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May 2022 
PTC Affiliate of Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ (Inc.) 

Postal Address The Secretary, PTC, PO Box 10167, Phillipstown, Christchurch 8145 

Web address www.ptc.nz 

E-mail secretary@ptc.nz 

Facebook name Peninsula Tramping Club Christchurch 

Correspondence All correspondence to the Secretary, including change of contact details 

 

Committee  

Trip Planner 1 Diane Mellish 337 5530 Editor Kerry Moore 359 5069 
Trip Planner 2 Alison Maccoll 322 8540 Gear Custodian Evelien Baas 027 557 5521 
Treasurer Mike Bourke  332 7097 Committee Bridget O’Regan 338 4785 
Secretary Merv Meredith 322 7239 Committee Dan Pryce 027 384 7065 
      

 
New Member Enquiries: Contact Stan Wilder, 260 2340, to request an info-pack. 

You will also receive three complimentary newsletters. 

Our Club 
The PTC caters for people of all ages who tramp for recreation. We run trips regularly, ranging from ‘easy’ to 
‘hard’, day trips to long weekends. In addition to the monthly club meeting, a variety of social events are held 
every month. 

Club Nights  

Club Nights are held on the second Tuesday of the month at Oxford Terrace Baptist Church Hall, 
286 Oxford Terrace (corner of Madras St and Oxford Terrace) at 7.45 pm. Doors open 7.30pm. 

Tuesday 10 May 

 

Cycling Home from London 
After living in the UK for 9 years Kylie Pfauf-Stephens. decided to head home to New 
Zealand. But not conventionally. By bicycle. By herself. The journey would take Kylie 
nearly two years to complete and take her through 23 countries. She pledged not to 
take a single plane. After all, Kiwi birds don’t fly ...do they? 

Tuesday 14 June 
 

 

PTC Alpine Trips 
Geoff Spearpoint has been leading alpine tramping trips for PTC for many years. The 
last three have been to the Mathias River in 2020, the Rakaia River in 2021 and the 
Paringa/Otoko Rivers in 2022.  Different areas with different challenges.  Gary Huish 
will treat us to some great stories and spectacular photographs from these three 
adventures 

 

http://www.ptc.nz/
mailto:secretary@ptc.nz
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Social Events 

 

Urumau Reserve Loop Lyttelton then coffee 
Tuesday 24 May 
Meet 9.30am in Lyttelton near the Police Station, corner of Oxford St and Sumner Road. We’ll head up 
various staircases and tracks to Urumau Reserve stopping for a break to admire the harbour views. Return via 
pine forest mountain bike tracks. We aim to be back by 11.30am for coffee in one of the London Street cafes. 
Enquiries to: Maureen Thompson 021 266 5778,  mothompson1212@gmail.com  
 

NOTES 

 
Membership: We welcome Eileen Mackie to the club 
 
FMC News 
From the FMC April newsletter 
• There are two contenders for FMC President 

• The current review of stewardship land which comprises a significant proportion of public conservation land, 

including areas, such as the Remarkables, Adams Wilderness Area. FMC has created an interactive map of the 

stewardship which can be accessed via a link in the newsletter. 

• Dunstan Downs tenure review has been completed. Most of the property, which stretches from the Ahuriri River in 

the north to Lindis Pass in the west, and to Mount St Bathans in the south will become public conservation land. 

More detail at:  https://fmc.org.nz/news/fmc-newsletters/ 
 
Trips: Fair go for trip leaders. You need a good reason to unbook from a trip after signing on. After you book 
for a trip, it is for the trip leader to evaluate the weather and other factors and cancel a trip. If you pull out 
without a good reason you are sabotaging the planning and preparation the leader has done. 
 

TRIPS 

 
7-8 May Casey Saddle--Binser Saddle  

Sat-Sun Kerry Moore 359 5069 
●● An easy-moderate circuit up Andrews Stream and down Casey Stream to the new Casey 

Hut. Day 2 goes down the Poulter River and over Binser Saddle 
 Book by 1 May  

8 May Mt Enys from Porters Lodge  

Sun Merv Meredith  322 7239 
● We’re using the Porters Ski Road to do some of the climbing onto the main Craigieburn 

ridge heading for 2194m Mt Enys via points 1997, 1961, 2029, 2040. Take ice axe and 
crampons. 

 Meet 7:30am Church Corner, 20 Yaldhurst Rd  

14-15 May Otehake hot pools  

Sat-Sun Kevin Hughes 332 6281 
●● Moderate walk from Aickens, up the Taramakau Rr and Pfeifer Creek, past Lake 

Kaurapataka. There is a short climb to a saddle before dropping to the Otehake Rr. We'll 
camp at the hot springs further up the Otehake. 

 Book by 8 May  

mailto:mothompson1212@gmail.com
https://fmc.org.nz/news/fmc-newsletters/
http://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap/nz33679/Casey-Hut/Canterbury
https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap/nz31273/Mount-Enys/Canterbury
https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap/nz32291/Lake-Kaurapataka/West-Coast
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15 May Mt Lance via Tommys Cabin  

Sun Graeme Paltridge 384 3592 
● An easy-moderate walk to this 778m hill inland from Hawarden 
 Meet 8am Placemakers, 319 Cranford St  

21-22 May North Opuha River  

Sat-Sun Awaiting leader 
●● An easy valley walk takes us to the little Spurs Hut with good tenting areas around the hut 

for camping. On Sunday we can explore the valley environs or climb high onto the 
mountain range behind the hut 

 Book by 15 May  

22 May Mt Bruce, Pudding Hill  

Sun Awaiting leader 
● A moderate walk onto Pudding Hill Range with the ambitious people heading for 1820m 

Mt Bruce, SW of Mt Hutt 
 Meet 8am Church Corner, 20 Yaldhurst Rd  

28-29 May Pinnacles Hut  

Sat-Sun Awaiting leader 
●● This popular hut on the Mt Somers walkway near the Pinnacles rock-climbing area is 

accessed by a pleasant bush walk in the foothills. The hut must be booked, so you need to 
give the leader plenty of notice if you want to go 

 Book early by 15 May  

29 May Governors Bay circuit  

Sun Wendy Wallace 338 0550 
● An easy exploration around Governors Bay 
 Meet 9am Cashmere Rd, opp PMH. Hackthorne Rd end  

4-6 Jun Walker Pass - Tarn Col – Edwards  

Sat-Mon Kerry Moore 359 5069 
●●● One of the classic Arthur's Pass NP tramps.  This moderate trip takes in the Hawdon and 

Edwards valleys, a couple of attractive alpine passes, an attractive alpine tarn and views of 
what's left of Falling Mountain. Staying at Hawdon and Edwards Huts. 

 Book by 29 May  

5 Jun Lyndon Saddle  

Sun Dan Pryce 027 384 7065 
● A pleasant circuit between the Broken River and Craigieburn skifield roads. Good tracks 

through forest and open tussock and scree with lovely views. 
 Meet 8am Church Corner, 20 Yaldhurst Rd  

11-12 Jun Edwards Hut--Williams Saddle  

Sat-Sun Merv Meredith  322 7239 
●● A moderate round-trip to Edwards Hut then crossing the 1327m Williams Saddle and 

returning by the Mingha River. We often see blue ducks in the Edwards River. 
 Book by 5 June  

  

http://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap/nz34018/Mount-Lance/Canterbury
http://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap?v=2&ll=-43.820623,170.883449&z=14
https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap/nz28654/Mount-Bruce/Canterbury
https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap/nz28328/Pinnacles-Hut/Canterbury
https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap/nz29929/Governors-Bay/Canterbury
https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap/nz33650/Walker-Pass/Canterbury
http://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap?v=2&ll=-43.126127,171.722717&z=15
https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap/nz32175/Williams-Saddle/Canterbury


 

 

4 

 

 

11 Jun Pigeon Bay Walkway  

Saturday Graeme Nicholas 027 504 7726 
● This easy DoC walking track follows the eastern side of Pigeon Bay on Banks Peninsula and 

rewards trampers with spectacular views of the coast. About 7 km one way. 
 Meet 8am Cashmere Rd, opp PMH  

19 Jun Purple Hill  

Sun Kerry Moore 359 5069 
● A moderate climb of this 1680m peak above Lake Pearson with superb views around Castle 

Hill Basin 
 Meet 8am Church Corner, 20 Yaldhurst Rd  

24-26 Jun Mt Cook, Matariki base  

Fri-Sun Diane Mellish  027 413 6468 
●●● Comfortable accommodation at Unwin Lodge, shared meal in the big kitchen/lounge on 

Saturday night followed by social time, games etc.  A variety of day walks to choose from. 
Very easy to moderate walks 

 Book by 10 June  

26 Jun Christchurch 360 sector  

Sun Awaiting leader 
● Waimakariri Braids section from Whites Crossing to McLeans Island Park 
 Meet 8am Placemakers, 319 Cranford St  

 

TRIP REPORTS 

 

Paringa River – Marks Flat – Otoko River - 5-13 February 2022 

Geoff had been planning a return ascent of Mt McCullaugh in Fiordland for a long time.  The frequency of 
storms had created issues on previous trips where extended glacier travel demanded periods of settled 
weather.  The proposed route allowed flexibility to climb high on good days and retreat to valleys on bad days 
to make the most of variable weather.  That appeared to be tested when a red weather warning for Fiordland 
coincided with the start of the trip.  Geoff considered that it was better to get Huey’s tempestuous bad mood 
over with before the trip than during it!  The road was washed out between Franz and Fox, so we were off, 
but on the less direct road route. We stayed at a back-packers in Haast. 

Day 1 of tramping started with an exciting jet-boat ride in Ben Monk’s boat to the Paringa – Otoko Forks.  The 
Paringa had dropped significantly and ran clear above the forks but the Otoko was still discoloured.  The 
other half of the party admired the track work that Jane, Geoff, Raymond and Sven had recently done on the 
way to Tunnel Creek Hut.  The jet-boat put us well ahead of schedule, so we reached the proposed day’s 
destination of Tunnel Creek Hut at 3pm.  Geoff had proposed that the first two days with heavy packs should 
be short but that meant the second day’s destination was just up the hill, “up” being the operative word.  
With a bad weather day forecast, the attraction of being a day ahead of schedule was too great, so Day 2 was 
squeezed into Day 1. 

The rock bivouac at the head of the Paringa was only 3km away but 1000m higher.  The first section was 
typical valley-side climbing; pull up on roots, step, then slide back.  Point 542 was a welcome respite with a 
view, followed by a short downhill then uphill ridge travel.  Gary had an unpleasant introduction to being the 
slowest in the party. The team took some of his group gear to lighten his load.  Finally, we reached the 
tussock without having to bash through a scrub belt and began the search for the rock bivouac.  It wasn’t 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/canterbury/places/banks-peninsula-area/things-to-do/pigeon-bay-walkway/
https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap/nz32881/Purple-Hill/Canterbury
https://www.topomap.co.nz/NZTopoMap/nz26116/Aoraki%2fMount-Cook/Canterbury
https://christchurch360trail.org.nz/trail-segments/waimakariri-braids/
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obvious but the track-clearing party knew its location and the whereabouts of a helicoptered food drop left 
from the track-clearing session two months before.   

 

Looking for the best way up to The Buttress ridge. Photo by Jane 

Day 2.1 dawned fine and clear. We planned a traverse of the McCullaugh Range.  The guide-book suggests 
staying on the southern side of the range but a large ravine has become impassable without snow infill, so we 
opted for two crossings of the range, one past the impressively named The Buttress, back into Tunnel Creek 
and the second just before Mt McCullaugh onto the summit glacier.  The crossings involved finding gullies in 
the steep slabs that not only could be climbed but matched gullies on the other side that could be descended.  
Snow slabs in the gullies had eroded in the recent rains, so that ascent meant climbing an increasingly narrow 
and thin snow tongue and then finding a way onto rotten rock.  Time vanished on the first crossing during the 
route-finding, with belaying at critical points during the afternoon and there was no certainty that the second 
crossing back to the glacier would be any easier.  The decision was made to camp and a site was finally 
chosen on a series of ledges with an impressive view into the head of Tunnel Creek. 

Day 3 continued the Day 2 itinerary with an easy ascent of rock slabs, snow and scree to the saddle west of 
Mt McCullaugh. By serendipity the edge of the snow in a gully leading down to the McCullaugh Glacier had 
collapsed at one point, leading to an easy route onto the glacier.  Glacier travel threading though obvious 
crevasses was a breeze compared to the previous day’s antics.  We arrived at the turning point for a Mt 
McCullaugh ascent mid-morning, dropped packs and all headed for the top.  The climb was comparatively 
easy, through the upper crevasse field, belaying onto the rock ridge and then up through loose blocks on the 
Tunnel Creek side of the ridge.  The top was an impressive assortment of blocks with worrying daylight 
showing through in places but it made for great group photographs with Geoff on the summit for his second 
ascent. 
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Finally, it was time for the almost 1000m descent to the proposed tarn campsite.  The delays on the previous 
day worked well for us.  If we had crossed as planned, we would have probably descended to the 1800m 
snowline to camp and the climb back to Mt McCullaugh would have been daunting for some of the party.  
The double starting day also meant we were still on schedule.  The tarn at 1280m was perhaps the best 
camping site many could remember, providing a great swimming spot and endless photo opportunities with 
Mt Hooker reflected through a fabulous sunset that evening.  Peaks on the main divide were silhouetted 
against the night sky on the other side of the Landsborough Valley. 

Day 4 provided an opportunity for Jane, Gaylene, Tony and Raymond to climb Mt Hooker.  They started at 
first light with a long descent into Murdock Creek, followed by a longer climb out.  Full packs were replaced 
by day packs at about 1400m and the ascent of the ridge between Murdock Creek and Clarke River 
continued.  They reached the Hooker Glacier and finally the summit rocks.  The snow basins on the Otoko 
side described in the guide books had ceased to exist, replaced by ice cliffs promising a swift descent into the 
Otoko River.  Gaylene decided that the view from the ridge was more than sufficient, so Jane borrowed her 
axe for some two-tool climbing, front-pointing for the main eastern summit.  Raymond and Tony headed for 
the western summit on an increasingly loose series of rocks.  The summit, unfortunately, was enveloped in 
cloud for a period but both summit parties eventually rejoined Gaylene after successful ascents, and they 
headed down to follow the others. 

Geoff, Peter, Sven and Gary started considerably later on what was scheduled as a “rest” day.  The descent 
into Murdock Creek and ascent to where the others had dropped their packs was only restful compared to 
what the earlier group achieved.  The descent into the Marks Flat revealed the impressive location bounded 
by Kea Cliffs and the passes into the Otoko. 

 

Mt Hooker reflected in the Tarn, Murdock Creek. Photo by Jane 
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Day 5 started out misty and soon turned to heavy rain.  If there is any place to spend a wet day in Fiordland 
then the Marks Flat rock bivouac must be it.  We were so glad to be there and still on schedule. 

Day 6 dawned fine and we were off for the Lower Otoko Pass.  The route up to the pass through the alpine 
scrub band would have been almost impossible but for tracks made by thar and chamois.  We might hate the 
damage they are doing to the environment but they have some uses.  Cloud rose and descended, making for 
a dramatic approach to the pass through an idyllic alpine meadow.  Geoff and Raymond had described the 
scree descent on the Otoko side from previous trips but those memories vanished as we viewed the vertical 
descent into what is now a glacial lake filled with swirling cloud like a boiling cauldron, never revealing the full 
extent of the lake or the feeding glacier.  We climbed high above the pass onto a landing-strip sized terrace 
that ran the length of the lake.  Finding a way down from the terrace was difficult in cloud.  A route directly 
down the Otoko looked possible but we chose the certainty of dropping back to the lake outlet.  The final 
effort required another ascent and traverse to below the Upper Otoko Pass avoiding scrub on the direct 
route.  We finally arrived at the magical location of Otoko Lake.  The lake is now gravel-filled but the views of 
the Eye-Tooth Falls, the McCardell Glacier ice-falls off Mt Dechen and the Upper Otoko Pass were incredible. 

Day 7 started with travel down the Otoko.  This river has a reputation, even amongst Fiordland rivers, for 
difficult travel.  Jane had undertaken a late-night recee and had found a deer trail through the feared scrub.  
We reached the easier travel under beech forest within 40 minutes, then a combination of Geoff’s unerring 
sense of direction and with Jane, Gaylene, Sven and Raymond employing their “inner deer” we continued at a 
reasonable rate down-valley.  Stag Flat was getting close enough that the recreational opportunities of some 
deep pools became irresistible.  We arrived at Stag Flat to find that it had been underwater during the recent 
storm. We were glad to miss that. 

 

Photo by Raymond 
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The whole troop on Mt McCullaugh 

Day 8 Our travel down the feared Otoko had options.  We could continue down and out by early afternoon 
but we planned to separate at the road-end as half of the party were heading further south, while the others 
would go north to Christchurch.  That wouldn’t be satisfactory as an ending.  No-one wanted the trip to end 
that soon, so we opted to continue at a leisurely pace to camp closer to the road-end.  We had a fantastic 
dinner location looking back to the Paringa River, The Valley of Darkness and the Otoko River. 

Day 9’s travel started with use of Jane’s array of safety ropes on a rock bluff in the lower Paringa and a 
refreshing river crossing back to the cars. 

This was a fantastic trip to a special area.  Geoff’s second ascent of Mt McCullaugh may have followed a gap 
of 55 years but who’s counting. 

Trampers: Sven Brabyn, Raymond Ford, Tony Lawton, Jane Morris, Geoff Spearpoint (leader), Peter 
Umbers, Gaylene Wilkinson and Gary Huish.   GH 

 
Aylmer Valley-Misty Peaks Reserve-Purple Peak Track  Sunday 20 March 2022 
We drove all the way up Aylmer Valley Road, then placed a car at Woodills Road in the expectation of coming 
down Currys Track. We started above the 200m contour which helped but the new track was quite steep and 
rough in places. Our one minute detour soon after the start, to Newtons Fall was appreciated by all. Below 
Brasensose we got on to the wide, mown, old track that runs below a pine plantation. At the northern end of 
the pines we stopped for lunch on this pleasant, sunny Sunday. At the Misty Peaks Saddle we got briefly onto 
the commercial Peninsula Track with views down to Stony Bay, before getting back to the Akaroa side and 
descending below Stony Bay Peak to reach the Purple Peak Track. We chose to go down that way, rather than 
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crossing past the Worsley House site, Curries Reserve, Heritage Park and Woodills Track which would have 
been slower. The walk down Purple Peak Road and Rue Balguerie has lots to see, especially the Giant’s Castle. 
While seven of us waited near the Four Square store, Dan and Neil went to retrieve the cars. This is a great 
circuit with splendid harbour views. In its raw state the new Aylmer Valley track deserves a moderate rating 
on our club’s scale. We were: Dan Pryce, Henk Boer, Sha SG, Ian Beale, Eileen Mackie, Carolyn Blackford, 
Neil & Kathy Ramsay and Kerry Moore  KM 

 

 
 

Wangapeka-Matiri Tops-Matiri Valley 25-29 March 2022 
Keen to get away on a longer trip, I seized on Raymond’s Lake Jeanette, Wangapeka trip. It sounded 
interesting, and it was an area I hadn’t explored. Keeping a keen eye on the weather the week prior, it 
appeared like it was going to be a stunner of a few days away. It did not disappoint us. 

Early Friday morning saw us meeting at Raymond’s place and heading away from Christchurch by 7:30am, 
picking Peter up along the way. We had a pleasant journey to Murchison with the obligatory coffee and snack 
before heading up the Matiri Valley to meet with our shuttle which was to take us to the start of the 
Wangapeka Track. We rode through the back roads of Tadmor Valley to the start of the track, so it was nice 
to see some new countryside, instead of the usual scenery from the state highway. Unfortunately, recent 
rains had caused damage to the Dart River ford on the Wangapeka road and the van was unable to take us 
the full way to the Siberia Campsite. Starting at 3.30pm, we had a 7km walk up the road to the camp-site but, 
oh bugger, wet feet in the first 50m to get across the ford! Arriving at 5pm to a beautifully kept DoC camp-
site, we had a pleasant evening, setting up, eating and chatting before retiring to bed. 

Up and away by 9am, our destination for the day was Stone Hut on the Wangapeka Track. Our lunch break on 
a very pleasant morning was at Kings Creek Hut where we also dried the tents. Nearby was the historic Cecil 
King Hut. Cecil King was a gold prospector, who built the hut with local wood and lived in it in the warmer 
months of the year. A plaque describes the local history. After lunch, it was an enjoyable afternoon walk, up a 
very well benched track, on an ever-narrowing Wangapeka River to Stone Hut. On arrival, we met another 
group, who had arrived from Kiwi Saddle. The hut would be crowded so they decided to move on down to 
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Kings Creek Hut. We had a pleasant evening with the only remaining occupant, a fellow kiwi, usually living in 
San Francisco but during Covid working remotely from NZ. Since he had just come over the route we would 
take, it was a good opportunity to question him on our day ahead. 

 

Our watering hole with Matiri Range behind 

Sunday dawned fine and clear for our day over the Matiri Tops. We got up in the dark, to ensure a 7am start 
as previous accounts had estimated it would take around 12 hours. The first hour was up to the Wangapeka 
Saddle, then a left-turn directly up to the tops. A steep grunt to the tops through beech forest had my calf 
muscles complaining. We exited the bush to see a superb, clear day, with not a cloud to be seen, only valley 
mist. The Matiri Tops stretched before us, the path ahead clear to see, with all its up and downs. After a short 
break, it was a walk along the ridge to 1522m Nugget Knob. This part of the ridge was the more challenging 
for me, requiring a scramble below a rocky spur with Gary’s help. The others took the rocky scramble in their 
stride. After a brief stop on the top, we continued along the ridge, making steady progress with regular 
breaks to recover from the effort of the ups and downs. It was hot, sweaty and thirsty work. We had taken a 
lot of water with us, but it is never enough in such hot, dry conditions. We continued to marvel at the scenery 
before us. The large massif of Mt Owen, south branch of the Wangapeka River, the Karamea River, and the 
Haystack in the distance, all awe-inspiring. A slip by Gary in a dracophyllum bush caused the first broken pole 
for the day. We were relieved to reach the tarn near the southern end of the range. With a feeling of some 
relief, we filled our bottles. By this time, it was 4.30pm and we decided to travel on to Hurricane Hut. More 
ups and downs and sidles saw us gain the ridge leading directly to the hut. Down we went, through bush and 
swamp, where my pole disappeared into the mud and snapped, the lower piece never to be seen again. We 
were glad to reach the hut just on dark. This is a basic Forest Service 1950s style hut with four metal bunks. 
Feeling very tired after a long day, we retired for an early night after dinner. 

Day 4 saw us travelling onto McConchies Hut further down-valley past Lake Jeanette. There was a lovely ridge 
walk above the river for a way but the rest of the track was either overgrown or a difficult sidle above the 
river. Raymond grumbled about the state of the track and lack of maintenance. His concerns were realized as 
parts of the track were overgrown with tutu, causing some skin scrapes on the legs. Other sections of the 
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track lacked markers, which meant casting around in the bush trying to pick up the track again. At times it 
was quicker and easier to walk down the river than on the track. The river-bed walk was enjoyable, from 
lovely sandy sections to some stone hopping, to clambering around boulders. We arrived at McConchies Hut 
around 4pm to enjoy a relaxing evening after another stunner of a day. 

The last day began in low cloud, but it cleared as the day warmed up. This day saw us walk down-valley to 
Matiri Lake Hut and out to the car. Again, it was a matter of trying to find the best route down the valley, 
either in the river bed or on the track which was poorly marked, or overgrown, or had slipped away. This day 
saw my second wasp sting for the trip. Sometimes it pays to be in front once a wasp nest is disturbed! Gary 
found the deepest mud on the trip, and struggled to extricate himself from a deep bog. His pole disappeared 
into the mud but was retrieved, still attached to the wrist loop. We were pleased to reach the junction with 
the Thousand Acres Plateau track, where the track improved dramatically. The final section was a pleasant 
walk through beech forest to Lake Matiri Hut where we had a quick break before walking along the new 
hydro road to the car, arriving around 2pm. Murchison provided drinks and snacks, then onward to 
Christchurch, arriving home before dark. 

Thanks go to Raymond for organizing and leading the trip, and thanks to Gary and Peter for their company. 
It’s a trip I would highly recommend. 
We were: Raymond Ford, Gary Huish, Peter Umbers and Angela Grigg    AG 

 

Lower Waimakariri to Whites Crossing  Easter Sunday 17 April 2022 
This was the riverside section of a Christchurch 360 leg called Brooklands Mouth. We skipped the Lagoon 
section, starting at the big car-park where the Styx River enters the lagoon. Helen wanted to leave the lower 
lagoon part for another day as its conveniently done combined with the spit walk to the Waimakariri mouth. 
The day was drizzly and driving to the car park we encountered real rain. In spite of this our Easter Sunday 
turnout was large. Fifteen gathered to hear Helen’s briefing, then we were on our way along a stop-bank 
track. In Greek mythology, crossing the Styx into Hades successfully was very important for the deceased. A 
boatman called Charon ferried your soul across the river. In our case and to Helen’s relief, no-one had died, 
so we chose the easiest option and took the bridge. 

Soon we were looking left at the village of Stewarts Gully and came to the village’s sailing club which gave us 
a little protection from the light drizzle as we had a morning tea break and Helen treated us to caramel Easter 
eggs. Further on we passed the small community of Kainga and then over the old Main North Road where it 
crosses the Waimakariri on the old bridge. One kilometer up-river we crossed the motorway by walking 
under the twin bridges, then on to 
where the Otukaikino Creek, which 
rises at the Groynes, enters the big 
river. A foray onto the Waimakariri 
Rapids leg of the Chch 360 killed a 
little time, then back at Whites 
Crossing picnic tables we had an 
early lunch. 
Because Helen did two exploratory 
walks prior to the day, she was able 
to vary the return journey quite well. 
Coats came off as the sun shone 
through and we crossed the Styx 
uneventfully with lots of afternoon 
left to kill. Many thanks to Helen for 
meticulously researching, and 
leading this walk and the Easter 
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eggs. We were: Helen Harkness, Diane Dixon, Sha & Arjuna, Ian & Diane Roxburgh, Lissa Toscano, Sue 
Britain, Mike Bourke, Neil & Kathy Ramsay, Hilaire Campbell, Ainslie Talbot, Wendy Wallace and Kerry 
Moore    KM 

 
Ashley Gorge Loop Waterfall—Knowles Top  Saturday 30 April 2022 

Seven set out in good weather for this day-trip in the Oxford area. After parking at the Ashley Gorge picnic 
ground we set off at 9:15 following the track over the bridge onto the well-marked loop and waterfall track. 
We passed a number of possum traps and three had claimed victims. On, at-times slippery but nicely graded 
track we reached the falls in 30 minutes, then back-tracked 8 minutes to a handy cleared spur leading to the 
ridge track that goes to Knowles Top. 
 
The spur has been sprayed so was quite open with some scrub, gorse and clumps of manuka. We followed a 
steep, unmarked track up the spur until thicker beech forest was encountered near the ridge-line. The track 
in the forest was easy to follow until we met a T intersection. After consulting our maps, we decided to disre-
gard the crude Taranaki gate and headed NE along the ridge towards Knowles Top. The ridge line track was 
easy to follow, although over-grown in places and with windfall across it at times. Wasps hadn’t yet all gone 
on vacation to Fiji and Wendy and Kerry, travelling at the rear got stung, Wendy on bare leg and Kerry 
through clothing. We came to the tussock clearing at noon and headed for the trig point a mere 200m away. 
We had views out across the plains and down to Glentui to the north. After taking photos, eating lunch and 
lying in the warm sun amongst the tussock, we retraced our steps back along the ridge and down the open 
spur. We encountered a couple of groups walking their canines up to the waterfall on our way out and were 
back at the cars at 3pm. This was a great easy-moderate trip in calm, sunny weather. 
We were: Graeme Nicholas (leading) Barbara Eisele, Steve Cameron, Kerry Moore, Kyung Sang Lee, Keith 
Hoard and Wendy McCaughan   GN 
 

 

At 835m on Knowles Top. Photo by Wendy  


