














Figure 3: Layout of the annotation task. The mentions of the entities in the New York Times article are colored and
the name of the corresponding entity is visible when an annotator clicks on a mention. The title of the Wikipedia
information is an hyperlink to the corresponding web page.

Figure 4: First page of the instructions provided to the annotators.



Instructions

Summary Detailed Instructions Examples

Full example

Iraq Findings Leaked by Aide Were Disputed

[...] The official refused to be named because he was not authorized to discuss the issue. Why those three men were acting so quietly
remains a mystery, and Mr. Bush and Mr. Cheney have never discussed it in public. [...]

Dick Cheney George W. Bush
Richard Bruce Cheney is an American politician and businessman George Walker Bush is an American politician and businessman
who served as the 46th vice president of the United States from who served as the 43rd president of the United States from 2001
2001 to 2009. He has been cited as the most powerful vice to 2009. He had previously served as the 46th governor of Texas
president in American history. from 1995 to 2000.

In this article, Dick Cheney and George W. Bush are discussed. The two people...
[Replace "The two people" with another phrase referring to the entities]

v the politicians X they
v the Republicans X George W. Bush and Dick Cheney
v the American statesmen

The entities

In this task, you are presented with several entities of the same type (either people, areas, or organizations). In the
example presented above, the entities are people: Dick Cheney and George W. Bush. Your task is to replace the
standard phrase (here: "The two people") with another phrase that can refer to all the entities at once, and ideally which
is natural and brings information that is specific to the context of the entities' mentions.

Be careful, your answer should not be a list of the entities, nor a pronoun.

Information available

New York Times excerpt

Iraq Findings Leaked by Aide Were Disputed

[...] The official refused to be named because he was not authorized to discuss the issue. Why those three men were acting so quietly
remains a mystery, and Mr. Eush and Mr. Cheney have never discussed it in public. [...]

As you can see above, you could think about several different phrases for the same entities, therefore having a few
sentences to help you contextualize your answer can help. These sentences come from a New York Times article, and
should be used to determine what information you wish to underline: ideally, your answer should be specific to the
excerpt (this means that your answer could be used in the same context as the article).

In order to help you, the entities have been colored in the excerpt (you can click on a colored word to see to which entity

it is referring to). However, it is an automatic process, so in some cases there might be some bugs. In that case you
should try to give an answer without taking the highlighting into account.

Wikipedia information

Dick Cheney George W. Bush
Richard Bruce Cheney is an American politician and businessman George Walker Bush is an American politician and businessman
who served as the 46th vice president of the United States from who served as the 43rd president of the United States from 2001
2001 to 2009. He has been cited as the most powerful vice to 2009. He had previously served as the 46th governor of Texas
president in American history. from 1995 to 2000.

In order to write a relevant phrase, you also need to have some knowledge about the entities. In the example above, you
cannot write any of the answers if you don't know that Dick Cheney and George W. Bush are politicians, Republicans,
etc. You can use your own knowledge, but in case you don't know enough about the entities, we provide some
information extracted from Wikipedia. If you need more information, the name of the entity is a link to the Wikipedia page.

Note that the Wikipedia information is just an help. Sometimes no information is found about an entity or the information

retrieved is about an irrelevant article (espcially when namesakes can be found). In that case you should still try to give
an answer, using only what you know or what you can infer from the example.

Issue
In some cases, it can happen that you may not be able to find an answer. Such situation can happen for several reasons:
not enough information about the entities, no common ground or opposition between them, or bug in the example that

you cannot overcome... In that case, you should write "N/A" (for "no answer") or in short "NA" in the first cell, and check
the corresponding box.

Figure 5: Second page of the instructions provided to the annotators.

8049



Instructions

Summary

Detailed Instructions Examples

Good examples

Proposal

Western Powers Disagree on Elements of Iran

[...] The disagreements on these issues are clouding the possibility of a
deal with Iran on its nuclear program, even as tensions have increased
over Tehran 's refusal to change its behavior, the diplomats said. In
addition, they said, Europe, the United States and Russia have not
agreed on the need to impose sanctions on Iran if it continues to defy

Hemisphere. It is
bordered by the
Arctic Ocean to the
north, the Atlantic
Ocean to the west,
Asia to the east,
and the
Mediterranean Sea
to the south. It
comprises the
westernmost part of
Eurasia.

the West. [...]

Europe Iran Russia
Europe is a
continent located Iran, also called Russia , or the
entirely in the Persia, and officially Russian Federation
Northern the Islamic Republic Jisa
Hemisphere and of Iran, is a country transcontinental
mostly in the in Western Asia. country in Eastern
Eastern With 82 million Europe and North

inhabitants, Iran is
the world's 18th
most populous
country. Its territory
spans 1,648,195
km2 , making it the
second largest
country in the
Middle East and the
17th largest in the
world.

Asia. At 17,125,200
square kilometres ,
Russia is, by a
considerable
margin, the largest
country in the
world by area,
covering more than
one-eighth of the
Earth’s inhabited
land area.

In this article, Europe, Iran and Russia are discussed. The three

This is a difficult example since the three entities don't have an obvious
common ground (two of them are countries, the other one is a continent).
Here are several answers you can consider:

Bad examples

In the Race For Governor, A

Big Divide On School Aid

[.-.] Many policy makers say the state's economic
prospects hinge on improving schools. "'For

New York State to succeed and become vibrant
again, education and economic development have
to become top priorities," said Abraham M.
Lackman, who has been both a top budget aide to
the Republican-controlled State Senate and a
New York City budget director." [...]

New York City

New York State

New York is a state
located in the
Northeastern United
States. New York was
one of the original
thirteen colonies that
formed the United
States. With an

The City of New York,
usually called either
New York City or
simply New York , is
the most populous
city in the United
States. With an

CRUTAES 2R estimated 19.54 million
pOpUatoniof residents in 2018, it is
8,398,748 distributed | [eSidents in 2018,

over a land area of

about 302.6 square populous state. In order

to distinguish the state
from its city with the
same name, it is
sometimes referred to as
New York State .

miles , New York is
also the most densely
populated major city
in the United States.

In this article, New York City and New York State are
discussed. The two areas...

This example can be considered as problematic since
the two entities are not really distinct: New York City is
located inside New York State. Here are a few answers
you can consider:

« v N/A: you can consider that no natural answer
can be found since the entities are not really
distinct;

« v the New York jurisdicitons: if you can come
up with an answer that overcomes the difficulty of
the example, you can give it as well;

v the political powers: these areas are either important countries
or continents, therefore you can consider them as "political powers";

v the conflicting entities: considering the context established by
the article, we can learn that these three areas are in some conflict
(Europe and Russia are defied by lran), therefore you can come up
with an answer around this piece of information;

X the three countries: it is important not to give an answer that
doesn't work for every entity; since Europe is not a country, "the
three countries" cannot be accepted here.

« v the New York region: another way to find an
answer is to find something that gather the
entities, here the region can account for the city
and the state;

X the state and the city of New York: remember
that you should not list the entities (you can
consider it as a list as soon as there is "and" in
the answer);

Among the answers you can think about, remember that you should chose
the one that seems to you the most specific while still being natural.

X the largest metropolitan area in the world by
urban landmass and one of the world's most
populous megacities: even if this fact is true, it
is by far too specific and really unnatural.

Again, your choice of answer should be based on the
following question: which one is the most natural and
specific? You should especially chose whether you
want to give an answer or not ("N/A"), depending on if
you think you could use naturally your answer, or if it's
not natural at all.

Figure 6: Third page of the instructions provided to the annotators.
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