Mustang Minute

Greens Prairie Elementary Parent Monthly News & Updates

April 2026
Principal’s Perspective L

L
Spring is here! It's time to buckle up because this time of year is filled with fun, learning, and y
memorable moments! From special events and classroom activities to celebrations of growth, ’

this is one of the most exciting times of the year! As campus, grade level, and classroom
activiities are planned, we invite you to join in as we celebrate learning this final stretch of the
school year.

As we wrap up this school year, we are already looking ahead to next year. Returning student
registration opened April 1st. We are excited to meet our new students to Greens Prairie
Elementary at our new student registration night on April 30th. More information about student
registration is provided in this month's newsletter. If you have any questions about registration,
please contact our front office.

Thank you for your continued support as we finish an amazing school year! We are looking forward
to a fantastic, joy-filled final weeks of school!

With Mustang Pride,
Donna Bairrington, Principal

Greens Prairie News & Information

GP Rodeo Was a Boot-Scootin’ Success!

Wow! What a perfect rodeo day we enjoyed together as a school family! The weather was picture
perfect! Thank you to our GP PTO Rodeo Planning Committee for a fun and enjoyable event for our
students, families, staff, and neighbors. Memories were certainly made for each of our Mustangs!



Attendance Matters

Did you know that our campus goal for daily attendance is 97.1% of

students in attendance? Our March average daily attendance was N -l Ao

96.49%. We have been in school for a total of 135 days which is ~ ATTENDANCE MATPS‘

60,750 minutes of school so far! g 13,\ —F°
V

Regular attendance is essential for your child's success in school. Parents can help promote good
attendance by eliminating absences due to home activities, trips and family vacations which
should be scheduled to coincide with non-school days. As students attend CSISD schools our
district's vision is Each Life...Each Day...Each Hour. So every student, every day, every hour, and
every minute counts for each student's success!

Mission Accomplished!

Thanks to the generous donations from our school community and the PTO for leading the
playground project, the playground is complete! The new playground is a hit and enjoyed by all of
our students. Thank you again for your continued support, generosity, and commitment to making
our school an even better place for every student!

Arrival & Dismissal - Car Riders & Walkers

To help ensure a safe and smooth arrival and dismissal for all students, please review and follow
our car rider and walker procedures:




Walkers and Bike Riders:

Students are considered walkers and/or bike riders that walk or bike to and from school.
Students that walk to their car are considered car riders. During arrival and dismissal times, do
not park in the parking lot to drop off or pick up students. Use the designated car rider area

located behind the school for arrival and dismissal.
For dismissal, parents/guardians meet their child at the area outside the cafeteria.

Students must use the crosswalks and follow the safety directions of the crossing guard.

Car Riders:

Car riders are dropped off and picked up in the car lane behind the school.

The front parking lot is not for dropping off or picking up students.

The front car lane is for buses and students that require assistance from staff members.
Display your dismissal tag clearly in your windshield each day.

Students should enter and exit on the passenger side only.

Your cooperation helps keep arrival and dismissal safe, organized, and efficient for everyone.
Thank you for partnering with us to prioritize student safety!

2026-2027 New Student Registration Night

GREENS PRAIRIE ELEMENTARY

NEW STUDENT
NIGHT

SEE YOUR CHILD'S NEW SCHOOL « MEET STAFF « GET EXCITED FOR 2026-2T!

APRIL 30 e 6 - 7:30 PM o GREENS PRAIRIE ELEMENTARY

Lost and Found




Warmer days ahead! Please encourage your child to take a look in lost and found if he/she is
missing a jacket, sweater, hat, scarf, or mittons. The lost and found is quite full!
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a 3rd & 4th Grade State Assessment (STAAR)

As we approach state testing, we want to remind our students and families that this is simply Y
o another school day for students to do their best and show what they know. At GP, our philosophy is
o that our students have been learning and growing all year through high-quality instruction, and they
are prepared. Because of this strong foundation, we want our students to feel confident and ready.
r/ IR Most importantly, we want every student to feel proud of their best effort which is more that *
/ enough! 1
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Greens Prairie Elementary

STAAR
Testing Dates

3rd Grade ELAR

PRACTICE TEST

3rd Grade MATH
PRACTICE TEST

GP April & May School Activities
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GP Parent Information Hub - Link

GP PTO Corner

Did you know that all parents/guardians are members of the GP
PTO? There are many ways to help out at GP.

Volunteer Opportunities:

- Watch D.O.G.S.

- Serve on the PTO Board

- Donate your time at a PTO event such as the GP Rodeo, Book Fair,
STEM Night, Fine Arts Night

- Chaperone a field trip

- Host a student activity club for 2nd - 4th graders

*PTO *

- Help in the library
- Help in your child's classroom or grade level

Want to volunteer? Contact your child's teacher, the GP office, and/or our PTO board president, Lara
Leikham (pto.greensprairie@gmail.com).

2026-2027PT0



https://sites.google.com/csisd.org/gpparenthub/meet-our-front-office?authuser=0
mailto:pto.greensprairie@gmail.com

We are excited to begin recruiting for the 2026—2027 Greens Prairie PTO! If you're passionate about
supporting our school and making a difference, we would love to hear from you. Interested?
Complete the Google form linked below:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeF3tkMIHLIIKRjIzYrEcJy3tt1RJ_Mqgpegwt76Gg0OdgVh
DRA/viewform
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Library Volunteers Needed!

Mrs. Jankowski is looking for parent helpers in the GP Library!

Volunteers will:

%+ Check out books for students

%+ Help with reshelving (if time allows)

%+ Get a quick intro to our Destiny library system

It's an easy and fun way to serve our school and see our Mustangs during the day!

©© Sign up here:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10COF4EAAA62BABF9CE9-
62591804-library



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeF3tkMIHLIIkRjIzYrEcJy3tt1RJ_Mqpegwt76GgOdgVhDRA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeF3tkMIHLIIkRjIzYrEcJy3tt1RJ_Mqpegwt76GgOdgVhDRA/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAAA62BABF9CE9-

LIBRARY
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!
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Stock the Lounge - Treats for Our Teachers!

We're Trying Something New This Spring! The Greens Prairie Elementary PTO is excited to kick off
a new way to love on our amazing teachers this semester! Each month, a different grade level will
help stock the teacher’s lounge, and March belongs to first grade! Families who would like to
participate can sign up using the link below and drop off items at the front desk. Thank you for
helping us support and encourage the teachers who pour so much into our students every day.

Stock the Lounge Link: https:/www.signupgenius.com/go/10COF4EAAA62BABFOCE9-62690193-
stock#/

PTO Staff Favorites Information

Amazon Wish Lists — Looking for a simple but impactful way to
support our Greens Prairie team? Check out their Amazon Wish
Lists! Each list is filled with classroom essentials and fun extras
that help create a positive and engaging learning environment. It's a
quick and easy way to show your appreciation and make a
difference in their day.

e Teacher Favorite Things — Teacher’s “Favorite Things” is a great resource for birthdays, holidays,
and appreciation weeks. The list can also be found at the link above and is always on our PTO
website.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAAA62BABF9CE9-62690193-stock#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAAA62BABF9CE9-62690193-stock#/
https://www.greensprairiepto.org/amazon-wish-list
https://www.greensprairiepto.org/amazon-wish-list
https://www.greensprairiepto.org/favorite-things-list

PTO Spring Spirit Nights

January 15" - TX Burger
February 2" - Freddy’s

February 24" - Bubba's 33
March 25" - Chipotle
April 13" - Crust Pizza

April 30" - Kendra Scott

May 12* - Chuck E. Cheese

Please mark your calendars and join us as local
businesses give back to our school!

Thank you GP PTO 25-26 Sponsors!

Thank You Sponsors!
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Stay Plugged In

Stay Plugged In: Check out our website and follow us on_Facebook to stay in the loop!!

O025-26 GPEPT
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August

12 - Chalk the Walk

13 - Boohoo/Yahoo Breakfast
14 - PTO Meeting @ 6:30pm

25 - Spirit Night - Freddy’s
29 - Student Holiday

Vioverber

3-7 - Fall Book Fair

4 - STEM Night 6-8pm

6 - PTO Meeting @ 12pm
12 - Spirit Night - Willie’s

20 - Goodies for Gratitude

21-28 - Student Holiday

“CALENDA
S A

Septemfer

1 - Student Holiday

2-12 - Kinder Color Days

4 - PTO Meeting @ 12pm

10 - Spirit Night - MOD Pizza
30 - Spirit Night - Gringo’s

December

2 - Spirit Night - Kendra Scott
3-5 - Mustang Market

4 - PTO Meeting @ 12pm

6 - Frosty’s SnowBash 9-11
11 - Spirit Night - BJ’s

19 - Early Release

OF EVENT

Qctolber

2-PTO Meeting @ 12pm

8 - Fall Picture Day

10-14 - Student Holiday

23 -Spirit Night - Farmhouse

31 - Book Character Day
(parade @ 8am)

Januany

6 - First Day 2" Semester
8 - PTO Meeting @ 12pm
15 - Spirit Night - TBD

19 - School Holiday

29 - Spring Picture Day

CSISD Helpful Information
CSISD 2026-2027 Registration Information



https://www.greensprairiepto.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GreensprairiePTO

Can you believe it's already time to start thinking about registering for the next
school year? [Y

College Station ISD is committed to making the registration process as simple as possible, with
plenty of support available along the way. We'll be offering multiple in-person registration help
days for families who would like assistance, and we’'ll share more details soon!

In the meantime, here are a few important dates to jot down:
* March 4: New Student Registration Opens
+ April 1; Returning Student Registration Opens
» April 14: Registration Help Day #1
» May 6: Registration Help Day #2
+ June 11: Registration Help Day #3
* July 1: Returning Student Registration Deadline

We look forward to helping your family get registered and ready for a great year in CSISD!

Student Registration Helpful Information

= © W == Student (.)nll.ne Registration - College Station Independent
ONLINE ! School District

STUDENT o=

REGISTRATION Al T [ csisd.org

REGISTER TODAY! Y .

CSISD Returning Student Registration

It is that time to register all returning CSISD students for the 2026-2027 school year! Registration
opened April 1st. Please take a few minutes to register your GP student for the next school year!
Please register at the following link: https:/www.csisd.org/departments/student-services/student-

online-registration

CSISD 2025-2026 School Calendar



https://www.csisd.org/departments/student-services/student-online-registration
https://www.csisd.org/departments/student-services/student-online-registration
https://www.csisd.org/departments/student-services/student-online-registration
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Credit By Exam

Credit by Exam (CBE) for Acceleration is one method for students to demonstrate proficiency in
grade level or course content. The Texas Education Code allows students to either accelerate a
grade level (K-5) or earn credit for a course (6-12) without prior instruction based on credit by
examination. Our school counselor, Amanda Simmons, can provide guidance if you are considering

credit by exam for your child. You can find out more information from the CSISD district website at
the following link: https:/www.csisd.org/departments/curriculum-instruction/credit-by-exam

CSISD Summer Programs

Can you believe it's already time to start thinking about summer re ; /t
break? At CSISD, we're committed to supporting our students year-

N &
d, with tunities to keep th d, growing, and = UlMV"MV| ’Q—
round, with opportunities to keep them engaged, growing, an = U N

having fun all summer long!

e Cougar & Tiger Athletics Camps - build skills, train with Y

coaches (registration opens April 1)
o Summer Day Camp (Grades K-6) — fun, active daily experiences (registration opens April 6)
o Summer Enrichment (Grades Pre-K-3) — hands-on, creative learning (info coming soon)

e Camp U (Grades 4-6) — explore new interests and topics (info coming soon)

o Camp Invention (Grades 1-6) — STEM, creativity, and problem-solving (registration open now)
¢ Middle School Summer School — on-campus or online courses

¢ High School Summer School — on-campus or online courses

7 Learn more: https:/www.csisd.org/academics/summer-school-programs



https://www.csisd.org/departments/curriculum-instruction/credit-by-exam
http://www.csisdathletics.org/
https://summerdaycamp.csisd.org/home
https://www.csisd.org/academics/summer-school-programs/summer-enrichment
https://www.csisd.org/academics/summer-school-programs/summer-enrichment
https://www.invent.org/program-search/camp-invention/tx34/19495
https://www.csisd.org/academics/summer-school-programs/middle-school-summer-school
https://csisd.ce.eleyo.com/courses/category/96/high-school-summer-school
https://www.csisd.org/academics/summer-school-programs

CSISD Hepful Links

Quick links to keep you in the loop and make school life a little
easier.

e CSISD Homepage

e Campus Websites & School Hours

e CSISD Volunteer Application

e Schoology

o Parent User Guides for Digital Learning

e Home Access Center (HAC)

o Transportation (download the app - StopFinder for bus
updates)

e Lunch Menus & Prices

e Add Lunch Money (or download the app - MySchoolBucks)

e District Advisory Committees

¢ Give to the CSISD Education Foundation

Community News & Family Opportunities

M7 @LEMENTARY o°
MATHEMATICS °
@ CONTEST 2026

open to all 3™ and 4" graders

~ in CSISD (including hameschaoLJ

. egister Here: @ @. ﬂ
p-.' ‘." o it
e
@y

Saturdoy, April 18th 2026

COLLEGE STATION HIGH SCHoOL \
(4002 VICTORIA AVE.) 4

Calling math lovers of all abilities! =
re are fun prizes and a raffle'



https://www.csisd.org/
https://www.csisd.org/our-district/schools-facilities
https://csisd.schoolspring.com/?jobid=4903061
https://www.csisd.org/parent-info/schoology
https://www.csisd.org/parent-info/parent-user-guide-for-digital-learning
https://www.csisd.org/parent-info/home-access-center-hac
https://www.csisd.org/departments/transportation
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/stopfinder/id1038063658
https://www.csisd.org/departments/child-nutrition
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain.action?clientKey=&requestAction=home
https://www.csisd.org/our-district/committees
https://givetokids.csisd.org/ways-to-give/donate.html
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[MMELE FUN

JATICAMPINVENTION

Led by gualifed local educators, Camp Invention”is a
fun-filled summer adwenture designaed to ignite your
child's Imagination and boost their confidence!
Explore this year's all-new program whers Campers
team up with friends to tackle fun, hands-on STEM
challgnges and bring their big ideas 1o lite!

SECURE YOUR SPOT TODAY!
Grades: Risng 181 - 6

Canripws e gy it by pranie

Locatlon: Calege Statian 150 - Location TBD
1612 Wedih Ave., College Stalion, TH 77840

Dates & Time: July 13 - 17, 2026 | 5:00 AM 1o 3:30 PM

Cost: 5300 (betore discournt)

Paymard Plans Avafable ug wnhl 57742028

Sibiing Discounts al INVENT ORGCISAVE

Camp Director: Melania Winglow | conlacim winslowdgmai com
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City of College Station Family Activities

Want to find activities for your family to do in College Station?
Check out the link for ideas. https://visit.cstx.gov/things-to-do/

Explore the great outdoors with your family! Check out the link to
find out more about College Station's nature programs.
https://blog.cstx.gov/2023/08/30/kids-can-learn-about-the-wonders-
of-the-great-outdoors-this-fall-at-the-halter-nature-center/

Office Staff School Mission

Donna Bairring’ron‘ Primipa\ Qur purpose is to maximize every

Alison Stone, Assistant Principal students academic growth.

Amanda Simmens, Counselor Sehool Vision

;’-\sh\ay £ ag\&. [T— Students First—Passionate; EmPowerzd;

Maya Wikt SE(‘.TE+5I'\,! PrzPargd for their world and their fu-

Joanna Epﬁ'hg‘ Attendance Clerk

ture.
School Notes
College Station Edue ation Foundation School Hours:  7:40-315

Website Morning Assambly: 740
https://givetokids.csisd.org/ Tardes 750

Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/
CSISDEF

Sehool Website & Sehool Calendar

gp.csisd.org
Greens Prairie Facebook Pags Greens Prairie PTO

ttps://www.facebook.com/GreensPrairie WE‘bE»i'I'E
Sehool Phone Number hHps/wwwgreensprairieptoorg/
979-694-5870 Facebook Page

CSISD Webste s cnkn

https://www.csisd.org/

Greens Prairie Elementary

Facebook:
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Donna Bairrington
Donna is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters
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