
The Open Water Project
www.openwaterproject.io

Catherine D’Ignazio
Research Assistant
MIT Center for Civic Media

 

http://www.openwaterproject.io


Don Blair

Adrienne Debigare

Heather Craig

 

Jeff Warren &  
Shannon Dosemagen



Water monitoring is 
important to:

fr.wikipedia.org

• Science & Environmental Journalists
• Watershed Managers & Municipal 
Governments
• Hydrologists
• Climate Science
• Environmental Advocacy Groups
• Farmers
• USGS
• STE(A)M Educators
• Individuals and Communities affected by 
CSO events, fracking, runoff, heavy metals, and 
other pollutants in the system



• Open Hardware
• Open Software
• Open Data
• Open Community
• Open Education

The Five Opens
www.openwaterproject.io

http://www.openwaterproject.io


Water Quality is Complex
What People Want to Measure is Varied
But We Can Use Simple Measures as Indicators

Image from http://hpsmuseumleeds.wordpress.com/2012/08/31/allbutts-clinical-thermometer/
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Water Quality is Complex
What People Want to Measure is Varied
But We Can Use Simple Measures as Indicators
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Commercial products:  ~$1500 for 
the hardware and software Images from http://www.onsetcomp.com/

Who can measure?

http://www.onsetcomp.com/


Open Hardware ~$150



•  Temperature
•  Conductivity
• Depth

Open Hardware





Open Software & Open Data

www.openwaterproject.io

Mark G’s Citizen Water 
Monitoring Network in NH

http://www.openwaterproject.io


Open Community



Open Community



Open Community

Pilot Sites & Partners

• Mystic River/Mystic River Watershed Association
• Tidmarsh Farm Restoration Project, Plymouth, MA
• Merrimack River/Plymouth State, NH
• Cape Cod/Cape Cod Bay Watch, MA



Experimentation with Access, Education, & Civic Engagement

Open Education



Get Involved

• Seeking media and community information 
partners for a journalism-education-science 
experiment

• Email us on the Public Lab water quality list:  
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/
plots-waterquality 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#

