reference letters and application 

--Deadline March 1st 

https://tmp-m.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/2019-2020-Kansas-Grain-and-Feed- 

Association-Scholarship-Application.pdf 

 

TWHS Class of 1962 Scholarship 

--One non-renewable scholarship to be given to a graduating senior of Topeka West High School 

--2.5 minimum GPA 

--Resume 

--Two letters of reference from high school teachers 

--Completed Family Financial Analysis Form 

--Deadline March 1 

https://www.topekapublicschools.net/cms/lib/KS02203960/Centricity/Domain/79/TWHS%20Class%20o 

f%201962%20Scholarship%20application%20packet.pdf 

Linda Dryer Education 

--$250/year renewable for 4 years 

--3.0 GPA 

--Transcript, 2 letters of recommendation, resume, online application 

https://www.topekapublicschools.net/cms/lib/KS02203960/Centricity/Domain/79/Linda%20Dryer%20 

Memorial%20Scholarship%20application%20packet.pdf 

LULAC Scholarship for Hispanics 

--Three $500 Awards to Hispanic high school students in Topeka area 

--2.5 minimum GPA, 2 letters of reference, Honors and activities 

--Personal statement and essay required 

--Transcript 

--Deadline March 8th 

--Applications available in the north alcove. 

Scholarship news 







 

 

 

Do you need to replace a bed in your home? 

 

NOW IS THE TIME! 

 

The Topeka West Charger Band is hosting a one day Mattress Sale at Topeka West 

High School on Saturday, March 30th from 10AM-5PM in the small gym. 

 

There will be 28 floor models on display for you to try from name brand compa-

nies like Simmons Beautyrest. All beds are brand new, available in all sizes, and 

come with factory warranties! There will also be pillows, mattress protectors, 

frames and even adjustable bases available as well!  

 

Best of all, prices are less than retail stores! Mention this announcement and re-

ceive free delivery with any mattress purchase! 

 






