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Topeka West Mission Statement 

Topeka West is… 
Working toward career and college  
readiness, 
Engaging students in quality learning, 
Sustaining a culture of respect and a  
Tradition of excellence 

 

 

Musical - February 7, 8, 9 at 7:00 pm, February 10 at 2:00 pm 

We've got magic to do!  Just for you...and your friends...and 
your family! 

Join the cast, orchestra, and crew of over 70 students for the 
classic American musical, Pippin!   

Winner of four 2013 Tony Awards including Best Musical Re-
vival, Pippin continues to captivate and appeal to the young at 
heart throughout the world. With an unforgettable score from 
Grammy and Oscar winner responsible for Wicked, Stephen 
Schwartz, Pippin is the story of one young man's journey to be 
extraordinary.  The young prince Pippin is in search of the se-
cret to true happiness and fulfillment. He seeks it in the glories 
of the battlefield, temptations, and the intrigues of political pow-
er. In the end, though, Pippin finds that happiness lies not in 
extraordinary endeavors, but rather in the unextraordinary mo-
ments that happen every day.  Pippin's message is universal 
and will connect with audiences across the age spectrum. 
(Music Theatre International) 

All tickets are for open seating and my be purchased with cash 
or check from any cast member, at the door, or online with a 
credit card and additional fee at  
https://topekawest.booktix.com/.  Adults $10. Students $5. 

https://topekawest.booktix.com/


TOPEKA WEST HIGH SCHOOL CHARGER NEWS  
From the Desk of Dustin Dick, Principal 

The Topeka Public Schools, Unified School District No. 501 is committed to affirmative action and equal opportunity. No person shall, on 

the basis of age, race, color, creed, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, disability, national origin or an-

cestry be denied lawful access to any appropriate educational service, program or activity provided by the school district. The Title VI and 

Title IX compliance coordinator is the Assistant Superintendent for Teaching/Learning/Administration. The Section 504/Title II compliance 

coordinator is the Coordinator of College and Career Ready Services. For employment, the EEO/AA officer is the General Director of Human 

Resources. All compliance coordinators may be contacted at 624 SW 24th Street, Topeka, KS 66611-1294, (785) 295-3000. The clerk of the 

Board of Education has been designated to receive and redirect or handle inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies, regulations and 

procedures. The clerk may be contacted by calling (785) 295-3045 or by writing to 624 SW 24th Street, Topeka, KS 66611-1294. 

Welcome to the start of 2019!  As we concluded the fall semester some of the initiatives that we started in the 
first semester started to become a bit more relaxed around campus.  We are refocusing our efforts on some 
of those to start this semester. One of those is the use of student cell phones. Students are not to have their 
cell phones out during class time. They may have them during passing periods and lunch, but not during 
class time.  Administrators are randomly checking classrooms throughout the school day and taking phones 
that are out during that time. Students may pick up their phones from the administrator’s office at the end of 
the school day should that happen. Students should place their phones in the Yondr pouch provided in the 
classroom when they get to class.  We are also taking a greater focus on student attendance and ensuring all 
students are in each of their classes on time each day. Research shows that one of the greatest predictors of 
classroom success is a high attendance rate. You and your student should strive to miss no more than 4 
school days in a semester. 
 
As the first semester starts I wanted to share some information with you on a few things that will be  
happening very soon.  We will begin the pre-enrollment process with students for the next school year  
schedules through the month of January and February.  Each of you will receive an email with information 
attached about enrollment for your student by grade level. This will contain some general information about 
things you and your student should consider when enrolling in classes at that grade level. Please take some 
time to  
discuss course options with your students and how those can relate to the future plans. For those of you with 
students that will be juniors and seniors for the next year you will also want to begin discussing dual credit 
options with Washburn University, Washburn University of Technology courses, and TCALC (Topeka Center 
for Advanced Learning and Careers) programs.   
We continue to see increases in students taking concurrent credit classes and earning both College Credit 
and High School Credit at the same time. This past semester 414 college credit hours were earned by  
Topeka West students.  By taking concurrent credit classes the tuition cost is half of what Washburn normally 
charges, this is a significant savings to our Topeka West families. This semester alone Topeka West families 
saved a total of $60,444 in tuition costs by doing this course work as part of their school day at Topeka 
West.   
 
I hope you all have a great 2019, as always if there is anything I can do to help your student of you please let 
me know. 
 
Dustin Dick 
Principal 
 

tel:%28785%29%20295-3000
tel:%28785%29%20295-3045


JANUARY, 2019 TWHS EVENTS CALENDAR  

Fri., January 11 Basketball vs. Washburn Rural - 4:30 - TWHS Gymnasiums 

Sat., January 12 JROTC Drill Meet -  Leavenworth, KS 

Wed., January 16 8th Grade Parent Night - 6:00 - 7:00 PM - Douglas P. Goheen Auditorium 

Thurs-Sat., January 17-19 Topeka Invitational Basketball Tournament - 3:15 PM - TWHS Gymnasium 

Mon., January 21 NO SCHOOL - MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 

Tues., January 22 SCHOOL RESUMES - All students report - BLOCK WEEK 

Sat., January 26 JROTC ANNUAL CHILI FEED - 4:30 pm until 7:30 pm - TWHS GYMNASIUM 

Mon., January 28 Italian Dinner Night - 5:30 pm until 9:00 pm - Cafeteria 

LOOKING AHEAD TO FEBRUARY, 2019 - MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

Sat., February 2 Snow Ball Dance - 8:00  PM - 11:00 PM - TWHS Gymnasium 

Thurs., Feb. 7 - Sun., Feb 10 Pippin Musical - 7:00 PM (Thursday, Friday & Saturday) (Sunday, 2:00 PM) 

Douglas P. Goheen Auditorium, Topeka West   

Wed., Feb. 20 - Thurs., Feb 21 Parent Teacher Conferences  

Thurs., Feb 21 Spring Sports Parent Meeting - Cafeteria - 7:00 PM 

2018-2019 TWHS CALENDAR ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE:   

https://sites.google.com/a/tps501.org/topeka-west-high-school-google/   

NOTE:  CALENDAR DATES MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 December-May   Scholarship Assistance - Mrs. Steinkuehler - North Alcove, Cafeteria 

 

 DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED Pick up Cap/Gown/Announcements - TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED 

     Any Cap/Gown/Announcements Not Picked Up - Division Office 

 

 Sat., April 27   Prom - 7:00 pm until 11:00 pm @ Capitol Plaza 

     Post Prom - 11:00 pm until 2:00 am - TWHS Gyms 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Join the Topeka West Orchestra for an evening of great music and tasty food!  Our annual 

Italian Dinner Night is scheduled for Monday, January 28 in the Topeka West cafeteria. The 

first seating, starting at 5:30 p.m. will feature Concert Strings performing as Premier 

Strings serves lasagna, salad, and cheesecake. During the second seating, starting at 6:45 

p.m., the two groups will exchange roles. This is the orchestras’ most important fundraiser 

of the year, which always proves to be a delightful evening for those who attend. Prices 

are $12.00 for adults,  $8.00 for students, and $5.00 for a child’s plate.  

Deadline to purchase tickets is Thursday, January 24. 

 

For more information, contact an orchestra member or leave a message for 

Karen Chapman at (785‐438‐5832) or email kchapman@tps501.org 

TOPEKA WEST ORCHESTRA PRESENTS 

ITALIAN DINNER NIGHT  

 

           SERENADE               YOUR SWEETIE    
 

 The Topeka West Strings will again offer “Valentine Serenades”!  We will deliver our 

serenades on  Thursday, February 14th  at a Topeka location.  For a suggested donation of 

$30.00, a string  ensemble  ill  play a romantic song, present your special someone with a 

carnation and a small box of candy.  

If you  have  a loved  one  far  away, we  would  be  happy  to share a musical valentine via 

email, for a suggested  additional donation  of  $15.00.  

For more information, contact an orchestra member or leave a message for  

Karen Chapman at (785‐438‐5832) or email kchapman@tps501.org 

mailto:cvoth@tps501.org
mailto:kchapman@tps501.org


 

TOPEKA WEST HIGH SCHOOL POST PROM   

What is Post Prom?  In the not-so-distant past, prom-goers found ways to celebrate until sunrise. Unfortunately, 

much of what they did during those pre-dawn hours was dangerous, even deadly. In an effort to reduce reckless 

behavior, including drinking and driving, Topeka West created Post-Prom to give kids a safe, chaperoned alterna-

tive. 

When is Post Prom?  An after Prom event held from 11:00 pm to 2:00 am.  Once students enter they may not leave 

and re-enter. There are USD 501 and Topeka Police present as a deterrent to any undesirable attendees or student 

behavior.  Students must have bought a ticket in advance ($7) and present their student ID to enter. They do not 

have to attend prom to attend post-prom.  

What will students do all night? Have lots of fun!  There will be music, good food, fun activities, and great prizes! 

How can you help?  We need parent volunteers at our fundraiser events. We are also in need volunteers to help 

plan Post Prom. We need parent volunteers the evening before prom to help with decorating and set-up. And of 

course, we need parent volunteers for the actual event.  

meeting location/dates:  Mon. February 4 - Media Center at 7:00 p.m. All parents welcome, please join 

us!  3/4/19, 4/1/19 

BOYS TENNIS TEAM MEETING  

THERE WILL BE A MEETING FOR ALL BOYS INTERESTED IN PLAYING TENNIS THIS SPRING  

ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH AT 3:05 PM IN ROOM S501.   

 

ORDER YOUR 2018-2019 YEARBOOK! 

Order your piece of Topeka West High School history today!    

Jan. 1-31 - $55, Feb. 1-May 1 - $60 

Please call 438-4134 or email jmiller3@tps501.org if you have 

any questions. 



 TWHS MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

  

GO TO:  www.youtube.com 

SEARCH:  Topeka West Television Vid 

SELECT CHANNEL BOX:  TWTV (Purple and Gray) 

TWITTER 

@TPSTwest is the official twitter account for Topeka West High School 

WE ARE TRYING TO GET MORE PEOPLE INVOLVED WITH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER ACCOUNTS ASSOCIATED WITH TOPEKA WEST HIGH 

SCHOOL.  THERE IS A LOT OF PERTINENT INFORMATION POSTED TO BOTH ACCOUNTS.  “LIKE” OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR UP TO DATE 

INFORMATION ON EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS HERE AT TOPEKA WEST HIGH SCHOOL.  WE ALSO HAVE A SPORTS CHANNEL (NFHS NET-

WORK) AND OUR VERY OWN TWHS MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS ON YOUTUBE.   

  FACEBOOK 

www.facebook.com/TopekaWest501 is the schools official Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/pages/Westside-Pride-Topeka-West-Booster-Club 

is the Westside Pride official Facebook page 
 
 

@TopekaWestAthle is the official twitter account for the athletic department 

@TWWestsidePride is the official twitter account for the Westside Pride Booster Club 

  

http://www.facebook.com/TopekaWest501
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Westside-Pride-Topeka-West-Booster-Club




  CRIME PREVENTION AND SAFETY TIP 

 TPS Sergeant Donnie Kennedy (785.438.4002) 

TPS Officer Jack Reynolds (785.438.4058) 

 



   CRIME PREVENTION AND SAFETY TIP  

 

 







Counselor’s corner 

2018-2019 ACT TESTING INFORMATION 

TEST DATE REGISTRATION DEADLINE (LATE FEE REQUIRED) 

February 9, 2019 January 11, 2019 January 18, 2019 

April 13, 2019 March 8, 2019 March 25, 2019 

June 8, 2019 May 3, 2019 May 20, 2019 

July 13, 2019 June 14, 2019 June 24, 2019 

(Registration materials are available in the Counseling Center, or students may register online at www.act.org ) 

LOCATION:  Topeka West High School - B Building  

REPORT BY 7:45 a.m. 

If testing location questions - please call Roxana Peraza, Counselor 438-4036 

Topeka West High School Code: 172-928 

TWHS CENTER CODE:  176190 

Students must bring  photo I.D., calculator, #2 pencils, and their admission  ticket. 

Two weeks prior to test. Students must upload their photo to ACT.org 

SAT:  Saturday, March 9, 2019 (www.collegeboard.com)  

SECOND SEMESTER COURSES:  Friday, December 21, 20187, was the last day to change student schedules 

for second semester.  An appeal process is in place through Friday, January 4, 2019 for those students in 

courses they may have already had and passed or seniors who have failed a course and need to retake it.  

Students can check their Chromebooks for their schedules. 

EIGHTH GRADE PARENT NIGHT:  Enrollment Meeting – Wednesday, January 16, 2019, 6:00 p.m. in the To-

peka West High School auditorium. 

HIGH SCHOOL ENROLLMENT:  Tuesday and Friday January 22-25, Wednesday and Thursday January 24 and 

25.  It is very helpful if parents take an active interest in this enrollment process during the respective en-

rollment time as it assists their students in making course and career choices. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL ENROLLMENT:  The week of Feb 4, 2019. 

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM:  Seniors and parents should save all letters of notification about winning 

scholarships.  These will be listed in the commencement program upon giving a copy of the letter to Chris-

tine Steinkuehler in the North Alcove of the TWHS Cafeteria.  Remember you can list all scholarships 

offered, not just those that were accepted.  Deadline for submission is Monday, April  8, 2019. 

WASHBURN TECH:  Any sophomore, junior, or senior interested in attending Washburn Technical School 

next year should sign up on their Chromebooks on the Topeka West website. Under the Guidance tab and 

go to College and Career.   

Questions?  Call:  670-2373. 



Counselor’s corner 



Scholarship news 

January Scholarships 
KU Hixson Opportunity Award 

https://admissions.ku.edu/tuition-scholarships/hixson-opportunity-award 

--$5,250 Renewable award that can be combined with other renewable KU scholarships 

 --Ten students selected a year 

--Must have faced significant personal challenges and financial hardship, be a Kansas resident, be admitted to KU 

 --Must complete the FAFSA 

 --Deadline: January 4, 2019 

Shawnee County Extension Master Gardener Scholarship 

 http://www.shawnee.k-state.edu/lawn-garden/master-gardener/YouthScholarship.html 

--Current year graduating Topeka/Shawnee County high school senior 

--Shawnee county resident 

--3.0 minimum GPA 

--Interest in community service 

Washburn University Wiseman 

https://washburn.wufoo.com/forms/wiseman-scholarship-application/ 

 --Must have a 2.0 GPA and take 24 hours/year 

 --$500/year renewable 

Margaret Van Horn Scholarship http://community.ksde.org/Portals/49/Documents/2016_AEOP_Scholarship_FormOct.pdf 

 --$300 award 

--Open to students planning to attend a four-year university or technical school  

 --Handwritten applications will be disqualified 

 --Official transcript,  

--Essay entitled “Why I am choosing an Education or Business-Related Career or Vocation” 

TOPEKA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS  

https://www.topekacommunityfoundation.org/students/applyingforscholarships/ 

--Deadline January 15t 

---Multiple scholarships with varying requirements and award amounts 

Washburn Art Department Scholarships 

https://washburn.edu/academics/college-schools/arts-sciences/departments/art/files/art-dept-scholarship-info-2018-2019.pdf 

--Amounts vary 

--2 letters of reference, portfolio, application 

--Must be enrolled as a full-time student 

--Deadline February 1 

Kansas Masonic Foundation 

https://app.wizehive.com/appform/login/kmfapp2019 

 --10-$1,000 scholarships to each of the KS Regents Schools and Washburn University 

--Must have a 2.75 GPA 

--Demonstrate financial need 

--Application online 

Kansas Masonic Foundation Technical College Scholarship 

 http://kmfonline.org/apply-for-scholarship/#General 

--10--$500 scholarships to Flint Hills Technical College, Manhattan Area Technical College, North Central Kansas Technical College, 
Northwest Kansas Technical College, Salina Area Technical College, Washburn Institute of Technology, and Wichita Area Technical Col-
lege 

--Must have 2.5 GPA and demonstrated financial need.  
 
 

https://admissions.ku.edu/tuition-scholarships/hixson-opportunity-award
http://www.shawnee.k-state.edu/lawn-garden/master-gardener/YouthScholarship.html
https://washburn.wufoo.com/forms/wiseman-scholarship-application/
http://community.ksde.org/Portals/49/Documents/2016_AEOP_Scholarship_FormOct.pdf
https://www.topekacommunityfoundation.org/students/applyingforscholarships/
https://washburn.edu/academics/college-schools/arts-sciences/departments/art/files/art-dept-scholarship-info-2018-2019.pdf
https://app.wizehive.com/appform/login/kmfapp2019
http://kmfonline.org/apply-for-scholarship/%23General


Scholarship news 

KSU’s Edgerly-Franklin Leadership Scholarship 

http://www.k-state.edu/admissions/finaid/edgerley-franklin-leadership.html  

— 3.5 or above, strong record of community service, be a U.S. citizen, permanent resident or Kansas high school graduate 

 Apply for acceptance to the Developing Scholars Program  

 Participate in leadership studies 

 On-campus interview and recognition event 

 Low-income, first generation students of all racial and ethnic backgrounds are especially encouraged to apply 

 $5,000 freshman year with GPA of 3.25 or above. 

 Deadline January 15 






