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Eagles, 

“A life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives” 

Jackie Robinson, the first African American to play in Major League Baseball 

 

I’m sure you have gathered by now that I am a huge baseball fan.  I love baseball because it requires strategy, skill, patience, 

and teamwork.  Baseball is like life in that natural ability can only take you so far.  To be successful you have to be patient and 

make the most of the opportunities that come your way.  Additionally, even if you strike out you know another chance will 

come your way.  I want all of our Eakin Eagles to have the strategy, skills, patience, and teamwork necessary to be successful! 

 

Our quote this week comes from Jackie Robinson, the first African American to play in Major League Baseball.  On April 15, 

1947, Jackie Robinson made history. This past week Major League Baseball celebrated him by having every player wear his 

iconic 42 on their jerseys.  His quote is a reminder that the importance of our lives is based on the impact we have on others.  

As we enter another week together it is my hope that we continue to empower our children by teaching them the impact they 

can have on others. 

 

As always, we have a lot happening at Eakin!  Everything you need to know is included below: 

Morning Announcements  

Starting our morning together as an Eakin family is one of the many highlights of my day!  We will be continuing virtual 

announcements throughout the remainder of the year, at least.  We will begin promptly at 8:00 each morning.  So grab your 

breakfast and be ready to start each day as an Eakin Family! 

4/19 Announcements 

4/20 Announcements 

 4/21 Announcements 

 4/22 Announcements 

 4/23 Announcements 

 

TNReady Testing for 3rd and 4th Graders 

This coming week marks the beginning of state mandated testing for all 3rd through 12th grade students in Tennessee public 

schools.  There were many factors taken into consideration when creating our testing schedule.  We sought to create a 

schedule that met the needs of in-person and virtual learners, limited time in the building and changes in family schedules for 

virtual learners, and provided ample time for our students to do their best.  As a reminder, the state of Tennessee is requiring 

districts to have at least 80% of students complete the assessment to avoid negative consequences from test results.  For our 

Eakin Eagles, I am confident that we will SOAR and do very well!  However, we need your help with meeting the state’s 80% 

expected participation rate.  If you have individual needs in order for your child to complete testing please contact our Dean 

of Instruction, Kirsten Clark, at kirsten.clark@mnps.org. 

 

Our in-person learners will complete the assessment during their regular school day.  Our virtual students will need to arrive 

at Eakin by 8:30 and enter on the Fairfax Ave. entrance.  The testing schedule is as follows: 

  

Eric Hartfelder, Executive Principal 

eric.hartfelder@mnps.org 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzVhZDI2MjgtMGRhOS00M2UyLTk4NTktMmU3NDBjZDdlNmIz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c6828257-6410-407e-b557-b5dc7211de55%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a7e39b14-26b2-4e00-a18b-aaa35bd841d5%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d&btype=a&role=a
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTY4YjJkNjYtYTUxZC00NWEzLThhMGQtMWE0MTA1ZmEzYmY2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c6828257-6410-407e-b557-b5dc7211de55%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a7e39b14-26b2-4e00-a18b-aaa35bd841d5%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d&btype=a&role=a
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzcxMTI3NjctOGJjYy00NTgyLWFmZWYtNTRhZmIzYzQ4Nzlk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c6828257-6410-407e-b557-b5dc7211de55%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a7e39b14-26b2-4e00-a18b-aaa35bd841d5%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d&btype=a&role=a
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MDAyZDFjNTMtMjAzNS00NTZmLWI3YjYtZjgwZjVkYTI4NTkw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c6828257-6410-407e-b557-b5dc7211de55%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a7e39b14-26b2-4e00-a18b-aaa35bd841d5%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d&btype=a&role=a
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2U4M2JkNWQtMmUzZC00ZGFhLWJmOTEtOTBmMmZkMmUwOTZk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c6828257-6410-407e-b557-b5dc7211de55%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a7e39b14-26b2-4e00-a18b-aaa35bd841d5%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d&btype=a&role=a
mailto:kirsten.clark@mnps.org
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Testing Window Closed 

April 21 April 22 April 23 

In-person Students 

ELA Subpart 1 

Virtual Students 

ELA Subpart 1 

Science 

Virtual Students 

ELA Subparts 2-4 

April 26 April 27 April 28 April 29 April 30 

Virtual Students 

Math Subparts 1-3 

In-person Students 

ELA Subparts 2-4 

In-person 

Math Subpart 1 

Science 

In-person 

Math Subpart 2-3 
Make-up Testing 

 

April PTO Meeting 

The PTO will be hosting its April meeting on Monday, April 19 at 6 p.m. Join via Zoom or watch on Facebook Live. We’ll be 

hearing more about the exciting new ELA curriculum that will be used next year and taking parent questions. We’ll also share 

more information about PTO leadership positions that still need to be filled to help make sure the 2021-2022 school year gets 

off to a strong start. Please make time to attend, get involved and make your voice heard!   

  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83958581911?pwd=c09FVXI2c05ZN3U4YU1NbDVqNEU3UT09 

Meeting ID: 839 5858 1911 

Passcode: 445066 

The Big Payback for Eakin 

I am excited to announce that Eakin’s PTO is engaging in the Big Payback campaign this year to raise funds for landscaping in 

key places on the school grounds.  A rendering will soon be available on the PTO website.  The Big Payback is 24 hours to 

celebrate the spirit of giving and collaboration, and ultimately, the extraordinary work that nonprofits do in Middle 

Tennessee. 

 

 WHEN: Starting online at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 5 through 6 p.m. on Thursday, May 6.   

 HOW: No amount is too small, you can donate by going to the following website to give at: 

https://www.thebigpayback.org/EakinPTO our goal is $4,000 dollars which will go a long way in making Eakin’s 

school grounds greener and more welcoming for the next academic school year. 

 WHAT: Donations towards the Big Payback event will go towards landscaping the Eakin grounds to leverage even 

greater impact for our day of volunteering this September during the Hands On Nashville’s HON Day event.  

 WHO: Eakin’s PTO is participating in the Community Foundation’s Big Payback campaign this year, Tennessee’s 

biggest day of annual giving.   Please help us in making it a success! 

 

School Help with Talent Show Recording 

We want ALL children to be able to participate in the talent show if they would like.  If you’d like some assistance with 

recording and submitting your child’s talent please contact Coach Warren or Ms. Bulbulkaya at abigail.warren@mnps.org or 

kelly.bulbulkaya@mnps.org, respectively.  Our ability to help will be based on the number of requests. 

 

Mr. Hartfelder’s Karaoke Challenge! 

This coming Monday marks the beginning of the first ever Karaoke Challenge at Eakin!  Mr. Hartfelder will be performing 

karaoke for the first time in his life at the end of the Talent Show.  What is special is that YOU get to decide which song he 

sings!  The song selection is: 

 

I want it that way 
Party in the USA 

Achy Breaky Heart 

My heart will go on 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83958581911?pwd=c09FVXI2c05ZN3U4YU1NbDVqNEU3UT09
https://www.thebigpayback.org/EakinPTO
mailto:abigail.warren@mnps.org
mailto:kelly.bulbulkaya@mnps.org
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All you have to do is go to https://osp.osmsinc.com/Nashville/ to donate to the song you want to hear!  Each “vote” is a $1 

minimum donation but you get to donate as much money as you would like!  We will be sharing regular updates on our 

Twitter account.  Follow us @EakinEagles, pick the song you would like to see Mr. Hartfelder perform, and donate!  Voting 

ends May 1st! 

 

Special note: We are also accepting check and cash donations directly delivered to the main office during school hours.  Please 

make checks payable to Eakin Elementary and include Karaoke and the name of the song you would like in the “for” line or 

on the outside of an envelope. 

 

Eakin’s Got Talent + Talent Show Watch Party 

The pandemic can’t stop us from holding this popular Eakin event! Join us Monday, May 3 at 6 p.m. for a talent show watch 

party. We’ll show pre-uploaded videos of some of Eakin’s most talented Eagles. Is that your student? Record a 4-minute (or 

shorter!) video of your student showcasing their talent and submit the video to eakinpto@gmail.com no later than Tuesday, 

April 27. See the attached flyer for more details. 

   

PTO Leadership Positions—We Need You! 

Thank you to all the parents who heeded the call at the March PTO meeting that we need new leaders in the Eakin PTO. There 

are still some important positions open, including co-president, communications coordinator and clubs coordinator. If you’re 

reading this and think you’ve got what it takes to volunteer and make a difference at Eakin (Spoiler alert: You do!) then email 

eakinpto@gmail.com and they'll tell you more about these roles. Honestly, they’re whatever you make of them—and I know 

you’ll do great! 

 

Gifted and Talented Screeners 

Screening for the Gifted & Talented Program in MNPS will take place in April and May 2021 for students in grades K-3 who 

were scheduled to be screened in the Spring of 2020 as well any student who met quantitative and qualitative criteria during 

the 2020-2021 school year.  The Office of Gifted and Talented compiled an initial list of students using district and school 

data.  This list will be provided to classroom teachers prior to the testing list being finalized.  Teacher recommendations for 

students who are not currently on the list will be taken into consideration using both quantitative and qualitative data.  The 

Office of Gifted and Talented will inform parents of students who meet the criteria for testing via email.  The Gifted & 

Talented Teacher will provide a list to teachers and school leaders of students who will be screened.  For additional 

information, you may contact the Gifted & Talented teacher at your school. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing everyone bright and early tomorrow for morning announcements!  Have a wonderful Sunday! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Executive Principal, Eakin Elementary School 

https://osp.osmsinc.com/Nashville/
mailto:eakinpto@gmail.com
mailto:eakinpto@gmail.com

