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Welcome to the
Outdoor Industry Summit
- elevating outdoors!

The OIS is an exploration of growth/scale opportunities, stewardship
and education for those operating an outdoor recreation business or
nonprofit in Colorado.
We combine adventure tourism-based industry businesses, land and
water stewardship (programs and non-profits), and diverse community
minded support resources to educate and protect our public lands while still promoting
tourism and outdoor adventures to all.
Finally, we will hold the space via
breakout sessions, extended breaks and exhibitor reception to collaborate on
methodologies to tap into entrepreneurial
energy to address the community scale
challenges facing our rural area.
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7:30 am Greater Arkansas River Nature Association Sponsored Bird Hike (optional)
8:00 am Registration Opens - Serving Rosy’s Donuts and Ride On Smoothies
9:00 am Theater Welcome – Jen Visitacion, Founder Moonstone Ventures + OIS Emcee
9:10 am Vision + WHY: The Outdoor Industry Summit – Jamie Billesbach,
Director Central Mountain Small Business Development Center + OIS Creator + Host
9:25 am Managing the Impacts of Growth in Outdoor Recreation Dominique Naccarato,
Greater Arkansas River Nature Association + Cindy Williams, Envision Chaffee County
9:50 am Keynote: Moving Beyond Acknowledgments Ernest House, Jr., Senior Policy Director of Keystone
Policy Center + Director of Center for Tribal + Indigenous Engagement
10:30 am Break + Collborate + Enjoy Outdoor Exhibits Serving Rosy’s Donuts + Ride On Smoothies
11:00 am Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 1: Funding Panel Supporting the Outdoors Held in the Theater examples of Outdoor businesses that these organizations
have funded + will offer tips & tricks as to what they are looking for when funding new businesses or expansions.
Ron Fore, Vice President Commercial Loans, High Country Bank, and Avery Bechtel, Commercial Loan Officer Session Facilitator
Madison Goering, Capital Access Manager Prairie Rose Development Corp – KIVA,
Marc Nager, Partner Greater Colorado Venture Fund,
Katharina Papenbrock, Director of Rural Opportunity Rural Office of Economic Development & International Trade
Breakout 2: Innovation in Outdoor + Environmental Education - Held in the Annex
Deb Matlock, Founder, Wild Rhythms,
Natalie Ooi, Associate Professor Master of the Environment, University of Colorado Boulder,
Amy Smallwood, Program Director, Wellness, Outdoor Studies, and Wilderness Programs, Colorado Mountain College,
Chuck Sullivan, Founder, The Wright Collegiate Challenge, Session Facilitator
Breakout 3: Exhibitor Spotlights + Benefits Held in the Ballroom
Breakout 4: Connecting with Nature through Drawing Lisa DeYoung, Founder, Mountain Mermaid Studios Held in the Nature Tent
12:00 pm Catered Lunch by Kalamatapit - Michelle Gapp + Joyful Bakery
1:00 pm A Platinum Sponsor Welcome Niki Stotler, COO | Salida Market President at High Country Bank Held in the Theater
1:15 pm Innovation in Sustainability for the Outdoor Industry
Taishya Adams, Commissioner, Colorado Parks & Wildlife + NOAA National Marine Sanctuaries Business Advisory Council + Bridge
Project Equitable Hiring Initiative + Board of the Black Marine Science
Sarah Beaubien, Senior Director, Sustainability Impact at Clif Bar & Company,
Conor Hall, Director of the Outdoor Recreation Industry Office,
Doug Schnitzspahn, Editor-In-Chief of Elevation Outdoors Magazine + Editorial Director if Outdoor Retailer Magazine
2:30 pm Break + Collaborate + Enjoy Outdoor Exhibitors Serving Kalamatapit Catering
3:00 pm Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout Session 5: Small Business Stewards in Action + Impact Held in the Theater
Peter Arlein, CEO at mountainFLOW eco-wax,
Conor Hall, Director of the Office of Outdoor Recreation Industry Session Facilitator,
Clare Hefferren, Founder, Callosum – Cultivate Brands. Elevate Outdoors,
Julie Singh, Co-Founder at TripOutside | Human Powered Adventures from Curated Local Providers
Breakout Session 6: Tackling Workforce Challenges Next Steps + Solutions Held in the Annex
Becky Gray, Director, Chaffee Housing Authority,
Mark Iuppenlatz, Owner/Director, San Juan Mountain Guides,
Matthew Nuñez, OREC Program Manager at Colorado Office of Economic Development + International Trade, Session Facilitator,
Marco Vienna, Investments & Ops Four Points Funding
Breakout Session 7: Exhibitor Spotlights + Benefits Held in the Ballroom
Breakout Session 8: Outdoor Nature Connection Practices Deb Matlock, Founder, Wild Rhythms Held in the Nature Tent
4:00 pm Exhibitor Reception Held Outdoors + Ballroom featuring Big Meadow
5:00 pm Adjourn + Explore Salida Excursions

Vision: The Summit began in the fall of 2021
because I believe in the “Power of Purpose.”
As life ebbs and flows, just like the valleys and peaks
that surround us, we do not always know what our
purpose is. But, when we connect with our heart,
authentically, with honesty and compassion, speak
our truth and take that first step out of our comfort
zone “purpose” often becomes clear. If we are on our
“purpose path” things start to unfold, opportunities
arise, synergies happen and others begin to join you.
This Outdoor Industry Summit came together in
just this way. The purpose of this day started to
gain clarity when I, as a board member of the
Chaffee County Visitors Bureau, attended an April
2021 meeting where the Greater Arkansas River
Nature Association (GARNA) shared some statistics
from the Envision Chaffee County plan.
They shared that within a few short years it was
projected that Chaffee County tourism would increase from 4 million visitors in 2020 (during Covid)
to 8 million visitors. This number of visitors increases
even more when you add Lake and Park counties
in our Central Mountain region and it is exponentially
compounded when you look at the entire state of
Colorado.
This study shared the impact of the damage to
our public lands from waste, overuse, abandoned
campfires, watershed damage and much more.

I have had the great joy of living in Chaffee County for
over 22 years and “find myself” up in the highcountry; hiking, camping, jeeping and skiing. So,
the reality of this impact hits me deeply. Yet, as the
director of the Central Mountain SBDC, I represent
small businesses and entrepreneurs and know that
recreational tourism accounts for some 70 percent
of our local economy.
We are seemingly living in a paradox. We need to
explore ways to address public land stewardship
and sustainable tourism. Clif Bar & Company has
been doing this good work since 2001 you will hear
an update from them at our 1:15 pm “Innovation in
Sustainability for the Outdoor Industry” session. We
also need to educate those visiting us, who might
not know the steps that they can take to preserve
and protect our collective lands for generations to
come. A wonderful example of this is the great work
that Scott Peterson is doing with the Chaffee County Visitors Bureau sharing award winning Adventure
By Nature Education Videos.
Plus, all of us have been hit one way or the other with
the changing landscape of the workforce, affordable
housing, childcare and rising costs of product procurement. We will explore growth and scale options
and offer ways to tap into all of the funding available
to us as individuals, communities, towns and counties, to address the challenges and OPPORTUNITIES
facing us. At 3:00pm we have a breakout session
dedicated to showcasing how industry leaders are
addressing Workforce Housing Challenges.

“Introduction to the Outdoor
Industry Summit - Vision + Our Why”
Jamie Billesbach, Director Central Mountain Small Business
Development Center (SBDC) + OIS Creator + Host

Photos shown throughout this
program are by DigitalartCo.com
- Joe + Kimmie Randell

Who better to start this good work than those who do
business in or support our economy and the non-profits
who dedicate their services?
Since the pandemic there has been a rising trend of social
entrepreneurism leading a path forward by tapping into all
of our entrepreneurial energy to begin to solve community
challenges facing our society in the years to come.
Today, you will see and hear real life examples of this
good work from mountainFlow, TripOutside, Callosum,
San Juan Mountain Guides, and Clif Bar all incredible
entrepreneurs. As well as, hear from the Editor-in-Chief of
Elevation Outdoors the Director of the Outdoor Recreation Industry Office, and the Commissioner of Colorado
Parks & Wildlife and all industry leaders.

Whether it is . . . supporting sustainability, protecting
and/or educating about our public lands, leaning into
supporting non-profits, thinking about employee
ownership, learning about a funding option that will
enable you to take your next step in your business.

WHY the Second Annual Outdoor Industry Summit?
To create the space for all of us, with varied opinions,
explore ways to support sales and welcome everyone
who is coming to celebrate and enjoy our public lands all of which once were tribal lands. We need to remember
are their public lands, also paid by their tax dollars. And, to
explore sustainable tourism, education processes experts
at CU Boulder Masters of Environment, CMC’s Wilderness
+ Outdoor Studies, The Wright Collegiate Challenge and
funding options to protect and support the lands that we
LOVE while ensuring our own business sustainability. Note
numerous funders are joining us as speakers and exhbitors.
You will hear from thought leaders such as Earnest House,
Jr. our Keynote, as well as, innovators and industry
pioneers who have been doing this good work for decades. Such as GARNA, Envision Chaffee County, CCVB,
OEDIT, and OREC. They will share their experiences on
their own purpose lead journeys, as well as show successful examples of what is working and making an impact.
It is our hope that someone that you connect with TODAY will
inspire you, in some way, to take those first steps out of your
comfort zone. To begin your own “Power of Purpose” journey.

Enjoy, connect and collaborate
- this day is about you and about us.
Jamie Billesbach, Center Director,
Central Mountain SBDC
Purpose Links & Resources
“5 Key Takeaways from the OREC Listening
Tour” CO Outdoor Recreation Industry Office
“What Is A Purpose-Driven Entrepreneur?”
Quinn Tempest
“8 Groups Fighting to Improve the Outdoors for
All” Outside Magazine
“Innovating in the Great Outdoors”
Fast Company Sept 21 issue
“The Power Of Purpose And Why It Matters
Now” Forbes August 21
“What is Authenticity and Why is it Important?”
Dr Sarah Brooks

9:00 am – “Welcome from Emcee”
Jen Visitacion, Founder Moonstone Ventures
+ Central Mountain SBDC Consultant

Cultivating Creative, Mindful and
Resilient Leaders - at home, at work

Gain Clarity and Traction through our
Backcasting Planning Process!
Download this free PDF featuring a free backcasting plan template!

and in community.
About Jen:
Hello and welcome! I’m Jen Visitacion, Founder
of Moonstone Ventures and Professional Business
and Leadership Coach, dedicated to supporting
entrepreneurs and community leaders in designing
and leading their lives and organizations with
purpose.
I provide individual and team coaching, strategic
planning support, change leadership, and facilitate
both personal and organizational development
retreats.
If you would like to learn more about programs and
services, please schedule a free discovery call. I look
forward to hearing from you.
“Finding beauty in a broken world is creating beauty in the world we find.”
			

— Terry Tempest Williams

Exploring the Art of Personal Leadership
Equus Coaching® Private Sessions
and Retreats
Equus Coaching is a simple yet transformative
experience that combines life and leadership
coaching with guided interactions with horses.
Whether you are an individual, couple, family,
or team, Equus Coaching can provide a unique
opportunity to observe and learn from the
natural wisdom and feedback of horses in an
intimate setting designed to support both
personal and professional development.

719.239.1594
moonstoneventures.com
jen@moonstoneventures.com
www.linkedin.com/in/jennifer-visitacion
www.facebook.com/moonstoneventuresllc

9:10 am - “Introduction to the Outdoor
Industry Summit - Our Why”
Jamie Billesbach, Director Central Mountain Small Business
Development Center (SBDC) + OIS Creator + Host

About Central Mountain SBDC:

About Jamie Billesbach:

Our center serves Chaffee, Lake and Park counties.
We offer no cost consulting by accessing local consultants, as well as statewide consulting experts. We
also offer no or low-cost training and events. Finally
we assist with access to capital through lean business
plan support, cash flow and budgeting, training and
introductions to lenders.

Jamie has years of experience in brand development,
marketing vision/creation, merchandising, graphic
design, training programs and special event planning
and implementation. For 20 years Jamie ran her own
consulting business Creative Concepts of Colorado
dba Yara Innovations and had the great pleasure to
work with a variety of local, state and international
small businesses, coffee growers and non-profits.

We are funded by a main grant through the Small
Business Administration then are hosted by Chaffee
County and we are co-hosted by Lake & Park Counties. We are managed through the Office of Economic Development & International Trade (OEDIT) who
also supports us via grant funding. Finally, we are part
of the Colorado SBDC Network with fifteen centers
located throughout the state ready to serve you.
What does all this mean to you. Were here to help
you grow and prosper. To support your small business and/or entrepreneurial journey whether you are
starting a business, scaling up a business or skilling
up yourself, your team or your workforce.
Seemingly due to the pandemic, we are all invited
to reconceive ways to pivot and grow and connect
more thoughtfully with our customers, clients and
community. We hope this conference will offer you
resources, tips and tools to support you on your
journey. Please reach out to us at the SBDC and to
the speakers and supporters of this conference.

Jamie has lived in Chaffee County for 22 years and
loves hiking, camping, skiing and the huge variety of
local music to be enjoyed in the Arkansas Valley.
Not to mention celebrating mountain living with her
husband, two daughters and son-in-laws, four grandchildren and many four-legged family members.

Schedule an appointment

719.221.0374

YouTube Channel

https://centralsbdc.org
jamie@centralsbdc.org
www.linkedin.com/in/jamie-billesbach
www.facebook.com/CentralMountainSBDC

9:25 am – “Managing the Impacts of Growth
in Outdoor Recreation”
Dominique Naccarato, Director, Greater Arkansas River
Nature Association (GARNA)

About Greater Arkansas River Nature

About Dominique Naccarato:

Association (GARNA):

Dominique is the Executive Director of GARNA.
She as a Masters in Environmental Management
from Western Colorado University. As well as, a BS in
Molecular, Cellular, Developmental Biologyfrom the
University of Colorado.

GARNA, through community collaboration, inspires
a conservation ethic by providing
educational opportunities and experiences so that
those who live, work and play in the
Upper Arkansas Valley are motivated to take care of
the natural resources and leave a legacy of responsible use of the natural environment.
GARNA is nature centered and
community driven. Our mission is
to foster stewardship of the resources of the greater Arkansas
River region through education,
volunteerism and experiences.
Our public education programs have reached over
3000 people in our valley last year, and
we continue to work to create an informed community that promotes the conservation of the
unique natural, cultural, and historic resources of
the greater Arkansas River region.
They offer many support programs:
Friends of Public Lands
Environmental Education
Chaffee Green Sustainability

She is an adaptable and creative community engagement leader with experience in project management,
program development, sustainability, economic
development, stakeholder outreach and public lands
policy in the education and non-profit sectors.

719.539.5106
https://garna.org
info@garna.org
www.linkedin.com/in/dominiquenaccarato
www.facebook.com/GARNAinCO

9:25 am – “Managing the Impacts of Growth
in Outdoor Recreation”
Cindy Williams, Owner GeoInsights Inc., Board President
Central Colorado Conservancy, Co-Lead Envision
Chaffee County

About Envision Chaffee County:

About Cindy Williams:

Catalyzing citizens to support the

Cindy is the Board President of the Central
Colorado Conservancy and the Owner of GeoInsights Inc. The Central Colorado Conservancy is
dedicated to protecting the lands and waters of Central Colorado. The organization’s 10 year
strategic goals include conserving 20,000 acres
of land, caring for the areas clean waters, and connecting thousands in the community to conservation. The Central Colorado Conservancy is one of
a select group of nationally accredited land trust
organizations.

community and landscapes that make
Chaffee County special.
In 2016, a group concerned citizens came together
to discuss the future of Chaffee County. Our community had been discovered and felt at a “tipping
point” as population, tourism, traffic, recreation,
second homeownership and housing prices continued to grow.
A thriving economy is advantageous for many but
members of this Core Team questioned whether
the fast-paced changes would threaten the very
things that make Chaffee County special.
What will this community look and feel like in 10
years? Twenty? They agreed that a longer-term
view and community engagement was needed to
plan for growth.
County Commissioners unanimously signed a
proclamation to convene the initiative with the
community in 2017, and grant funding supported a
year-long planning phase that involved 1,500 citizens and nearly 80 organizations and groups.
Together, we created the Envision Community Action Plan and a shared Community Vision

https://envisionchaffeecounty.org
info@envisionchaffeecounty.org
www.linkedin.com/in/cindylwilliams67
www.facebook.com/envisionchaffeecounty

9:50 am – Keynote “Moving Beyond
Acknowledgments”
Ernest House, Jr., Senior Policy Director of Keystone
Policy Center & Director of Center for Tribal and
Indigenous Engagement

About Earnest House, Jr.:
As former Executive Director for the Colorado
Commission of Indian Affairs (CCIA) for over 11
years, Ernest maintained the communication
between the Southern Ute Indian Tribe, the Ute
Mountain Ute Indian Tribe, and other American
Indian organizations, state agencies and affiliated groups. In that position, Ernest worked closely
with Governor Hickenlooper, Lieutenant Governor
Donna Lynne, and the CCIA members to maintain a
government-to-government relationship between
the State of Colorado and tribal governments.
The CCIA is a twenty-six member commission,
chaired by the Lt. Governor Lynne and comprised
of both Ute Tribes, their appointees and several
state and federal department representatives and
ex-officio members. Ernest represented the State
of Colorado and the CCIA at various federal and
state public policy meetings and provided legislative
and government-related information to community
stakeholders.
Currently, as Senior Policy Director for the Keystone
Policy Center, Ernest is working with various stakeholders in the areas of tribal consultation, energy,
healthcare, and education. Ernest is an enrolled
member of the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe in Towaoc, Colorado. He previously held the position of
Executive Director under Governor Bill Owens and
Governor Bill Ritter from 2005-2010.

Ernest is a 2012 American Marshall Memorial
Fellow, 2013 Denver Business Journal Forty under
40 awardee, 2015
President’s Award
recipient from History
Colorado, and 2018
Gates Family Foundation
Public Leadership Fellow.
Ernest currently serves on the Fort Lewis
College Board of Trustees and advisor to the Mesa
Verde Foundation and Global Livingston Institute.
He holds a rich tradition in his position as son of the
late Ernest House, Sr., a long time tribal leader for
the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and great-grandson of
Chief Jack House, the last hereditary chief of the
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe.

970.513.5800
1628 Sts. John Road
Keystone, CO 80435
https://www.keystone.org/about
amccowan@keystone.org
www.facebook.com/KeystonePolicyCenter

About Keystone Policy Center:

Public Engagement & Outreach

Our Mission: Keystone Policy Center empowers leaders to overcome national and local policy
conflicts they previously thought were insurmountable. Through a unique and innovative approach,
Keystone shepherds shared-goal partners to find
mutually agreeable solutions in energy, environment, education, health, agriculture, emerging
genetic technologies, land management, and tribal
communities.

Collective action requires meeting people where they are.
As such, Keystone designs and executes public meetings
on every scale — from small focus groups to state and regional outreach — to gather input, share information, and
inform public policy decisions. Keystone gives members of
the community an active voice in a policy discussion that

Our Values:
Keystone fosters collaborative and sustainable
outcomes through the following values:
Equity and Inclusiveness
Meeting people where they are
Civil discourse
Science and evidence based decision-making
Deepening understanding
Collective Action
If you are interested in partnering with us, please
contact Sarah Alexander at salexander@keystone.org.
Coalitions & Collaboratives
Keystone thoughtfully manages multi-stakeholder
coalitions that bring together key thought leaders,
decision-makers, and influencers who forge alliances,
make decisions, resolve conflicts, and change the
trajectory of challenging issues. Keystone utilizes a
diverse array of tools customized to each group’s needs
to help them develop practical, shared solutions that
meet mutually agreed upon goals.

will often have the most direct impact on them.

Situation Assessments
Keystone designs and conducts qualitative research – e.g.,
through interviews, focus groups, and analysis – to identify
key stakeholders on a pressing issue, assess the specific
opportunities for collaborative problem-solving, and
determine any challenges in pursuing joint solutions.

Policy Development & Strategic Planning
Keystone works with organizations and their constituents
to assess the current policy landscape and thoughtfully
craft custom roadmaps to achieve progress. Keystone
helps stakeholders undertake strategic planning and
partnership assessments, conduct internal analyses, offer
recommendations to achieve strategic goals, and develop
dedicated plans to reach those goals.

Leadership & Capacity Building
Keystone’s customized workshops and other learning
experiences help institutions and individuals build skills
for effective decision-making that leads to sustainable
outcomes within and beyond their organizations. We
work across a range of sectors, disciplines, and geographies to provide public-facing organizations (agencies,
corporations, schools, etc.) with strategies, techniques,
and tools for identifying and engaging stakeholders in
mutually beneficial ways.

11:00 am – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 1: “Funding Panel Supporting the
Outdoors” Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Ron Fore, Vice President Commercial Loans,
High Country Bank + our Platinum Sponsor

About Ron Fore:

About Avery Bechtel, Breakout Facilitator:

Ron has lived in Colorado, Salida in particular since
2001. He graduated from Salida High School and
from Adams State University in Alamosa, CO with
a BS in Business Administration with an emphasis
in Finance. Ron also played Basketball for Adams
State University. He started his banking career with
First Southwest Bank in Alamosa in 2015 when he
graduated from college as a Credit Analyst. He
held that position for four years with the same
institution before being promoted to a Portfolio
Manager with them, which gave me my first taste
of commercial and ag lending.

Avery Bechtel moved to Chaffee County over 19
years ago. She worked in the tourism & outdoor
industries for many years, including a rafting company, outdoor/kayak stores, & Monarch Mountain.

In April of 2020 Ron was offered the opportunity
to come back to Salida with High county Bank as
a Commercial Loan Officer. He was brought in to
specialize and assist with the Paycheck Protection
Program loan influx in addition to picking up a
portfolio. Ron was then promoted to Vice President of Commercial Loans in January of 2022. His
hobbies include skiing, fishing, golfing, and playing
basketball.

She pursued her bachelors degree in Business
Administration & Marketing from Adams State
University then joined on with High Country Bank
in 2016.
She is a Commercial Loan Officer focused on helping local businesses, including those in the outdoor
industry, achieve their goals & aspirations whether
that may be through a construction loan, purchasing real estate, or establishing a line of credit. When
she’s not helping local businesses, she spends her
time rafting, backpacking, hiking, running, skiing,
mountain biking & being with her kids & husband.

719.539.2516 Salida
719.395.2113 Buena Vista

HCB Commerical Loan Programs:
Commercial Real Estate
Commercial Equipment
Commercial Loan Team
Commercial Checking

www.highcountrybank.net
internet.mail@highcountrybank.net

www.facebook.com/HighCountryBank

11:00 am – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 1: “Funding Panel Supporting the
Outdoors” Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Avery Bechtel, Commercial Loan
Officer Session Facilitator High Country Bank + our
Platinum Sponsor

About High Country Bank:

Building Futures Together
High Country Bank offers community-oriented
banking from our five locations in Salida (two
locations), Buena Vista, Canyon City and
Longmont. Our mission is to: Strengthen our
communities; Help our neighbors; Promote
career growth and development of our employees; and Reward our stakeholders.

Community support is a big priority. Last year,
we donated over $100,000 to local organizations,
non-profits, and schools, including Heart of the
Rockies Regional Medical Center, Boys and Girls
Club, Chaffee County Search and Rescue, ArkValley Humane Society, Habitat for Humanity,
Farm to Table, Art Walk, Friends of the Steamplant
and many more.

We’re proud to report that we are the largest
financier of real estate loans in Chaffee County,
with nearly 46% of real estate loans in Chaffee
County! High Country Bank offers a full range of
loan products, including business, construction,
residential real estate, and consumer loans—and
all decisions are made locally.
While HCB is first and foremost a community
bank, we offer many of the same services
that big financial institutions offer, including
personal and business accounts as well as the
latest services including online banking and
bill pay, mobile deposit, person to person
payments, and e-statements.

719.539.2516 Salida
719.395.2113 Buena Vista
www.highcountrybank.net
internet.mail@highcountrybank.net

www.facebook.com/HighCountryBank

11:00 am – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 1: “Funding Panel Supporting the
Outdoors” Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Marc Nager, Partner Greater Colorado Venture Fund

About Greater Colorado Venutre Fund:

About Marc Nager:

The Greater Colorado Venture Fund is
pioneering venture capital for Rural America.

Co-Founder of Startup Weekend and former CEO of
UP Global and Chief Community Officer at Techstars.
Since 2009, Marc has been a leader of the startup
movement around the world. He has built and scaled
programs that have served more than 500,000
entrepreneurs in over 700 cities and 142 countries
around the world. At UP Global he managed a team
of nearly 75 people with offices in 5 international
locations and oversaw Startup Weekend, Startup
Next, Startup Digest, Startup Week, and Startup
America. He’s worked with grassroots and political
leaders from around the world as well as executives
at many FT500 companies around innovation and
entrepreneurship. Originally from the small town of
Mammoth Lakes, CA, Marc found his way to Telluride
in where he served as the Managing Director for the
Telluride Venture Accelerator for two years before
jumping into GCVF. He and his wife Ashley now live
in Ridgway with their daughter, Lia.

Opportunity is not shared equally in America. New
business starts in America are down nearly 60% since
the early 90’s. Over 59% of all counties in America
are in a state of economic decline, and over 50% of
all economic growth since the 2008 recession has
been isolated to just 20 counties, out of 3,007. In
Colorado, 83% of ‘Rural’ counties have median incomes below the state average and all of Colorado’s
distressed counties are
considered rural.
The Greater Colorado Venture Fund is catalyzing the
Startup Revolution 2.0, spreading entrepreneurship
to create opportunity and build
sustainable communities in rural America. We invest
in Colorado companies with high growth potential
located outside of the Front Range
urban corridor.
Our Support: The state of Colorado, through the
Venture Capital Authority (VCA), is a limited partner
in the Greater Colorado Venture Fund. GCVF is also
supported by regional foundations and individual
investors who have bet on Rural Colorado entrepreneurship. Our mixed private and public investor base
ensures we are simultaneously pursuing financial
returns and economic development outcomes.

www.greatercolorado.vc
To connect with us use this form!
www.linkedin.com/in/nager
www.greatercolorado.vc/blog

11:00 am – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 1: “Funding Panel Supporting the
Outdoors” Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Madison Goering, Capital Access Manager Prairie Rose
Development Corp – KIVA

About Prarie Rose:

About Madison:

Prairie Rose Development is a 501(C)3 nonprofit corporation that was founded in Colorado in late 2020.
Our mission is to stimulate the creation, prosperity, and
economic welfare of diverse small businesses creating
sustainable, living-wage jobs within their communities.

Madison Goering (she/her/hers) is the Kiva Capital
Access Manager for the Denver-Metro area.
Previously Madison’s work has been in diverse
community development efforts, from supporting
families experiencing homelessness to running a
referral hotline for survivors of human trafficking.
Madison grew up in Colorado and is thrilled to be
connecting with local entrepreneurs after living
and working in Bolivia for 2 years.

New small businesses create ALL the net new jobs in the
U.S. each year although businesses owned by women,
minorities, immigrants, millennials, veterans and others,
along with small businesses located in rural communities, are generally excluded from access to affordable
and flexible funding to start their businesses.

In her free time she loves to go trail running,
make dinner with friends and practice West Coast
Swing dancing.

What limited funding that is available, evaporates
during and after a recession, which is when it is most
needed to help businesses create meaningful, sustainable living wage jobs.
Prairie Rose Development seeks to redress
this inequity by:
1) Offering and facilitating 0% interest rate and nofee crowd-sourced small business Kiva loans up
to $15,000 to new and emerging small businesses
located anywhere within the State of Colorado; and,

https://prairierosedevelopment.org
https://prairierosedevelopment.org/kiva
https://prairierosedevelopment.org/about-us

2) Offering character-based small business loans (no
minimum credit score or collateral requirement) up
to $150,000+, combined with mentorship support,
to emerging businesses.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/madisongoering
https://www.facebook.com/KivaColorado

11:00 am – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 1: “Funding Panel Supporting the
Outdoors” Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Katharina Papenbrock, Director Rural Opportunity Office
Office of Economic Development & International Trade
+ Gold Sponsor

About OEDIT:

About Kat Papenbrock:

The Rural Opportunity Office (ROO) at the
Colorado Office of Economic Development and
International Trade (OEDIT) is transitioning from
a subdivision of the Business Support division to a
free-standing division to increase support for rural
communities across Colorado. With this transition, Katharina Papenbrock has been promoted
to division director and will continue to serve as
the rural representative for the western region of
the state.

“As a former business owner in Ouray and having
worked with other small businesses across the western region, I’ve lived and seen the struggle business
owners face to sustain their companies while living
in an area with limited resources,” said Kat Papenbrock, Rural Opportunity Office Director. “I’m excited
to lead this new division and strong team to bring
opportunity to all regions of Colorado.”
View all of the offerings that OEDIT Supports

“Rural communities across Colorado were already
facing unique challenges that were made even more
apparent during the pandemic,” said Patrick Meyers,
Executive Director of OEDIT. “Transitioning this office
as a standalone division allows us to further fulfill our
goals to foster an economy that benefits everyone
and offer focused support and technical assistance
to businesses throughout rural Colorado.”
The reorganization of the Rural Opportunity
Office will allow it to leverage the significant relationships it has built within the Business Support
division including the SBDC network, Minority
Business Office and the Colorado
Employee Ownership Office.
These partnerships will continue to connect rural
communities and small businesses with more
than 150 OEDIT programs.

303.892.3840
https://choosecolorado.com
katharina.papenbrock@state.co.us

www.linkedin.com/in/katharina-papenbrock

www.facebook.com/ColoradoEcoDevo

11:00 am – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 2: “Innovation in Outdoor +
Environmental Education” Held in the ANNEX
+ Breakout 8: Held in the Outside Nature Tent Between
Ballroom + Annex
Deb Matlock, Founder, Wild Rhythms

About Deb Matlock:

About Wild Rhythms:

Deb Matlock (she/her) grew up in Colorado and
is deeply committed to nurturing the connection
between people, animals, earth, and spirit. She has
spent twenty-five years working as a professional
environmental and humane educator and naturalist.
Deb offers nature-based spiritual guidance work,
animal communication, sacred nature connection
practitioner training, and workshops through her
business, Wild Rhythms.

The work of Wild Rhythms is about cultivating a
deep connection to the world of spirit, the earth,
and the more-than-human beings with whom
we share this planet. Through professional
practitioner training, nature-based spiritual
coaching and mentoring, animal communication,
personalized retreats, and field-based workshops,
Wild Rhythms helps you connect with Earth and
Spirit and weave your eco-spiritual journey into
your offerings for your clients.

Deb created a body of work called Nature-based
Spiritual Arts™ and offers professional training in
this work for nature connection practitioners and
community leaders. She is passionate about helping
people find connection and deep spiritual meaning
in their lives and in the places where they live. Deb
holds a Master of Arts in Environmental Education
from Prescott College and is pursuing her doctoral degree in environmental studies at Antioch
University New England. Her research focuses
on integrating the more-than-human voice into
environmental education and nature connection
programming.

www.wild-rhythms.com
https://wild-rhythms.com/contact

You can find out more about her work at
www.wild-rhythms.com

https://www.linkedin.com/in/debmatlock
YouTube Channel
https://www.facebook.com/WildRhythms
www.facebook.com/groups/SacredConnection

11:00 am – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 2: “Innovation in Outdoor +
Environmental Education” Held in the ANNEX
Natalie Ooi, Associate Professor Master of the
Environment, University of Colorado Boulder

About: The outdoor recreation economy is among our
nation’s largest and fastest growing economic sectors
and provides livelihoods for millions of American workers. Nationally, outdoor recreation accounts for 7.6
million jobs and provides $887 billion in annual
consumer spending. The state of Colorado represents a
significant piece of the national outdoor economy, supporting 511,000 direct jobs and $28 billion in
annual consumer spending.
The outdoor recreation industry sector remains, however, relatively new and holds great potential for the integration of sustainability concepts into all of its elements.
For example, innovation is needed across outdoor
recreation businesses industry in leadership and sustainable operations; new policies and regulations must be
created to govern and promote access to public lands;
and outdoor amenities must be leveraged to grow local,
sustainable economies at the local scale.
A new, online professional graduate program launched
in 2021 at CU Boulder taps into a key strength and economic growth area in Colorado: human desire to be in
the great outdoors. The Masters of Science in Outdoor
Recreation Economy (MORE).
While four Colorado higher education institutions have
programming that incorporate some of the elements
of the outdoor industry, and several other states offer
undergraduate degrees in outdoor recreation economy, MORE will become the nation’s only exclusively
online, interdisciplinary outdoor recreation economy
graduate degree program. Details
Introducing the Inaugural Class of the Outdoor Recreation Economy Program

About Natalie Ooi:
Natalie is a faculty member in the Master of Science in
the Outdoor Recreation Economy (MORE). An educator and researcher who specializes in sustainable
tourism and recreation, her passion lies in working with
industry and communities to prepare the next generation of leaders to contribute to an innovative, resilient
and just tourism/outdoor recreation economy.
Natalie’s research interests include the sustainability
and resilience of tourism destinations, with particular
interest in the complexities of tourism-community and
other stakeholder relationships within mountain resort
communities. Natalie has also worked on research
projects that examine key management challenges
within public spaces utilized for recreation, barriers to
access and use of open space by diverse communities,
the sustainability of backpacker tourism and volunteer
tourism, and the use of climate change and drought
data within the ski industry and how it can help improve
business decision-making into the future.

www.colorado.edu/program/ore
natalie.ooi@colorado.edu
oreinfo@colorado.edu
www.linkedin.com/in/natalie-ooi
www.facebook.com/CUBoulderORE

11:00 am – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 2: “Innovation in Outdoor +
Environmental Education” Held in the ANNEX
Amy Smallwood, Program Director, Wellness, Outdoor
Studies + Wilderness Programs, Colorado Mountain College

About Amy Smallwood:

About Colorado Mountain College:

Amy is the Program Director for Wellness,
Outdoor Studies, and Wilderness programs at Colorado Mountain College. A native of the Arkansas River
valley, she has witnessed first-hand the economic
changes the area has undergone and the effects these
changes have had both on the outdoor industry workforce and the local natural resources. She has extensive experience working in the industry and has been
involved in higher education for 20+ years. In addition
to Colorado, her work in outdoor recreation and higher education has taken her to the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan, Minnesota, Canada, the Carolinas, Northern
California, Russia, and the United Kingdom.

Leadville Campus: Nestled at the base of Colorado’s
highest peaks: a tight-knit college community united
by outdoor adventure. It doesn’t get more “Colorado” than Leadville. This is the place to forget the
complications of city life and embrace open space
and miles of opportunity. At CMC Leadville, you don’t
have to choose between your education and the call
of the wild. Our programs are designed to enhance
the Colorado mountain lifestyle.

Amy is passionate about educating the next generation of outdoor enthusiasts in sustainable recreation practices, particularly in light of cost-of-living
increases, equity and diversity, and global climate
change. She is currently working on her dissertation
in environmental philosophy, studying human-nature
relationships in outdoor adventure education. She’s
an active member of Lake County Search and Rescue, and a former volunteer firefighter for Chaffee
County Fire Protection District.
Explore degrees offered at CMC Leadville
Leadville Classes Credit or non-credit
Salida Classes Credit or non-credit

Salida Campus: Students can enroll in certificate,
associate, and bachelor-level classes for CMC degree programs like EMT Basic, Certified Nurse Aide,
Business Administration, Early Childhood Education,
Elementary Education, and Nursing pre-requisites.
CMC Salida will offer concurrent enrollment general
education courses for local high school students.
Additionally, they will provide GED (high school
equivalency) prep classes, ESL for English language
learners, and non-credit workshops.

719.486.2015
Leadville

719.530.7900
Salida

https://coloradomtn.edu/campuses/leadville
https://coloradomtn.edu/campuses/salida
www.linkedin.com/in/amy-smallwood
www.facebook.com/CMCLeadville
www.facebook.com/CMCSalida

11:00 am – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 2: “Innovation in Outdoor +
Environmental Education” Held in the ANNEX
Chuck Sullivan, Founder + Executive Director,
The Wright + Something Independant, Session Facilitator
+ Silver Sponsor

About: Workforce and The Wright Collegiate Challenge –
Readying for a Career in the Outdoor Recreation Industry
Presented in partnership with the Colorado Outdoor
Recreation Industry Office, The Wright Collegiate
Challenge is a semester-long program helping to
prepare Colorado higher-ed students to enter the
workforce by providing first-hand experience working
alongside small businesses and nonprofit organizations
to develop actionable solutions to current-day challenges within the outdoor recreation industry sector.
Over the course of 10-weeks, student teams representing Colorado Mesa University’s Outdoor Industry
Studies Program, Colorado Mountain College
Leadville Campus, and Western Colorado University’s
Outdoor Industry MBA Program have immersed
themselves in solving a real-time issue facing their
respective Challenge Partner.
On Monday, April 25th, the 2022 Wright Collegiate
Challenge will culminate with a final live event at
which teams will present their understanding of the
challenge at hand and pitch their solution. At the
conclusion of the program, a panel of judges, each
a leader in Colorado’s outdoor industry, will present
awards for Best in Class, People’s Choice, and Most
Engaged Team. Projects are evaluated based on criteria
such as a clear understanding of the problem, actionable solutions, innovative approach, potential impact,
and overall team engagement in the project. (MORE)

About Chuck Sullivan:
“When everything seems to be going against you,
remember that the airplane takes off against the
wind, not with it.” – Henry Ford
Chuck is founder of and serves as executive director
of The Wright, a Colorado-based 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization. The Wright brings together place-makers
and community-builders across the Mountain West
in helping to shape the region’s evolving cultural and
economic landscape and redefine the future of work.
The Wright traces its roots to Something Independent,
which was launched in 2010 as a community awareness campaign committed to showcasing Colorado’s
independent, entrepreneurial spirit through the lens of
the outdoors. At the helm of The Wright, Chuck’s best
days are spent immersed in the everyday work of real
people and real communities across Colorado.

somethingindependent.com/collegiate-challenge

https://vimeo.com/somethingindependent
The Wright Atricle Collegiate Challenge
Colorado Mountain College’s Team Astraios
wins 2021 Wright Collegiate Challenge

11:00 am – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 4: “Connecting with Nature
through Drawing”
Held in the Outside Nature Tent Between Ballroom + Annex
Lisa DeYoung, Founder, Mountain Mermaid Studios

About Mountain Mermaid Studios and
Lisa DeYoung:
Create Play Explore is the motto I strive to live my
life by.These words are interconnected in what I
imagine a beautiful swirl of colorful lines created by
my mermaid tail.
This tail is, of course, a work in progress – as those
beautiful swirls of colorful lines move and change
and grow.
I am a is a journal junkie/mixed-media artist, virtual
operations diva and avid outdoorswoman living in
the Upper Arkansas River Valley. She lives life as a
creative adventure – by the motto Create. Play.
Explore – and nature is her muse and guide.
When I’m not out exploring the trails she can often
be seen pedaling around town with my colorful bag
of journaling supplies. Embracing my creative life
is an ongoing adventure, a journey I love and trust
more each year – and strive to inspire others to do
the same.
www.mountainmermaidstudios.com

To help inspire others I created the
Musings Adventure Journal — which provides
a bite-sized space for a simple daily creative
practice. I find this bite-sized practice is a great
way to fit creative practice into a busy life.

SHOP Mountain Mermaids!
Virtual Support Maven
www.facebook.com/mountainmermaidstudios

1:00 pm – “A Platinum Sponsor Welcome”
Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Niki Stotler, Cheif Operating Officer +
Salida Market President at High Country Bank
+ Platinum Sponsor

About Niki Stotler:

About Our Platinum Sponsor HCB:

Niki Stotler is an Iowa native who discovered
Chaffee County while working for a rafting
company during her summers in college.
After earning her bachelor’s degree from the
University of Northern Iowa in 2001, she officially made Salida her home. She began her
career at High Country Bank at that same time
in the residential loan department. She loved
the Bank’s willingness to work not only with
local business owners, but also those employed
by them, to make homeownership a reality.
She has helped numerous individuals employed
by the outdoor industry find homes over the
years. In 2007, she was promoted to the Vice
President of Mortgage Loans for the Bank and
held that position until January 2022. At that
time, she accepted her current role of COO and
Salida Market President for the Bank. During
her free time, Niki enjoys spending time hiking,
running, biking and spending time with her
husband and two daughters (see right).

High Country Bank offers community-oriented
banking from our five locations. Our mission is to:
Strengthen our communities; Help our neighbors;
Promote career growth and development of our
employees; and Reward our stakeholders. We’re
proud to report that we are the largest financier of
real estate loans in Chaffee County, with nearly
46% of real estate loans in Chaffee County!
High Country Bank offers a full range of loan
products, including business, construction,
residential real estate, and consumer loans—
and all decisions are made locally.

HCB Commerical Loan Programs:
Commercial Real Estate

719.539.2516 Salida
719.395.2113 Buena Vista
www.highcountrybank.net

Commercial Equipment

internet.mail@highcountrybank.net

Commercial Loan Team

www.linkedin.com/in/niki-stotler

Commercial Checking

www.facebook.com/HighCountryBank

1:15 pm – “Innovation in Sustainability for
the Outdoor Industry Panel Discussion”
Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Taishya Adams, Commissioner, Colorado Parks & Wildlife
+ NOAA National Marine Sanctuaries Business Advisory
Council + Bridge Project Equitable Hiring Initiative

About Taishya Adams:
Taishya Adams is a servant leader focused on
collective liberation and stewardship through
community building, personal transformation,
and systems change.
Taishya the founder and principal of the Mukuyu
Collective - an intersectional, interdisciplinary
education & environmental business that leverages the reform, reimagine, and recreate spaces
for individual and collective liberation.
Taishya serves as a commissioner to
Colorado Parks and Wildlife. The commission
sets regulations and policies for Colorado’s
state parks and wildlife programs. (More About
Taishya)
Taishya also serves on the NOAA National
Marine Sanctuaries Business Advisory Council,
the Bridge Project Equitable Hiring Initiative
Advisory Council, Colorado Natural Areas
Council, and on the board of Black in Marine
Science.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
NOAA National Marine Sanctuaries

Previously, Taishya served as the National Policy
& Education Director and Colorado Network
Co-lead for Outdoor Afro – an organization
that celebrates and inspires Black American
connections to nature and leadership.

Bridge Project Equitable Hiring Initiative
Black in Marine Science
www.linkedin.com/in/taishyasky

1:15 pm – “Innovation in Sustainability for
the Outdoor Industry Panel Discussion”
Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Sarah Beaubien, Senior Director, Sustainability Impact at
Clif Bar & Company

About Sarah Beaubien:

About Clif Bar & Company:

Sarah is an avid skier, snowboarder, mountain biker, rafter, and life adventurer, Sarah has
grown up in the outdoors. She also enjoys
exploring the local Oregon food scene,
cooking, pickleball, traveling, and spending time
with her family.

At Clif we’re guided by our values—our Aspirations.
Like striving to create a healthy and sustainable food
system. Ensuring our brands and business
are healthy so that we can do more good. And caring about the people, places and communities we
touch. Being family- and employee-owned means
taking care of our people and their families because
healthy, inspired people create delicious and nutritious food. At Clif, we’re inspired by the challenge of
running a business based on ecological principles.

Prior to joining Clif Bar as Senior Director,
Sustainability Impact, Sarah served as the Managing Director of Quantis—a global
science-based consultancy—providing
leadership, mentoring, and guidance to deliver
sustainability strategies.
Before Quantis, she spent twelve years as a
sustainability lead at food and beverage CPG
companies, working at the intersection of food,
farming, and policy.
She serves on the Board of Directors for Oregon
Agricultural Trust and the Advisory Committee for Oregon State University Food Science
& Technology and the University of California
Organic Agriculture Institute.

We describe our model for sustainability in four
simple words: Think Like a Tree. Trees run on renewable energy, recycle all waste, and sustain and
improve the places they grow. As a food company,
Think Like a Tree means we’re working to craft food
with organic, sustainable ingredients, made with renewable energy, packed in eco-friendly packaging,
and delivered by transportation that doesn’t pollute.
(More)

Clif Bar & Company Aspirations
Shop Clif Bar

Sarah believes that to address sustainability
challenges in a rapidly changing world, we need
to enable people’s potential, innovate, and solve
problems together.

www.linkedin.com/in/sarahbeaubien

www.facebook.com/clifbar

1:15 pm – “Innovation in Sustainability for
the Outdoor Industry Panel Discussion” +
Breakout #5 Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Conor Hall, Director of the Outdoor Recreation Industry
Office + Gold Sponsor

About Conor Hall + OREC:
In Jauary of 2002 the Colorado Office of
Economic Development and International Trade
(OEDIT) named Conor Hall as the new Outdoor
Recreation Industry Office (OREC) Director.
“Outdoor recreation is not only a key pillar of
Colorado’s economy but also a major contributor to our quality of life, mental health
and physical health. I am thrilled to join OEDIT
and partner with Colorado communities, and
our world class business and NGO leadership.
Together we will support, attract and expand
our outdoor recreation industry to promote
sustainable economic growth and expand equitable access while prioritizing our shared goals
of clean air, clean water and the protection of
public lands.” said Hall.
Hall, who grew up in Crestone, CO and spent
his summers on a cattle ranch, comes to OREC
from The Trust for Public Land, where he was
the director of conservation strategies, policy,
advocacy and government relations for the
Intermountain West and led the creation of over
$2 billion dollars in public funding for land and
water conservation, climate and more equitable access to nature through ballot measures
and legislative action. During that same period,
he served as the vice president of The Trust for
Public Land Action Fund, a nonprofit affiliate
supporting this work.

Prior to joining The Trust for Public Land, Hall
served as a Senior Advisor on Climate and
Conservation on Michael Bloomberg’s 2020
presidential campaign, and as a senior advisor to
Governor Hickenlooper, staffing him at all external
events and meetings, managing relationships around
the state and country, and advising on speeches,
political and communications strategy, and a
multitude of policy decisions including the creation
of the OREC Office in 2015.
“Conor brings a wealth of knowledge in the outdoor
space, government relations, and consensus-building
and community development, all of which will be vitally
important over the next several years as OEDIT works
to deploy the $9.7 million EDA grant that the OREC and
tourism office received,” said Patrick Meyers, Executive
Director of OEDIT. “This is an important component
as we help rebuild the outdoor industry that was so
adversely affected by the pandemic.” (More)

CO Outdoor Recreation Industry Office
OREC Programs + Funding
Outdoor Recreation Resources
Connect with OREC
www.linkedin.com/in/conor-hall

1:15 pm – “Innovation in Sustainability for
the Outdoor Industry Panel Discussion”
Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Doug Schnitzspahn, Editor-In-Cheif of Elevation Outdoors
Magazine + Editorial Director if Outdoor Retailer Magazine

About Doug Schnitzspahn:
Douglas Schnitzspahn is a freelance writer and
editor living in Boulder, Colorado. A native of Little
Silver, New Jersey, he studied English literature at
Boston University and received an MFA in Creative
Writing from the University of Washington, where
he won the Mary Rouvelas Prize in Fiction. For three
summers, he studied poetics and art history at the
UW Rome Center in Italy and he has traveled in
Sicily, Corsica, North Africa, Greece, France, Argentina and Poland. From 1993 through 1997, he
worked building trails and fighting wildfires for
the U.S. Forest Service in Montana and in 2000
he worked with The Wilderness Society, American Lands, and the Sierra Club to preserve Idaho’s
southwest canyonlands as a national monument.
From 2001 through 2006, Schnitzspahn worked
as executive editor of Hooked on the Outdoors,
winning the Katie Award for best magazine and San
Francisco Honorary Publication Awards for best
feature and best interview. As a freelance writer, he
has contributed to Outside, Outside’s Go, Men’s
Journal, The Chicago Tribune, Islands, Wild Earth,
High Country News, Alternative Medicine, The
Big Sky Journal, The Denver Post, Backpacker,
Bike, Powder, Skiing, and The Mountain Gazette.
Schnitzspahn’s writing has been noted in Best
American Essays 2005 and he won a fellowship in
non-fiction literature from the Colorado Council on
the Arts in 2003.

Doug is one of the leading voices in outdoor, travel
and conservation journalism in North America. He
is currently the editorial director of publications
for Outdoor Retailer, including Outdoor Retailer
magazine and The Daily, the official publication
of the Outdoor Retailer trade shows. For the past
decade, he has been the leading voice on outdoor
recreation, adventure travel, and conservation in
Colorado as the editor-in-chief of Elevation Outdoors magazine and ElevationOutdoors.com. As
a go-to freelance writer he has covered adventure
travel, politics, the outdoors, conservation, and gear
in publications including Men’s Journal, Outside,
Powder, SKI, The Chicago Times, NationalGeographic.com, and Fatherly.com. His work has been
recognized by Best American Essays and with a
Colorado Council on the Arts fellowship. Before
journalism he spent time down in the conservation
trenches working to propose new national monuments with The Wilderness Society and Sierra Club.

Elevation Outdoors
Outdoor Retailer

www.linkedin.com/in/dougschnitzspahn
www.facebook.com/ElevationOutdoors
www.facebook.com/OutdoorRetailer

3:00 pm – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 5: “Small Business Stewards in
Action + Impact” Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Peter Arlein, CEO at mountainFLOW eco-wax

About Peter Arlein:
In Peter Arlein is the Founder and CEO of mountainFLOW eco-wax. Based in the heart of Colorado’s Rocky Mountains, mountainFLOW makes
eco-friendly accessories for the snow and bike
industries. mountainFLOW’s ski wax and bike products are all made from plants whereas the competitor’s products are derived from petroleum. Peter
grew up skiing in upstate New York and quickly
moved to Colorado after college. After spending a
few years as a Ski Patroller and Raft Guide, he started mountainFLOW to address a huge hole in the
market for eco-friendly ski wax. mountainFLOW is
now sold around the world including major retailers
like REI, MEC, Backcountry.com, and Moosejaw.
About mountainFlow:
In 2016, we formed mountainFLOW eco-wax with
a straightforward mission: provide a simple and
eco-friendly way to improve the skiing experience.
Our first product was a water-based anti-stick spray
that reduced snow and ice buildup on top of skis.
This product became popular in the backcountry
community, where weight is the name of the game.
Reducing snow buildup kept skis light and helped
skiers to efficiently venture into the mountains
without carrying pounds of unnecessary weight. We
soon realized that eco-friendly waxes were a rare
commodity in the ski industry. So in 2017 we began
testing plant-based glide waxes. We were looking
for a product that was easy to apply and that was
non-hazardous to the environment.

After 2 years of R&D and over 200 formulations, we
developed a line of plant-based wax that worked just
as well as conventional, petroleum-based wax. We’re
excited to expand our line of eco-friendly waxes.
Our hope is that the every skier and rider will make
the choice to use a product that works great and is
more friendly to our mountain playgrounds. Below
are some new products that just hit the market.
RACE WAX: We just launched a line of plant-based,
non-fluoro race wax. With mountainFLOW’s exclusive Ceramic Nanotechnology, our new race wax is
competitive with any non-fluoro race wax on the
market. Shop Race Wax
BIKE LUBE, GREASE, + WASH: mountainFLOW’s
new line of plant-based bike products are taking
the industry by storm. Our bike products are biodegradable and work just as well as any comparable
product on the market. Shop Bike Products

www.mountainflow.com
YOU HAVE TO WATCH THIS!
Clip from Shark Tank
New Bike Lube
www.linkedin.com/in/peter-arlein

3:00 pm – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 5: “Small Business Stewards in
Action + Impact” Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Clare Hefferren, Founder, Callosum
– Cultivate Brands. Elevate Outdoors

About Clare Hefferren:

About Callosum:

Clare Hefferren, brings 30 years of marketing experience as Founder/CEO of Callosum, a purpose-driven branding agency
for the outdoor industry. A sophisticated
tomboy and passionate people’s champion,
nature fuels and grounds her. She believes
that the endless opportunities to raise the
bar in outdoor flow endeavors translate well
to business.

Callosum is a branding agency that guides early and
growth stage purpose-driven outdoor brands to $10M,
through a Signature Growth Road Map to grow awareness, build community, and create content that converts
in 3 steps. Committed to the quadruple bottom line.

Her focus audience is early and growth
stage outdoors brands who are looking to
build awareness and revenue anchored in
the quadruple bottom line (people, planet, profit and purpose.) Clare has lived and
worked corporately in the metro cities of
Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles
and has called Vail, Colorado home since
2010 while working with clients nationwide.
Clare holds a bachelor’s degree in sociology
from Wittenberg University and a Professional Designate AA in merchandise product
development from the Fashion Institute of
Design and Merchandising. Her scholarly
recognitions include membership in the
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, a 2003
Product Development Award and valedictorian honors. In addition to keynote speaking,
Clare has been featured on television and in
publications around the country.

https://gocallosum.com
clare@gocallosum.com
www.linkedin.com/company
www.instagram.com/gocallosum

3:00 pm – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 5: “Small Business Stewards in
Action + Impact” Held in the SteamPlant Theater
Julie Singh, Co-Founder at TripOutside | Human Powered
Adventures from Curated Local Providers

About TripOutside:
WHAT WE BELIEVE IN HUMAN POWERED
ADVENTURES - We are concerned about the impact of
motorized recreation on our ecosystems, and we believe in
minimizing our impact on these ecosystems through silent
sports. Let’s burn calories, not fossil fuels!

CONSERVATION - We know we all need to do more
to protect our planet’s wild places. Our vision is to bring
more people outdoors so that we can work together to
take action on protecting our natural places. We are a
proud member of the Conservation Alliance and Leave
No Trace.

LEAVE NO TRACE - We wholeheartedly embrace,
support and educate on Leave No Trace principles. We
know that we won’t have lands to play on if we don’t
take care of them. We are passionate about leaving our
natural places better than we found them – whether on
a trail, at a trailhead, crag, campsite, river, lake or beach.

SUPPORT LOCAL - We cherish the local communities
we feature, and we partner with local outdoor businesses in these communities to give back to the community
and support the people who call it home. Join the
TripOutside partner network here.

BE KIND
We encourage a deep respect for nature, wildlife, our
environment, fellow adventurers on the trails, the citizens of the places that we visit, and for the people that
work to help us all get outside.

About Julie Singh:
Julie Singh co-founded TripOutside with her
husband Reet out of a shared enthusiasm for
outdoor adventure. TripOutside makes it easy to
plan and book extraordinary outdoor adventures
from the best local providers. Since 2017, Julie and
Reet have traveled in their RV, discovering the best
outdoor destinations and hand-selecting epic adventures for TripOutside. You can usually find Julie
biking or hiking the nearest mountain, advocating
for the earth & its animals, and cooking delicious
vegan food.

INCLUSION IN THE OUTDOORS - Nature does
not discriminate on gender, race, age, physical ability,
or the amount of experience outdoors. We welcome
and encourage newcomers to the outdoors and work
to ensure that there are activities offered for all activity
levels. We strive to make outdoor recreation less intimidating for all, and make booking epic outdoor adventures EASY. If you are unsure where to begin with your
outdoor adventure, contact us!

https://tripoutside.com
https://tripoutside.com/news
www.linkedin.com/in/julieesingh
https://tripoutside.com/podcast

3:00 pm – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 6: “Tackling Workforce Housing
Challenges Next Steps + Solutions”
Held in the ANNEX
Becky Gray, Director, Chaffee Housing Authority

About Chaffee County Office of Housing:
Mission: Enabling all Chaffee County Residents to have
access to safe, stable and affordable housing
Vision: Chaffee County Housing Office envisions a
regional housing system comprised of diverse partnerships that create rental and ownership options across
the housing spectrum and support a social-economically diverse community, wherein the regional workforce is able to live locally and benefit from a resilient
economy.
Housing+Health Building Opportunity and Equity in
Chaffee CountySafe, stable, and affordable housing is
essential to a community’s health, both of its economy and of its residents. To learn more, you can visit
Housing+Health, an initiative funded by the Colorado
Department of Public Health and Environment’s Office
of Health Equity. You will be able to watch recordings
of speakers we have hosted in the past, plug into upcoming events, hear from your friends and neighbors,
and learn more about how you can be an advocate of
affordable housing in Chaffee County.
About Becky Gray:
Becky has been an advocate for social equity and
affordable housing since experiencing her own housing insecurity in the 1990’s. She began her career as
a research assistant, evaluating the effectiveness of
mental health interventions offered to people experiencing chronic homelessness in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

That experience encouraged her to obtain a Bachelors of Liberal Arts from Rogers State University, in
Claremore Oklahoma, and a Masters in Technical
and Professional Writing, with an emphasis in writing
for the government, from Pittsburg State University,
in Pittsburg, Kansas.
After completing her formal education, Ms. Gray served
12 rural counties in the southeast corner of Kansas as
the Director of Research, Planning, and Grant Development for a non-profit focused on ending the causes
and effects of poverty, before being hired by the City
of Pittsburg, Kansas as the Director of Housing and
Community Development. In 2018, she made her way
back to her home state of Colorado to serve Chaffee
County as the Director of Housing.
Connect with Becky & her team:
Chaffee County Office of Housing - Touber Building
448 East First Street Salida, Colorado 81201
719.239.1398

chaffeecounty.org/housing
www.housinghealthchaffee.org/about
Speaker Series

www.linkedin.com/in/becky-gray
www.facebook.com/ChaffeeHousingAuthority

3:00 pm – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 6: “Tackling Workforce Housing
Challenges Next Steps + Solutions”
Held in the ANNEX
Mark Iuppenlatz, Owner/Director, San Juan Mountain Guides

In 2021 Ouray Business Owners Bought Hotel for

About Mark Iuppeniatz:

Workforce Housing - Details shared in this session:

Mark is Co-Owner and Director of Business Development for San Juan Mountain Guides. He is an
avid backcountry skier and former ski instructor for
Vail Resorts. He is also a certified Wilderness First
Responder.

Four local businesses owners; San Juan Mountain
Guides, Ouray Grocery, Ridgway Mountain Market
and Twin Peaks Lodge and Hot Springs formed Chalet Partners, LLC purchased Ouray Chalet Inn to use
for workforce housing, with plans to rent long-term
to their own employees and other businesses.
They worked with Citizens State Bank on financing
the purchase.
The group started meeting the spring of 2021 to
brainstorm housing solutions, including potentially
building a dormitory, but were concerned about the
high costs of land and construction, San Juan Mountain Guides co-owner Mark Iuppenlatz said.
At one point, they discussed building a new extended-stay hotel, when the option of buying an existing
hotel was suggested.
“Based on the price, when you work into a per-unit
cost, it was more affordable, by far, than anything
you could build,” he said. “And the location is a 10,”
he said, especially for employees who work in Ouray
and don’t have a car.
Chalet Partners will own the building and lease
rooms to the businesses involved, who will then sublet to their employees, Iuppenlatz said. A third-party
manager will oversee the property. (More)

About San Juan Mountain Guides:
The Local Experts Since 1986; Our guides are meticulously selected because they are
1) fun to be with in the mountains,
2) incredible teachers and instructors,
3) recognized as the best athletes in their discipline – among the finest climbers and skiers in the
industry, and
4) love what they do.
Our guides genuinely enjoy working with every ability level from children or rank beginners to high end
athletes wanting to learn cutting edge techniques
and climb some of the hardest routes in the world.

800.642.5389
https://mtnguide.net
https://mtnguide.net/blog
www.linkedin.com/in/mark-iuppenlatz
www.facebook.com/sanjuanmtnguides

3:00 pm – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 6: “Tackling Workforce Housing
Challenges Next Steps + Solutions”
Matthew Nuñez, OREC Program Manager Outdoor
Recreation Industry Office + Gold Sponsor

About the Colorado Outdoor Recreation Industry
Office (OREC):
The Colorado Outdoor Recreation Industry Office
provides a central point of contact, advocacy, and
resources at the state level for the diverse constituents,
businesses, and communities that rely on the continued
health of the outdoor recreation economy.
OREC’s mission is to champion industry, communities,
and people to come to life through Colorado’s great
outdoors.
Colorado’s outdoor recreation industry accounts for
$9.6 billion in value-added (GDP) annually and contributed 120,000 direct jobs in 2020. According to the 2017
SCORP report, 92% of Colorado residents participate
in outdoor recreation each year. Colorado’s outdoor
economy contributes to a higher quality of life, making
people and communities happier and healthier.
We are privileged to live in a state that has no rival when
it comes to our iconic natural landscapes. From our 22
million acres of public land, 105,344 miles of rivers, 690
peaks over 13,000 feet, and expansive vistas of prairies,
mountain valleys, and desert canyons, these spaces are
central to Colorado’s lifestyle, heritage, identity, and
world-class recreation economy.

About Matthew Nuñez:
Matt is an Economic development professional specializing in rural and recreation business development.
I’m a proud, fifth generation Coloradan passionate
about exploring our beautiful state while shaping a
better future for its citizens. In my free time, I am a fine
art landscape photographer focusing on the Rocky
Mountain West.
Matt is also a Landscape photographer soon to be in
the pockets of millions of Coloradans! He is experienced in Lightroom, Photoshop, and the Nik Suite.
His images have been published by CNN, Forbes,
The Denver Post, PetaPixel, and many more. His
photo was selected as the artwork for future
Colorado Drivers Licenses.

Outdoor Recreation Industry Office
OREC Programs + Funding
Outdoor Recreation Resources
5 Key Takeaway from OREC Listening Tour
colorado-outdoor-recreation-industry-office

3:00 pm – Breakout Sessions (choose 1)
Breakout 6: “Tackling Workforce Housing
Challenges Next Steps + Solutions”
Held in the ANNEX
Marco Vienna, Investments & Ops Four Points Funding

About Four Points Funding:

About Marco Vienna:

Connected. Colorado. Capital.

Marco found his passion for entrepreneurship growing
up in Palo Alto. He originally moved to Boulder to get
his undergraduate degree and move back to Silicon
Valley. However, he ultimately did neither because
he quickly realized he was learning more outside of
school building companies and he fell in love with the
Boulder startup ecosystem.

Building the path for investing at scale across
Colorado’s emerging communities.
Four Points Funding is a real estate investment firm
and developer focused on Opportunity Zones across
Colorado’s emerging communities. Our Opportunity
Zone Funds primarily invest in multifamily housing
and outdoor hospitality, targeting community benefits alongside competitive returns. Our investments
aspire to lead impactful community developments
that improve towns and the livelihood of their current and future residents, as well their visitors. Rural
Resilience and Vibrancy: Four Points Funding wants
to continue establishing itself as a key partner in rural
community revitalization and growth. Our focus to
accomplish this is our Opportunity Zone Funds. We
also manage an angel syndicate, West Slope Angels,
that invests in companies across Western Colorado.
The geography we are focused on, “rural Colorado.”
Example . . .
Boulders Apartments - Buena Vista, CO
Breaking ground Fall 2022. Planned 45 parcels in a
master subdivision. Each parcel will have a
single-family home with 3 bed / 2.5 baths, as well as a
1 car detached garage with an ADU above it. This will
be treated as 90 rentals that can be rented separately.

Marco withdrew from college to help start and scale
Kickfurther, where people earn money by investing in
the inventory and purchase orders of scaling product businesses. They were named the fastest growing
company in Boulder three quarters in a row and raised
their seed round from Tim Draper. While at Kickfurther,
he was a key part in generating dozens of millions of
dollars of deal flow. The company continues to grow
today. Now Marco is raising and deploying a series of
Opportunity Zone funds investing in multi-family
housing and outdoor-focused hospitality across
Colorado. This included a move from Boulder to
Silverthorne to be more centrally located in CO.
www.fourpointsfunding.com
Multi Family Housing + Outdoor Portfolio
Four Points Funding Ethos
www.linkedin.com/in/marcovienna
www.facebook.com/marco.g.vienna

A Pairing of Landscape Art
& The Outdoor Industry

View works on the
SteamPlant Theater stage

Connecting artists, creatives, entrepreneuers, and sustainability

Marley Seifert
Harper Rose Studios
harper-rose.com

Emma Mims
Harper Rose Studios
harper-rose.com

David Billesbach
Art by David
https://artbydavidco.com

Joe & Kimmie Randall
Digital Art.com
www.digitalartco.com
Many of their photos are also used
in this online program

Catered Cuisine at
The Outdoor Industry

Served at breaks and lunch

Supporting our local culinary artists

Ride On Smoothies
www.facebook.com/rideonchaffeecounty
www.instagram.com/rideonchaffeecounty

Rosey’s Donuts
www.facebook.com/rosysdonuts

Jenny Feicht
Joyful Bakery
www.joyfulbakerybv.com

Michelle Gapp
Kalamatapit Catering
https://kalamatapit.catering

Sunday Speaker dinner
Little Cambodia
www.facebook.com/littlecambodiasalida

4:00 pm

Exhibitor Reception &
Music Entertainment
Featuring “Big Meadow”
About the band - Big Meadow is based in Salida, Colorado and features a
blend of Americana, alternative folk and hard driving Traditional music.
The band formed in 2007 and features four musicians who synergistically
blend their multi-instrument talents and vocal harmonies to create what
entertainment writer Aloysius Bruder called, “...a mellifluence of dazzleyour-tattered-socks mountain music.” The core of Big Meadow’s music
comes from the husband and wife team of Matthew and Andrea Coen.
The band combines Matthew’s singing and songwriting with Andrea’s
diverse insturmentation on fiddle, viola and banjo. The rythmm section
features the talents of local musicians Aaron Robbins and Dave Bokel.

970.309.2893

www.bigmeadowmusic.com

matthewcoen@hotmail.com

Filming portions of this Summit as part of a Co-op offering
with Chaffee County Visitors Bureau

David Curtis 50 West Productions
www.50westproductions.com

Platinum Sponsor

About Chaffee County Visitors Bureau:
The Chaffee County Tourism Bureau works to sustainably manage tourism growth and create economic opportunities for our tourism-related businesses that also support jobs and other
businesses in our community.
About Chaffee County Visitors Bureau
Marketing Matching Grant Program:
The Chaffee County Visitors Bureau will accept
applications for matching marketing grants
during the monthly meetings of January, April,
July, October. Applicant must apply online and
request to be on the CCVB meeting agenda 30
days prior to meeting. Meetings are the fourth
Tuesday of each month. More!
Did you Know? CCVB Promotes Small Businesses
and our Community in a Variety of Ways:
Shop Local Program
Industry Features (scroll down to view all)
The Adventure By Nature Pledge
Photo/Video Coop

MUST WATCH Award Winning Adventure
By Nature Education Vidoes
Wild Fire Prevention
Hiking
Scenic Drives - Fall Passes
Art in Salida
COOL Jobs!

800.831.8594
https://www.colorfulcolorado.com
www.facebook.com/nowthisiscolorado/videos
www.facebook.com/nowthisiscolorado
Visitors Guide

Gold Sponsors

About JVAM A Mountain Law Firm:
Johnston | Van Arsdale | Martin (JVAM)
is a full-service mountain law firm serving the
Arkansas River Valley, the Roaring Fork Valley, and
Colorado’s greater Western Slope. JVAM provides
legal services to the mountain communities of
Western Colorado with offices in Aspen, Basalt,
Glenwood Springs, and Buena Vista.

Johnston | Van Arsdale | Martin
(JVAM) staff are industry leaders in
legal services.
315 W Main Street,
Buena Vista, Colorado 81211
JVAM focuses on areas of practice that include:
Business,
Construction law,
Real estate,
Land use,
Litigation, and
Estate planning
All attorneys at JVAM are licensed in Colorado and
members of the Colorado Bar Association.

719.792.0578
https://jvamlaw.com
Our Locations
info@jvamlaw.com
www.linkedin.com/company/jvam

Gold Sponsors

About Colorado Housing and Finance Authority (CHFA):
Business Lending - We can help you reach new heights
with your business, whether you are a for-profit or nonprofit. We even have unique programs for manufacturers,
rural businesses, and healthy food grocers. Using a variety
of resources, CHFA’s Community Development team partners with lenders and economic developers to provide you
with the financing you need for future growth. We know
strong communities make strong economies and we are
proud to play a role.
Manufacturing - Use industrial development bonds
to access tax exempt interest rates and help your
manufacturing business grow and create jobs in
Colorado. Utilize one of the products below to finance
your facilities and equipment. Manufacturing Bonds =
Rehab, new construction, or manufacturing equipment
acquisition, Below-market interest rates Projects up to
$10 million, Projects under $4 million may be eligible for
reduced bond cost of issuance fees.
Non-Profit - CHFA Community Development has
been a resource to the nonprofit business community
since 1982. Our tax-exempt bond programs provide
your organizations with competitive interest rates and
lower financing costs to keep your money working
toward your mission.
New Markets Tax Credits (NMTCs) - can be used
to finance businesses located in, or moving to low
income, underserved communities. Lower interest
rates and long terms, Favorable loan-to-value limits,
Interest-only payments.
The Colorado Fresh Food Financing Fund (CO4F) improves access to healthy food in underserved Colorado
communities by financing grocery stores and other forms
of healthy food retail. This statewide fund is anticipated to
leverage $20 million in investment. 

Credit Enhancements - CHFA works with
local lenders statewide to offer easyto-use credit enhancement programs:
Working capital, Equipment purchases,
and Start-up costs.

www.chfainfo.com
www.facebook.com/CHFA.Colorado

Previously Highlighted

Silver Sponsors
My Lovely Spaces:
Supporting the Outdoor industry Summit with
compted accomodations for many of our traveling
guest speakers and presenters. Thank you!

May Lovely Spaces offers: Short-term and vacation accommodations in beautiful
Salida, Colorado.
Welcome to your home away from home.
We’ve got accommodations for every age and ability. Ask about our ADA accessible cabin and
our pet-friendly condos.
Testimonials:
“If I could give 10 stars I would. The location is
great, the view is amazing and the house itself is
everything you want and need. I told my kids I
wanted to move in and never leave! :) You can’t
go wrong with this one. I will be back!!”

Bill Bormes 720.273.4710
https://mylovelyspaces.com
Contact Us

Silver Sponsors
About Startup Colorado:
Join the Startup Colorado platform here (free) and access their RESOURCE CENTER offering Business info and
ideas at your fingertips. Our team of statewide partners
are constantly on the lookout for the best resources for
entrepreneurs and small business owners, so that you
don’t have to. Find articles, worksheets, how-to videos,
and more... for every business stage and industry... from
farm to spaceship. Watch this quick overview video!
Central Mountain Entrepreneurs:
While you are on the Startup Colorado platform join the
Central Mountain Entrepreneurs group
This Regional Group is
for entrepreneurs, small
business owners, and
anyone interested
in supporting an
collaborative, resilient,
entrepreneurial-minded
ecosystem in our Central
Mountain region of the state.
Most importantly, we would like to hear your stories,
understand your obstacles and celebrate your victories.
We will be available online or offline to answer your
questions or support you with additional resources.

https://startupcolorado.org
www.youtube.com/channel
linkedin.com/company/startup-colorado-official
https://startupcolorado.org/news

Previously Highlighted

Bronze Sponsors

719.221.3130
www.thelobbysalida.com

204 N. F Street,
Salida, CO 81201
www.linkedin.com/in/wendykstewart

www.facebook.com/TheLobbySalida

888.LEADVILLE
www.leadvilletwinlakes.com
Book Your Lodging
www.leadvilletwinlakes.com/blog-articles/category

www.facebook.com/VisitLeadville

970.232.5293
www.onemoredayproperties.com

www.instagram.com/omdsalida

One More Day is also a sponsor for our
accomodations for our speakers traveling
from afar. Thank you!

www.facebook.com/omdsalida

The Summit has Been Created +
Hosted by The
Central Mountain Small Business Development Center +
the Colorado SBDC Network

About Colorado SBDC Network:
Dream Focused – Business Minded
The Colorado Small Business Development Center
Network (CSBDC) is dedicated to helping existing and
new businesses grow and prosper in Colorado by
providing free and confidential consulting and no- or
low-cost training programs and access to capital, as
well as, tools to obtain funding. The Colorado SBDC
Network is a true private/public partnership.

About Central Mountain SBDC:
We Offer Exceptional Services for Small Businesses &
Entrepreneurs to Thrive in Colorado’s Chaffee, Lake
and Park Counties view resources & tools

We do this by offering an extensive offer of free or low
cost workshops view and serach here for offerings. We
also have local center specific consultants and access
to statewide consulting experts to support any and all
of our small business development needs. Ask you local
regional center who might serve your consulting needs
best view our regional locations here.
The CSBDC has 15 centers around the state with a team
of business experts ready to help you create and retain
jobs, secure loans, increase sales, win government
contracts, obtain certifications and more.
The SBDC combines information and resources from
federal, state and local governments with those of the
education system and private sector to meet the specialized and complex needs of the small business community. Consulting experts work in partnership to provide
entrepreneurs with crucial information that can mean the
difference between success and failure.
Grow - Develop - Prosper - Connect with Us Today!

303.892.3840 State Office
719.221.0374 Central Mtn
https://www.coloradosbdc.org
https://centralsbdc.org
info@coloradosbdc.org
info@centralsbdc.org
coloradosmallbusinessdevelopmentcenternetwork
linkedin.com/in/jamie-billesbach
www.facebook.com/coloradosbdc
www.facebook.com/CentralMountainSBDC

Meet the Central Mountain
Consulting & Support Team

Jamie Billesbach
Center Director

Miranda Grant, MeD
Client & Programs
Coordinator

Jen Visitacion, MBA
Central Mountain
SBDC Consultant

Megan Juba SBDC
Consultant and
Events Support

Rafael Black
Central Mountain
SBDC Consultant

Leanne Pressly
Central Mountain
SBDC Consultant

Susan Dunn
Central Mountain
SBDC Consultant

Shawn Allison
Central Mountain
SBDC Consultant

Dane Devoy
Central Mountain
SBDC Consultant

Kayla Doan
Central Mountain
SBDC Consultant

719.221.0374
https://centralsbdc.org

Hosted By:

info@centralsbdc.org
www.youtube.com/channel
www.linkedin.com/in/jamie-billesbach
www.facebook.com/CentralMountainSBDC

NO OR LOW COST TRAINING OFFERINGS
Central Mountain Small Business Development Center
+ the Colorado SBDC Network

We offering between 60 and 80
year round training workshops on
a variety of topics under the
business categories above. We
also create and host two annual
conferences each year.
Click here to learn more.

Closing Message
Thank you for Joining Us and for
Making this Summit Incredible

My Buena Vista of the West
Thank you for joining us for this special day of sharing our lived
work experiences, passions, and unique perspectives and resources
to begin to solve the community challenges facing our society. We
hope this day inspired you in some way. That we have offered you
some tools to support your moving forward with your business,
non-profit or educational journeys.
Today, was also about celebrating our state and the awe-inspiring
lands that encompass it. To explore ways to address public land
stewardship and sustainable tourism. We truly do live in a sacred
place - each of us drawn here - a calling of sorts . . . much like the
indigenous people who settled here over 12,000 years ago.
I leave you with a poem that I wrote in 2000. You see, I had been
coming to Buena Vista and neighboring Crested Butte (via Cottonwood Pass) since the mid eighties. Each time, I returned to my home
and career in Florida, I had such a yearning to be back to Buena Vista.
It was “my place to simply be.” It was a true calling and the yearning
became stronger and stronger as the years passed. Ironically, not
6 months after I wrote this poem I found a way to move to BV and
became one of the first remote workers.
I also thank my team Jen Visitacion, Megan Juba and Miranda Grant,
who each brought their gifts, and their passions for this place to
bring this incredible Outdoor Industry Summit into a reality.
Please share your thoughts about this day, what you liked, what you
would like to see differently and any recommendations on speakers
or presenters for our 2023 Summit in Leadville. We also would love
to hear your story and let us know how we might support you
moving forward. Finally, if you are not in our region, we have 14
other SBDC centers covering the state who are here to assist you,
your team and your business to grow and prosper.
Kindly, Jamie, Jen, Megan, Miranda and Leanne

The Mountain Spirit Awakens Me
Where I Can Simply Be
The Valleys, The Peaks
Hint Of Life’s Ebbs And Flows
Majestic, Pure And Heavenly
My Reason Longs To Capture Each Detail
The Grandeur Goes Beyond Belief
And Transcends Me To Where I Seek
Now I Am Gone From Where I Belong
The Mind Goes Weak
Oh How I Long For You
To Gaze, To Seek
Awaken Once More
Those Grand Open Spaces
God’s Holy Light
Please Take Me There Tonight
To Rekindle My Spirit
Recharge My Soul
Come Take Me There
And Take Control
Of This Forlorn Girl
Who Seeks To Find?
A Inclination of The Great Divine
Yet, I Envision Once More
Your Mountain Peaks
Veiled In White,
With Gentle Breezes
Stirring In Me, All Of You
Your Resonance Sung True
Gently Flowing Of Natures Tones
You Transform Me Once More
And I Recall, Finding,
Here In My Mind
My Buena Vista Of The West
My Heavenly Quest

Let us know what you thought of the 2022
Outdoor Industry Summit and share any
of your recommendations for our 2023
Summit in Leadville!

Please take the
Outdoor Industry Summit Post
Conference Survey

Thank you for Attending!

See you in Leadville in 2023!

